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Disclaimer 
Advertisements are included in good faith, but Chet Valley Churches do not necessarily 
endorse the products or services advertised. Similarly, the opinions expressed by 
contributors are not necessarily those of the Chet Valley Churches. 

Chet Valley Churches Information 

Church Websites 
Chet Valley Churches    www.chetvalleychurches.org 
The Diocese of Norwich   www.dioceseofnorwich.org  

Church Office—closed at present. 
St John’s Chapel, George Lane, Loddon NR14 6NB 
Phone: 01508 520897, Email: website.chetvalleychurches@gmail.com  
The e-mail account is being monitored regularly. 
Weddings, Funerals and the Interment of Ashes 
To arrange any of the above please contact Rev David on 01508 522993. 

Clergy 
David Owen: 01508 522993 david.chetvalley@gmail.com 
Ros Hoffmann: 01508 548200  roshoffmann2011@gmail.com 
Alison Ball: 01508 528126 ball880am@btinternet.com 
Jill Haylock: 01508 520248 jillhaylock@aol.com 
Martin Keenan: 01502 560178  martin.keenan@methodist.org.uk 
Andrew Eburne: 01508 494770 frandreweburne@gmail.com 

 Chet Contact  
Editors:  Alison Ball, Roger Outlaw 
Advertising:  Peter Webster 
Treasurer:   Paul Mizen 
Distribution:  Roger Outlaw 01508 528710 and team 
Printing:   Roberts & Son 01508 520221 

Copy Deadline is always noon on the 8th of the month. We have to 
deliver to the printer on the 9th of the month. 
Email submissions to c.magazineloddon@gmail.com. 
Please include your name and telephone number. 

Chet Contact is published monthly (double issues in July/Aug & Dec/Jan) 

Donations 
Contributions towards production costs of Chet Contact, can be made as follows: 
Account Name: Chet Contact Magazine, Sorting Code: 20-92-08, Account No: 70724742 
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Front cover: Blue Sky over Sisland R.Y Ball 

I’ve just got to the end of a wonderful week of holiday club so have turned 
my thoughts to this issue of Chet Contact. I’m still hoping for some sunny 
days hence the picture on the front—I thought we could all do with 
reminding what bright blue sky looks like! But in spite of the grey we have 
had enough warmth to produce a bumper crop of beans in my garden 
(runner and French), some of which have made their way to the community 
larder. If there’s anyone else out there with surplus fruit or veg from garden 
or allotment, do give the larder a thought; any donations don’t stay on the 
shelves very long. 

Our young people will be returning to school and college this month; some 
starting somewhere new. Let’s hope it all goes well for them and that they 
enjoy the challenges and opportunities that come their way. Good luck also 
to those who have received results and are moving out of education into 
the big wide world. 

Much of the harvest will be completed this month and our churches are 
holding their Harvest Festivals. Do go to celebrate and be thankful for the 
fruitfulness of our land and the work of our farmers. Details are on p26. 

My co-editor is recuperating post-op so we wish him a speedy recovery and 
thank those who have taken on distribution and delivery in the meantime. 

Alison 

Flower Festival 2 

Horticultural Society Show 20, 37 

Churches Cycle Ride 20, 24 

St Michael’s Langley Open Days 20 

Chet Valley Neighbourhood Plan 22 

Sewing and Craft Morning 23 

Bike Active Norfolk  24 

Loddon Band 28, 37 

Loddon Community Cinema 33 

Patient Participation Group 39 

Highlights 
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 Ministerial Musings 
I think it is true that conversations between people living in Britain are most 
likely to be about the weather. It can be very unpredictable, affecting church 
and community activities. Work schedules are often changed for those 
involved in businesses such as farming, market-gardening and tourist 
attractions to name but a few. Working with nature through the seasons, 
sometimes waiting for whatever the weather allows, means much patience 
is needed, as in August through the regular heavy rains! 
As Autumn begins, harvesting of oats, barley, wheat, oil seed rape and field 
beans should be finished, and gathering of blackberries, plums, damsons, 
greengages, late season raspberries and vegetables will be a delight. Nature 
will also show us a dazzling selection of glorious gold, red, green and brown 
colours as the flowers and trees change.  
Winter brings a new landscape but we can be sure that Spring will come 
again bringing new life. It is right and good to be grateful and give thanks for 
all of this abundance, to sing songs and praise our creator God for his 
generous provision. Harvest Festivals at the churches in all of the Chet 
Valley parishes are a good opportunity to get together, to be glad and to 
show our gratitude. 
A Harvest Prayer using letters of the word itself: 
HARVEST time is here again.  
We HAVE brought the flowers, fruit and vegetables  
that we HAVE grown in the summer HEAT.  
We STARE at the HARVEST of EARTH and SEA.  
We RAVE over the lovely flowers arranged in a VASE.  
Thank you, Lord God, for the HARVEST. 
We throw good food away as TRASH for RATS  
to EAT at an alarming RATE.  
We HAVE so much, while millions STARVE.  
SAVE us from greed and selfishness.  
Help us, Lord, to SHARE the good things you HAVE given,  
that everyone may HAVE enough to EAT.  
STAVE off the pangs of hunger and AVERT starvation.  
Take away all HATE from our HEARTS  
and fill the EARTH with your love from EAST to west and back again. 
HEAR our prayer, Lord of the HARVEST. 

Jill Haylock 
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The Hollies Classroom 
Loddon (01508) 520286 

www.loddonnurseryschool.co.uk 
 

Open 8am-6pm, all year round 
From birth to 5 years, we  
offer a beautiful natural 
Environment to inspire 

and stimulate your childÕs  
development  

Funded places, full and term time  
contracts available 

Holiday club for up to 9 yrs 
Please contact us to arrange a visit 

Ofsted Outstanding 

Ensuring individual growth and 
learning in a nurturing, loving and 

enabling environment 

01502 471861 /07506544360 
gillearlyyears@gmail.com 

  
 
 

We carry out all aspects of 
home renovaƟon and 

improvement. Contact us 
for a quote and a 

professional reliable 
service. 

T: 07376 952 076 
E: Ɵm@tmhrenovaƟons.com 

Bathrooms – Kitchens – Flooring – 
Dry Walls – PainƟng/DecoraƟng – 

Tiling - Windows/Doors     
www.tmhrenovaƟons.com 
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Across the Chet Valley Churches 
Worship in the Chet Valley 

You are welcome to join us at any of our services 
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday at one or other 
of the Chet Valley Churches: either Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP) or Common Worship, with an informal Holy Communion 
service once a month in Chedgrave. 
Morning Worship is held regularly in Loddon and Hardley. 
Evening Prayer (BCP) is on the third Sunday of the month in Sisland. 

Xpressions Café is on the first Sunday of the month at All Saints Chedgrave. 
This is a relaxed and contemporary way of ‘doing church’. Open between 
10:00am and 12:00 noon you can come and go as you please for coffee, 
cake, discussion, crafts, games, stories, reflection and much more. 
All Together Worship is on the third Sunday every month at All Saints, 
Chedgrave, starting at 11:00am. January, March, June and September are 
followed by a shared lunch. The service is designed to be as inclusive as 
possible: a mixture of formality and informality; traditional and modern; 
activity and stillness. We hope it will have points of contact with people of 
all ages and all backgrounds. 
Last Sunday Praise is held on the last Sunday of the month in Loddon: 
a chance to worship together including hymns and songs, old and new. 

Xtra! is an exciting, informal service every Thursday after school in St 
John’s Church. Refreshments from 3:15pm, service starts at about 
3:45pm. Open to all; particularly suited to children and young people. 
In Loddon and Chedgrave there is the chance to enjoy a chat over refreshments 
after services. There are toilets and baby-changing facilities at St John’s, Loddon 
and All Saints, Chedgrave. 
Families are welcome at all of our services, but are particularly catered for on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays in Chedgrave. 
Home Communion: If you would like home communion, because you 
are unable for any reason to get to a Sunday service, please contact the 
Rector or one of the clergy. 

Times and details of the services can be 
 found in the centre pages of the magazine. 
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DOS SANTOS Plumbing Services 

Specialising in kitchen and bathroom installations. 
Complete building services 
to create beautiful rooms 

High Quality Finish 
(references available) 

Val Dos Santos 
7 Proctor Avenue, Chedgrave NR14 6HP. Tel 01508 520 345  M. 07775946061 

Instagram  - dossantos_plumbingservices 

Water Softener Supply and 
Installation 
Free kitchen and bathroom design 
Plus product advice and sourcing 

Maths and Literacy Tuition 
Looking for 1:1 teaching for your child? 

 
Highly experienced teacher providing   

lessons matched to your child's needs. 
Preparation for tests (Key Stages 2 and 3), 
booster sessions and help with homework. 

Jo Fisher, B.Ed (Hons), M.A. 
01508 480334 

jotfisher@btinternet.com 
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Xtra!  Join us in St John’s Church  
for an exciting, informal service every 
Thursday after school. Refreshments  
from 3:15pm. Service starts 3:45pm. 
More from Rev David 01508 522993  
or Rev Alison 01508 528126 

Thanksgivings & Baptisms 
You are welcome to talk to us about thanksgiving and baptism 
(christening) for your children. Thanksgiving Services give an 

opportunity to come to the church and give thanks to God for the gift 
of a new child. Baptisms (Christenings) are an opportunity to 

acknowledge and celebrate the new life we have in Jesus  
and to welcome a child into God’s family, the Church. 

Baptisms and Thanksgivings are both held within Sunday morning 
worship in our churches.  

Please contact Rev Alison on 01508 528126 ball880am@btinternet.com 

Noah’s Ark 
A drop-in group for 
babies, toddlers and 
their parents and 
carers at St John’s, 
George Lane, Loddon. 
Wednesdays 9:15am-12:00noon. 
All are welcome. For further details 
please call Rev Alison on 01508 528126 
or e-mail: ball880am@btinternet.com 

Friends and Neighbours 
If you’ve been widowed or have lost 
your life partner join us at St John’s 
Lecture Hall on the first Thursday of 
the month. Make new friends, enjoy 
tea or lunch together. 
Next Meetings: 
Thursday 7th September 12:30pm: Hot 
lunch of baked potatoes with various 
fillings followed by a talk by Elvie Herd.  
Saturday16th September 10:00-12:00 
noon: Coffee Morning in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer Support.  
If you’d like to join the group, please 
ring Rev Jill on 01508 520248. 

Monday Mardles  
If you like a relaxed and 
informal chat with others 
or are looking to meet 
some new friends, join us at a Monday 
Mardles for refreshments and to swap 
books at Chedgrave Church Rooms.  
Mardles are held every Monday 
10:00am-12:00 noon. Come and go as 
you choose. On average, there are about 
8-12 people who come to Mardles, and 
there’s room for more! You will be 
made very welcome. 
(‘Mardle’—in Norfolk it means a good old 
natter!) 

Small Groups  
Some of us like to meet 
during the week in small 
groups where we can 
enjoy each others’ company, study the 
Bible together and pray for one another 
and for others.  
Those who attend find their small 
group a real help and support.  
To join or just to know more, please 
contact Rev David on 01508 522993. 
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SARAH CONSIDINE (HCPC, CSP) local 
physiotherapist in Loddon and Hales 
 
Providing expert treatment for: 
 
Neck and back pain 
Sporting injuries 
Headaches 
Joint & Muscle problems 
Dizziness & balance prob-
lems 
 

01508 548535         07976009524 
Haymakers, School Lane, Heckingham, NR14 6SL 

www.totalcarephysio.co.uk 
sarah@totalcarephysio.co.uk 

hcpc health & care 
professions 
council 

CHARTERED 
SOIETY 
OF 
PHCYSIOTHERAPY 

Louise Cartright (M.Ost), 
Professional Osteopath and 

Reflexologist 
Registered with The General Osteopathic 

Council, Insured with the InsƟtute of  
Osteopathy and FederaƟon of  

HolisƟc Therapists. 

For the treatment of Neck, Back and joint pain,  
tissue/Sports injuries and Rehabilitation. 

Rookery Park Golf Club, Beccles Road,  
Carlton Colville, NR33 7HJ  

Also available at Manor House Practice, Beccles  
01502 712505     07876255168  

louisec214@msn.com 

1 Market Place, Loddon 
 

Ladies, Gents and Children 
 

Mon;Tues;Thurs & Saturday 
 9am-5pm 

Friday 9am - 7pm.  
 

O.A.P. discounts on Tuesdays 
Tel: 01508 520468 

 
 BRIDGE STORES 

Newsagent & Convenience Store 
 

24 hr Cash Machine 
Groceries & Confectionery 

Beers, Wines & Spirits 
Cigarettes & Tobacco 

Newspaper & Magazine Deliveries 
Stationery & Greeting Cards 

Toys & Gifts 
Fax, Photocopy & Laminating Service 

 Dry Cleaning 
FREE HOME DELIVERY 

WithinÊ3ÊmilesÊradiusÊwhenÊ£15ÊorÊmoreÊspentÊ 
(ExcludingÊLottery)ÊTelephoneÊordersÊareÊaccepted 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  

Mon-Sat  5.30am to 9pm 
Sunday  5.30am to 8pm 

41 Bridge Street, Loddon 
(opposite Loddon Staithe) 
Tel 01508 520699 
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Baptisms & Thanksgivings 
Heavenly Father, we praise you for all children.  

Surround them with your blessing that they may know your love,  
be protected from evil, and know your goodness all their days.  

Weddings 
Theo Mario Charalambous & Lucy Marie Watson 

22nd July at St Margaret's Church, Hales  

Funerals 
John David Lurkins who died on 9th July 2023 

Funeral: 11th August 2023 at All Saints, Chedgrave 
Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 

with him those who have died. So we will be with the Lord for ever. 
1 Thessalonians 4:14, 17b  

To arrange a thanksgiving or baptism (christening), please contact Rev 
Alison on 01508 528126, or ball880am@btinternet.com. 
To arrange a wedding, please contact Rev David on 01508 522993, or  
david.chetvalley@gmail.com. 
To arrange a funeral, at any of the churches in our area or at the 
crematorium, please contact Rev David on 01508 522993, or 
david.chetvalley@gmail.com.  
Rev David can also be contacted about interment of ashes. 

From the Parish Registers 

South Yare Wildlife Group 
The South Yare Wildlife Group 
(SYWG) held its Wildlife Activities 
Afternoon at the Jubilee Hall on Saturday 15th July. The weather forecast 
was dire but, although we didn’t escape the gales, the rain didn’t materialise. 
Fortunately the Jubilee Hall is large enough to have everyone inside. 
We hope everyone enjoyed the activities and exhibits.  
Fourteen local groups very kindly agreed to lend their support and SYWG 
is very appreciative for their enthusiasm and time. Because of their support 
there was a range of things for children to do and participate in. For 
example, 12 bird boxes and over 20 bee houses were made. It was also an 
opportunity for people to meet and discuss ideas. Several people told me 
that that was one of the most enjoyable things about the afternoon. The 
refreshments provided by The Church in Loddon greatly helped towards 
the conviviality of the afternoon with thanks to Val Counter and helpers.  

Rodney Aldis (SYWG) 
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     Julie Marshall 

   Mobile Foot Health Practitioner 
for treatment of 

corns ~ callus ~ thickened toe nails 
cracked heels ~ fungal infections 

Nail Cutting 
For a friendly, and professional service  
in the comfort of your own home, call 

Julie  01508 548840 / 07789 041501 
 S.A.C.Dip. FHPT: S.A.C.Dip.FHAP 

 

Adepta Probate 
Fully qualified for Probate and Will administration 

Call Jacquie or Karl   01508 537024  

jacquie@adepta-online.co.uk 

Hill Farm,  Kirby Road, Kirby Bedon NR14 7EE 

· Estate administration 

· Valuation of estates 

· Completion of HMRC IHT forms 

· Calculation of IHT due 

· Grants of Probate 

· Distribution of estates & property 
transfers 

 WINDMILL COTTAGE 
KENNELS   

A caring family run kennels, 
 in a quiet picturesque  
countryside setting.  

Food & bedding provided,  
individual heated kennels.  

Dogs walked twice a day in our 
own private paddock. 

Tel:01502 678172 

Thorpe Road, Haddiscoe NR14 6PP 
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News From Your Local Councillors 

Beccles Road development: Despite our best efforts to object to the 
planning application from Hopkins Homes, permission was granted for 180 
new houses off the Beccles Road. Town Council members and I, along with 
some representatives of local residents, attended the meeting to make our 
views known. To give South Norfolk Council its due, they were in a difficult 
position, being faced with agreeing to the application or facing an appeal if 
they refused it, which they would certainly have lost, thereby costing 
£100,000+ of taxpayers’ money. The developers knew this and pushed for a 
decision; this is what we are up against until the nutrient neutrality issue is 
solved, and we once again can demonstrate a 5-year land supply in the 
district. I will continue to push Hopkins to make improvements to their 
plans they have for the site and will resist any further developments that fail 
to consider local people’s views. 
A146: Many of us have been frustrated by the road works on this major 
route caused by Anglian Water’s failure to fix their pipes effectively. This is 
a problem that has existed for many years. I bumped into their Chief 
Executive at a meeting in London recently and impressed upon him how 
important it is that this is sorted out once and for all. He has promised to 
look into it. 
If you have any issues or I can help in any way, please contact me at 
kay.masonbillig.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk 

Councillor Kay Mason Billig 
I’ve now run my first meeting as Chair of the Scrutiny Committee at South 
Norfolk, looking into the Council’s Leisure Recovery Plan, and the Member 
Ward grant (see below) and Community Action Fund. The Scrutiny 
Committee is important; I’ll keep you posted about what we do. You can 
watch meetings on YouTube as well as attend in person. 
Soon I’ll be allocating the £1000 each Councillor receives to promote local 
groups and causes; I’ve been delighted to be able to help dozens of groups 
over the last four years. Do get in touch if your group would like any help. 
Councillor Surgeries: Saturday 30th September and Saturday 18th 
November in Loddon Library 2:00-3:00pm. Of course, I’ll continue to reply 
to every communication, as well as regularly attend meetings of every Parish 
Council when I can. 
Finally, our superb ChetChat group volunteers are always on hand, 
giving help and support to our over-60s friends and neighbours. If you 
ever need any help give us a ring on 07944 858929. 

Councillor Jeremy Rowe (07733 323581) 
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Chedgrave Parish Council 
All enquiries please contact the Parish Clerk: Hayley Goldson. 
Tel: 01508 528310 Email: chedgrave.pc@gmail.com 
Website: https://chedgrave-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Chedgrave-Parish-Council 

Chedgrave Parish Council held its meeting on 6th July 2023 and there was 
no meeting in August. 

Paths in and around Chedgrave: The council is very much aware of various 
issues relating to footpath maintenance around the village and the frustration it is 
causing. Councillor Deb Downer has been following up on this matter with NCC 
Highways and continues to do so and the council will be writing to our County 
Councillor for help in this matter. The council is also considering the option of an 
interim cut to supplement NCC mowing to help prevent the problem in future. 
Footway Lighting: As previously updated, the council is considering fitting timers 
to most of the footway lighting in the village (excluding Rectory Lane and the 
alleyways) so that they switch off during the middle of the night to save on energy 
and help nocturnal creatures. If you have any final comments on this idea, please 
contact the clerk. 
Chedgrave Common: The council is Sole Trustee of Chedgrave Common 
Charity (255453) and now that the majority of Chedgrave Common has been 
registered, the council is in the process of migrating the management of Chedgrave 
Common over to the charity. Management will remain in line with Broads 
Authority and Norfolk Wildlife Trust guidance but will hopefully give more scope 
for greater community involvement. 
Next Meeting: Thursday 7th September at 7:00pm in the Brian Clarke Room.  
All welcome! 
Highways issues such as potholes, footpaths or public rights of way, road safety, flooding and 
overgrown trees and verges should be reported to Norfolk County Council on 0344 800 
8020 or online at www.norfolk.gov.uk.  Criminal & illegal activities, public disorder & 
nuisance, anti-social behaviour, speeding, uncontrolled dogs, should all be reported to the 
Police on 999 or 101(non-emergency) and can be reported online at www.norfolk.police.uk. 

John Lurkins 
It was with great sadness that the parish council received the news of the death of 
longstanding member, Councillor John Lurkins, on 9th July 2023. John moved to 
Chedgrave at the age of eight and over the years was instrumental in many 
projects to the benefit of our community such as the development of the Jubilee 
Hall and the Brian Clarke Room. John was an active member of the parish council 
for many decades (at least 46 years!) and his service spanned both the Silver and 
Platinum Jubilees of the late Queen Elizabeth ll. John was involved in many projects 
over the years but he really seemed to enjoy the annual Easter Egg Hunt, and, in 
his words "seeing happy children with their families gathering for the Annual 
Easter Egg hunt in The Pits play area." The council is grateful for John's many years 
of service. 
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Loddon Town Council (LTC) 
All enquiries please contact the Parish Clerk: Emily Curtis. 
Tel: 01508 522020 Email: clerk@loddonpc.org.uk. 
Website: www.loddonpc.org.uk; 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/LoddonPC 

Planning Application 2021/2437 & 2021/2522, Beccles Road, Loddon:  
The planning application for 171 dwellings with access, parking, open space and 
landscaping and outline planning permission for a phased development for the 
erection of nine self-build dwelling on Beccles Road was approved at South Norfolk 
Council's (SNC) Development Management Committee on the 2nd August. LTC 
Cllrs attended, and disappointingly LTC’s request for a revised layout was not taken 
into consideration. Due to ‘Nutrient Neutrality’, SNC cannot demonstrate a five-
year land supply for housing. Loddon is not affected by Nutrient Neutrality and is 
very vulnerable to speculative planning applications. The recording of the meeting 
can be accessed via our website. 

Public Consultation on Housing Application on Beccles Road:  
Scott Properties will be holding a consultation event on a prospective housing 
application for approximately 100 houses off Beccles Road at the Jubilee Hall on the 
25th September from 2:00pm-7:00pm. They have agreed to feedback the results of 
the consultation at the Council meeting on the 11th October in The Hollies. 

Vandalism: Unfortunately, there have been several incidents of vandalism in the 
last few weeks. The jeep at the Kitten’s Lane Play Area had its springs broken by 
young adults. We are seeking quotes for repair, but unfortunately it will be out of 
use for some time. Two wooden footbridges that access Pyes Mill were damaged. 
The bin on the bus stop on High Bungay Road was damaged and the phone box 
outside the Co-op had two of its windows smashed. Please report incidents to the 
Police via 101, or their website: www.norfolk.police.uk/contact-us/6-report-it. 

Chet Neighbourhood Plan: Thank you to everyone who took the time to reply 
to the Regulation 14 Consultation on the draft Neighbourhood Plan. Please see the 
ChetNP website for more information: www.chetnp.info/news. 

Volunteering Opportunities: We are looking for volunteers to assist with 
community projects, such as redecoration of the Sustrans cycling post at the 
Staithe. We will be holding an event soon to advertise these opportunities. Please 
get in touch if you would like to know more. 

Chet Valley Community Larder: Thank you so much for the donations that 
are being received for the Community Larder. The larder is in Loddon Library/
LPC’s lobby and is open to everyone. Open Monday to Friday: 8:00am-7:00pm; 
Saturday: 8:00am-4:00pm; Sunday: 10:00am-4:00pm. If you would like to volunteer 
to help with the larder, please get in touch. 

Meeting dates, contact information and updates can all be found on the 
Council website: www.loddonpc.org.uk or call 01508 522020. 
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A G Garden Services 
Grass & Hedge Cutting 

Pruning, Weeding, and Planting 
Fence Painting  

Competitive Rates 
Contact Andrew Gibson 

01508 520 391 
07791 931 634 

 
 

Julie NAYLOR 
Ladies Mobile Hair Stylist 

 
 I want to make you look  

and feel fabulous without the  
pressure of a salon visit 

 
Fully qualified with over 25 year’s  

experience in salon and  
mobile hair dressing 

 
Offering:Hair Cut, Shampoo &  

Style, Hair Colouring,  
Glossing, Permanent Wave  

Hair & Scalp Therapy 
For an appointment call me on  

07508 266808   
or Hales 01508 549974 

 

 

 
 

 
Paul Hamilton Clarke 

 
Painter & Decorator 

 

Experienced, local & reliable 
No job too big or too small 

Tel: 01508 520097  
Mob: 07817863692 

Email: hamilton.clarke.pc@gmail.com 
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Hales & Heckingham Parish Council 
All enquiries please contact the Parish Clerk: Martine Storey 
Tel: 07538 738095  Email: clerk@halesand heckingham-pc.gov.uk  
Website: www.halesandheckingham-pc.gov.uk  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Hales & Heckingham Parish Council 
Next Parish Council Meetings: 5th September and 17th October starting 
at 7:30pm 
Held at the Hales Assembly Hall, Briar Lane, Hales. Agendas and Minutes are posted 
on the notice board in the brick bus shelter opposite Masala Garden and on our 
website three days before the meeting. 
Development off Yarmouth Road—HAL1: Regarding the Yarmouth Road 
development designated as HAL2, the progress is evident to residents from both 
Yarmouth Road and Briar Lane. As for the subsequent stage of the development 
(HAL1), which is presently undergoing consultation as part of the preliminary 
planning process, substantial discussions and evaluations remain. It is important to 
note that we have received an extensive response from the developers, FW 
Properties, after their public consultation held on 10th May 2023. Should you wish 
to learn more about what they have said in reply to the many questions raised, we 
strongly encourage your attendance at our forthcoming Parish Council meeting on 
the 5th September. However, if you are unable to attend, please let our clerk know 
and we will provide you with a condensed summary of the feedback received. 
Hales Green—Hales & Loddon Cricket Club site: The Parish Council have 
been included in discussions with FMG Consulting to explore the feasibility of 
developing the Hales & Loddon Cricket Club site. A preliminary meeting has taken 
place as part of the process to investigate the viability. This study aims to determine 
the potential for establishing a sports hub on the existing Hales Cricket ground site. 
This proposed hub would encompass the facilities of Hales Cricket Club, Hales 
Bowls Club, and potentially Loddon United Football Club. The initial focus of FMG’s 
work involves collaborating with all pertinent stakeholders to gain a comprehensive 
understanding of their viewpoints and ambitions for the site's potential 
development. We are committed to keeping you informed about the progress of 
this study as it unfolds. 
Christmas Carol Service, St Gregory’s Church: We have provisionally 
reserved Sunday 10th December at 3:00pm. Numbers will be limited to 60 people. 
Volunteers are now sought to help with the organisation and management. Please 
contact our clerk if you can spare us a little of your time. 
Composting site: We welcome all ideas regarding the repurposing of the old 
composting site on Briar Lane. Please contact our clerk if you have thoughts 
regarding how we could use this space to the benefit of our community. 
Community Volunteering Scheme: We continue to seek your help in 
supporting community projects to improve village life. Please let us know if you 
would like to get involved by emailing our clerk. 
Hales Green Common: We remind residents and visitors to abide by the bylaws 
which are displayed on the public notice boards around the common. Dog walkers, 
please remember to pick up your dog’s poo. Thank you. 
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St Michael’s Church, Langley  
Open Afternoons: 
Sunday 27th August, 24th September, 2:00-4:30pm. 
Retreat from a busy world and take the opportunity to relax in the verdant, 
leafy churchyard, or just be at ease in the cool, calm atmosphere of the 
interior of this beautiful church. Refreshments provided free of charge. 
Sponsored Bike Ride: 
Saturday 9th September 
Heritage Open Days: 
Sunday 10th and Sunday 17th September, 2:00-4:30pm. 
Discover the architecture and history of this medieval treasure on a free 
guided tour taking place on the hour. No booking required. 

Ride, walk or drive to raise 
funds for historic churches 

www.norfolkchurchestrust.org.uk 

Saturday 9th September 

Visit the Pop-Up Café 
and Giant Book Sale 

Holy Trinity Church Loddon 
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Loddon & District Cooperative Day Centre  
The Day Centre is meeting again, so if you’d like to get out 
from your four walls to meet others to chat, play games and 
have a hot meal, please give Bev a ring on 07826 299290. 
We’d love to see you at the Brian Clarke rooms in Chedgrave. 

Langley with Hardley Parish Council 
All enquiries please contact the Parish Clerk: Emma Webster 
Tel: 07516 361239  Email: langleywithhardley.pc@gmail.com  
Website: https://langleywithhardleypc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk  
Find us on Facebook 

We welcome the election of two new Councillors: Rob Baldwin and Stuart 
Adcock, after the Parish Council elections in May. Cheryl Frost, a recent 
member, and Frances Kirkpatrick, a long-standing member with many years 
of sterling service, have both retired from the Council. We thank all for 
their service to the community. 
Good public attendance at the July Parish Council meeting resulted in plenty 
of engagement and feedback. 
Residents have recently highlighted an increase in dog fouling on public 
footpaths, especially Fish’s Lane, Hardley. In response to this the Parish 
Council has placed ‘Dog Fouling Bag and Bin’ signs in the area and agreed to 
install a dog bin at the bottom of Fish’s Lane. Please ensure you ‘pick and 
bag’ all dog refuse to keep our area clean and beautiful. 
A new picnic bench has been installed in the Hardley with Langley Play Area. 
Highways have recently repaired the reported road potholes within the 
Parish. Please continue to report any potholes on the Norfolk County 
Council/Highways Department website. It’s a really simple and effective tool 
to use. 
We now have a Facebook page with current information on what your 
Council is doing in the area. Please have a look and post a comment. 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at Langley with Hardley Village 
Hall on Tuesday 5th September at 7:30pm. Please attend and meet your new 
Parish Council. 

Langley with Hardley Village Hall 
Friday 1st September: Café—11:00am-1:00pm. 
Friday 15th September: Macmillan Coffee Morning—11:00am-
1:00pm. 
To view the hall, to look at the facilities, to enquire about costs, 
or to book the hall, please phone Tibby or Jane on 01508 520184. 
Thank you to all those who support us. 
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The Regulation 14 Consultation of stakeholders and residents on the draft 
Chet Neighbourhood Plan took place in June and July. Four consultation 
events, two in Chedgrave and two in Loddon, were well-attended. They 
produced helpful comments on the policies we have written to influence 
planning decisions in Loddon and Chedgrave. We have also received many 
completed surveys. 
All the comments we have received will be carefully considered as we 
finalise the plan. Once that is done, it, and supporting documentation, will 
be submitted to the planning authority for approval. When that is achieved 
there will be a referendum, open to all electors of Loddon and Chedgrave, 
to approve (we hope) the final version, which will then have legal status. 
Key reasons for developing a neighbourhood plan: 
• It is the best way for a community to influence development decisions 
• It allows us to influence the location, design, mix and type of new 

homes 
• It protects important green spaces 
• It sets priorities for infrastructure improvements 
• It increases Community Infrastructure Levy payments from 15% to 

25%; this will assist us to deliver infrastructure improvements 
All our documents are available on our website: www.chetnp.info. 
Please do keep an eye on progress. If you have any questions or comments, 
please contact the steering group via the website:  
Chet Neighbourhood Plan | Contact (chetnp.info)  
or in writing. Letters can be left in the postbox for Loddon Town Council, 
situated to the right of the blue door to the library.  
Thank you. 

Chet Neighbourhood Plan Team 
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Notes from Sisland 
As I am writing this in early August, I want to thank all those 
who have supported the Sunday teas at Sisland church, 
whatever the weather. It has been lovely to catch up with old 
friends, as well as welcome new visitors who have discovered 
our beautiful church. We all know what challenges we have 
all faced in recent years but the opportunity to sit, reflect and 
share has been enjoyed by many. Although it is the main 
fundraiser for St Mary’s it offers so much more to so many. 
(Scones and cake were delicious; we met some new folk too. Ed.) 
The very mixed season meant that although some of the churchyard had 
been cut by the start of August—in fact in early July—the lack of some 
continuous dry days lead to other challenges in finishing cutting. As we 
move from the summer months into the autumn, our attention turns to the 
change in seasons. The word ‘harvest’ comes from the Old English word 
hærfest meaning ‘autumn’, apt for the season when we gather in so much of 
our local produce. In the UK, harvest festival, which is also known as the 
harvest home, has traditionally been celebrated on the Sunday nearest the 
harvest moon. This is the full moon that occurs closest to the autumn 
equinox. In 2023, September’s full moon will be on 29th September. As the 
moonrise comes shortly after sunset there can be an abundance of 
moonlight early in the evening, which enabled farmer workers to work later 
into the evening to complete the harvest. Although we now fix and plan for 
this celebration, without reference to the moon, in the past the harvest 
festival differed, based on a date when all the crops had been brought in; a 
period when the whole community, including children, needed to help right 
up until the end, as lives depended on the success of the harvest.  
The Harvest Festival service in Sisland this year, will be at 5:00pm on Sunday 
17th September, not as close to the September moon as in some years! The 
service will contain all the traditional elements that you would expect and 
will allow us to connect with the environment around us, so key to the 
farming season. We hope to see you there.  

Rowena Bryce (Churchwarden, St Mary’s, Sisland). 

Loddon WI Sewing and Craft Day—Saturday 30th September 
St John’s Lecture Hall. George Lane, Loddon from 10:00am–4:00pm. 
Bring whatever you are working on and see what other people are 
doing while enjoying a relaxing day. Bring a packed lunch. 
Tea/coffee available. 
£5.00 a table. To book a place ring 01508 528912. 
This event is open to the community. 
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Bike Active Norfolk 
We are a recently-founded adult disability cycling 
group. Most of our volunteers are from the Long 
Stratton area, although we cycle out from Earsham 
village hall close to Bungay, every other Monday morning. 
We use adaptive bicycles to ride as a group 3.5 miles along the quiet route 
of National Cycle Route 30 that is bypassed by the A143 and runs along the 
scenic River Waveney past the otter trust. Our volunteers are trained in 
the use of the adapted cycles we use and all are subject to DBS checking. 
Our route is fully risk assessed by suitably qualified persons. We are fully 
insured so as we can deliver a safe fun ride. 
Our group is in the process of becoming a registered charitable 
organisation. You can read about it on our website BikeActiveNorfolk.org. 
If you are an adult with any type of disability, you need not reveal this to us, 
and would like to come out cycling with us then take a look. If you have any 
questions, please contact me through the details on the website or by 
phone (number below). 
If you are the parent or carer of any adult with a disability and you think 
they may enjoy a cycle ride with our group, please take a look. We are 
confident we can take most people out to enjoy a cycling experience on our 
many adapted cycles. Volunteers and clients often make a beeline for 
Grumpy’s Cafe after working up a thirst on the ride as it is very close by. 
We are always looking for volunteers who can help deliver the cycling 
experience to our clients. Please contact me, Jez Briggs, on 07716 103072 if 
you are interested. 
Happy cycling! 

Annual Church Cycle Ride—Saturday 9th September 
Each year a band of intrepid cyclists set off on a 
sponsored cycle ride to raise money for the Norfolk 
Churches Trust and also for their local churches. The 
money helps in keeping the buildings standing and in 
good repair so that they can remain open. 
There are usually cyclists from four of the churches in 
the Chet Valley Benefice (Chedgrave, Hardley, Loddon and Sisland). I know 
they would welcome your sponsorship. Anyone can cycle to support a 
church, whether or not they are part of the congregation.  

You can also be sponsored to walk between churches 
and those providing refreshments and manning the 
churches on the day can be sponsored too. 
Do join in in some way if you can. 
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Loddon Bell Ringers 
We have attended monthly practices held at Woodton and at 
St. Nicholas Minster in Great Yarmouth. Last month we rang 
the bells at St. Peter and St. Paul, Bergh Apton for a wedding 
held there and early August we tolled the Tenor bell for a 
funeral at St. Mary’s, Haddiscoe. 
Quarter Peals have been rung by our members at Ashill, Wymondham 
Abbey and St. Peter Mancroft in Norwich. We also took part in a Peal of 
seven minor methods at Troston in Suffolk, which was the first ever peal 
rung on the bells. 

Steve Rabong 

Loddon Flower Club 
Tuesday 5th September—Floral Cocktail, a flower arranging 
demonstration by Crystal Dyball. 
Tuesday 3rd October—My Family and Other Animals by 
Elizabeth Robertson. A competition for members will also be 
held at this meeting with the same title. 
These two meetings will be held at the Lecture Hall, St John's, George Lane, 
Loddon. Doors open at 6:30pm for 7:00pm. A raffle will be held at the end 
of the evening for the arrangements and refreshments will be available. 
Visitors £7.50. 
We are holding a flower festival to celebrate our 65th birthday at Holy 
Trinity Church, Loddon from 22nd-24th September, 10:00am-4:00pm to raise 
money for our club and The Church in Loddon. The title is Hobbies and 
Pastimes. If you would like to promote your club within the festival please 
get in touch with our Chairman Tricia with the idea of either displaying your 
information, sponsoring an arrangement or even doing one of your own. 
Refreshments provided by the pop-up café of the Church in Loddon 
throughout the festival.  
For more information contact our Chairman, Tricia Godfrey on 01508 
480522 or tricia646@aol.com or Secretary, Alex Pinder on 01508 493869 
or nnark@aol.com. We are available to arrange flowers for family 
occasions. Do take a look at our website at www.loddonflowerclub.co.uk. 

Tuesday Market 
Come and join us in The Hollies for our friendly 
market selling home bakery, preserves, fresh local 
eggs, cut flowers, plants and crafts.  
We’re open every Tuesday from 10:00-11:30am.  
We are looking for new cooks to join our team. Interested? Come and chat 
to us on Tuesday or contact Sheila Ford (Chairman) on 01508 520752. 
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3rd September 

8:00am BCP Holy Communion St Mary, Sisland 

9:00am Informal Communion All Saints, Chedgrave 

10:00-12noon Xpressions Café  All Saints, Chedgrave 

10:45am Holy Communion Holy Trinity, Loddon 

10th September 

9:30am BCP Holy Communion All Saints, Chedgrave 

10:45am Morning Worship Holy Trinity, Loddon 

17th September 

10:45am Holy Communion Holy Trinity, Loddon 

11:00am Harvest Festival* All Saints, Chedgrave 

5:00pm Harvest Festival St Mary, Sisland 

24th September 

9:30am Holy Communion All Saints, Chedgrave 

10:30am Harvest Festival St Margaret, Hardley 

10:45am Harvest Festival** Holy Trinity, Loddon 

Church Services 

*Harvest Festival Collection in Chedgrave 
All Saints Church, Chedgrave will be taking a cash 
collection for Water Aid at the harvest festival. 
There will also be a collection of tins and boxes for 
the Chet Valley Community Larder. 
Shared Lunch in Chedgrave 
There is a bring and share lunch after the harvest festival at All Saints. 
All welcome. Bring a plate to share, or else just come. There is 
usually more than enough food for all. 
**Harvest Festival in Loddon 
This will be in the pop-up café alongside Holy Trinity while the flower 
festival is going on inside the church building.  
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The Catholic Parish of  
Our Lady of the Annunciation 

21 Upgate, Poringland, NR14 7SH 
Mass Times: 
Sunday 9:00am; Tuesday 6:00pm; Wednesday—Saturday 10:00am; 
Saturday 6:00pm (Vigil Mass) 
Please check newsletter online for latest information. 
Priest in charge: Father Andrew Eburne  (Tel: 01508 494770) 
e-mail: frandreweburne@gmail.com 

Prayer at Home 

‘Time for Prayer and Space for Reflection’ 

'If you would like to receive the weekly prayer and 
reflection sent out by email, please contact 

Rev  Jill (jillhaylock@aol.com) 
All are welcome  

Thursday 
during school term 

Xtra! 
Join us at St John’s for an exciting, informal service. 
Refreshments from 3:15pm. Service starts 3:45pm. 

More from Rev David 01508 522993 
or Rev Alison 01508 528126  

Every day 

Morning 
Prayer 

9:00am 

All Welcome 

Monday Holy Trinity, Loddon 

Tuesday St Margaret, Hardley 

Wednesday All Saints, Chedgrave 

Thursday Holy Trinity, Loddon  

Friday St Mary, Sisland 

Saturday All Saints, Chedgrave 

Other Services in Chet Valley Churches  
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Chet Valley Voices 
Chet Valley Voices is a community choir aged from 15-80+.  
We enjoy singing music in a variety of styles from classical to 
modern. After our summer break we shall resume rehearsals on Thursday 
7th September 2023 at our usual venue, St John’s Chapel, George Lane, 
Loddon. Rehearsal nights are Thursdays, 7:00-8:30pm, doors open at 
6:45pm. Fees are £5.00 cash on the night. The method of payment is under 
review. Free first session. We look forward to seeing old and new faces. 
For more information contact Sue on 01508 528069 
suemartin303@btinternet.com or chetvalleyvoices@gmail.com. 

Chedgrave Church Centre Hire 
All Saints Church, Chedgrave has a lovely church centre attached to it 
which has been open for over 25 years. There are two rooms (one 
upstairs), a kitchen and a loo. Our wheeled tables are easy to move and put 
up. It is warm even in the winter! It is available to book with a suggested 
donation of £8 per hour. If you are looking for a venue for a meeting, a 
party, or an activity do contact Anne Jackson who is responsible for hall 
bookings on 01508 502278. 

The Loddon Band  
We are a friendly and dynamic brass band in the historic town 
of Loddon. We are currently seeking the following players to 
come and join us: Cornet, Tenor Horn, Euphonium, E♭ Bass. 
We welcome all brass players and percussionists. 
Rehearsals are at The Hollies, High Street, Loddon on Thursday evenings, 
7:45-9:45pm under the direction of Frankie Ayers. Our rehearsals are fun 
and enjoyable so why not pop along to see what we are about.  
Contact Louis (Secretary) email loddon.band@gmail.com or phone 07463 
770068 for more information. 

Waveney Valley Arts Society 
We are a friendly group who meet at the Fisher Theatre in 
Bungay on the first Wednesday of every month (excluding July 
and August). Events provide a welcoming place to hear expert 
lecturers share their specialist knowledge. The theatre is open from 
10:00am and our lectures start at 11:00am. 
Next meeting: Wednesday 6th September: David Hockney—The Old Master 
of the Modern World by Douglas Skeggs. 
Guests are welcome to join us for an individual lecture but there will be a 
charge of £10. If you wish to become a member of our society, the contact 
details are on the website: https://the artssociety.org/Waveney-valley. 
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Sport 

Jubilee Short Mat Bowls Club 
Now that the outdoor summer lawn bowls has finished why not come 
and try indoor short mat? We meet on Tuesday afternoons, 1:30-3:00pm 
in the Jubilee Hall and are a very friendly little group. Beginners are very welcome; 
just bring flat indoor shoes and we can supply the bowls. The right money, £3, and a 
sense of humour are also appreciated.  

For more information call Sara 01508 521958 

Loddon Ladies Hockey Club 
Feel like you want to get involved in a new sport, or perhaps you used 
to play when you were at school and fancy giving it another go? 
We welcome new members of all ages (13+) and abilities. Come and 
get fit, have fun and meet friendly women from in and around the local 
area. We train on Tuesday nights at Langley School (NR14 6BJ), 7:00pm-8:30pm. 
For more info: www.loddonhockey.com or email hello@loddonhockey.com 

Footballers Wanted! 
A friendly, relaxed group of guys of all ages and abilities who meet at 
Hobart Astro Turf every Thursday from 8:00-9:00pm for a non-
competitive kick about to keep fit and socialise. £3:00 per session. First 
session free. More information from Terry: tezzahayden99@gmail.com 

Loddon Tennis Club 
The launch of the Tennis Club was very successful and there are 
now over one hundred people regularly playing together in Loddon. 
Pay and Play is available for £5 per hour via 
www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/LoddonTennisClub.  
Coach Paul Solomon is also delivering junior coaching, group coaching, and cardio 
tennis sessions; email: loddontennis@loddonpc.org.uk or phone 07368 684806. 

Loddon Junior Badminton Club 
Wednesday evenings 6:45-7:45pm, 8-14yrs 
Thursday evenings 7:30-8:30pm, 15-18yrs 
Open to all children aged 10-16 years regardless of ability. on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:45-7:45pm; Jubilee Hall. £4 per 
session; Rackets and shuttles provided.  
For more info contact Paul on paulr2677@gmail.com or 07903 794613 

Hobart Badminton Club 
Players wanted! Come and join our friendly club of all ages from 16+. 
Playing experience desirable. We meet at Hobart sports hall, Tuesday 
evenings from 7:30-9:30pm. Cost £5:00, first session free!  
For more information contact Terry on: tezzahayden99@gmail.com  
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Social Whist 
We meet every 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month. Usual start 
time of 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start in the back room of The 
Hollies. A chance to chat, play some whist, enjoy tea/coffee with a biscuit, 
all in great company. No partner needed or to have played before, just an 
enjoyable evening out.  
If you need a lift, please call me (Jane) on 528875. Looking forward to seeing 
our regular players and meeting any new ones. 

Royal British Legion—Loddon & District Branch 
Our Loddon Standard has been busy on its travels to a 
Memorial Service for The Desert Rats near Thetford and at 
our own VJ Day Service. We have been invited to the Beccles Battle of 
Britain Service in September (Passport is ready for the border crossing!) 
Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month (but not in December) 
for those interested to pop along and support veterans. As you know, 
people no longer need to have served in the forces to join the Royal British 
Legion. Meetings are held at St John’s Lecture Hall, George Lane, 6:45pm 
for 7:00pm start. For more information, contact us on 01508 521136. 

Worker’s Educational Association—WEA 
The WEA was founded in 1903 and its mission was to bring 
adult education within reach of everyone who needs it. Our 
branch was formed in Loddon over 30 years ago and we meet 
on Mondays from 2:00-4:00pm in the Jubilee Hall during the 
Autumn and Spring Terms. Over the years we have had speakers giving talks 
on such diverse subjects as Local Historic figures, WW2 airfields in the 
locality, local churches, Quakerism, and even the Wild West! 
The WEA have been going through some re-organisation and so are late in 
sending out their list of speakers. When we have the details we will book 
speakers for Autumn and Spring, so please do look out for notices giving 
details of timings and registration. No prior knowledge of the subject is 
necessary and we are a friendly group who like to meet to keep our brains 
active and learn more about the locality. For more information, please ring: 
Alison (01508 521976) or Sharon (01508 520386).  

Chet Valley Community Larder  
Helping each other out,  

reducing surplus food waste,  
sharing with the whole community. 

Please call Julie on 07976 902487 if you have anything to be collected. 
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Loddon Community Gym 
The Library Annexe, Church Plain, Loddon, NR14 6EX 
Tel: 07534 946143 www.loddoncommunitygym.com 
The gym is open on some part of every day Monday to Friday:  
Monday 1:45–5:25pm; Tuesday 4:45–7:05pm; Wednesday 9:00–11:20am; 
Thursday 6:00pm–8:20pm; Friday 10:15am–12:35pm.  

It’s been twelve months since the Community Gym took the bold but 
successful step of relocating to the Library Annexe in Loddon. Since then 
there have been many tweaks and changes to both the committee and the 
operation of the gym. However, the one thing that remains unchanged is 
our commitment to Loddon, Chedgrave and the surrounding villages to 
provide a local, not-for-profit, friendly and affordable fitness facility which, to 
date, has not been provided by the Local Authority. This is recognised by 
South Norfolk Council who continue to offer their support when needed. 
We also have the support of a number of local businesses, but could always 
do with more. Let us know if you feel you could help! 
Unlike many gyms, our instructor Louise is qualified to help those referred 
to us by local GP practices through the Active Now scheme. This has 
proved hugely beneficial to many of our members. If you feel that your 
fitness and wellbeing could be improved, just drop by for a chat. We also 
recognise that those less mobile than some also wish to improve or 
maintain their fitness levels. For those we started chair-based exercise 
classes on 12th July. Please contact Louise if you are interested. 
For more information visit www.loddoncommunitygym.com or ring Louise 
on the number above, or, when the Gym Open sign is on the railings 
outside the Library on Church Plain, pop in and see what is on offer. We 
are a relatively compact gym, limited to 11 per session, so you will need to 
book sessions via www.picktime.com/easternriverscommunitygym. 
Alternatively, to book a first session, ring Louise on the number above. 
Loddon Indoor Bowls Club 
We meet in the Old Town Hall in The Swan pub car park, Loddon. It’s a 
members’ club with inter-club league matches every evening; roll ups on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday afternoons starting at 2:00pm 
and on Tuesday morning starting at 10:00am (restricted to the first 12 
turning up). Just turn up and give it a try. Subs just £12 per year. Rink fee £2 
per session. More information from Paul Clemence (chair): 01508 218078. 
Table Tennis Club 
We are a friendly group who are neither beginners nor league 
players. We need some new players. We play on Thursday 
afternoons from 2:00-4:00pm in Chedgrave.  
If you are interested in joining us please phone Carole on 01508 520589. 
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Advertise your      
Business here 

from only £110 
a year 

 

  
  

Paths & Patios inc. Porcelain & Sandstone, 
Driveways, Fencing, Digger work 

Wood & Composite Decking, Hedge & Tree  
Trimming. General Clearance and more. 

free quotations available 
Stuart Frost 

High Bungay Road, Loddon 
07900 432108 

Stuartfrost1985@icloud.com 

 

New Branch at 3 Upper Olland Street, Bungay tel|:01986 948188 

 

 Shauni Prettyman 
Hair Stylist 

47 Mountbatten Road, Bungay NR35 1PP 
07908891271 

thehaircabin2022@gmail.com 
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Chet Valley Probus Club  

Chet Valley Probus Club welcomes people who are retired, semi-retired or 
approaching retirement and who have had some measure of responsibility in 
their working life. We are friendly and excellent company, enjoy fascinating 
talks on a variety of subjects, good food and meeting others of like mind. 
Why not come along and give us a try with no obligation? We meet at 
Chedgrave White Horse and meetings start at 10:30am and lunch is 
optional. 
Upcoming Meetings: 
12th September: Adrian O’Dell—The Spiritual and Practical Use of Water in 
Medieval Monasteries 
26th September: Charles Lewis:—Tulipmania 
10th October: Mary Newton—Give us a Clue when the Dogs Don’t Bark 
24th October: Chris Crowther—Bush Pilot; Now a Crime Writer 
Hon. Secretary John McCormack 01508 521899, 
probusonline.org/chet-valley  

Chet Staithe Probus Club 
We are a club for retired gentlemen, and friendship. The atmosphere is 
relaxed, jovial, with little formality. Dress code is casual. We have a good 
mardle, and a different speaker every meeting on varied subjects. 
Afterwards, members either go home, adjourn to the bar, or stay for a 
pleasant lunch. Your choice. We meet at The White Horse every first and 
third Tuesday of every month, start time 10:00am.  
Upcoming meetings: 
5th September: Mary Fewster—Norwich Pleasure Gardens 
19th September: Jan Bensley—The Elizabethan Garden 
Come along to a couple of meetings and try us out; no pressure to join. 
Clive Boyd, Secretary, 01508 520547 cliveboyd@btconnect.com 

Loddon Community Cinema 
Thursday 7th September: The Fabelmans. 115 minutes and 
rated PG13. Directed and co-written by Stephen Spielberg.  
Starring Gabriel laBelle and Michelle Williams.  
The story is a semi-autobiographical portrayal of Spielberg's 
adolescence and his early years as a filmmaker.  Well received by critics. 
St. John's Lecture Hall, George, Lane Loddon. Doors open 7:00pm, the film 
starts at 7:30pm. Tickets £4, £2 under 16, available on the door or in 
advance from Loddon DIY. email: loddoncommunitycinema@yahoo.co.uk  
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GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
 
Garden Maintenance Trees 

Hedges 
Shrubs 
Strimming 

Allotments / 
Vegetable Plots 

ROBERT WHITING 
07446 749051/ 01508 522934  

Over 30 Years Experience 

Initial Start up 
Maintenance 

 

 

DISCOUNT VOUCHER  
ON CONVEYANCIING 

VALID TO 31ST MARCH 2024 
On production of this advertisement 

FULL-SERVICE LAW FIRM  
Full Conveyancing Services, Family and Children Law, 
Landlord and Tenant, Commercial  and  Business   Sale of 

Assets,Wills, Probate and Trusts, 

o.uk 
www.goodwincowley.co.uk 

Offices at Norwich, Beccles Lowestoft, Kessingland  

                    Bee Green Laundry  
                Eco-friendly, Green Launderette 

         Bee Green Laundry is a 100% Green       
launderette using just renewable energy &   

cruelty free, plant based products. 
We offer all the laundry services. 

58 Langley Road, Chedgrave,  NR146HE  
Telephone: 01508218110  

Email: enquiries@beegreenlaundry.co.uk  
Rug carpet available to hire.  

Laundry Services 
9am –1pm 

Monday – Friday 

Launderette  
8am - 8pm Mon-Sat 
10am -8pm Sunday 

Tree reductions Tree removals 
Stump removal Hedge trimming 

Firewood deliveries etc 
Free quotations 

Fully NPTC qualified and insured 
Contact Michael for any enquiries  

you may have 
07502 627074 - 01493 601249 
Email: woodmentreeservices 

@hotmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/

woodmentreeservices/ 
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News from Local Branches of the Women’s Institute 

Chet Valley Art Society 
Are there any artists out there that would like to join Chet Valley Art 
Society? We meet every other week at Highways Garden Centre. 
We will book a trip to London to visit galleries. Do get in touch if you 
would like to join us. Phone Vee on 07557 402211. 

Community Groups, News and Events 

Chedgrave & District Women’s Institute 
At their meeting in June, members were entertained by June Strickland’s 
account of her time as a Marriage Registrar. Our next meeting will be 
Tuesday 26th September at 2:00pm in the All Saints Church Centre, 
Chedgrave.  
New members are always welcome. Contact Margaret on 01508 528531.  

Loddon and District Women’s Institute 
Looking back over the summer, Loddon WI members have had a good time! 
We have enjoyed an Afternoon Tea Garden Party in a member’s garden; a 
visit to Oxburgh Hall, a really fun evening of country dancing, and a visit 
from Mrs Rosie Wilkin. During her talk about food and drink from the 5th to 
the 15th Century, we had a taste of homemade mead, pottage and nettle tea. 
Never a dull moment! 
It looks as if September will also be keeping us busy.  As well as our usual 
meetings, on 1st September some of us will be going to the Duxford Quilt 
Fair; we’ll be taking part in a competition at the Horticultural Society’s 
Annual Show on 2nd September; and we will have a stall at Loddon Flower 
Club’s Flower Festival. 
Next Meetings: 
Thursday 14th September: Knit, Natter & Crochet—2:30pm–4:00pm. 
Loddon Library. (This is open to anyone in the community). 
Wednesday 20th September: Peter Lawrence—Eyes along the Norfolk 
Coast. A talk about the National Coastwatch. 7:15 for 7:30pm. St. John’s 
Chapel, George Lane, Loddon. 
Thursday 28th September: Book Club—10:30am–12:00 noon. 
Saturday 30th September: Sewing & Craft Day 10:00 am-4:00pm, St 
John’s Lecture Hall. Further details on p23. 
If you would like to find out more about our group, why not come along to 
one of our meetings? We’d be very pleased to meet you. We can be 
contacted via our Facebook, or by ringing 01508 528912. 
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Willow Barn 
Low Road 
Norton Subcourse 
Norwich 
NR14 6SA 

 

07505 684561 
www.clairesgrooming.co.uk 

 

The Tiffin 

Providing a great place to grow and learn 
Access childcare from 6 months up to 5 years 
FantasƟc Indoor and Outdoor Environments! 

Private and Funded Childcare Available 
Telephone :01508 484 040 

Day Nursery & Pre-School 
THURTON 

 ECOPAINTERS 
Interior & Exterior Painting 

  *  Dustless sanding  
  *  Interior/Exterior lime wash specialist 
  *  14years experience 
  *  Free quotes 
  *  Fully Insured 
  *  Repairecare TM filling lasts up to 10yrs 
  *  Glazing repairs 

Contact Oliver on 07824679329 
Email: oliver.ecopainters@gmail.com 

Website: www.ecopainters.org.uk 

DM WINDOW CLEANING 
 

                  
 

     Traditional Cleaning 
of  

   Windows, Gutters 
 Fascia's & 

Conservatories 

Tel:07415 395 211 

 WALKER ELECTRICAL 
Domestic Electrical Services 
For extra sockets, new lighting, fault 

 finding, Fuseboard upgrades, rewires & more… 

Call 01502 712763 or 07824723319 
for a free, no obligation estimate 

Trevor  Walker BSc. City & Guilds Qualified 
Electrician,  Part P Registered Contractor, 

NICEIC Domestic Installer No.34554 
Email:trevor@walker-electrical.co.uk 

www.walker-electrical.co.uk 
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Loddon and District Horticultural Society 
On Saturday 2nd September we are holding our Annual Open 
Show at the Jubilee Hall, George Lane, Loddon. It is open to 
both members and non-members and if you would like to show 
any vegetables or fruit please contact Tricia, Show Secretary, 
for a show schedule on 01508 520273 or 
patricialoades@btinternet.com. There are 92 classes for a 
variety of items. Doors open at 1:00pm. If you are thinking of showing 
something in the future please come along and have a look at what is 
involved. Refreshments will be available.  
Because of this show we do not have a meeting on the second Wednesday 
but will be back to normal in October. 
For more details contact Jean Cope (Chairman) on 01502 710024 or 
jeancope52@gmail.com or Hazel Copland (Secretary) on 01508 520890 or 
happyhaze50@gmail.com. It is £10 per year to join our Society. Follow us 
on our Facebook page. 

Chet Valley Photography Club (CVPC) 
A big thank you to all who visited our 11th annual 
exhibition in July. We had many visitors over the weekend 
and it was lovely to be able to put together another 
exhibition for visitors to come along to and enjoy.  
The result of the CVPC Public Choice vote is as follows:  
1st Two Foxes Norman Wyatt; 2nd Speckled Bush Cricket Nymph Jonathan 
Orland; 3rd Two Otters Norman Wyatt.  
These photographs can be view on our club website: 
www.ChetValleyPhotography.org.uk.  
If our exhibition has inspired you and you would like to come along to our 
meetings then please do. The club is open to everyone regardless of their 
photography knowledge or experience. For more details please see our 
website or email: info@chetvalleyphotography.org.uk 
Our Annual General Meeting will take place on Monday 4th September, 
7:00pm start, at St John’s Methodist Chapel, George Lane, Loddon. 
Further details for our Monday 11th September club meeting will be posted 
on our website when they are available.  

Upcoming Events 
If you like to get things into your diary early, then note that these events are 
coming up in October: Loddon Band concert in Holy Trinity, Loddon, on 
14th; the October Quiz & Supper on 20th as well as ‘Cake & Rake’ following 
the Autumn churchyard cut on 28th—both at All Saints, Chedgrave. 
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All domestic & commercial 
Installations 

Test and inspection 
Fuse box Upgrades 

intruder alarms 
Full and part rewires  

and more 
Part P and NAPIT  

Registered 
 

Tele:07825 794045 

Armiger Electrical  
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Loddon & Chedgrave District Society 
Wednesday 27th September: Walk at Reydon Marshes.10:30am.  Another 
chance to explore this lovely landscape; walks to suit all abilities. Lunch at 
the lovely café on site. Contact June 528853.  
We are a friendly group of people who like walking, visiting interesting 
gardens, historic buildings, and the occasional social evening. Membership 
fee is £6.00pa. Members will receive a programme. New members welcome.  
For more information about our events, contact June Tel: 01508 528853 or 
at junecs@btinternet.com. For membership, contact Hillary at 
meredithp3@sky.com Tel: 01508 520457. 

Loddon & Chedgrave Ladies 8 O’clock Club 
We are a friendly group of ladies who meet on the last 
Wednesday of each month in the back room of The Hollies, 
Loddon High Street. An annual fee of £10.00 is charged plus 
£3.00 for each meeting attended. New members always welcome. 
Next Meeting: 
Wednesday 27th September: Sylvia Cundy will demonstrate how to make 
corn dollies and instruct us in attempting to make our own corn dolly. 
Please bring with you a damp tea towel (for keeping the corn damp) and a 
small pair of scissors.  
Contact June 01508 528853 or Hillary 01508 520457. 

Chet Valley Patient Participation Group (PPG) 
All GP practices are required to have a Patient Participation Group for the 
purpose of obtaining the views of patients on the services delivered. The 
role of the PPG is to be a supportively critical friend to the practice, to 
advise them on the patients’ perspective, and to provide an insight into the 
quality of the service provided. When the Care Quality Commission (CQC) 
inspect the practice, they want to know how involved the public are and 
how the staff engage with them. 
The Chet Valley Medical Practice PPG consists of members who meet on a 
quarterly basis, or as required. It has an elected Chairman, Secretary and 
Treasurer. Members must be registered as either a patient or a carer of a 
patient at the practice. They must remain objective; this is not a forum for 
raising individual complaints. It is however a forum for showing the practice 
how their services are perceived and for suggesting improvements. Would 
you be interested in joining the group? Why not come along to an open 
meeting to find out more about it and how you could help. 
Open meeting:  
Monday 5th September at 6:00pm at Chet Valley Medical Practice. 
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Langley Grange Indoor Pool 
Private, heated indoor pool for 

hire in a beautiful setting. 
Prices start from £30/hour. 

For bookings or 
enquiries, please contact Liezl 

(07379429678) or visit 
www.langleypool.co.uk 
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Loddon Library 

Have you heard of ‘Open Libraries’? It gives you access to 
Norfolk Libraries seven days a week (during designated times 
below) so you can pop in to return books, pick up a 
reservation, rent a DVD, use the printer, log on to the public 
PCs or just enjoy the space. Speak to a member of staff to 
learn more.  
To visit during staffed hours please see below for our 
opening times. 
Monday 8:00am-7:00pm (Staffed 10:00am-7:00pm) 
Tuesday 8:00am-7:00pm (Open Libraries access only) 
Wednesday 8:00am-7:00pm (Open Libraries access only) 
Thursday 8:00am-7:00pm (Staffed 10:00am-7:00pm) 
Friday 8:00am-7:00pm(Staffed 10:00am-7:00pm) 
Saturday 8:00am-4:00pm (Staffed 1:00pm-4:00pm) 
Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm (Open Libraries access only) 
For parents we also have baby weigh scales and changing 
facilities available during ‘Open Libraries.’ 
We are delighted to say that Loddon and District Local 
History Group have just published a new booklet: 

What’s in a Name 
It has information on the origin of some of the street names 
in Loddon and Chedgrave.  
Copies are available in the library for £5. 
To find out more, pop into the library or follow us on: 
www.facebook.com/loddonlibrary 
Ways to contact us:  
Telephone: 01508 520678   
Email: loddon.lib@libraries.norfolk.gov.uk 

We look forward to welcoming you soon. 
 

www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries 
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Home Improvements 
FULL RANGE OF CARPENTRY & DOUBE GLAZING SERVICES 

WOOD/UPVC Window & Door Maintenance Repairs 
& Installations 

Upgrade to Energy Saving Glass * Cat Flaps * Locks & Handles 
24/7 Call Out - Contact Us on 

01508 480551  07982 711499 
E:enquires@cooperhomeservices.co.uk 

www.cooperhomeservices.co.uk 
  

 

 

 

 
PROFESSIONAL HAIRDRESSING FOR LADIES & 

GENTS IN THE COMFORT OF THEIR OWN HOME.  
EVERYTHING FROM CUTTING & STYLING 
THROUGH TO COLOURING & PERMING. 

FOR AN APPOINTMENT TO SUIT YOUR TIME AND 
CONVENIENCE PLEASE TELEPHONE  

07946 433395 

R O B E R T  S H R O P S H I R E  
H A I R D R E S S I N G  

 

George Lane, Loddon 
jubileehallloddon@btconnect.com  - Tele  01508 528 588  for booking or enquiries 
Table Tennis Table for hire-Badminton Courts-Short Tennis Courts-Short Mat Bowls 

Community Hall available for hire for parties, sports, meetings etc. Smaller Club Room 
available for hire weekdays. See our Facebook page (Jubilee Hall Loddon) for all        

upcoming fundraising events. Registered Charity Number  285015 
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Loddon and District Local History Group 
In June Chris and Stephie Kolonka-Weet gave us an interesting talk about 
‘Defending Norfolk 1940-1942: The Home Forces’. There was an imminent 
threat of German invasion so to counter this the Julius Caesar plan was 
drafted and implemented by Sir Walter Kirke. 1941 saw the consolidation 
of existing defences and further construction of pillboxes, with three slit 
trenches for each, anti-tank islands and barbed wire placed along the 
coastline. New weapons systems were introduced for the Regulars, the 
Terratorial Army (TA) and the Home Guard who were given more 
responsibility to free up the rest of the army’s units. By 1942 the immediate 
threat of invasion was considered over and coastal defences were reduced. 
In December 1944 the Home Guard was disbanded. 
East Anglia was particularly vulnerable to an attack as an invasion fleet from 
North Germany could be landed in a night and once France and Belgium fell 
in June 1940 the north east became vulnerable too. By the end of 1940 the 
south coast became equally vulnerable. Chris then outlined the home forces 
available: the Royal Navy and coastal command would provide an early 
warning; the RAF’s bomber and fighter command would bomb beach heads 
and attack any enemy infantry should they land; the Royal Artillery and 
Coastal Batteries could intercept landing craft while troops from the 
Regular and TA would hold up any invading troops. The Home Guard were 
to be a localised defence and could guide the regular army but they were 
badly equipped to begin with and were not intended to be the front line. 
Chris then mentioned some of the Commanders-in-Chief of the Home 
Forces who had to provide equipment and training and plan where troops 
should be deployed. In Norfolk there were two divisions with 8-10,000 in 
each. Between June 1940 and January 1941 they operated a series of 
defence lines around where roads and rails connected near towns like 
Yarmouth. One type of line (red) needed enough supplies so that they could 
hold out for seven days while a second type (green) aimed to hold out for 
two days with fewer supplies. 
Chris and Sophie then mentioned some of their research methods like the 
use of archaeological recording of surviving defences, aerial photographs and 
use of GIS. Today, the role and post-war legacy of the home forces is 
largely forgotten but Chris argued that there is much more to learn. 
Next meeting: 20th September ‘Stones, Bones and Herbs—Treating 
Everyday Ailments in Medieval England’ by Joy Hawkins. All meetings held in 
St John’s Lecture Hall, George Lane, Loddon starting at 1:30pm. Admission 
£3 (includes light refreshments). All welcome. Email: Carol 
(chetcottchippy@hotmail.com) or Elvie (elvie.herd@uwclub.net) 

Carole Rylands 
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Adepta Accountants 
Fully qualified accountants on your doorstep 

Call Jacquie 01508 537024  

jacquie@adepta-online.co.uk 

Hill Farm,  Kirby Road, Kirby Bedon NR14 7EE 

· Self Assessment tax returns 

· Bookkeeping & VAT 

· Making tax digital 

· Accounts for small businesses 

· Limited companies 

· Rental accounts 

· Tax advice & planning 



45 

Read Any Good Books Lately? 
 Someone Else’s Shoes by Jojo Moyes 

Nisha and Sam have nothing in common but their worlds collide when their 
lives start to fall apart. I really enjoyed this story of two forty-something 
women having midlife crises and coming out on top. It was a fun, easy 
read—as Jojo Moyes tends to be—and perfect for summer/early autumn. 
Although she’s easy to read Jojo Moyes plots are cleverly interwoven and 
her characters are relatable and empathetic. 
Romantic Comedy by Curtis Sittenfeld 
I’ve enjoyed many books by this writer. This feels a departure from some of 
her more political novels, but it’s a great one. Sally’s a script writer for a 
late night comedy show on TV. She sees a lot of gorgeous, successful 
women fall for averagely successful men but never the reverse. So she 
decides to write about it. But life and love overtake her by surprise and she 
finds her expectations turned on their head. Funny, bittersweet and a great 
dissection of modern romance. 
A Very Short Introduction to… various authors 
This series of books are brilliant at giving you an expert’s guide to a 
particular subject. I’ve recently had reason to read the Plagues and the 
Viruses one for work and they are wonderful at helping you to understand 
a complex subject without dumbing it down too much. There are multiple 
titles covering all kinds of themes, all written by experts in their fields. 
Titles like Philosophy, Socialism, Art Theory and many more. 
Birnam Wood by Eleanor Catton 
Booker prize winner Eleanor Catton returns with a novel set in her home 
of New Zealand, about a group of activist farmers called Birnam Wood 
who perform acts of guerilla architecture. It’s a savvy book about modern 
technology and politics, with writing so good you’ll want to stop and either 
read it again or make a note of passages for future reference. Building 
towards a tragic but entertaining ending, Birnam Wood is a literary thriller 
that gathers pace in the second half and sucks the reader into a whirlpool of 
intrigue. 

Ruth Redford 
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UNIQUE BUILDING 
High Quality Domestic Building, Alteration, Extension & Renovation 

 Ö    Rendering 
Ö    Carpentry 
Ö    Painting 

Ö    Brickwork 
Ö    Tiling 
Ö    Plastering 

Val Dos Santos 
Tel: 01508 520345    Mob:07775946061 

No Job too Small  -  Free Estimates 
www.uniquebuilding .net 

 

J's Maintenance Services 
For all your DIY & Gardening Tasks 
Painting & Decorating Inside and Out 

Gutter Clearing and Repairs 
Door & Fence Repairs, Garden Tidy and 

Mowing. Help in Moving House   
Free Estimates  
Fully Insured 

07746375349 
51najaques@gmail.com 
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Nature Notes 
As you read this, we will be entering the season of autumn; the nights drawing in, 
and summer’s visiting birds will be leaving our shores to be replaced by our winter 
visitors. As I write, I am wishing I was outside in glorious sunshine, rather than 
inside watching the rain pour down and wondering just when I will be able to walk 
the dogs in the dry. 
My bird-watching recently has been restricted to local walks with the dogs. While I 
haven’t seen any new species for my depleted year list, just seeing what is around 
has none-the-less been enjoyable. Yesterday, at Seething, we were entertained and 
enchanted by both a red kite and a buzzard circling overhead, followed by the 
laughing yaffle of a green woodpecker as it flew across the field in its undulating 
flight. A few weeks back I was watching a male yellowhammer running round on the 
ground lifting its wings vertically above its back. It became obvious what it was 
doing when a female came out of the shadows: he was showing of his prowess. Was 
he successful? I don’t know as they both flew off! 
At the beginning of July there was a lack of birds using our feeding station, but as 
the month progressed it became inundated with young blue and great tits and a 
regular male greater spotted woodpecker (recognized by the red cap at the rear of 
its head). 
While walking the dogs across the track from Cross Stone Street to Hardley Hall, I 
was first aware of a small flock of birds flying from the wood to one of the oak 
trees in the hedge, followed by a call that initially I didn’t recognise. Having my 
binoculars with me I scanned the tree and discovered that at least some of the birds 
in the flock were blue tits. My brain then engaged, and I realised the call I had heard 
was a nuthatch and sure enough it wasn’t long before it appeared round a branch 
on its search for food. I was able to enjoy its foraging exploits for a few minutes 
before continuing with the walk. 
One thing the wet weather has made more obvious are amphibians. We have 
noticed several frogs in the garden. Also, on a late evening walk with the dogs we 
came across a toad on the road which fascinated our young dog. I was able to take 
some good photos of her puzzled expression, only to discover looking at them later 
that we had failed to spot a newt which was also there. On an excursion to Hardley 
Staithe, I noticed a grass snake by the side of the road thrashing about. Thinking it 
was injured, I parked safely and went to investigate only to discover that it was 
attempting to remove a squashed frog, which it finally succeeded in doing, slithering 
off into the roadside undergrowth. I also found a grass snake sunbathing against our 
front doorstep!  
You never know what you might come across as you are out and about or even 
looking through a window, that can brighten any day, so enjoy. 

Richard & Rachel Hull 
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'ACCOMODATION IN CENTRAL LODDON' 
The Barn offers 'The Garden Room'-(off Loddon High Street ) 

 
Lovely self-contained converted barn room with 
private access, off street parking  overlooking 

garden close to amenities and eateries. 
Ideal for family reunions, celebrations & weddings 

Booking via: the Airbnb website at: https://
airbnb/com/h/thebarngardenroom or 

Phone Tracyann Corke 07522675935 /  
Email: lokefolk@yahoo.com 

 

   

A natural treatment for dogs with  
orthopaedic conditions such as arthritis or 
hip dysplasia, for recurring lameness or 
injury, rehabilitation; Ideal for dogs that 
show signs of aging or changes in their 

behaviour. Canine massage can  
provide pain relief, reduced stiffness and 
improved mobility producing a happier 
more motivated dog. It is also great for 
keeping working and sporting dogs in 

peak condition.  Contact me to talk about 
whether Canine Massage Therapy could 

help your dog. I aim to get results in  
1-3 sessions 

 

Gina Barrell  
 Canine Massage Therapist 

Tel: 07377161037 
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Allotment & Gardening Notes 
From the Allotment 
For the allotments, at least, the rains came just at the right moment to 
revive the beans, brassicas and squashes which had been marking time, 
though it was too late for my onions as rabbits got under the netting and 
took the tops off. Normally the onions would revive and continue growing 
but this was followed by the very hot dry spell and some of the onions 
bolted. More positive news is we have been eating delicious earthy new 
potatoes since early July though these are also generally small. 
Gooseberries, early summer raspberries and blackcurrants are all picked 
and eaten or frozen. The rhubarb also revived in the rain and is once again 
ready to eat. In the polytunnel, cucumbers, tomatoes and aubergines are 
ripe. The peppers and chillis will be a little longer. I also have one melon 
from my experimental planting! 
My avid reader will remember that a friend with an orchard took cuttings 
from some old Norfolk apple varieties in our orchard and was pleased that 
seven of these grafts have taken. We are happy to help preserve these old 
varieties and share cuttings with anyone else who wants them. The 
allotment holders were busy in June thinning the apple crop to a double or 
single fruit at each cluster to encourage larger fruits to develop, particularly 
as the June drop didn’t appear to take place. However, the crop is still small, 
and the earliest apples were ripe before the end of July.    Andrew Milner 
From the Garden 
Well, 2023 has certainly been a bit different from last year; hot and dry and 
then wet and windy! This year the strong southerly winds have battered 
some of the taller plants, so may have to move them or increase the 
supports. The dahlias have been flowering well, they are not so tall this year, 
maybe due to the extreme winter temperatures. Only one variety, Thomas 
Edison, didn’t survive and I have replaced this as well as adding a few more 
varieties. The three outdoor amaryllis I planted earlier in the year all 
flowered but not at the same time which was a bit disappointing as I had 
planted them in one large pot. The bank around the pond flowered well first 
with daffodils, then camassia and then alliums so the remaining bank will be 
planted up in the same way in October/November. We plan to add yellow 
rattle and wildflowers to the bank to extend the season beyond June. The 
pond plants are doing well and we have had three flowers on the water lily 
so far. The pond has been visited by lots of wildlife, dragonflies, damselflies, 
small birds, water snails and frogs amongst others.  
Jobs for this month: take salvia cuttings to increase my plants, as I did lose a 
couple over the winter; and sow collected perennial seeds to overwinter in 
the greenhouse. The spring bulbs will now be available in the garden centres. 

Enjoy your garden.            Shirley Cross 
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End Piece 
Sometime around the late 1980s/early 90s Chedgrave had a fete in The Pits 
with a poetry competition displayed in Chedgrave Church. I decided to 
write about our actions towards the planet that we live on, a subject which 
concerned me. To my surprise my poem was chosen for a prize! It seemed 
that many locals agreed with the sentiments and related to the situation. I 
wonder what those living here now think, all this time later? Despite 
countless pleas from so many organisations it seems that there is less regard 
for the environment we live in now than there was then. Surely we must 
realise that climate change is a reality and although we cannot turn back 
time we can at least, in small ways, attempt to delay our destruction for a 
while longer, with a little effort. 
Here is the prize piece, as apt today as it was then, to my mind anyway. 

Help 
The land cries out for help, will anybody listen? 

The sea that once was clear and blue 
So full of life, can it be true 

That everything that we once knew 
Is slowly dying? 

The sky cries out for help, will anybody listen? 
The air is heavy, still and grey, 

Our lungs are struggling with each day, 
And still we throw the junk away 

That we are making. 
The earth cries out for help, will anybody listen? 

Cement and tarmac everywhere, 
Engines filling up the air, 

No-one even seems to care. 
What are we doing? 

Our bodies cry for help, will anybody listen? 
What legacies are we to leave? 
Will our children even breathe? 

Can we only sit and grieve 
While time is passing? 

Protestors cry for help, will anybody listen? 
Must they fight until the end? 
Persecuted by their friends, 

Will Almighty ever send 
What they are asking? 

Carol Webb 



R.B.COPPING
F U N E R A L  S E R V I C E

Independent family Funeral Directors Since 1935

56 Langley Road, Chedgrave, Norwich, NR14 6HE
www.coppingfunerals.co.uk     Tel: 01508 521159 B
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For Personal Attention with 
Dignity and Respect

Private Chapels of Rest

Memorials & floral  
tributes supplied

Pre-paid funeral  
plans available



2-6 Bridge Street  • Loddon  • Norwich  • NR14 6EZ

From business cards to large full colour posters & banners, and everything in between, we
are able to print a range of different bespoke items for you at the highest quality and at
competitive prices. No matter if you need just one copy or thousands, we can print it.

Roberts & Son Printers
For all your printing requirements

01508 520221 print@robertsandson.co.uk
Digital, Litho & Wide Format Colour Printing

Our in-house designers can work with you to develop new designs or work with your
existing branding guidelines. If you already have existing artwork that you would like to
use, no problem - we can use with that too. We strive to realise the vision that you have.

We stock a selection of office supplies, including plain A4 & A3 copier paper, coloured paper,
envelopes & printable labels. Additionally, we supply ink cartridges for home printers &
toner cartridges for laser & office printers, along with other printer consumables.

Print

Design

Supplies

Established for over 60 years


