Benefice ENewsletter
Dawlish with Holcombe and Cofton
15t October2023

| decided this week to write about pastoral care,
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what is pastoral care? These are just some of my [
thoughts, and | hope that this will start

conversations about this important subject.

Thinking abotipastoral care in the Bible | landed
very quicklyon Psaim 23W ¢ KS [ 2 NR  Amse . _
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Psalm but | have only just noticed that there is an important change in the midthe of
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through the course of the Psalm, and especially through the difficult challenges of life and
the shadow of death, the writer comes closer to God.
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In His own words, Jesus is the good shepherd, who lays down His life for His sheep; by

sheep He rmans you and me. And He would have had Psalm 23 on His mind when He spol
those words. But if Jesus provides the ideal of pastoral care in the Psalm, where does that
leave you and me? How does pastoral care work in our lives, and in our churches here anc




now? | suggest that everyone of us has a part to play. Every one of us can give pastoral ce
And we must remember that every one of us also needs pastoral care.

How does this care happen? | think that we need certain ingredients. What are those
ingredie/ i & K [ S (i @eénenibéringdidjust & lktiétkinking. You cannot give care to a
person if they just slip your mind. The second ingredient is some kiactioh to connect
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call, or send a text message, an email, or even a letter or a card.
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Which of these do you think would be most appreciated?
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The next ingredient isme. Giving and receiving pastoral
care takes time. But how much time? It may need very
little, but for another it may be much more. For one

person a quick text may be all that is needed, for another
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invitation to share a cup of tea, or even to share a meal;
sxomrk e OF 1S there a job that needs doing?

Another ingredient is &steningear, and possibly evemords of concern, encouragement

or prayer (though words are n@always needed and often best kept to a few). It is good to
rememberprayers (K2 dzZ3K L R 2 Yy Qificould bassliedt praysiforvadud oyGuNJ
could pray alone or together; and you can pray before, during or after you make that all
important connedion.

We are hoping that when our new Rectoaigpointed,they will have a heart for pastoral
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which we all can share. Let us

encourage one another in this

important matter of pastoral

care as we look forward to a nev

stage in the life of our benefice. ' b '
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With love in Jesus, who is the . '

good Shepherd '
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Services

15t October
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Tuesday Prayer Meeting on Zoom

R | Please do join us on Tuesday at 9am for a half hour
of prayer. We meet on Zoom.

Just click on thiBnk or go tohttps://zoom.us/join
and erter Meeting ID: 575 020 5964 and Passcode:
850653.

Mothers Union

We are inviting visitorso our meeting in the Upper Narthex on Tuesd&/Ctober

because the speaker will be Katie Drew, the Executive Officer of the Melandssion
UK.This is one of the missionary projects particularly supported by Exeter DidCatse.

has recently returned from a visit to the Solomon Islands, and she will be telling us ways w
can give practical supposs well as giving, especially fmpviding sewing machines,

patterns, cottons, etc.The meeting will start at 2pm and refreshments will be served
afterwards. All are welcome members of the congregation, friends, neighbours!


https://us04web.zoom.us/j/5750205964?pwd=UHRTQ0tISCtDbTVOY1U3S2oyeEhEUT09
https://zoom.us/join
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Wednesday % October between 2pm for tea, cake and
fellowship. All welcome.

Harvest Communion for the
whole Church Family

CKSNE gAftt oS I . NAy3A IHoIR { KIF N
CommuniorHarvest service on thé"8ctober.Thisyea® Harvest
gifts will be given to St Petrocks.

All are welcome!
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You may be aware that homelessness is rising, sadly and cost of living crisis is plunging
more households into destitutionln Exeter, the number of rough sleepers doubled last
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So please come along, be full of chee
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From all those seed carefully sown.
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We will need willing volunteers to decorate St
DNXB 32 NB Q & ¢ pleashldiolcdmi Zdhiéi ain
Friday &' October from 9.30am please!

For more information contact Georgie Moore direc®35486




Reader Service in Exet&athedral

The annual Reader service will be in Exeter
Cathedral at 2pm on Saturday, Octobé: Rew |
Readers in the diocese are admitted and licenst |
in this service. But it will be a very special servic
this year as Readers who had to give up their
license and were given PTO (Permission to
Officiate) when they reached the ripe age of 70 g
will be relicensed. Margaret Noel and Will Hals¢
are among those readers beinglieensed in the &=
service. Please do come and support them.

Eat and Enlightenment at The Castle Pub

Eat and Enlightenment will be taking place at the Castle p

in Holcombe on Tuesday™®® & TLIY® LF¥ &2d VY
please call 01626 439978.
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October between 9.30arm2noon. Coffee and biscuits will be
provided! The more the merrier would be very appreciated!

Ann Leighc retirement as reader!
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Sunday for her many years of service as a Reader.
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