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Left to right:
Cake decoration at
St George’s,
display in St Gregory’s,
outside St Mary’s,
display in St Gregory’s,
entrance to St Mary’s,
St George's Church room.

Cockwood Pupils Design a Flag ‘Fit for a Queen’!
We are very proud to announce that we designed one of the 200 flags on display in the
Queen’s Jubilee Pageant. The children’s artwork was part of The River of Hope project
organised by The Thames Festival Trust. Our flag design was based on our connection with the
River Exe and the importance that the estuary and Dawlish Warren plays in the journey that
migrating birds make from North Africa to the Artic. The river is transient and ever-changing;
our flag shows birds in flight and fish swimming in different directions. Every child made a
piece of art, which was photographed and digitally placed on the design. In the centre of the
design there is an X – for the River Exe. The blue backdrop denotes the importance the river
and water has in all our daily lives and how we must all protect our rivers and the nature that
depends on it. We were incredibly fortunate to work with ex-parent and local artist, Jane Hirst,
who supported us in putting together the final design. After the pageant, the flag will be on
display at the Maritime Museum at Greenwich in London throughout September and October
before returning to Cockwood in November.
The children each had a t-shirt as a keepsake of this amazing achievement and we hope this
memory stays with them in years to come when they remember the part they had to play in
the Queen’s parade. From the website of Cockwood Primary School

The first Jubilee celebrations in the village of Cockwood
were the start of the Village Jubilee Trail—”Crowns and
Kingdoms” - and the celebratory cream tea on the village
green on the last Friday of the half term. Every child was
given a commemorative Jubilee mug and small teddy, and
Rev Chris attended on behalf of St Mary’s and presented all
90+ children with a copy of the Cheeky Pandas’ book,
Queen CJ and the Bouncy Castle. This is a short story
about Faithfulness, keeping promises and caring for others.
CJ becomes Queen of the Bouncy Castle but realises that
this means looking after others. The story reminds us that
God is faithful too.

Cockwood was represented on the
Dawlish bandstand on the first
holiday day, the Thursday, by the
village Sea Shanty Group “Wrecked
Again”. Loud cheers from village
supporters including new village
residents from Ukraine.

Cockwood, Cofton, Eastdon and St Mary’s
Cottages were leafleted with details of the
Flower Festival, the Busy Bees Fun Day at
St Mary’s Hall and the Village Jubilee Trail,
sponsored by St Mary’s

The events depicted in the floral arrangements were:
•
The launching of the Britannia
•
The overseas trip to Commonwealth Nations
•
The Climbing of Everest
•
The first non-stop commercial flight from London to
Johannesburg in the de Haviland Comet
The flags of the Nations of the Commonwealth were
incorporated into the display around the Arch, whilst the
Altar and Chancel depicted the Coronation.
The Queen and her corgis were represented in the porch!

The crown was made by local
Cockwood florist, Alison.

From the Rector, the Revd Dallas Ayling.

London in the window, the flight,
and Johannesburg by the font.

Although we have published some pictures in the Benefice
Newsletter recently I hope that you will enjoy a special
Jubilee edition of Coastline. Many thanks to Chris for editing
it for us. A big thank you to those who volunteered and
helped to make the most of the opportunities which the
event gave us to be part of the celebrations in our
communities and to welcome people to our three
churches. It was lovely to see how each church had taken
the theme and showed the talents and creativity by the few
in some cases, and for others the many. There was quite a
lot going on, particularly in Dawlish, but what we did added
to that sense of celebration across the civil parish of
Dawlish. I think it helped us to realise just how integral we
are to each community and the many connections we have
therefore had over the last 70 years with many people. It
was also a great joy and blessing that as Churches Together
we were invited to hold a service of thanksgiving, which because of the weather took place in the marquee, but nonetheless gave us permission to express something of our
knowledge of the Queen's own faith. I found myself trying to
watch some of the events on the TV, being out and about
around the churches and in the community, and in the
middle of it all conducting a wedding on the Saturday. It was
fairly exhausting but it was a joy to be part of it all and an
experience which will never be repeated in our life time if
ever at all.
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Displays of
Memorabilia
Left:
Cofton Hill: the
winning
display in the
Village Trail—
voted
Favourite.

ST. GREGORY’S
QUEEN’S JUBILEE FESTIVAL
The problem with holding an event to
celebrate a national occasion such as the Jubilee,
is that just about everyone else is doing the same
thing, and it is not easy to think of something
different. Dawlish had lots of events and exhibits
at the same time. It was decided that not only
would the festival look at the life of the Queen
over 70 years but also how the church has been
part of the community of Dawlish over the years.
Using photographs and memorabilia loaned to us
by different people, we were able to show how
lively and relevant the church has been and the
changes that have taken place.
There was a photo of the combined choirs
from St. Gregory’s and St. Mark’s (demolished in
the ‘70’s) singing for the Coronation Celebration
service in 1953. There were marriage and
baptism photos through the years, and the loan
of two wedding dresses from the 1960’s and
2000; and we even had a Union Jack mini skirt!
Using the power point, created by Paul and
Jacky ,and copies of the photos, we were able to
show 97 different images of fun, family events,

and worship in our church and across the Mission
Community whilst also paying tribute to Queen
Elizabeth , with serious ‘stuff’ and fun ‘stuff’ .. But
the most important thing was the beautiful flower
arrangements organised by Georgie Moore and an
amazing group of flower ladies.
We managed to ‘pull off’ what seemed impossible to everyone in such a short time, and it
was well received and quite a few visitors were
able to take a trip down memory lane. Many
thanks to all who contributed in any way, and if the
person who stole the bunting from our church gate
is reading this, I hope it added to your festivities,
but next time BUY YOUR OWN!!!
Margaret Noel.

The Mothers’ Union created a display

Refreshments in the Upper Narthex
The bin bag was
the teddy’s
parachute, a
reminder of the
Teddy Bears’
Parachute Jump
from the top of
the tower!.

Too many lovely displays to
photograph them all.

St George’s, Holcombe
The Bunting was out all along the village street as Church
and Village together celebrated the Jubilee. The “street
party” was divided between the Village Hall and the Church
Room with the first course in the Hall and cakes and teas in
the Church Room. The Church itself was beautifully
decorated to celebrate the Jubilee. Centre below: Churchwarden Mike and Treasurer Peter get the bunting out!

Right: Do you
remember in
1952?
Smog
Frozen cream
popping out of
glass milk bottles
Smell of toy cap
guns

Flowers, memorabilia,
and decorations, woven
in with memories and
questions, with the background of music, all
provided a wonderful
experience which was
enjoyed by many.

During the celebrations, the Mayor of Dawlish, Cllr
Lisa Mayne, unveiled a bench at the Village Hall in
memory of Carole Comber, a long-term member
of the Church and the Village Hall Committee.

Red, white and blue
was to be found
everywhere!
Glimpsed throughout the celebration
were the colours of
Ukraine.
Lord, have
mercy.

Liz, Barbara and Pam were just some of
those serving delicious refreshments.

And in Dawlish ….
From the Editor

Dallas leading worship in
the marquee.

I hope you have enjoyed this special edition and
that it captures the sense of celebration. Thank you to all
who took the photographs. I don’t know everyone’s names,
but you know who you are! I am sorry that we cannot do
justice to all the wonderful displays , but it was impossible to
include everything, and not everything photographed well.
Each and every part of each “festival” contributed to the
glorious “whole”. Christine Curd
Beacon lighting in Dawlish.

Cockwood’s
“street party”
on the
Village Green

Just some of the displays from the St Mary’s Village Trail.
Left to right:
Queen Elizabush (crowned with recycled drinks bottles),
Winston (see the scrabble tiles), Coronation Anthems (words
and music) the Little Book (describing the book of devotions
given to the Queen) , Coronation Chicken (samples of the sauce
were available for sale for the village Ukrainian fund), The Kingdom of Narnia (the last page of the Last Battle), I just can’t wait
to be King (from the Lion King, hand drawn), 70 Royal Years (on
a background of trees reflecting the Green Canopy), Stamp of
Approval. Sadly not all photographed well. There were 28 in total,
Including crowns, castles and corgis by the children of Cockwood school.

