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This year we have provided an opportunity for us to
This Magazine
journey together through Holy Week. I do hope that
If you are not online
you will join us as we do that together journeying
and would like to rearound our churches. It is a time to pause and reflect
ceive a hard copy,
and support each other. Dallas
please enquire at
each church for the
Mon 11th April 7 pm Stations of the Cross St. Mary's
arrangements that
Tues 12th April 7 pm Meditation St. George's
are being made.
Weds 13th April 10 am Holy Communion St. Greg’s
Thurs 14th April 6.30 pm Last Supper with HC
We encourage those
St. Mary's Hall. (Bring your own supper)
who are on line to
Good Friday 11 am Walk of Witness starting on the
pass copies to those
who are not!
Lawn by the Bowling Green, Dawlish
2 pm The Last Hour at St. Gregory's
Easter Sunday
8.00 am HC at St. Gregory's
9.30 am HC at St. George's
10.00 am HC at St. Gregory's
11.00 am HC at St. Mary's
Other services in April, see page 4

On Friday my hope died.
The sky wept itself dark
the ground broke apart
and all creation cried
for the bloodied innocence
hammered into a tree.
There were whispers
of a torn curtain,
but they didn’t reach my ears
or mend my mangled heart
or stem the bitter tears
as we took
the body
down.

On Saturday we grieved,
hiding from the troops
whom we’d once believed
would be overthrown
by the carpenter’s boy,
who had preached and fed
and healed,
and was now dead.
But then on Sunday –
The devastating beauty
of that Sunday –
when time and space
were blown out of shape
and angels wrapped in electric grace
rolled the impossible away
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'He is not here'
they proclaimed
for glory had risen
our failings were
forgiven
and the rules of life
and death were
rewritten
as an empty tomb
declared,
‘Love is alive.’
By Gideon Heugh, Tearfund

The Bishop of Plymouth reflects on the courage and resolve of Ukraine
Writing as I am in mid-March, the world is overshadowed
by the war in Ukraine. With Russian troops closing in on
Kyiv and Western politicians powerless to intervene, the
news is dominated by devastating pictures of violent destruction. Tanks are on the streets, refugees flooding
across borders, frightened old people huddle in freezing
basements, Ukrainian soldiers defend with courage and
resolve.
Where the dogs of war will have taken us by April, when
this Prayer Diary is published, is anybody’s guess – but
where it needs to take us is to our knees. Prayer doesn’t
just change the world, it changes us. It raises a defiant protest at all that is wrong in our world. It offers us God’s perspective as we feel something of his pain at creation gone
awry. It spurs us on to compassion and to work for justice. It invites us to a renewed commitment to the cause
of Christ.
This month takes us through Passiontide and the sufferings
of Jesus: his betrayal and arrest; the mockery of a trial; the
casual cruelty of the Roman soldiers and his lonely journey
to the cross. As we hear the story told again we will be only too aware of the sufferings of humanity, and of the Son
of God who (in Peter’s words) bore our sins in his body on
the cross and by whose wounds we have been healed. His
cry, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” will be
echoed across Eastern Europe by the bereaved and bereft.
But the story does not end with the cry of dereliction, or
the silent despair of Holy Saturday. In the empty tomb of
Easter morning and the trembling witnesses of the risen
Jesus, God brings life from death and hope from despair.
And maybe we can take encouragement from the journey
into faith of the Russian novelist Alexander Solzhenitsyn. Each changing situation, from working as a young
physicist in Rostov, through commanding an artillery
battery in the Russian front, on into arrest and the years of
Arctic labour camps, and then cancer, marriage breakdown
and deportation – all this led him to see emerging the sacredness of the value of truth, compassion and freedom,
values which he recognised as uniquely embodied in the
Christian faith.

Let’s pray for those same values to emerge in our life here
in Devon and across the world.
The Right Reverend Nick McKinnel
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The General Synod of the
Church of England
Met right at the end of February and
undertook the following business:
Report on Reform of Governance Structure
of the National Church Institutions
there are a number of bodies, collectively
known as the National Church Institutions
(NCIs), which undertake work for the
Church of England. Its purpose is to support the mission and ministries of the
Church by working with those who serve
in parishes, Dioceses, schools and other
ministries, and with partners at a national
and international level. The NCIs are separate legal entities, but they are a common
employer. The present arrangements
were established under the National Institutions Measure 1998.
The seven NCIs are:
The Archbishops' Council; Bishopthorpe
Palace
The Church Commissioners; The Church of
England Central Services (HR, Finance &
Resources, IT, Legal, Communications,
Record Centre); The Church of England
Pensions Board; Lambeth Palace; National
Society for Promoting Religious Education

Persecuted Church
Synod requested that the CE not only
pray for the persecuted church, but that
its dioceses offer support to link diocese
where the church is facing persecution.
(the first point of a 7 part resolution)
Racial Justice – presentation by Lord
Boateng; passed a 7 part resolution which
included requests for all to raise awareness of modern slavery and protection for
trafficked and enslaved minors.
Clergy remuneration – tool note of a report on a review carried out between Jan
20 and July 21 cont opposite

Faculty rules were changed to assist with net-zero goal.
For instance, from July a full faculty will be needed to
replace a gas or oil tank or boiler.

Trade Justice
Have you ever wandered

Took note of possible changes to the Crown Nominations
commission for recommending names for the next Archbishop of Canterbury.
Taken through a critical report form the chair of the new
Independent Safeguarding board ISB) Maggie Atkinson,
which sets out how far the Church must travel to prevent
further safeguarding failures and to promote a safe culture
Equipping for evangelism, - heard stories of encouragement from around the country before voting overwhelmingly to take note of the report
Points from the ++ Justin Welby’s Presidential Address
Key Lesson of Covid – we realised how connected we are
in all sorts of ways .. we cannot do what we want without it having an impact somewhere else. In debate over
vaccination especially it is noticeable that there is talk
about rights, needs and wants as if people are entirely
autonomous.
Threat of climate change – we are being called to look at
the world as one, rather than through the lens of … our
own self-selecting group. We face the call to see every
single person with whom we share this world no longer
as a stranger but as a neighbour ..
In our national life, there are two areas in which we miss
out when we become autonomous and individualist. The
first is responsibility, the second is truth.
A society that forgets about God, that loses the sense
that it needs God, that no longer desires God, such as society loses the profound call to see the wholeness of the
individual person and the call to love, by that person being set free in relationship with others. Without God it
cannot maintain a determining objective except power.
Its through the community which seeks the common
good and that sense of the common good that we gain
the ability to recognise that in serving Christ we are not a
church of loss and gain, factions in a zero-sum struggle,
but of abundance and grace. It is in showing such a way
of living that society can learn that lesson when they see
us living it.
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around your local shop or
supermarket and wondered what these symbols signify, and what it means to the people
who have produced the item you might buy?
Be it bananas, coffee, sugar, wine or cotton
goods. Okay, so they might be a little bit
more expensive than your supermarket own
brand, but its quality is assured. It also indicates the producer is most likely to live in
one of the poorest countries of the world.
The Fairtrade Foundation symbol is an
assurance that the producer will not be exploited, and will be paid a fair price for their
product. In addition, there will be
decent working conditions, no child labour,
and the premium they are given by the
Fairtrade Foundation will maintain local sustainability, protecting the planet for us
all. Under the Fairtrade scheme the producers can also decide what they would like to
spend the Fairtrade premium they receive
on, be it a school, health facility or improved
housing conditions. The producers choose,
not a multinational company deciding what
would give them the most kudos.
Next time you shop, look out for the
Fairtrade symbol on the goods you buy, and
improve the lives of producers all over the
world, with the help of the Fairtrade Foundation. Let’s make it a better world for
everyone.
Andree Smith, Dawlish Fairtrade

Easter faith in atheist Russia
Three years after the Russian Revolution of 1917, a
great anti-God rally was arranged in Kiev. The powerful orator Bukharin was sent from Moscow, and
for an hour he demolished the Christian faith with
argument, abuse and ridicule. At the end there was
silence. Then a man rose and asked to speak. He
was a priest of the Russian Orthodox Church. He
went and stood next to Bukharin. Facing the people,
he raised his arms and spoke just three triumphant
words: ‘Christ is risen!’
At once the entire assembly rose to their feet and
gave the joyful response, ‘He is risen indeed!’ It was
a devastating moment for an atheist politician, who
had no answer to give to this ancient Easter liturgy.
He had not realised he was simply too late: how can
you convince people that God does not exist when
they have already encountered Him?

Perhaps in the current ecological crisis, ash has acquired yet another layer of meaning, Both the fire and
the ash are not only signs of our personal mortality
and our need for repentance and renewal, but also
reminders of the wider destruction that we have inflicted on God's world and on our fellow creatures - on
the whole web of life into which God has woven us
and for which he also cares. Much of this was in my
mind when, more than a decade ago, I wrote my sonnet for Ash Wednesday.
Malcolm Guite, Church Times, 25th Feb 2022

At least 2 church members have had scam texts
in the last couple of weeks, where the scammer
has gained access to the correct email address
and sent an email saying that they are in a
meeting or abroad or otherwise tied up and
need some help.
Protect yourselves from scams
Be aware they exist
Be suspicious of anything that seems out of
character, unusual or does not address you by
name

This was published just too late for the Lent edition,
but seemed to powerful not to use. Ed

Do NOT reply to the email, or even send
another email message, but check another way,
such as on the phone. If you reply to the email it
will go to the scammer and let them know yours
is an active account and probably give them access to your contacts list.

Receive this cross of ash upon your brow
Brought from the burning of Palm Sunday's cross;
the forests of the world are burning now
and you make late repentance for the loss.
But all the trees of God would clap their hands,
the very stones themselves would shout and sing,
If you could covenant to love these lands
And recognise in Christ their lord and king.
He sees the slow destruction of those trees,
He weeps to see the ancient places burn,
And you still make what purchases you please
And still to dust and ashes you return,
But Hope could rise from ashes even now
Beginning with this sign upon your brow.

Delete the email
If you have replied to such an email, or if you
have been scammed, consider changing the
password to your email account and warning
your contacts.
Don’t let the scammers spoil your enjoyment of
using online. Don’t be afraid to ask others if you
are uncertain about anything.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations
Holcombe Village
Andy Watson of the Residents Association has sent in the draft ideas for Holcombe’s celebrations!
Saturday 4 June. (Village Hall already booked for Sunday 5 June!) “Street” party at the Village Hall starting
at 12.30pm; bring and share. Look out for how to
register your interest so numbers can be gauged. St
George’s to sell teas / coffees and cake. Coronation
memorabilia and flowers on display in church. Money
from sale of products and a donation box at the Village Hall to go local charities. The Hall will be decorated with bunting, and D&T Camera club are being
asked to display photos with a Coronation theme.
Cockwood, Cofton and Eastdon
Sunday 5 June “Street party” on the Green. Flyers are
going round the village to give more information.
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St Mary’s – Flower Festival from Thursday to
Sunday – look out for more details nearer time.
St Mary’s is also hosting another Village Trail on
the theme “Crowns and Kingdoms”.
Thy Kingdom Come days of prayer from Ascension to Pentecost coincide with the Jubilee – the
Sunday is Pentecost and the Trail displays in the
Church grounds will hopefully contribute to this.

Other services in April
Sundays
St George’s 9.30; St Greg’s 10 ; St Mary’s 11
Greg’s @10 3rd; Holy Communion 10th, 24th
St George’s HC 3rd, Morning Worship 10th, 24th
St Mary’s HC 10th, 24th, Morning Worship 3rd
Weds at 10.00 HC at St Greg’s
BCP HC, 8.00 St Greg’s 1st Sunday of month.

This cartoon
comes with
apologies to
our own Revd
Helen!

Eco Progress this month

St Mary’s PCC has appointed a small group to
look at net carbon zero and Eco Church

St Gregory’s are beginning to gather information about heating possibilities

St George’s “green team” have met to examine
the Eco Church survey

All our sites are getting a visit from A Rocha
ecologists at the end of March

St Gregory’s and St George’s will not use any
Marjorie’s Tip
floral foam after current supplies have been
Marjorie Thorne from St Greg’s has sent this in.
used up. St George’s no longer uses floral foam

Toilet Paper is still on the Agenda!
Anyone else like to send a “tip” in for the

next edition?
What about asking YOUR church council reps
what progress is being made?!

One small thing l do to save on paper. Every
envelope that comes through the post l cut up to
make memo pads just holding them together with
paper clips, also l can get notepaper from the
large envelopes trimming round the edges if
needed and using them for written letters. As the
well-known motto ‘every little helps ‘

The Savvy Green Shopper, or not!
Your Intrepid eco champion sallied forth on a fine
day in March to “shop local” and plastic free. To
From Chris Curd, Benefice Eco Champion.
her dismay, her favourite potatoes (Marfona, an
I have started, on and off as time allows, to wade
excellent all rounder with a lovely taste) were only
through the viewing of all the helpful webinars from available at the greengrocer swathed in plastic. On
both the CE and A Rocha that are on line—all acces- enquiry she was told that they sold better like that,
sible through the CE website
that people preferred them. Oh dear, she succumbed and bought them after making what she
(A webinar is a seminar that takes place on line!)
hoped was a polite protest. What would you have
done? What would be the effect if everyone who
I approached one such with not very good grace
went in there made a comment? And oh dear,
thinking that I supposed I ought to watch it as I
Dawlish, that this should be the case.
would be suggesting it to others. Within a few
minutes I found myself challenged and rebuked, for be transformed by the beauty of creation and a
thinking that I would not learn anything. Here are a connectedness to Jesus Christ
few points distilled from that webinar.
Eco Church provides a
framework for taking action.
Caring for the earth is part of what we are called
to be.
Embrace caring for creation as part of our worship
of God.
Most importantly, the awards are not exhaustive,
and are not an end in themselves but a means of
motivating and raising awareness of

A Rocha webinar “Land”
•
•

How can owning land as a church make a real
and lasting difference?
What are churches being called to do?

A Rocha UK believes there is a hope and a future for land, and also for people who can
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Cliff’s Blog

Did you know?

With the current uncertainty in the world
many people are toying with the idea of
growing some of their own vegetables, but
are unable to do so as they have little or no garden. There is something very special about growing
and harvesting your own food and it is possible to grow
some crops at home in large pots rather than in the
ground. In fact some grow even better in pots as they
can be protected from damage from insects and the
vagaries of the weather.
There is one particular vegetable I grow every year in
pots and that is carrots. Trying to grow carrots in the
ground has many problems; germination is erratic and
weeds appear before the carrot seedlings, which need
to be removed before smothering the small plants. The
carrot root fly is attracted by the smell of young carrots
and lays its eggs on them which later develop into boring grubs eating their way into the tastiest bit of the
carrot and if the carrots are left in the ground too long
after they are ready for eating mice and other creatures eat their way down from the carrot top!
Growing carrots in large pots doesn’t get any of these
problems.
So how do you do it?
First you need a good sized pot at least a foot wide and
deep. You can almost fill this with a general purpose
compost or if you have some homemade compost mix
some with some stone free garden soil and fill two
thirds of the pot. For the top third, use a clean weed
free compost/ soil. Press the soil down gently and water slowly till water come out of the bottom of the pot.
This next thing is VERY IMPORTANT, take a SMALL
pinch of seeds between finger and thumb and scatter
over the soil, do not be tempted to add any more
otherwise all the carrots will be very
small. Take a handful of clean compost and cover the seeds, do not water again. Place the pot on a plant
dish in a warm area, the seeds normally germinate in about 11 days
then the pot can be put where you
want it. All that needs to be done is to
give the plants a drink of water as
needed. The variety I grow is Early
Nantes, one pack of seeds will easily
be enough for 20 pots and fresh seed
this year is viable for about 4/5 years.

The Church of England has Five Marks of Mission
•
To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
•
To teach, baptise and nurture new believers
•
To respond to human need by loving service
•
To seek to transform unjust structures of
society, to challenge violence of every kind
and to pursue peace and reconciliation
•
To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the
earth
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By 2050 the area of land suitable for growing
coffee globally could be down by 50%
Banana yields will fall drastically in 10 countries,
including India, Brazil and Columbia
The global trade of wheat is greater than all other
crops combined. The 10 highest wheat producers
by million metric tons are
China (134.3) India (98.5 ) Russia (85.9)
USA (47.3 million ) France (36.9)
Australia (31.8 ) Canada (30) Pakistan (26.7 )
Ukraine (26.2) Germany (24.5 )
Worldpopulationreview.com
So many people attended the World Day of Prayer
on 4th March that extra chairs had to be put out
and service sheets shared. It was agreed more
than two years ago that small packs of seeds
would be given out as a symbol of “seeds of
hope”. The local planning group had decided
(before any notion of the war) that it would be
Sunflower seeds, so apt as we prayed for Ukraine.
New measures came into force in China on 1st
March, banning the sharing of religious content
online including recorded or live church services –
a license to do so will only be given to government approved religious groups. (Church Times 4th March)
Merciful and mighty God, send down your
power from on high to quench the rage of
war. Burn up the fuel of aggression, destroy
all lying tongues, suppress the profits of violence,
and, because no one is without sin, unveil our own
complicity. Bear up the broken and defend them
under the wings of your protection and send the
strong peace that comes from above to heal all
wounds, relieve all grief and set all peoples free,
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen A Tilby, Church Times 11/3/22

Spring is coming Earlier
An interesting press cutting was sent in by Malcolm from
Cofton. - here are some snippets.

Now the IPCC clearly states that the observed
impacts of climate change include
"widespread adverse impacts and related
losses and damages to nature and people."
3 - Technology is not a silver bullet
According to the IPCC, the use of some technologies designed to limit warming or reduce
CO2 could make matters worse rather than
better. There are also worries that machines
that suck CO2 from the air could simply trigger the release of more warming gas.
Planting trees is seen as a good solution to
climate change but the IPCC cautions that
planting in the wrong place can do more
harm than good.
4 - Cities offer hope
While large cities are hotspots for climate impacts, they also offer a real opportunity to
avoid the worst impacts of warming. As cities
continue to grow they can push for renewable energy, greener transport, and buildings.
5 - The small window is closing fast.
While this is a bleak assessment of the impacts now and in the future, the authors remain convinced that the worst impacts can
be averted - if we act in time. The IPCC says
this opportunity for action will only last for
the rest of this decade, as the final sentence
in the new report underlines. "Any further
delay in concerted global action will miss a
brief and rapidly closing window to secure a
liveable future."

“A study by Cambridge University this week (early March)
found that plants in the UK are flowering a moth earlier
on average than they did before the industrial Revolution.
The research analyses more than 400,000 records
of 406 plant species going back to the 18th century and
observed that the average first flowering date from 1987
to 2019 – a period that coincide with global warming
caused by human activity – was a month earlier than the
average first flowering date from 1753 to 1986.
‘The results are truly alarming, because of the ecological risks associated with earlier flowering time’, says
lead author Professor Ulf Buntgen, from Cambridge’s department of geography. ‘When plants flower too early , a
late frost can kill them. But the even bigger risk is ecological mismatch. Plants, insects, birds and other wildlife
have co-evolved to a point that they’re synchronised in
the development stage. A certain plant flowers, it attracts
a particular type of insect, which attracts a particular type
of bird, and so on. But if one component responds faster
than the other, there’s a risk that they’ll by out of sync,
which can lead species to collapse if they can’t adapt
quickly enough …’
Climate change is driving significant changes in
plant and animal behaviour in the UK – shifting their
ranges further north … climate driven range shifts are also bringing new arrivals from the south .. little egrets first
established breeding colonies in 1996 and are now widespread. Cattle egrets, quail, hobbies, bitterns and purple If the world can cut emissions drastically and
herons have also become breeding resident and more
significantly boost spending on adaptation,
that 30 new moth species have fluttered in since 2000.
that could avoid locking in certain disaster.
And it's not just about spending on green energy and electric cars. The authors say that
A new report released in early March by
investing in education, health systems and
the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Cli- social justice could help people to cope with
the impacts of rising temperatures. Investing
mate Change (IPCC) looks at the causes,
impacts and solutions to climate change. in nature will also be a bulwark against the
worst, says the IPCC, which calls for 30-50%
The report gives the clearest indication to date of how a
of the world to be
warmer world is affecting all living things on Earth.
conserved. "Nature
Here are five things we learnt from it.
can be our saviour,"
1- Things are way worse than we thought
said Inger Anderson,
climate related impacts are hitting the world at the high
the head of the UN
end of what modellers once expected. Around 40% of the
Environment Proworld's population is "highly vulnerable" to the impacts
gramme. "But only if
of climate change.
we save it first."
2 - Loss and damage gets scientific backing
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Stop businesses
getting away with human rights abuses
This should be illegal
St George’s
Church, Baghdad
provides much
more than simply
Sunday services
and vital Christian community. As well as the church,
the compound contains a medical clinic, a kindergarten
and a cultural centre. This ‘oasis of grace’ is led by the
inspiring Rev'd. Canon Faez Jirjees, and serves a congregation of over three hundred. All the work of St
George’s comes under the auspices of the Anglican Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf. St George’s is the cornerstone of Mosaic Middle East’s work in Iraq.
Rev'd Canon Faez works hard as a peace-builder engaging
with the most senior religious and political leaders in Iraq.
These include the leading Shia Cleric Ayatollah Hussein al
Sadr and the Prime Minister of Iraq Mustafa al Qadhimi
who Faez spoke with in December 2021.
Mosaic Middle East provide funding for three aspects of
the work at St George's. We contribute to the costs of
the ministry of Rev'd Canon Faez, which enables him to
pursue his peace-building work. We also provide
monthly relief payments for families who are particularity disadvantaged, including those who have serious disabilities. Our major funding pays for the operation of
the medical clinic at St George's.
How to pray for St George's
"Please pray that God protects us" Rev'd Canon Faez
Jirjees OBE
Pray for the St George’s Clinic. For the team of doctors
and nurses who work there; for patience, clear-thinking
and good teamwork, despite the current pressures of
coronavirus.
Pray for the people who the Church and Clinic serve.
These include some of the most vulnerable, the sick and
the local refugee population. Pray for the practical,
emotional and spiritual help they need.
Pray for protection for the church attendees, the staff of
the Clinic and Church and the wider community as they
live and work in what remains a volatile city.
Pray for Rev'd Canon Faez Jirjees at St George’s. Thank
God for his ministry and leadership. Pray for strength,
wisdom and peace for him and his family.

Earlier in 2022, MME celebrated the opening of a Tahini
factory in the Assyrian-majority Christian town of Bartella. The factory provides jobs for 6 young people.
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A fatal flaw in our justice system means that
businesses are not only getting away with rape,
assault, slavery, child labour, environmental destruction and even death, they’re profiting from
them.
But we can change this.

They promised us a school, education. We have
nothing. They promised us job opportunities—
They promised us healthcare…nothing. Nothing
they have done.
These are the words of G Hilary Gbah, a
Liberian man whose community was tricked with
false promises and violently threatened into giving up their land by a UK palm oil company. Before their land was stolen, Hilary’s community
used it to grow crops which provided a livelihood. Because of the company's actions, they
have been left destitute, unable to grow food or
earn money. This is land grabbing. A phenomenon where land is forcibly taken from communities by businesses chasing profit. It should be illegal. But it’s not. Across the world communities
are having their land stolen by UK businesses
who profit on the back of their suffering.
We’re calling for a new law that would put
an end to this by requiring businesses to prevent abuses like these from ever happening.
And if they don’t, the company is held to account for profiting from pain, forced to pay
compensation and fined. Will you sign our petition and join our call?
https://action.traidcraft.org.uk/hold-businesses
-to-account or contact your MP.
It’s not just land grabs this law could put an
end to. This law will cover human rights abuses
including forced and child labour, and environmental destruction such as deforestation and
pollution of water sources.
Traidcraft Exchange 11th March 2022
The Editor looks forward to receiving
information about Christian groups working
overseas which readers support and pray for.
Any offers?
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Across

1 ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4)
3 A ‘don’t know’ in matters of faith (8)
9 In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3)
10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5)
11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning
bush (Exodus 3:1) (5)
12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus
13:30) (6)
14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth
choke it, making it unfruitful’ (Matthew 13:22) (13)
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)
19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he
washed his disciples’ feet (John 13:4) (5)
22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus
9:9) (5)
23 For nine (anag.) (7)
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8)
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the
Valley of Elah: ‘This day I — the ranks of Israel!’ (1
Samuel 17:10) (4)
Down
1 ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I

— — my face from them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4)
2 Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, Micah, and so on (5)
4 ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the —
— — , who is the image of God’ (2 Cor 4:4) (5,2,6)
5 An animal’s internal edible parts (Lev 4:11) (5)
6 Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C.
Douglas, which became a 1953 film starring Richard
Burton (3,4)
7 ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matt5:14) (4)
8 One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who
married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:28) (6)
13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8)
15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure —
floweth’ (7)
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3)
20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5)
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate
us from the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4)
ACROSS: 1, Womb. 3, Agnostic. 9, Long ago. 10, Fleet. 11,
Horeb. 12, Yellow. 14, Deceitfulness. 17, Banish. 19, Towel. 22, Boils. 23, Inferno. 24, Eternity. 25, Defy. DOWN: 1,
Will hide. 2, Minor. 4, Glory of Christ. 5, Offal. 6, The Robe.
7, City. 8, Zabbai. 13, Psalmody. 15, Chalice. 16, Let off. 18,
If son. 20, Worse. 21, Able.
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God doesn’t want
shares of your
life. He wants a
controlling interest. – Anon
If you’re headed
in the wrong
direction, God
allows U-turns. –
Anon

Smile Line - The best position in which to pray
Three theologians at a conference centre sat discussing the best positions for prayer, while a telephone repairman worked nearby. “Kneeling is
definitely best,” said one, and backed up his
claim by quoting a number of New Testament
texts on humility in Greek.
“No,” another contended. “I get the best results
standing with my hands outstretched to Heaven.” He quoted a few texts on praise in Latin.
“You’re both wrong,” the third insisted. “The
most effective prayer position is lying prostrate,
face down on the floor.” He quoted a few texts
on penitence in Hebrew.
The repairman could contain himself no longer.
“Sorry to interrupt,” he said, “but the best praying I ever did was in English, hanging upside
down from a telephone pole!”

Some High Days and
Holy Days for April

In the month of Christ’s ultimate sacrifice of Himself
for us, the martyrdoms of Carpus, Papylus and
Agathonice are well worth remembering. What they
Provided by the Parish
said as they died could be said by the many thousands
Pump
of Christians who are facing persecution all over the
world today.
They lived in Pergamum (Asia Minor) in the late sec3
Richard of Chichester - wanting God more
ond century. Carpus was a bishop, Papylus was a deaclearly, dearly and nearly
con, and Agathonice was his sister. Trouble began
10 Palm Sunday
when the proconsul Optimus ordered them to sacrifice
13 Carpus, Papylus and Agathonice – martyrs
in the name of the emperor. Carpus refused, saying, “I
14 Maundy Thursday
am a Christian and because of my faith and the name
15 Good Friday
of the Lord Jesus Christ I cannot become one of you.”
17 EASTER
Papylus was a wealthy citizen, but he had also led
19 Alphege
many people to faith in Christ. Agonathice too refused
21 Anselm
to sacrifice to demons. As, like the other two, she ws
23 George—our patron saint who isn’t English
consigned to the flames, she cried out three times:
25 Mark - disciple, apostle, Gospel writer
“Lord Jesus Christ, help me because I am enduring this
27 Tertullian - the fierce firebrand
for you.” She died soon after.
29 Catherine of Siena - how to survive in a
Terrible deaths, but also, triumphant ones. These
large family
three Christians loved Jesus so much that the only
just some of the info provided by the Pump!
thing they could NOT bear was to deny Him.
3rd April: Richard of Chichester, wanting to see
Sadly, the persecution goes on today, in countries
more clearly, dearly and nearly
where Jesus Christ is still bitterly hated. Pray for the
Christians who live in these countries, that they too
He began life as Richard de Wych of Droitwich,
may have courage and endurance – to the end.
the son of a yeoman farmer. He refused an advantageous offer of marriage, and instead made
Good Friday, the day the Son of God died for you
his way to Oxford, and later to Paris and Bologna
Each
one of us has to choose how we react to Jesus on
to study canon law. In 1235 he returned to Oxford, and was soon appointed Chancellor, where the cross. Do we want Him to ‘remember’ us when He
he supported Edmund, Archbishop of Canterbury, comes into His kingdom, or not? If you were to die tonight, how confident would you be of going to be with
in his struggles against King Henry III’s misuse of
Church funds. Richard was in due course made a Jesus? ‘For Christ died for sins once for all, the rightbishop himself. He was greatly loved, charitable eous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God’ (1 Peter
and accessible, both stern and merciful to sinners, 3:18).
extraordinarily generous to those stricken by fam17th April: EASTER, the most joyful day of the year
ine, and a brilliant legislator of his diocese. He
decreed that the sacraments were to be adminis- Christ has died for our sins. We are forgiven. Christ has
tered without payment, Mass celebrated in digni- risen! We are redeemed! We can look forward to an
fied conditions, the clergy to be chaste, to praceternity in His joy! Hallelujah!
tise residence, and to wear clerical dress.
The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple
And, of course, he is author of
that you can explain it to someone in a few minutes.
“Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ for all
It is so profound that for the rest of their lives they
the benefits thou hast given me, for all the pains will still be ‘growing’ in their Christian walk with God.
and insults which thou hast borne for me. O most
19th April: Alphege, the archbishop taken captive by
merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I
Danes
know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly
Alphege is the saint for anyone who refuses to let othand follow thee more nearly, day by day.”
ers suffer on their behalf. In 1006 he was made the
13th April: Carpus, Papylus & Agathonice, mar29th Archbishop of Canterbury. In 1012 the Vikings surtyrs of the Early Church
rounded Canterbury, and with the help of a treacher11

ous archdeacon, Elfmaer, captured and imprisoned
Alphege. A vast sum was demanded by his captors,
so much that it would have ruined the people of Canterbury. And so Alphege refused to be ransomed.

ning to travel. Catherine travelled frequently,
with a number of her ‘disciples’ – a mix of Dominicans and Augustinians, and even an English
Friar. Wherever they went, people listened to
their proclamation of the total love of God
This infuriated the Danes, who wanted the gold of
Canterbury, not the Archbishop. After seven months through Jesus Christ, and their calls to reform
of ill-treating him, one night they got very drunk and and repent. There were some spectacular conbegan pelting him with ox-bones from their feast, un- versions.
Catherine could not write, but soon someone
til in a frenzy they hacked him to death with an axe.
else was taking down her ‘Dialogue’ by dictation
Alphege was mourned as a national hero and venerat- – it ran to 383 letters. Catherine’s thoughts cened as a martyr: he had given his life in order to protred on Christ crucified, the supreme sign of
tect his people from harm.
God’s love for man. The quality of these letters
th
25 April: Mark, disciple, apostle, writer of the sec- made them widely read for years to come.
ond gospel
A godly woman who could lead and teach!
Mark, whose home in Jerusalem became a place of
rest for Jesus and His 12 apostles, is considered the
traditional author of the second gospel. He is also
usually identified as the young man, described in
Mark 14:51, who followed Christ after his arrest and
then escaped capture by leaving his clothes behind.
It can seem overwhelming at times, Covid,
Papias, in 130, said that in later years Mark became
Climate Change, and now Conflict, but the overall
Peter’s interpreter. If so, then this close friendship
encouragement of the Scriptures is to keep our
would have been how Mark gathered so much inforeyes on the Lord, yes to be aware of the storms
mation about Jesus’ life. Peter referred to him affecaround us and do whatever we can, but not to
tionately as his ‘son’.
forget that the Lamb who once was slain IS on
Mark was also a companion to Paul on his journeys.
the throne and holds the scroll of human history
When Paul was held captive at Rome, Mark was with in His hands.
him, helping him. Mark’s Gospel, most likely written
in Italy, perhaps in Rome, is the earliest account we
The plan is for Coastline to carry on for the
have of the life of Jesus. Mark died about 74 AD.
foreseeable future, and the Ed is very grateful for
Early in the 9th century Mark’s body was brought to comments of appreciation, but it would be good
to know if the balance of articles is right, and conVenice, whose patron he became, and there it has
remained to this day. The symbol of Mark as an evan- tributions are gladly accepted.
gelist is the lion, and is much in evidence in Venice.
Fairtrade is about the Power of your £££.
th
And
there
are other ways in which we can wield
29 April: Catherine of Siena, or how to survive in a
that power for good in the course of everyday,
large family
and not so everyday, shopping. It would be good
Catherine of Siena, who was born 1347, should be the to have some ideas sent in about how we can use
patron saint of anyone who has grown up in a large
the Power of our £££ to work for justice and the
love of God.
family, and mastered the two vital skills for survival:
how to stand up for yourself, and how to make peace
At the Christian Resources Exhibtion which
with others.
took place at Westpoint recently, the editor was
She was the youngest of at least 19 siblings! Her
able to acquire 3 free months subscription to the
father was a Sienese dyer, and wanted her to marry, Parish Pump. This admirable website provides far
but Catherine did not. She became a nun instead, a
more than you could ask or think, but it is hoped
member of the Dominican Third Order.
that our valued readers appreciate the selection
She spent six years in solitude, giving herself to prayer that was made for this month.
and penance. Then she moved back into the world,
through nursing the local sick people, and then begin12

April 2022 Diocesan Prayer Diary
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.” 1 Peter 1:3
Lord, I bow my heart before You and give You honour and praise. Oh God, strengthen my prayer life.
Help me to truly know who I am in Christ, to understand that You always hear me, to write down my
own prayer needs and the needs of others, and to
know that You really do know me.

Friday 1st – Saturday 9th This week of April Fool’s
Day, we thank you for the gift of faith and the hope
we have in you – even when in the eyes of the world
it can seem crazy to put our trust in someone we cannot see. Whatever is happening around us, give us
strong mustard seeds of faith and help us to know
that nothing is impossible with you.
1. For the Dawlish Coast Mission Community, its
priest Dallas Ayling, and for all who live and worship
in Dawlish with Holcombe and Cofton. We also pray
for Patrick Parks, Minister for Starcross and Kenton
with Mamhead.
2. On World Autism Day, Father, we thank you for
the gift of every child and adult in the autism community. Give us understanding and help us overcome
ignorance.
3. For the Devonport Mission Community, its clergy
Tim Buckley, Sue Nicholas, Ruth Sayers, readers
Lynda Buckley, John Wright, and for all who live and
worship in Devonport St Aubyn and Devonport Saint
Michael and Saint Barnabas.
4. In our link with Cyrus and the Gulf we pray for the
Archdeacon of Cyprus, the Venerable Christopher
Futcher.
5. For the Dunkeswell Mission Community, its priest
Jane Penn, and for all who live and worship in
Upottery, Sheldon, Plymtree, Luppitt, Dunkeswell and
Broadhembury.
6. For the East Clyst Churches Mission Community, its
clergy Marc Kerslake, Bernard Lane, Community
Chaplain Jude Carter, and for all who live and worship
in Whimple, Talaton, Sowton, Rockbeare, Clyst St
Lawrence, Clyst Hydon, Clyst Honiton, Broadclyst and
Cranbrook.
7. On World Health Day, we pray for those suffering
with long-term illness particularly long Covid. May
they feel the healing hand of God on this day.
8. For the East Exeter Churches, their clergy Tanya
13

Hockley-Still and Tatiana Wilson, at Saint Mark’s,
Exeter; Carl Robinson, at Whipton Saint Boniface.
9. For the Edgemoor Mission Community, its clergy Penny Lawson, Alison Rogers, LLM Richard Holloway, and for all who live and worship in West
Anstey, Rose Ash, North Molton with Twitchen,
Molland, Mariansleigh, Knowstone, High Bray,
East Anstey, Charles and Bishops Nympton.
Sunday 10th – Saturday 16th
I give you thanks, for you are good, and your mercy is endless. Here I stand, at the start of Holy
Week, looking ahead to Jesus’ passion and death.
Give me the courage to walk the road of suffering
one step at a time, and not be tempted to race
ahead to the empty tomb.
10. Father God, thank You that Jesus came humbly, riding on a donkey, proclaiming peace. We
pray for peace now, knowing the depths of conflict
around us. Make us instruments of your peace
and never let us lose hope.
11. For the Elburton Mission Community, its priest
James Croucher, LLM Linda Dodwell, and for all
who live and worship in Elburton.
12. For Institut Normand de Sciences Religieuses
(INSR) [Normandy Institute of Religious Education]
and the development of theological learning
among clergy and lay people in our link diocese of
Bayeux-Lisieux in France. For parishes, their clergy
and people in the area of Bretteville-sur-Laize.
13. For the Exe Valley Mission Community, its clergy Steph Gordon-Jeffs, Claire Curtis, and for all
who live and worship in Withleigh, Washfield,
Templeton, Stoodleigh, Rackenford, Oakford, Loxbeare, Cruwys Morchard and Calverleigh.
14. On Maundy Thursday Jesus showed he was the
servant king by washing his disciples feet. Lord
God, help us to be humble, to be quick to offer
help and slow to stand on ceremony.
15. Lord God, on Good Friday, we stand at the foot
of the cross remembering that Jesus paid the price
for our sins. We confess those things we should
not have done and the things we should have
done that we did not.
16. For Exeter Network Church, its leaders Jon and
Jo Soper and Bob Wallington.
Sunday 17th – Saturday 23rd
Thank you that your resurrection makes all things
new. When the situation seems hopeless you always have a plan and it is good. You hold the keys

over death and yours is the power and the victory. Help us live out the good news of Easter in
our everyday lives and give us the confidence to
share it with others.
17. We pray for each of our churches in the Diocese of Exeter this Easter Day and for everyone
who is going to church for the first time or after
a long time away. May they experience a warm
welcome and an invitation to know you better.
18. Dear Lord, we pray for families this Easter
Monday and for those who are spending the
day alone. Help us all to use this bank holiday to
spend time with people dear to us or to connect
with someone in our community who is lonely.
19. For the Five Alive East Devon Mission Community, its priest Julie Lomas, LLMs Anna
Crabbe, Gill Heighway, and for all who live and
worship in Yarcombe, Stockland, Shute, Kilmington and Dalwood.
20. We give thanks for all our Rural Deans, praying that they will know God’s love, guidance and
pastoral care as they minister alongside deanery clergy. May each be blessed, encouraged
and strengthened in their faith.
21. For the Five Red Churches Mission Community, its priest John Williams; for all who live and
worship in Powderham, Kenn and Exminster.
22. Lord, grant us the wisdom to care for the
earth and cultivate it. Help us to act now for the
good of future generations and all your creatures. Help us to become instruments of a new
creation, founded on the covenant of your love.
23. Lord God, you lit the flame of love in the
heart of your servant St George, so that he was
a powerful witness to your triumph over death.
Help us to have the courage to be powerful witnesses for you too.

Contact and Social Media Details
Benefice Office 01626 864322. usually open Tuesday and
Thursday mornings. At other times messages can be left.
st.gregs@btinternet.com.
For all three churches, enquiries about Baptism and Marriage can be made to the Parish Office or to The Reverend
Dallas Ayling, Rector of the Dawlish Coast Mission Community— 01626 867386. revddallasayling@yahoo.co.uk.
For enquiries about Funerals, contact Dallas directly.
St Mary’s Cofton: If you would like to receive regular
news from St Mary's, please contact the Churchwarden,
Valerie Jeffery, 01626 890401. St Mary's Hall bookings:

Sunday 24th – Saturday 30th
As the summer school term begins, we pray for our
schools, the children who go to them and the teachers
and other staff members tasked with helping every
child to achieve their God-given potential. After so
much disruption, we pray that they will know the uncomplicated joys of summer school days.
24. For the Forder Valley Mission Community, its clergy Chris Routledge, Keith Murphy, Ann Hosking, and
for all who live and worship in Eggbuckland with
Estover.
25. For the Four Ways Mission Community, its priest
Shaun O'Rourke, LLM Josie Foster, and for all who live
and worship in West Buckland, Swimbridge, Landkey
and East Buckland.
26. In our link in Melanesia, we pray that God will
provide opportunities for learning so that through
education, children and young people will have hope
and the right skills for a better future.
27. For the Goodrington Mission Community, its clergy Gary Deighton, Gerda van Ommeren, and all who
live and worship in Goodrington and Collaton St
Mary.
28. For the Haldon Mission Community, its clergy Carol Green, Jane Frost, Sue Astbury, LLMs Richard Frost,
Anna Venables, and for all who live and worship in
Teignmouth West, Teignmouth East, Ideford with Luton, Bishopsteignton and Ashcombe.
29. For the Hartland Coast Mission Community, its
clergy Jane Skinner, Madeline Bray, Jane Hayes, and
for all who live and worship in Woolfardisworthy
West, Welcombe, Parkham, Lundy, Hartland, Clovelly,
Bucks Mills, Buckland Brewer and Alwington.
30. For the Heavitree Mission Community, its clergy
Benjamin Rabjohns, Jolyon Seward, Andrew Johnson,
and for all who live and worship in Saint Mary Steps
and Heavitree with St Paul Exeter.

contact Brian Hodge on 01626 862445 or
email bhodgedawlish@aol.com
Website: www.cofe-in-dawlish.org.uk
Coastline Editor and Benefice Eco Champion
Revd Preb Christine Curd, 07771842334;
prebchris2020@gmail.com; next Ed date 21st April
All clipart is believed to be free to use on a non profit making
basis.
Find us on Facebook
St Mary’s Cofton; St Mary’s Church Hall, Dawlish Warren;
St George’s Holcombe; St Gregory’s Dawlish
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