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St George’s Holcombe

St Gregory’s Dawlish

Sunday 5th December Advent 2 8am Holy Communion, BCP;
9.30 am Holy Communion; Gregs@10; 11am Holy Communion
Sunday 12th December Advent 3 9.30 am Morning Worship;
10 am Holy Communion; 11 am Morning Worship
Thursday 16th Carol Service at St Mary’s Hall, 7pm
19th December Advent 4 Gregs@10; 9.30 Holy Communion;
4pm Carol Service; Carol Service; 6.30 Carol Service
Tuesday 21st December 4.30pm Service of the Longest Night
Christmas Eve
4pm Crib, Crib, Christingle with Crib
6pm Holy Communion. 11pm Holy Communion,
11pm Holy Communion
Love your Neighbour this Christmas, take a lateral flow! See P 9.
Christmas Day
10 am Holy Communion, Holy Communion
Sunday 26th Boxing Day 10 am said Holy Communion
Sunday 2nd January Christmas 2 8.00 Holy Communion BCP
Greg’s@10; 9.30 Holy Communion, 11.00 Dallas,
Wednesdays 10 am
Holy Communion on 8th, 15th, 22nd December; 5th January

Dallas writes: (continued overleaf)
Welcome to another addition of Coastline.
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St Mary’s Cofton
Telephone services 6.30 pm
on 5th, 12th December and
at 10.00 on Boxing Day.
(None on 2nd Jan). These are taken
using the conference call facility. If
you need to know the number to
ring or how to take part please
leave a message at the
Benefice Office -01626 864322

See Benefice e newsletter
for details of links for
Zoom Prayer meetings and
Morning Prayer.
To receive mailing email
st.gregs@btinternet.com

Farewell to Tim and Mary Collins
who are leaving us for pastures
new (See inside).
We will say our goodbyes
to Tim and Mary at the

Benefice Epiphany Party
Sunday 2nd January
2pm—5pm

St Mary’s Hall, Dawlish Warren.
Please bring your own food for a
picnic tea.

The Benefice Service
at St Paul’s Church,
Starcross, 31/10/21.

Dallas writes (cont. from front page)

Many thanks to Chris Curd for taking this on and
developing this new idea of having an E-magazine.
This was our last ser- This is a new adventure which is in its experivice as a Benefice of 4 mental stage so please do feed back to Chris or me
Churches as the Revd as to whether this is a good and helpful idea in our
Patrick Parkes will be communications, or not. Contributions are welcome. We want it to be informative, challenging,
licensed as Priest for
interactive and fun.
Starcross and Kenton
Chris has also responded to my request to find an
on 14th December.
Eco Champion for the Benefice. I think that it is so
important that we really begin to engage with how
The theme was
we can shrink our carbon footprint. There are
“Beginnings and End- some aspects which are going to be very challengings” and the sermon ing particularly when it comes to expensive
included a quiz—see heating systems but like COP26 we need to begin
the process of planning now for the future.
below for those who
Chris’ role will be to research and gather inforwere not there! You
mation for us, particularly from the Church of Engmissed something
land, both nationally and locally, and to help us to
good!
keep the subject on the agenda of our Church
Councils in a responsive way. If you have an interest too, please do get in touch with Chris.

From which books do these Beginnings come?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times
Call be Ishmael
It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in
possession of a fortune, must be in want of a wife.
It was a cold day in early April and a million radios were striking thirteen.
The scent and smoke and sweat fo a casino are nauseating at
three in the morning.
The mole had been working very hard all morning, springcleaning his little home.

and these Endings?
1.
2.

3.

Tomorrow, I’ll think of some way to get him back. After all,
tomorrow is another day.
I lingered round them, under that benign sky; watched the
moths fluttering among the heath and harebells, listened to
the soft wind breathing through the grass, and wondered how
anyone could ever imagine unquiet slumber for the sleepers
in that quiet earth.
It is a far, far better things that I do, than I have ever done; it
is a far, fare better rest that to go to than I have ever known.
4.
And so, as Tiny Tim observed, God bless US, Every One!
5.
The creatures looked from pig to man, and from man to
pig, and from pig to man again; but already it was impossible
to say which was which.
6.
But wherever they go, and whatever happens to them
on the way, in that enchanted place on the top of the Forest,
a little boy and his Bear will always be playing.

It would be helpful to identify at least one person
from each church who would be willing to engage
with this process with Chris.

We are finding our way with this and thinking how
this process might work across the Benefice. The
Church of England has made a commitment that
we should be carbon neutral by 2030. There may
already be discussions going on. I know that St.
Gregory’s has been thinking about solar panels for
example, so it would be good to share knowledge
and thoughts on this subject in a way which is theologically based, well informed and with urgency.
Dallas
I would far rather have too many offers of help
than none. Please get in touch to find out more—
contact details on back page. Chris C

Answers further on in the magazine. We were then asked to think about beginnings and endings in the Bible. Why not see which ones you can think of?
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Information from Teignbridge
Have your say on our draft Local Plan
2020-40
15th Nov—24 Jan. The consultation process gives you the opportunity
to comment on possible sites for wind turbines as well as on the approach to be
taken on solar PV development.; also
have your say on small sites for residential
development and a potential site for gypsy
and travellers' pitches. More information
including the online survey are online and
paper copies can be viewed at our Forde
House offices, local libraries and Town
and Parish Council offices.

Dallas wrote in the weekly newsletter for the
Last Sunday before Advent.:

Thank you!
A big thank you to the 30 people who attended
the “What next?” event which was facilitated by Revd. Preb. James Grier who is the Diocesan Mission Enabler.
At the event it was thought that we have
very capable and gifted lay people who could be
enabled to take on some of the tasks which are
needed.
I wonder whether you see yourselves in
that way. I have tried in my ministry to enable lay
people to participate in the life of the church and
to use their gifts. What lies before us gives everyone an opportunity to offer their gifts in the
service of Christ. This does mean a commitment
of time, but I always think it is like the loaves and
fish. We offer what we have, and God will bless
it and use it.
In the past I have prepared forms for people to fill in and a few might be filled in and returned. I am not going to do that this time because that will take me extra time to prepare.
Instead, I am going to ask you to think and
pray about what gifts you have and then write
them down either in an email or on a piece of
paper (with your name and telephone no.) and
let me have it. If there is something specific, you
think you can do then please say so.
Now this could be a challenge. My experience is that often people do not respond to requests for help and we can have a church culture
that we won’t step forward until we have been
asked specifically as an individual. That isn’t going
to work in the future, so we are going to have to
challenge ourselves over that culture and change
it. I know that some people are doing many
things. I know that some people will feel that
they have nothing to offer. Challenge yourself,
be bold, be honest with yourself. God has
not left you out in the gifting list because
he tells us in Scripture that we all have
gifts.
In the long term we are looking for people to
join the Baptism support team across the Benefice. Little Greg’s are always looking for extra
help on a Tuesday morning.

Thought—if you don’t know what to write or what to
offer why not say something like:
I feel uncertain/shy/embarrassed/not good enough /?
(or whatever is right for you) to do xyz
I don’t drive/ I have these physical constraints/ I don’t
like going out at night
But
I would like to help and if there is anything you think I
could do, please let me know./ I think I could do something like xyz

Yes, writing like that means we admit weaknesses—
guess what, we all have them—but what is the worse
that could happen? It may be that at the moment
there is not a task that needs doing that “fits” you, so
your offer may not be accepted immediately, but I
know that Dallas would be encouraged by your offer.
Ed

Cofton and Holcombe Ladies’ Lunch

So far, 20 different ladies have enjoyed meeting together at Amelia’s at Cofton Country. The next
lunch is planned for Tuesday 14th December, all being well, ad there will be the choice of a Christmas
dinner as well as the usual menu. Choice does not
have to be made in advance but if you are a lady
connected in any way to St Mary’s or St George’s,
you will be very welcome to join us. Please let Barbara Rains, Chris Curd or Valerie Jeffrey know in advance so that in these challenging times the staff
know how many (give or take) we will be. Have
warm layers as the venue will be ventilated!
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stop and look around us and be
thankful – thankful for family and
friends, and for the glory of God
made man in the form of a tiny baby
in Bethlehem, offering us God’s precious gift of life and peace.

Advent and Christmas Message
from the Bishop of Exeter.
What is the heart of Advent and Christmas
for you? Is it taking your Christmas decorations
out of storage, hanging them on the tree and then
standing back for that wow moment when you
switch on the lights for the first time? Is it hearing
the mellow tones of a Salvation Army band as
you do your Christmas shopping, the gingerbread
scent of Christmas baking or sitting down to
watch It’s A Wonderful Life in front of the fire?

+ Robert Exon

New General Synod Members
Elected to Represent Devon

A new team of people has been elected to represent
Devon on the General Synod of the Church of England.
The new lay members are: Luke Appleton, Simon Friend, Tim Hamilton and Georgia Willis.
The new clergy members are: Rev'd Prebendary Rosie Austin, Canon Morwenna Ludlow, the Venerable
Perhaps it is about family and friends,
Douglas Dettmer (Archdeacon of Totnes), Rev'd Karl
spending precious time with others, giving and
Freeman and Rev'd Graham Hamilton.
receiving hospitality, or gathering as a communiThey were elected by deanery synod members from
ty, singing Silent Night quietly together in a canacross the Diocese of Exeter.
dlelit carol service?
The General Synod is the main decision-making
This year we stand at a crossroads. The
body for the Church of England and meets three
pandemic is not over. We are gradually learning
times a year. It consists of the House of Laity (nonto co-exist with this virus as best we can. We still
ordained people), House of Clergy and House of
need to be vigilant and careful, but we are in a
Bishops.
very different place from this time last year. It is
Annie Jeffries, Chair of the House of Laity for
fair to say that after last Christmas and the lockdown that followed, we all have a greater appreci- the Diocese of Exeter, said "All the candidates ran a
well fought campaign with diligence and good huation and thankfulness for the simple Christmas
mour. On behalf of the laity of the Exeter Diocese I
pleasures, like drinks with neighbours or a rowdy
send my best wishes to the new members of General
game of charades.
Synod and look forward to working closely with both
And that thankfulness is what lies at the
clergy and lay representatives. over the next General
heart of Christmas for me. Thankfulness that
Synod term"
‘God so loved the world that he gave his only
Rev'd Mike Partridge, Chair of the House of
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
Clergy for the Diocese of Exeter, added "My thanks
not perish but have eternal life’ John 3:16.
to all who stood in the elections. Thank you to all for
At the end of the film A Muppet Christmas
your commitment to the life of the Church. On beCarol, the central character, Ebenezer Scrooge,
half of the clergy in Exeter Diocese, I know we will
played by the actor Michael Caine, sums it up
pray for you. We are grateful for the hard work, time
perfectly in the song, ‘A Thankful Heart’. He
and energy you will be giving to this important role."
sings, ‘Every night will end, and every day will
The nine new representatives will serve a five-year
start, with a grateful prayer and a thankful
term before elections are held again.
heart…. Stop and look around you. The glory
The first meeting of the new General Synod took
that you see is born again each day. Don’t let it
place from 14 to 16 of November.
slip away, how precious life can be.’

Thankfulness makes us bigger, more generous people. I pray that there will be precious
moments for each of us this Christmas, time to

Information from the Nov Session next edition
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same sex marriage services are not permitted in
Church. (The Church in Wales permits blessings.)
If that continues to be the case, as many hope
and pray and deeply believe it should, then many
will be deeply hurt.
If that changes, as many hope and pray and
deeply believe it should, then many will be deeply
hurt.
Which is why the last General Synod called for
a time of listening to each other, so that disagreeHow do questions about identity, sexuality, rela- ment will be with love and understanding.
If anyone wants to pursue any further undertionships and marriage fit within the bigger picture
standing there are the following resources in addiof the good news of Jesus Christ?
tion to the LLF website:

“The Bishops of the Church of England invite
worshipping communities across the country to
use the LLF resources to learn together during
2021 and early 2022. They hope that congregations will consider learning together with people
who have different perspectives and lived experiences. They hope that deeper relationships between people who differ in their lived experiences
and perspectives will be forged as a result of
learning together using the LLF resources.
Importantly, the Bishops are themselves
committed to learning using the resources and to
listening to what is emerging as worshipping communities across their dioceses feed back and reflect on their learning. This will enable the whole
people of God to feed into the Bishops’ discernment for the Church in 2022.” LLF website

Inclusive Church— https://www.inclusivechurch.org/
The Church of England Evangelical Council—
http://www.ceec.info/
These represent what might be called the opposite
ends of the spectrum of belief and understanding
and both sites have links to resource materials.

Anyone who has taken part in the course, in
person or online, is able to fill in the questionnaire
In addition, if you would like to borrow a copy of
as part of the feedback. It is accessible through the
the main LLF book, or the course booklet, please
website, see below. If you cannot do it online, concontact the editor. There are copies around.
tact the editor. We may be able to get a hard copy.
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living- Can you Cope with a Camel?!
love-and-faith
St Mary’s is hosting another
These are hard questions, but wherever we
Trail over Christmastide around
end up in our beliefs, we need to fully understand
Cockwood, Cofton and Eastdon.
others, even if we do not agree.
Last year it was the sheep that
23 people from all 4 churches have taken
got up to mischief and 22 differpart in the local groups led by
ent households took part. This
Tim Collins and Margaret Noel
year it is the turn of the camels
If you have missed out and would like to
to take the limelight. Do they get impatient whilst
remedy that, contact Tim or Margaret
waiting for the Wise Men? All displays should be
visible from the public road or path from St Mary’s
At the half-way point of the groups, opposite is a
up to and around the village and along the path to
word cloud of some of the reactions.
Eastdon from 19th December to 2nd January. If
Everyone is different!
you would like to take part by attempting to look
At the moment, the teaching of the Church of Eng- after a camel, or if you don’t live in the area, by
land is that marriage is between a man and a
creating a display of some sort to go along the
woman and blessings of same sex relationships and roadside, then please get in touch with Valerie
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Farewell and Thank You

day of the year, a cloudless blue sky, and in so
many ways, it has felt as if the sun has shone on my
time here in Dawlish ever since. And I can only be
A message from Tim Collins
the priest-in-charge in the Netherexe Mission ComWhere does the time go? Three and a half
years in the blink of an eye, a click of the fingers. It munity because of the love and support I have reseems but a moment ago when Mary and I first ar- ceived from everyone in the Dawlish Coast Mission
Community. I know that there are likely to be chalrived in Dawlish, moving into Shillingate Close on
lenging and difficult times ahead, but I will be susprobably the hottest day of the year! It would be
fair to say that we arrived with a certain amount of tained in my ministry thanks to the memories and
the experiences gained here. And so, with heavy
uncertainty and anxiety. Despite all the training,
despite the process of discernment and interviews heart it is ‘Farewell, and thank you.’
with bishops and diocesan officers and priests and
Though not quite ‘goodbye’ as I hope that
tutors, despite everyone saying ‘Yes’, there was still Mary and I will see as many people as possible on
a sense of ‘Really? This is what God wants me to
Sunday afternoon 2nd January at St Mary’s Hall,
do? This is where God wants us to be?”
Dawlish Warren for a time of fun and games and
For almost thirty years we had lived in a rela- our final farewell. All blessings, Tim
tively small village on the edge of Newton Abbot.
And certainly, my whole experience as a Reader
A few words from Mary ……
was within this small community. And now we find
Being the wife of someone whose role in life
ourselves in a thriving, bustling, busy town. Way
was clearly changing direction in a big way was a
outside our comfort zone, thank you very much!
But I needn’t have worried. From the very
huge challenge. I remember talking at a house
first time meeting with Dallas, from the gathering
group during our first year here about how, during
with the churchwardens and others at the vicarage, this transition from the safe life of teaching and
and from my very first service, this has been a time living in a familiar village to stepping into the unof great joy and growth and love. From the very be- known, I saw God as a small pilot light amidst a
ginning, I have been welcomed and accepted, supthicket of tangled vines and ivy inside of me.
ported and encouraged in my ministry.
As Tim says, throughout our time at Dawlish
Over the last three years or so, I have been so
we have witnessed the strength of support of
privileged to be part of the life of Dawlish and Holthose around us. As a result of this, gradually
combe, of Cofton and Starcross. It has been such an
the tangled vines started to clear. When I was hosamazing journey – being a close and intimate part
pitalised with pneumonia at the end of 2019, and
of so many people’s lives at those times of fundaon the long road to recovery, I had so much loving
mental change and deep personal importance – at
the beginnings of some people’s journeys – at wed- support which meant so much. The thoughtfulness
of so many of you really took me aback, especially
dings, and at baptisms; but also, being there at the
as it was so near Christmas.
endings, too.
Central to my life in Dawlish has been the
Over these three years some great memories
have been formed – French cricket with Bishop Nick sheer joy of being able to be a part of the church
on Dawlish beach; rambles and lunches with the
music group. I would like to thank Chris and the
Ramblers; getting absolutely soaked on the carnival group for all their welcome, support and encourparade; services on The Lawn, in the tent, at all the agement and coping with Mary’s crazy moments,
denominational churches in town; prayers at the
both musical and chatter !!
railway and on Red Rock, a drive-in service at DawlFor all of us Covid changed our lives. The
ish Warren, bobbing apples at Forget-Me-Nots, a
challenges of lockdown and fear were the same for
groom rushing off in the middle of his wedding to
all. How lucky that technology meant that we had
be violently sick! The solemn and the silly, the sathe telephone and computers to stay in touch. The
cred and the … well you get the drift!
word Zoom took on a whole new meaning. As a
And through it all the support, encourageresult of the pandemic, it has certainly been a time
ment and friendship of Dallas, who has been an inof two parts in Dawlish but throughout it all love
credible inspiration and just the perfect Training
has been at its core. “Thank you,” often seems an
Incumbent. In so many ways, I am ever grateful to
her for all that I have become. It must be the black, inadequate expression of gratitude but “Thank
you, everyone.” Mary xx
decaf coffee! (and the occasional liquorice…)
As I said, we arrived in Dawlish on the hottest
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Routemap to Net Zero Carbon

Eco Church and Climate Corner
In February 2020, the General Synod
of the Church of England called on the
church to become Net Zero Carbon by
2030; to eliminate the use of fossil fuels, examine carbon
emissions and reduce or eliminate as much as possible,
and only offset what could not be eliminated.
Since then the national Environmental Working
Group has been busy and has produced a 37 page document as a “routemap”. Those who wish are invited to peruse this and engage with a questionnaire on it.
For those of us who would like to see some action sooner rather than later, there has now appeared on
the CE website a whole raft of resources, and part of my
role as Eco Champion for the Benefice is to try to be
aware of these, be able to signpost to different areas of
help, and break down the task into manageable chunks.
There are some things that are “quick wins”, but
equally we should not shirk the more challenging as the
longer something will take to do, the sooner it is contemplated and researched, the better.
Alongside the Net Zero Carbon, individual churches
are very strongly urged to engage with the Eco Church
Scheme run by the Christian Environmental Organisation
A Rocha. This is a tool to highlight actions that can be taken to be more eco friendly. A healthier planet is more able
to withstand the current challenges.
Why should we engage with all this?
I can see 2 opposite dangers
1.
We see the task as being too big and difficult , and
out of our personal control, so we don’t do what we
can do. Basically we (reluctantly?) shrug our shoulders.
2.
We see the task as being too overwhelming and succumb to a climate anxiety that is not good for our
mental or spiritual health.
What I will be championing is a way which does not
dwell on the grim, but which seeks to do what it can, in
the belief that every little helps, that our actions can be
prophetic and witness to the world around, that we
should respect the Creator’s handiwork and not abuse the
home he has given us more than we have.
Actions will ultimately be the decisions of the
Church Councils, and those to whom they have delegated
various matters, but I will be championing various actions,
both informally through Coastline, but also more directly.
To do this, I will need help and how this works out may
very well be different in each of our three churches. So
get in touch!
Revd Prebendary Chris Curd, Eco Champion, Dawlish Benefice.
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The link to the consultation – just be
warned – it will be a commitment to
do this! Not for everyone.
https://www.churchofengland.org/
sites/default/files/2021-10/
gs_misc_consultation__routemap_to_net_zero_2030.pdf
The link to the survey
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
CoE_NZC
The “Home Page” for climate and eco info
on the CE website
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/
environment-and-climate-change
QUICK WIN
Sign up to a Green Electricity Provider as
soon as possible. This will make your electricity Net Zero Carbon.
This suggestion has been sent to the three
churches, but it is something that can be
done by households, and is 100% recommended by the CE nationally.
(Disclaimer! In these difficult energy times,
please be wise about how you do this. It is a
personal decision for each household.)
The November edition of Which? Magazine
has an article on Green energy companies,
scoring them for “greenness” and how
“green electricity” is measured. If anyone
would like to see the article, get in touch.
Which? awarded its first Eco Provider
badges to three energy companies, scoring
them out of 25.
•
Good Energy (19),
•
GEUK (16)
•
Ecotricity (14).
•
“these are the long-standing sustainable frontrunners. No newcomer firms
scored highly. Going the extra mile to
course renewable electricity and gas
takes time, money and investment.
Fast-growing brands
•
Bulb and
•
Octopus Energy did well.”

Talking Toilet Paper

We talk about saving our forests but destroy millions of trees annually to make toilet paper. Sounds
really bizarre, right? But, true!
Apparently, an average person uses about 384
trees within their lifetime in the form of toilet paper. So,
as startling as it might seem, toilet paper and deforestation have a profound link that we have failed to contemplate.
While only 25 percent to 30 percent of the world’s
population uses toilet paper, over 83 million rolls of toilet
paper are produced every day.
According to a World Watch magazine issue,
worldwide, an equivalent of almost 270,000 trees are
either flushed or dumped in landfills every day and
around 10 percent of that total is attributed to toilet paper. The numbers come as no surprise as the US has the
largest consumer base for toilet paper, followed by
France and the UK in second and third place, respectively.
Traditional toilet paper manufacturers use virgin
trees to make their products, destroying many forests
blindly. In many forests, these virgin trees are oldgrowth which means it took them at least 100 years to
reach maturity.
A 2017 Greenpeace report discovered that “a
large extent of the Swedish Great Northern Forest and
the biodiversity contained within it is being threatened
by the timber industry.” It was also found that the forest
was being cut down owing to the ever-increasing demand for virgin pulp, much of which is being used for
tissue products. Planetcustodian.com

Calling all Flower Arrangers.
I don’t know how many of you
saw the coverage of the Chelsea
Flower Show in September, but I
was interested to hear that the
RHS has banned the use of Floral
Foam in all of its shows.
The foam is made of plastic and apparently contains formaldehyde and other known carcinogens and is extremely bad for the environment.
There are all sorts of ideas for substitutes on line
but at Chelsea they shared this idea.
Use some of the compostable wrap in which
many things are posted to us now and fill it with
moss or other soft eco friendly material which
holds water. By tying the wrap tightly around
the filling you can create a pillow to your desired
shape and size which should act almost like the
“Oasis”.
Perhaps some of those who flower arrange
would like to send in some of
their ideas, perhaps with a
photo?

Calling all Dish Washers
human that is!
When you plunge your hands in the suds or clean
surfaces, what do you use? I discovered recently
that even so called “eco” cloths (I think so called
because they do not need so much cleaning liquid)
can be made of plastic! So now we buy washable
and reusable cloths made of sustainable materials
such as wood pulp or bamboo. If you are not sure
where to start looking for these, Poppadums stocks
an excellent range of eco friendly cleaning items.
There are also many different websites as well.
Would readers like to send in their favourite place
for sourcing these things?

Question? Do you think that our churches should use sus- The Medicine Packet Recycling Programme.
tainable and ethical toilet paper? If so, is there anyone who
would like to do some research on line and compare the
different products? Companies include Naked Sprout, Who
Gives a Crap, Bumboo, but there may very well be others.
Offers gladly accepted.

What if COP26 disappoints?

The Mothers’ Union has provided boxes to go
at the back of our churches in which you are
invited to place empty medication blister
packs. These will then be taken to Superdrug
for Recycling.

tions. Work to ensure that your church is doing its bit. You
can use the CE’s Energy Footprint Tool and sign up for A RoThere are plenty of ways to respond:
1 The UK was the first major economy to announce cha UK’s Eco Church scheme.
that it would have net-zero emissions by 2050. The 3. There will be many campaigns and activities launched
after COP26 by charities and other organisations keen to
Government needs to be pushed hard to keep to
accelerate climate action in the UK and around the world.
this, and accelerate the rollout of a net-zero infrastructure around the country. Use your democratic These make a real impact; so, sign up to the ones that intervoice to write to or meet your MP and urge them to est you. For example, in 2015, a group of NGO’s, including
Christian Aid, CAFOD and the RSPB, got the Conservative,
make this a reality.
Labour and Lib Dem leaders to make commitments to phas2. The Church of England has a net-zero emissions
ing out coal use. Coal contributed 25% of UK electricity in
date of 2030, as voted on by the General Synod. If
2015, and today it is just 1%.
this can be achieved, it will be a great example of
Joe Ware of Christian Aid, Church Times, 22nd Oct 21
faith in action, and a role-model for other institu8

Now we do. “Lord have mercy”. But if we are truly
sorry, then we will go in a different direction where
we can, to start to live out lives that our more susAdvent and Christmas
tainable – see elsewhere in this august publication.
Fasting and Feasting
There is a time for fasting, and a time for
Repentance and Celebration
feasting, a time for repentance, but also a time for
As I put this edition together, I was struck by the
celebration.
huge contrast between what is happening to the
I cannot end this without sending all our love
world and elsewhere in the world, on one hand,
and prayers to Tim and Mary Collins as they move on
and on the other, our celebration of Christmas.
to pastures new in the New Year. We will miss them.
Advent in the Church of course is technically a
It will be good to see as many as possible at the
penitential season, hence the purple liturgical col- Epiphany Party to say “farewell and God speed” to
our, and then we have the twelve days of Christthem. We also are saying “farewell and God speed”
mas. However, you don’t need me to tell you that to our friends at St Paul’s, Starcross, as they leave
in our culture things have slipped just a bit! The
our Benefice to join with Kenton. Both of these
Local Council last year was advertising Christmas
events will make things different in our Dawlish
Tree collection on 4th January, and even we have
Coast Mission Community, not least for Dallas as we
our Tree Festival in Advent. Having November des- all prayerfully enquire “what now?” And of course,
ignated as the Kingdom Season, does give us a bit the pandemic is still with us and the future can feel
more of a chance to orient ourselves to the mean- unknown and uncertain – we have Father Abraham
ing that our faith in Jesus gives to this time of year. for company there as well as many of the saints who
So, I would like to muse for a paragraph or
have gone before us.
two on that word “Repentance”. Now, dear readMay I prayerfully wish all readers a Happy and
ers, you must forgive me if I repeat what many of Holy Christmas, and the knowledge of Immanuel,
you will have heard time and again from preachGod with us, as we go into 2022. Ed
ers. Repentance is not about “saying sorry” but
“doing sorry”. The word translates a Greek word
From Devon County Council 19th Nov 21
which literally means “change of mind”. Now that
does not mean a change of mind in the sense of
Government announces new advice on
“Oh, I think I’ll change my mind and will have anwhen to take a rapid lateral flow device test
other mince pie”. Nor does it mean that I have
changed my opinion about something, but it really Previously, the advice has been to take LFD tests
regularly twice a week. But the new advice is
doesn’t affect me at all, it is just compartmentalthat people in England should be taking a
ised in my brain. No, what it means is a radical
change of direction; a change of worldview, a reor- LFD test on days when they are more likely
to catch or spread COVID-19. For example:
ientation of thought and belief so profound, that
1) when they will be in a high risk situation that day,
my life was going in that direction, it is now going
such as mixing with other people in crowded inin this.
Sometimes in the prayers of Penitence in the door spaces where there is limited fresh air
2) before they visit people at higher risk of severe
services, we use the version where we repeat
illness, if they were to get COVID-19
“Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy”. And someSteve Brown, Devon’s Director of Public
times we can offer up situations where we confess Health, said: Around 1 in 3 people with coronavirus
that we do not love our neighbour as ourselves,
do not have symptoms, but may still be infectious
nor care for the poor and needy. “Lord have merand able to give the virus to others. Llateral flow
cy” we pray in words of repentance.
tests help identify people with the virus, so that
So, a question: how will you show your care
they can self-isolate and arrange a confirmatory
for the poor and needy this Christmas? What acPCR test."
tions will you take?
LFD tests are available from Devon’s Community
Another example: I think we are all so sorry
Testing Service at a range of locations across Devon, your local pharmacy or they can be ordered
for the way the planet has been affected by our
lifestyles. For most of our lives, for those of us who online for home delivery.
are more senior in years, we did not understand.
9

From Penny, a member of St Mary’s

11-4; Thurs 9th 3-7; Entry free, donations to charity.

From Ann S, a member of St George’s
Wilderness Christmas: Northern B.C., Canada
(1960) , where Ann was a teacher.
In a community of subsistence farmers,
living in the foothills of the Rocky mountains,
Christmas was a special occasion for the children. The community worked as one to raise
money to buy each child a present by holding
box socials and barn dances all in the school
room. A few days before Christmas the community gathered in the decorated schoolroom,
sitting on homemade benches to watch a
Christmas concert by the school children, followed by a visit from Santa. Excited children
dressed in their best clothes each received a
present. Wrapping paper flew in all directions
followed by great cries of excitement as the
gifts were then shown to everyone. Christmas
day was just another day of chores, checking
the trapline, bringing in the water, chopping the
wood and feeding the animals.

For more than 20 years, our Christmases were
spent far from home, in unseasonably hot weather,
mainly in the Arab world. There was little recognition
of our Christian festival but we made our own memories as a family, with our community of fellow
expatriates.
Khartoum, in the Sudan, in the eighties, with its
challenges of lack of communication systems, power
cuts, water shortages, unmade roads and political unrest, have left me some unconventional but
pleasurable images of Christmas •
a day off, granted by special dispensation from
our college and the most respectful of ‘Eid’
greetings from our Sudanese colleagues;
•
waking up on Christmas morning to a thick golden fog over the city following a ‘haboob’ dust
storm, leaving layers of grit on every surface;
•
Christmas dinner at the Sudan Club, with waiters
in full regalia, serving stodgy pudding and custard, in pristine white robes, turbans and red
sashes;
•
the illegal home brew bubbling in the heat of a
cupboard in preparation for the celebrations;
•
some baubles brought from home adorning a
thorn branch;
•
a few chocolate treats imported via the Embassy
shop and anxiously awaited letters from home,
mailed through these privileged diplomatic
channels;
•
marvelling at the stillness and pure beauty or
the Nile, alive with nature, so far from the dayto-day challenges.

From Peter and Liz, St George’s: visiting family
Christmas in the Southern Hemisphere
In South Africa –
Searching for an elusive real Christmas tree –
The first Christmas in Johannesburg for us and
our family involved a late search for a turkey and
tree. Both were achieved but the turkey was frozen
and came from Brazil and sadly the tree was completely devoid of needles before December 25th!
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Attending the local parish church which
was, as always, full with a multinational congregation proving that South Africa really is a rainbow nation. Observing an open-air service being
held by the local split (stream). Playing with
granddaughters in the swimming pool on the
morning of Christmas day.
In Australia –
In this case the turkey was local and fresh but
was cooked on a barbeque. Boxing Day “walk” on
the beach in non-stop sunshine and 30C+. Despite it being summer most Christmas cards were
of traditional design with robins, reindeer, snow
etc. Having left a cold London 24 hours before
we found ourselves on a warm evening sat on
the grass at a “Picnic in the Park” style Carol Concert with a big screen and in some cases, different music and words using Australian English. Try
singing this to the tune of “Jingle Bells”
Dashing through the bush,
In a rusty Holden Ute,
kicking up the dust,
esky in the boot,
kelpie by my side,
singing Christmas songs,
it's Summer time and I am in
my singlet, shorts and thongs
oh! Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way,
Christmas in Australia on a scorching summers
day, Hey!
jingle bells, jingle bells, Christmas time is beaut !
oh what fun it is to ride in a rusty Holden Ute.
Translations -- Ute – pick-up truck ;
Esky – cool box; Kelpie – dog;
Thongs – flip flops
Christmas in Assisi Ann L, St George’s and St Greg’s
December 24th. A crisp, cold night with a myriad
of stars in the sky and a bright moon…….. and
absolute silence as I waited alone where my taxi
had left me, outside the closed gates of the sanctuary, high up Mount Subasio above Assisi. Others arrived, a friar unlocked the gates, and in silence we followed him along a pathway lit by
flickering nightlights.
During the Mass I sat right at the front of
the tiny church close to the altar, tears streaming
down my face when the priest held up the lifesized figure of the Christ-child for the final bless-

ing. Then, as he held the baby high above his head,
we silently followed him outside where a very large
crowd was waiting in the open air.
The line moved slowly until we each in
turn reached two costumed figures, Joseph and
Mary who was now holding the Christ-child in her
arms. Some kissed the baby, others placed a hand
on his head, then we turned and quietly left to return to the city.
I refused offers of lifts down the mountainside
and chose to walk alone the two miles or so down
the winding mountain road. My most vivid memory
of that magical evening is of the moon and stars
above me and the Christmas bells of all the churches
in Assisi ringing out below me.
Christmas in Prison—A former chaplain
The Carol Service had to be run like a military
operation. Lists made, timings planned, security
considered. Arranging with Security for the searching of all visitors, including the Salvation Army Band.
Negotiating for mince pies to be provided.
Keeping a very close eye on the residents as they
helped themselves.
The toughest looking of men singing “Away in
a Manger” at the top of their voices.
Teaching the orderly how to decorate a Christmas Tree.
Each member of the Chaplaincy team personally signing 650 Christmas cards—quite an operation
in itself. Getting permission to bring in 650 Mars
Bars (bought with donated not public funds).
Bringing in members of Prison Fellowship to make
up 650 small packages—Mars Bar, small diary , Quiz
(prize yet more Mars Bars!), Christmas letter and
the signed Card.
Going along the landings on Christmas Eve,
unlocking and leaving the packets, often on top of
the feet of a sleeping prisoner. The heartfelt thanks
from many when they realised we had troubled to
sign the cards.
The people walking in darkness ...
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The Three Shepherds
We were watching the sheep
And the night was as deep
And as dark as the devil’s eye.
The only thing bright,
On that cold winter’s night,
Was a new star that shone in the sky.
When just over there
Where the ground is all bare,
A very bright light just appeared.
And a stranger stood there
With a glow round his hair –
I’m telling you guys it was weird.
Now Zack, who’s got pluck
Said “we’re out of luck
I think that’s an alien bod”
But the guy in the glow
Said, “Fellows, don’t go
For I’ve brought you a message from God.”

So we settled back,
Me, Benjy and Zack,
And passed round a drink form our jar.
And the guy in the flame
Said the name of the game
Is to head up and follow that star.
“He said, “Fellows, look
You’ll go down in God’s book
If you carry out His master plan.
Just head down the road –
Find a stable abode
And inside, the Saviour of Man.

He said, with a nod,
“That’s an order from God,
So, I don’t want to hear any lip.”
An Zack like a fool
Said “Okay man, keep cool
I’m ready to go that trip.”
Then off went that light
on that cold winters’ night
And we looked at the star in the sky,
And Benjy said “Hell”
And Zack said “Oh well”
And I said, “Let’s give it a try.”
So by dawn the next day
We were well on our way
With Zack at the back with our gear.
And by the star’s rays
We were able to gaze
On the One who would conquer all fear.
We all said “hello!”
To Mary and Joe,
Then we looked at the child in the hay,
And the look of surprise
I saw in Zacks’s eyes
Like a kid on his first Christmas day.
Now we’ve all heard the story
Of promise and glory,
And how a Messiah would come,
But those prophets of old
Never foretold
The Lord God would send down his own Son.
E.D.C. , a Life sentence prisoner, written in the 1990’s and
used since with permission.

Just make your way down
To Bethlehem town,
And there, at the back of an inn,
Ticked up in the straw
Is the one you adore,
A baby who’ll save you from sin”.
The wisdom of the wonderful counsellor
guide you,
The angels of the Lord of hosts guard you,
The strength of the mighty God uphold you,
The love of the Everlasting Father enfold you,
The joy of the Prince of peace be yours,
This Christmastide and for ever.
Ian Cowie

The blessing of the One who was, who is, and who is to come
Be upon you all,
Redeeming your past,
Filling your present,
Lighting up your future.
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Ian Cowie, both reproduced in “Hay and Stardust”, Wild Goose Publications
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The Big Green Harvest Trail

Leading prayers in church workshop

Organised by St Mary’s, Cofton, this took place over
10 days at the end of September around Cockwood,
Cofton and Eastdon. It coincided with the Big Green
Week and lead up to the Harvest Festival. All the entries were wonderful with great variety. I wonder if
anyone has tried the green tomato and fallen apple
chutney? Pictures of all the displays were shown during St Mary’s Harvest Festival service.
Favourite names : To Bee or not to Bee (Ruth); We're
Living on the Veg (Babette)
Favourite Displays: Harvest the Sea (Kassie);
Bottle Pots (Rhea)
Close runners up were: Hen Night (Stella); Pear of
Wellies (Karen); Nature's Recycling (James aged 3);
Big Red Tractor (Felicity), and a Special Commendation for Florence for sharing the inspiration behind
her Save the Bees display. Those which received the

22nd September in St Gregs

most votes were those which raised a
smile and/or those which conveyed a
message. But the important thing was
that so many took part again and
made it so worthwhile and enjoyable.

Thanks to Helen and Dallas for the inspiring workshop giving some helpful guidance on
leading prayers in church attended by eight of
us across the Benefice.
The practical part of the workshop was
the actual “doing” in front of a microphone!
Interestingly, the technique for using St Gregs
mics involves projecting one’s voice to a certain extent and speaking directly into the microphone about one hand-width distance.
At short notice the participants crafted
brief prayers of “asking on behalf of others”,
Helen’s description of intercession in the context of a Eucharist service.
We were encouraged to be focussed and
specific under the topic headings:
praying for the world, the church, the community, and the sick. Each participant was given
one topic and limited time to create a single
sentence petition; and so the contributions
were offered. Hearing the prayers from a diverse group conveyed the true value of this
form of praying.
We discovered that under the disciplines
outlined above and despite our meagre efforts,
our impromptu prayers came across as meaningful and even uplifting.
Dallas announced that we were “hired”!
MM Sept 21

Overheard in Boots
They have discovered that inhalers recycled in the general kerbside recycling
emit as much Carbon Dioxide in one
year as the whole of the fleet of NHS vehicles put together.
Please bring your used inhalers back to us as it is

January Church Services
Holcombe—9.30; Dawlish—10.00; Cofton—11.00
Jan 9th, Baptism of Christ. (Also Plough Sunday)
D & C—HC; H –MW
Jan 16th, Epiphany 2; Greg’s@10; H-HC; C– MW
Jan 23rd, Epiphany 3; D & C—HC; H—MW
Jan 30th, Presentation of Christ in the Temple, also
known as Candlemas. Benefice Service at St Greg’s
Weds at 10.00, HC @ St Greg’s
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Cliff’s blog

dated 14th Oct
A parable of the (kiwi) vine. There
was so much rampant vegetation
that what was fruiting was in danger of being smothered.
Finally got round to pruning my very overgrown
kiwi plants. The variety is Haywood , it is not self fertile like Jenny’s-it requires a male and female, 2 separate plants. The plants take a long time before they
are mature enough to flower between 5-7 years. Usually the male flowers first and several years later the
female is mature enough to flower and produce fruit.
I planted my kiwi a couple of years after moving here
obvious had to wait for a least 5 years before I had
my first fruit which then lived for several years. Suddenly my female plant died which was very depressing. I couldn’t find a female replacement of the variety.
However a year later I noticed a weak shoot
coming up from the dead plant, so I carefully protected it and over the last 4 years it has grown into a sizeable vine. Each year I have looked carefully for any
sign of flower bud formation but looked in vain. Again
this year, no sign of flowers, so it was a great surprise
as I cut away masses of the intertwining vines to find
the first and only fruit. It is not ready for picking yet,
normally late November/ early December the fruit
becomes slightly soft and has that wonderful flavour.
The other thing that makes this variety different from
Jenny is that it is very large as big as if not bigger than
anything in the shops.
Today I was very excited to find it, next year
there should be a lot more. Well worth the wait!
If you plant it, they will come.

You might think that all
flowers are good for
bees and other insects.
Wrong!!
Over the years many of the
flowers that we see in our gardens and parks have
been so bred and developed that they no longer
attract wildlife. Most annual bedding plants are hopeless if you want to help the creatures. This includes
busy lizzies, begonias, pansies, petunias and pelargoniums –commonly but wrongly called geranium.
Equally useless are most double varieties, and sadly
some plants bought from some Garden Centres may
contain pesticide residue.
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However, there is good news. The RHS has downloadable sheets giving comprehensive details of
Plants for Pollinators, and here are just a few suggestions of flower bed plants, many of which will
also thrive in pots.
Lavender, single roses and dahlias, antirrhinum,
penstemon, cornflower, cosmos, rudbeckia
(coneflower) , echium, geranium (cranesbill) and
most of the herbs. It gladdened my heart this
summer to see the lavender and echium swarming with bees and I love
seeing the backside of a
bumble bee disappearing
into an antirrhinum or penstemon flower.
So if you have a flower bed, or even a couple of
pots, why not plant something that will really help
the natural world? Even if you only have room for
one plant? Just imagine the effect if every garden
in the country was crammed full of these flower?
Lots of happy bees and butterflies and other
creatures and a healthier ecosystem.
The photo was taken last year in a Cockwood garden. It
shows a butterfly on a flowering bush. What is the butterfly
and what is the bush? Answer further on!

St Mary's Church Hall
at Dawlish Warren is once again coming alive and
flourishing after a very slow start, but with everyone still taking great care. The regulars are mostly
back and new ventures have started. There is now
ballroom dancing, Pilates, dog training and the
wonderful recently started up Busy Bees, is blossoming. It is lovely to see the Mums and childminders with their charges at the hall; all thought of and
set up by Natasha Cleave with around 30 babes and
tots and their corresponding parents/childminders
in attendance. It shows that this was something
desperately needed in Dawlish Warren although
there are people from Dawlish and Starcross who
come as well.
This year's Carol Service at St Mary's Hall will be
on Thursday 16th December at 7pm and although the leader of the High C's is not available
that day we are hoping that members of the
choir will be with us. But in any case the evening
of Carols and Readings for Christmas will take
place and we will serve mulled wine and mince
pies afterwards. We hope lots of people will
come. Ruth Cann

Worldwide

Box prepared by Marjorie’s housegroup.

Church
https://www.samarasaidappeal.org/

Information from
the websites

We live in a world of terrible hunger

Many readers will remember when we sent
clothing and other necessities to those who
had fled their homes in Iraq and Syria. As the
situation changed, this no longer became possible, but Samara has not been idle! Under the
local leadership of Dr A they have set up drop
in centres for widows and orphans, providing a
good meal, love and educational facilities. They
have, as an answer to prayer, finally gained
permission to convert a building purchased 2
years ago into a small hospital, and are growing
wheat and other foodstuffs on land they now
own., which has a well.
The food situation is desperate. The main
wheat growing area is in the hands of rebel
forces and the wheat is exported. Most of the
population are living under government control but that area can only produce 1/4 of what
is needed. Most of the rest comes from Russia,
but Russia is starting to restrict this, the global
price of wheat has gone up and the value of
the Syrian currency has gone down.

The major drivers are:
•
Conflict
•
Covid-19
•
Other economic shocks
•
Weather extremes
Many of the hungry are our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Often they suffer extra deprivation, just because of their faith in the Lord Jesus.
But some of us have food to spare.
food.gives is your opportunity to share your food
with hungry believers around the world. It’s like a local
foodbank … but it’s international and it’s for poor and
At the end of September, Dr A wrote:
persecuted Christians.
Winter is coming, and people are afraid. Fuel is
scarce, and is so heavily rationed and expenThis is how it works
sive now that most ordinary workers cannot
1. Fill your box. Commit to putting toafford to fill their car tank without spending
gether a monthly food box of dry food
their entire month’s salary. The cost of buying
items. You could do this as an individual, one gas cylinder to cook food is now 2-3 times
a family, a Sunday School class, a Bible study group or the average ordinary worker’s monthly salary.
any other group.
The government have begun distributing subsiWe will send you a food.gives Starter Pack dised gas cylinders at affordable prices, but
these are only available every three months, or
containing everything you need to get
even less frequently, yet one cylinder will only
started.
last around three weeks. The poorest and aver2. We will ship it. When your box is full,
send it to the warehouse and we will ship it age workers won’t be able to cook for the other 2 - 2 1/2 months, or longer, in between. For
to hungry Christians in places of pressure
electric cookers, there isn’t enough electricity,
and persecution.
especially during winter, to guarantee that
3. Families fed. Because of your generosity, families
people can cook their food. Sometimes we go
will be fed. “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
for a few days without electricity, Some of the
least of these brothers and sisters of Mine, you did for
water stations haven’t had enough power lateMe.” (Matthew 25:40)
ly to pump water to people’s homes. So
The food shortage is so acute in many countries that, even though people go without water to their homes too.
sending money may be quicker, there is not enough food available to be purchased locally and prices can be very high. We also
cannot send money to a number of countries because of sanctions applied by their governments. But we can send food.
https://www.food.gives/ 01793 317778
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Information accurate as at mid November.

Introducing

Introducing Eco Church
Eco Church is an A Rocha UK project, run in partnership with
Christian Aid, The Church of England, The Methodist Church,
Tearfund, The United Reformed Church and Allchurches
Trust Limited
A Rocha UK, 80 Windmill Road, Brentford, TW8 0QH, UK t:
020 8574 5935 | e: ecochurch@arocha.org |
w: arocha.org.uk | Registered charity number 1089276
© Copyright 2016-2020 A Rocha UK. All rights reserved.

A Rocha
You don’t have to be “on-line” to receive their
magazine Root and Branch
The following is taken from their website
https://arocha.org.uk/

How Eco Church Works
Churches complete the unique online Eco Survey about
how they are caring for God’s earth in different areas of
their life and work. The answers a church provides will
collect points towards an Eco Church Award – the more
your church does, the more points you get!
If your score doesn’t gain you an Eco Church Award
straight away it doesn’t matter – the idea is to complete further actions in order to gain the points necessary for an Award. For example, you can switch to a
green energy company or start using Fairtrade tea and
coffee supplies to gain Eco Church Award points.
The survey takes you through five key areas of church
life:
•
Worship and teaching
•
Management of church buildings
•
Management of church land
•
Community and global engagement
•
Lifestyle
It takes into account whether or not your church has
buildings or land, and you can save your survey responses at any point and return to update them as your
church completes additional actions.
Our free, Eco Church resources give lots of support and
advice about how to make the changes your church
needs to become an Eco Church. There are three levels
of Eco Church Award – Bronze, Silver and Gold. In order
to qualify for an Award you must attain the required
standard in each of the areas covered by the Eco Survey that apply to your church (some churches do not
have buildings or land). You can see when you have
gained sufficient points in each Eco Survey category by
looking at the coloured lines that appear on screen
with the Eco Survey questions. The lines will change
colour as your points accumulate to reflect the level of
Award you have achieved in that category.
If all categories have turned bronze, you have reached
the standard to qualify for a Bronze Award; if they all
turn silver you have reached the standard to qualify for
a Silver Award, and so on. However, if just some of your
categories turn silver while the others turn bronze, for
example, you have achieved a Bronze Award (rather
than a Silver Award) because that is the level you have
achieved in all the relevant areas.

Responding to the biblical mandate to care for
the earth, and demonstrating the Christian hope
for God’s world, we are working with:
•
Churches through our Eco Church programme
•
Christian leaders through our interdenominational convening work
•
Families and individuals through our Wild
•
Christian scheme and community, supporting
people to enjoy, nurture and defend nature in
their own homes and communities, and by
campaigning
•
Christian land managers through
our Partners in Action network. This network
includes our own two nature reserves, Foxearth Meadows and Wolf Fields,
which are also demonstration sites to inspire
and enable others to manage small or larger
areas of land for the benefit of people and
nature
A Rocha UK is part of the worldwide family

of
A Rocha organisations committed to nature conservation as an expression of Christian mission.
We work collaboratively with others who
share our passion for nature, a healthy environment
and a just transition to a low carbon world, ever
more critical in a time of climate and biodiversity
crises.
Root & Branch is our twice-yearly flagship
magazine. It focuses on a topical theme and includes well-researched, scientifically sound articles, interviews, stories from individuals and Eco
Churches, a Biblical reflection and ideas for action.
It also contains updates on the work of A Rocha
UK and the wider international A Rocha family.
Root & Branch is free to our regular donors
and our mission partner churches who support our
work with a monthly gift of £3 or more. You can
also purchase individual issues for £4.50 each,
which includes postage and packaging. Please contact the office on uk@arocha.org or 020 8574 5935
to request a copy.

Once all the categories on your Eco Survey indicate
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Let’s go
Eco Church!!

that you have enough points for an Award, you will be
asked whether you want to apply for an award. For
Bronze and Silver Awards we will require confirmation
from your church leader that they have seen and approved the Eco Survey responses provided on behalf of
your church. This will be done electronically, within the
survey app. Additionally, for Gold Awards we will arrange for an Eco Church Assessor to visit your church
to see and hear for themselves of all that you’ve been
doing to care for God’s earth across the areas covered
by the Eco Survey.
Once your Award is confirmed, you will receive a certificate and (optional) plaque from A Rocha UK to mark
your achievement.

At Dallas’ request, I have
registered the 3 church
buildings and St Mary’s
Hall, on the Eco Church
website.

Who will work with me for
their church on this scheme,
which is aimed at helping us
care for our Father’s world?
You do not have to be online
to help.

Creation Care Course
In October and November, three of us from the Benefice
Zoomed into the Creation Care Course run by some Anglican
Dioceses in conjunction with the University of Southampton
and the Melanesian Mission.
What I will take away from this course.
1.

2.

3.

I learned that sea level rise is not uniform across the
world, because of meteorological conditions and the
way the tides behave. Some of the Pacific islands are
already becoming uninhabitable. We saw pictures of a
community outside of their church building about 20
years ago, when it was in the middle of the village. It is
now a ruin on the beach. Also, as the salt water table
rises, so drinking water wells become salty and drinking
water has to be brought in.
I gained clarity over the types of action to be taken (i)
mitigation—reduction of emissions, changing our behaviours, use of new technology (ii adaptation—such
as new coastal defences, change of crop varieties, new
water sources, moving villages inland and uphill. This is
what takes the money for which the poorer states, who
have not caused the problem, are asking.
That we are all stakeholders in climate change. A stakeholder is defined as anyone who affects or is affected
by climate change, so we heard that in one sense even
God is a stakeholder.

4.

I appreciated listening to Dr Ben Richards, a climate
scientist who has been working with YWAM (Youth
with a Mission) for the past 20 years. He was at COP26
as on observer in the Blue Zone, which he described as
a tented city around the Exhibition Centre. He described the praying presence of Christians at the event.

5.

We were encouraged that individual actions can become collective
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You can either
•
be registered as another Eco Church user
and help log things on line, or
•
take one of the sections (see previous article) and go off to research—for this you
don’t need to be online, we can print the
questions off. You would ask questions of
other people in your church and then ask
those who are registered online to fill in the
questionnaire so far.
Then at each Church Council meeting, a brief update will be provided as to the Eco Church status
of that church. I am excited by this and would love
to work with others on it.

Please get in touch—Chris Curd
This E -Magazine—Coastline

This is a bumper issue because of Christmas and
all the Eco info. Subsequent issues will not always
be this size!

As a trial, we are going monthly for three
months, February, March and April.
The editorial dates for the next editions will be

16th Jan for publication on 30th;
13th Feb for March and Lent;
20th March for Passiontide and Easter.
It would be wonderful if there were those who
would like to take on a column for those three
editions—cooking, wildlife spotting, in fact anything suitable! Also, if there are no reports of
something in which you are involved, it is because no-one sent anything in. So let’s have reports, photos, one off short articles, information
about different Christian organisations, including
those working overseas, poems etc ! Let’s make
it a real Benefice magazine. And I look forward to
replies to the different questions posed throughout this edition!

Foundations in Christian Ministry Course (Richard Orr)
On a wet Saturday in September, I found myself in the Riverside Centre in Exeter with other Christians from across Devon. The
course is a year-long course (run over seven Saturdays) for anyone who would like to learn about the Bible in more depth, explore different ways of worshipping and find out how you can make a difference in your church and local community. It is a
great way to connect with other Christians from across Devon. It takes place on Saturdays (seven in total) once a month and involves as much or as little personal study as you can manage. I enjoy the zoom calls with my tutor group with fellow students
from, for example, an inner city planted church in Plymouth to a rural church high on Dartmoor.
Each study day has diocesan experts talking and leading discussions on theology, the Bible and spiritual pathways, amongst other topics. Many of the 25 students will go back to their parishes at the end of the year with a deepened faith. Some will go on to
be lay readers, chaplains and other roles within the Anglican church here in Devon. Many like me are using it as an opportunity
to listen to God for his guidance as how best we can serve him.
I’d thoroughly recommend the course. It is a chance to do some guided study of God’s hopes for us, learn about other parishes
and the faith journeys of tutors and students alike.
If you feel you could benefit by attending the course, why not make contact with Revd Belinda Speed-Andrews, the Programme
Coordinator & Administrator, at admin@swmtc.org.uk ( or just chat to me when you see me around)
These two extracts from Matthew I think make plain how Christ expects us to carry forward his work here in the Dawlish area in
the 21st Century. This diocesan lay training is part of delivering His message today.
The Greatest Commandment (Matthew 22 34-40)
34

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a
question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and
the prophets.”
The Commissioning of the Disciples. (Matthew 28, 16-20)
16
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.”
Could I ask you to pray for God to guide me on this course and ask him if you are ready for further study of his work as revealed
through Christ. Thank you

Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory

Dawlish Mothers’ Union
At the moment we are meeting on the 1st Tuesday
of each month in the Riverside Centre, a spacious
and well-ventilated hall with very good kitchen
facilities. It has been good to get together again
after so many months without a proper meeting,
and we have enjoyed chatting about our experiences. On 7th December we hope to share Christmas readings and poems and sing some carols.

We pray for those for
whom Christmas will be so
very different this year,
among them the families
of those mentioned here
and others who have died
during the past year. The
old parish magazine used
to contain this information. IF readers feel anyone else should be mentioned, contact the editor.

As usual we will have an entry in the Christmas
Tree Festival at St. Gregory’s, 7th-11th December.
When you read this we will probably be in the
middle of the United Nations’ “16 Days of Activism against gender-based violence and
abuse” (25th November – 10th December). It is
estimated that more than 6,000 organisations
from approx. 187 countries will spend those days
calling for an end to violence and abuse around he
world. You can pick up a Prayer Diary from the
lower narthex in St. Gregory’s and find out more.

In November, from our Church Family
Ron Dunn, St Gregory’s and St Mary’s Hall
Carole Comber, St George’s
Marion Wannell, St George’s
Unto Him, who is able to present us faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,
to the only wise God our Saviour,; glory, majesty,
dominion and power, now and forever. Amen
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How many words of any length can you
make from “Away in a Manger”.? No plu-

For the Young and Young at Heart

rals. Children up to 12, prizes by age. Entries in to
Editor by 2nd Jan with name and number of words.

Children’s Quiz questions

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Which two words does Scrooge say to anyone who wishes him ‘Merry Christmas’?
Including Rudolph, how many reindeer pull Santa’s sleigh?
In the carol ‘ Once in Royal David’s City’, what is the name of that city?
What is the next line in this carol: “The stars in the bright sky looked down where
He lay……..?
What were a snowman’s eyes usually made of? Not so much these days!
What is the name of the place where it’s always winter but NEVER Christmas?
The biggest snowman ever built was as tall as how many giraffes standing one on top
of the other? (a) 2 (b)7 (c)13
What is the name of the furry meanie who wants to cancel Christmas?
‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house, Not a creature was
stirring, not even a………?

What does Father Christmas suffer from when he gets stuck in a chimney? Answers on the back page
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CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS AROUND
THE WORLD

10 books I would read again: as at Nov 21
Suggested and sent in by Mike Moulds.

1.

Would anyone else like to send in their list for
future inclusion? Something to ponder!
1.

Concise dictionary of Biblical Quotations
by William Neil
2. The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boon
3. The long walk by Slavomir Rawicz
4. How to play your best golf all of the time
by Tommy Armour
5. Hurry on Down by John Wain
6. Who moved the Stone by Frank Morrison
7. Macbeth by William Shakespeare
8. One volume Bible Commentary by William Neil
9. Slide Rule by Nevil Shute
10. Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier

QUIZ TIME!

2.

3.
4.
5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.

Members of St George’s will know all about
David Quy’s famous quizzes. Here is some
Christmas Puzzling!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

NEARER TO HOME
1.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Which German composer [1809 – 1847] composed the music for Hark the Herald Angels Sing?
Which carol bears the name of an English count ?
Which well known carol has the Latin first line
ADESTE FIDELES?
Which carol is usually sung to its most familiar
tune of Forest Green?
“See Him lying on a bed of straw”, is the opening
line of which carol/song?
Which carol contains the line : “It is the night of
the dear Saviour’s birth”?
“For lo! The days are hastening on” is the first
line of the last verse of which carol?
Which carol bears the name of an English city?
Fr. Joseph Mohr and Franz Gruber wrote the
words and music for which much-loved carol?
Which carol contains the words: “Benedicamus
Domino?”

20

Many Spaniards attend the ‘Misa Del
Gallo’. What is it?
Which was the first country to decorate
homes with a Christmas Tree [usually
Christmas Eve]?
In France, what would you do with a
‘buche de Noel”?
What do people in India use instead of a
traditional Christmas tree?
Which Italian cake is the nearest equivalent to our Christmas cake?
In which Canadian city is the world famous and probably largest Santa Claus
Parade held?
In which two principal countries would
you say : “Feliz Natal”?
Traditionally, what did Dutch children
put by the fireplace to receive their presents?
On Christmas Eve, many families share
OPLATEK [ an unleavened religious wafer] in which country?
In which country is the Yule Goat a longstanding Christmas tradition?

2.

3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

8.

Which ruler of Britain (Lord Protector),
who died in 1658, officially banned
Christmas celebrations?
Who was crowned King of England in
Westminster Abbey on Christmas Day
1066?
In which year was the Queen’s Christmas
Day Message first televised? (a) 1953
(b) 1957 or (c) 1961?
What did Santa Claus’ win in 1964?
What did Tom Smith, a baker of wedding
cakes from Clerkenwell, London, invent
in 1847?
Which British monarch discarded swan
in favour of turkey for Christmas Day?
The church which the Royal Family
attend on Christmas morning on the Sandringham Estate is dedicated to ……….?
In which Dickens’ novel are Christmas
Find the answers to the Quiz upside down near
the back of the magazine!

9.
10.

celebrations depicted at ‘Dingley Dell’?
In which decade of the 19th century were Christmas cards introduced in the UK – a world first?
From which Cambridge college are the radio
and television carol services broadcast?

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.
9.
10.

Christmas Gingerbread
Tray Bake
INGREDIENTS: Gingerbread:

CHRISTMAS SONGS & ENTERTAINMENT
1.

From Helen’s Kitchen

What was the name of the very popular Johnny
Mathis song which first appeared in 1976?
Which star of the film Casablanca was born on
Christmas Day in 1899?
In the Christmas Alphabet song, C is for candy
trimmed around the Christmas tree, etc. What
does the letter ‘I’ stand for?
The song “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas”
sung by Bing Crosby, first appeared in which
film in 1942?
In the song “All I want for Christmas is my two
front teeth”, why does the singer want those
teeth?
Which animal was told ‘not to give up now because Bethlehem’s in sight?
“Oh, the weather outside is frightful, but the
fire is so delightful….” What are the next 9
words?
What was Harry Belafonte’s most famous
Christmas song?
Who sang “Driving Home for Christmas”?
Why can’t Christmas trees knit…?!

Butterfly and Bush
If you have a small garden go for a dwarf variety!
It is a Red Admiral on a Buddleia—otherwise known
as the Butterfly Bush.

Christmas Word Competition
How many words of three or
more letters, excluding plurals,
can you make from the phrase:
“STAR OF WONDER”?
Please submit your list to the Editor by 12 noon on Sunday 2nd January or bring it to the Epiphany Party (see
front page) where the winner/s will be announced.
Please include your name, contact details and the number of words you have made.
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275 g (10oz) golden syrup
275g (10oz) black treacle
225g (8oz) light muscovado sugar
226g ( 8oz) softened butter
450g (1lb) self raising flour
2 level tsp of ground mixed spice
2 level tps of ground ginger
4 large eggs beaten
4 tbsp of milk
INGREDIENTS: Icing
225g (8oz) icing sugar
2 tbsp of water
50g (20z) finely chopped
crystallized or stem ginger
Method:
Preheat oven to 160 fan/ 140c/ Gas 3.
Grease a 30 x 23cm (12x9 in) tray bake or
roasting tin, then line the base with baking
parchment.
Measure the syrup, treacle, sugar and butter
into a large pan and heat gently until it has
melted.
Remove from the heat and cool for a bit then
stir in the flour and spices.
Add the lightly beaten eggs and milk and beat
until smooth.
Pour into the prepared tin. Bake in the oven
for 45 - 50 minutes or wait until the cake has
shrunk away from the sides of the tin and
springs back when pressed in the centre with
finger tips.
Leave to cool in the tin for 5 mins and then
turn it out. Peel of the parchment and finish
cooling on a wire rack
To make the icing:
Sift the icing sugar into the bowl, add the water a little at a time, mixing until smooth. Add
in the chopped ginger and pour over the cake
Leave to set and then cut into pieces.
This traybake freezes well
(Just as well, so you can make it last! - Ed.)
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St Mary’s Cofton;

St Mary’s Church Hall, Dawlish Warren;

St George’s Holcombe;

St Gregory’s Dawlish

Find us on Facebook
Website: www.cofe-in-dawlish.org.uk
Coastline Editor and Benefice Eco Champion—Revd Preb Christine
Curd, 07771842334; prebchris2020@gmail.com
St Mary’s Cofton: If you would like to receive regular news from St
Mary's, please contact the Churchwarden, Valerie Jeffery, 01626
890401. For St Mary's Hall bookings: contact Brian Hodge on 01626
862445 or email bhodgedawlish@aol.com

CLAUStrophobia

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Bah! Humbug!
9
Bethlehem
The little Lord Jesus Asleep on the hay
Coal
Narnia
(b) i.e. 37 metres in total
The Grinch
Mouse
Jesus (Christ) – the Light of the World

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Oliver Cromwell
William the Conqueror
(b) 1957 It was live!
The Derby
Christmas Cracker
Queen Victoria
St Mary Magdalene
Pickwick Papers
1840s (1843)
King’s

Nearer to Home

Benefice Office 01626 864322. usually open Wednesday mornings
9.30am-.30am. At other times messages can be left.
st.gregs@btinternet.com.
For all three churches, enquiries about Baptism and Marriage can be
made to the Parish Office or to The Reverend Dallas Ayling, Rector of
the Dawlish Coast Mission Community— 01626 867386. revddallasayling@yahoo.co.uk. For enquiries about Funerals, contact Dallas.

Contact and Social Media Details
Father Christmas in a chimney.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Midnight Mass
Germany
Eat it! (chocolate sponge log cake)
A banana or mango tree
Panettone
Toronto
Portugal/Brazil
A shoe
Poland
Sweden
Customs

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Children’s Quiz

When a Child is born
Humphrey Bogart
Icing (on the cake as sweet as sugar
cane)
Holiday Inn
So he can wish you Merry Christmas
Little Donkey
Let it snow x 3
Mary’s Boy Child
Chris Rea
……………….because they always drop
their needles!

Mendelssohn
Sussex carol
O’Come All Ye Faithful
O Little Town of Bethlehem
Calypso Carol
O Holy Night
It Came Upon The Midnight Clear
Coventry Carol
Silent Night
Unto Us Is Born A Son
Carols
Quiz Answers

Beginnings: Tale of two cities; Moby Dick
Pride and Prejudice; 1984
Casino Royale; Wind in the Willows
Endings: Gone with the Wind; Wuthering
Heights; A Tale of Two Cities; A Christmas
Carol; Animal Farm; House at Pooh Corner
Beginnings and Endings Answers

Songs and Entertainment

