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A report on how St Peter’s Church can build upon its connections with the people
of Frampton Cotterell.
Aims of the report:
 To identify existing areas of excellence in St Peter’s Church
engagement with the village of Frampton Cotterell
 To identify the relationship the church has with the community
 To make recommendations as to how the Church’s connectivity
with the people of Frampton Cotterell can be developed, including
through service.

To make recommendations as to how resources can be used and
worship developed to further enhance the mission of St Peter’s
Church.
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Introduction – A bridge in Frampton Cotterell
I want to be a bridge
Though I’m not strong.
I want to be a bridge
So wide, so long
That over me from doubt
To faith may pass
The lad in search of God,
The seeking lass.
Put steel into my faith,
And concrete too,
That folk may travel
Over me
To you!
John Gowans, Taken From ‘O Lord Not More Verse!’

St Peter’s Church, now in it’s eighth century, enjoys an excellent
location within the village of Frampton Cotterell in the county of
South Gloucestershire. It sits on a small, insignificant Junction in
the village, the churchyard adjoining both the main road
through the settlement, and a small lane that leads to a handful
of houses and a local business. Opposite is a well-respected
public house, The Globe, which has a sizeable garden. This
combination of factors allow for excellent views of the church
from around the local area, especially of its ancient tower.
On the other side of the church the road crosses the bridge over
the River Frome. This feature brings plenty of traffic, as without
it traffic from Winterbourne and Stoke Gifford in the West, and
Yate to the Northeast, would have to drive around the river, or
use an exceptionally narrow, single track bridge through Little
Frampton.
The church of St Peter itself is well liked and regarded by the
community, many of whom attend at Christmas, for school
services and fundraising events. In 2017 the average
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congregation size on Sundays was 65. The parish is resourced
with a Benefice Rector, a self-supporting Ordained Minister, two
Lay Readers, a placement student from Trinity College, and
support from a CEMES worker, provided and funded by the
Diocese of Bristol. Worship is regularly supported by a Choir, led
by a talented musical director and organist, a pianist at ‘family
orientated’ services, and a committed group of Bell Ringers.
There are also volunteers who assist in the upkeep of the
churchyard and cleaning the church.
The community of Frampton Cotterell is also served by Zion
United Church, whose Sunday morning services are attended by
over 100 adults, and more than 20 children. Other Anglican
churches, of similar and different traditions, and Methodist
churches, also surround the village. Some members of the
community choose to travel to these places of worship rather
than attend one of their local churches.
With its excellent location, and reputation amongst the
community, St Peter’s church has the potential to serve as the
bridge that brings people into the Kingdom, through Jesus
Christ. In fulfilling this potential the people of Frampton
Cotterell who are spiritually searching could find their direct
route to faith without feeling drawn to search further afield for
their crossing point to a life of spirituality.
The mission field St Peter’s church finds itself in.
The village of Frampton Cotterell is recognized by the local
authority as stretching from Woodlands Golf and Country Club
in the West, to Frampton End and Badminton Road in the West.
According the parochial parish boundaries the western
boundary lies by North Woods and the Grange Hotel. In the
west the boundary runs along Frampton End Road, intersects
Church Road, and then runs along south view, before joining
Park Lane, running as far south as cloisters Road on the other
side of the river. The effect of this is that an area of built up
house is divided into two parts, with the vast majority sitting
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outside the parochial boundary. This blurring of boundaries
does lead to some confusion as to at what point Frampton
Cotterell ends and Coalpit Heath Begins.
The effect of this boundary division causes the definition of
Frampton Cotterell to mean very different things. As a civic
parish, Frampton Cotterell had 6520 residents at the time of the
2011 census. As a parochial parish, however, the church only
serves 2732 of these people, less than half. St Saviour’s Church,
in Coalpit Heath, claims on their website to serve almost 8000
souls as a parish church.1 This divide appears not to bare any
strong relation to which church people are more likely to attend,
with members of the congregation being drawn from the other
side of parish boundaries.
At the time of the last census, the mean age within the Parochial
Parish was 43.5, whilst the median age was 45. Just over 24% of
the population was under the age of twenty. 1775 people,
almost 65% of the population, self-identified as Christian, whilst
23 people (less than 0.9%) belonged to other faiths, and 724
(26.5%) identified themselves as having no religion at all. In the
civic parish unemployment was 1.9%, whilst 70.9% of the
population was in economically active. 31% of all households
had dependent children, including lone parent households
(6.3%).

1

http://coalpitheath.org.uk/about
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How St Peter’s Church already connects with the
community of Frampton Cotterell
Promoting activities and news in the community.
The promotional work of St Peter’s church takes places through
a variety of means. Using traditional means, there are two
church notice boards in clear view of the footpath and main road
through the village. These are kept up to date, and posters and
adverts appear a good time in advance of the events they are
promoting. In the week running up to ‘St Peter’s Praise’, the
monthly service aimed and marketed as being suitable for
families, a large banner advertising the service, and easily
readable by passing traffic. In the weeks preceding table top
sales and the fashion show a series of posters are placed along
B4058, the main road to the left of Frampton, at junctions in
places which are clearly obvious to drivers and passengers.
Good use is made of local news media. Adverts for events at the
church can regularly be found within the Frome Valley Voice,
which has a far-reaching audience in the local area within South
Gloucestershire. Beyond this, the church also uses its own
newsletter to promote news, which is published monthly online.
St Peter’s church is the most progressive of the Churches within
the Fromeside Benefice of Churches when it comes to use of
social media. A Facebook page is run on behalf of the church,
promoting upcoming events, and is followed by 193 users. Other
online tools include St Peter’s own website, although at the time
of writing the advertised forthcoming events have already been
and past.2 There are currently plans to bring St Peter’s in line
with the other churches in the Fromeside Benefice of Churches,
with its own website address and a section of the Benefice
http://www.st-peterschurch.co.uk/forthcomingevents.htm,
accessed on 2nd May 2018, only advertises the St Peter’s Fashion
Show, which took place on the 20th April.
2
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website for St Peter’s, peer reviewed by a community of
webmasters within the Benefice.
Direct interaction with the community
Most of the interaction with the community in Frampton
Cotterell takes place on three sites: The Globe Inn, Frampton
Cotterell C of E Primary School, and the Church itself. The Globe
Inn hosts monthly men’s group, for the Fromeside Benefice of
Churches, which combines a meal with an after dinner speaker,
and a questions and answer session. There is also now a
quarterly ladies group in a similar fashion. Most of the attendees
are linked with the local Anglican Churches, Zion United, or
Local Methodist Churches, but non-church attendees have been
invited and welcomed into the group. At Christmas the Globe
hosts a time of carol singing led by the church, raising money for
Water Aid. This year the rector was able to conclude this time
with a blessing, which was respectfully observed by members of
the public sat in the Pub, who joined in the acclamation of
‘Amen.’ The relationship with the Globe has not always been a
positive as it is presently. Previous Landlords have chosen to
enter standoffs with the Church on the issue of parking in the
area.
According to Head teacher Peter Barnard, the link between the
Frampton Cotterell C of E School is at the “forefront” of what the
school is trying to achieve in its central role within the
community. In the past partnership and benefice rectors have
occasionally visited the school to lead corporate acts of worship.
Malcolm Strange, as rector, has led corporate acts of worship
every fortnight, and is at this time often supported by the two
CEMES workers. Parents have begun to make enquiries about
being able to also participate in school corporate acts of
worship. The rector has worked with the head of religious
studies to instigate faith days and CEMES workers have
supported these, and also extra-curricular days. Members of the
congregation have also engaged with the school by volunteering
their time to go and read with children. The school also has
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three foundation governors representing the church, which Mr
Barnard credits as being another feature that has helped
strengthen the relationship between church and school,
especially at community events.
The school has over the years used the church for special
services, with all the pupils attending Christmas and Easter
services which the children and staff put together. Including
parents and Children, in this academic year 460 people attended
the school’s Christmas Service, whilst 359 attended the Easter
Service. Outside of this, the church regularly invites the school to
participate in special services such as mothering Sunday and
Harvest, with the school choir participating, and children
reading from the bible and leading prayers. In 2017 this
tradition was developed with the first communion service
taking place in the school. Whilst this was well attended, it has
sadly been reported that many of the regular worshippers did
not attend this service; an opportunity to bridge the church and
the school not as well realised is it might have been.
In the past the link between the school and the church was
enhanced through encouraging children in the school to join St
Peter’s Church choir. Whilst many of these children have now
grown up or moved on, the fruits of this link can still be
observed within the benefice youth group, some of the older
members having been brought to faith through their time in the
choir. As St Peter’s Church Choir continues to go from strength
to strength with an excellent musical director, perhaps it would
be worth investigating building a similar relationship to that of
the past between the church choir and the school choir. Not only
might this bring in young people who don’t regularly attend St
Peter’s, but it also would give them an active role during
services to help engage them, and place them within a
community within the church who can nurture and encourage
them as they grow, develop musically, and enter deeper in faith.
Perhaps unsurprisingly, the greatest amount of community
interaction by the church takes place in St Peter’s itself. There
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are Christmas and summer fêtes, two table top sales, music
festivals and recitals, tower openings, wedding dress festivals,
fashion shows, and art exhibitions. The church itself runs a
parents and toddler’s group called ‘Tiny Tots’, and the church is
hired for a music and baby group called ‘Jazzy Jamboree.’ ‘Tiny
tots’ follows directly on from Jazzy Jamboree, and some of the
parents believe without Jazzy Jamboree they wouldn’t know that
Tiny Tot’s took place. The church is open regularly for
refreshment when community walks take place, and there are
multiple volunteers from the local community who look after
the churchyard and clean the church, although they are not
regular attendees at worship. Throughout the summer months
the church is unlocked and manned on Saturdays for visitors.
The combination of these events brings a large footfall through
the church.
The church also reaches out to the community through its
pastoral team, run mostly in partnership with St James the Less
Church in Iron Acton, but now managed at a Benefice level. The
pastoral team visits members of the community who may be
bereaved or housebound, as well as organizing parties to
celebrate baptisms that have taken place over the year, and a
monthly Sunday Lunch in a local pub. Once a month there is also
‘Open Door’, a bereavement group to allow those people affected
to find support and support each other. This idea has been
replicated in other parishes in subsequent years to when it first
begun.
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How the community in Frampton Cotterell
perceive St Peter’s Church
In seeking to establish how St Peter’s church might further
develop its connections with the community, a survey was
carried out to establish how the wider community of Frampton
Cotterell perceives St Peter’s church. This survey had an online
version, which was marketed through Frampton Cotterell
specific social media pages, and parents at Frampton Cotterell
School were sent letters inviting them to respond to the survey
also. 100 people completed the survey, of which 7 were weekly
attenders of services at St Peter’s Church. Most of the
conversations had multiple-choice answers, with a question
inviting comments about how comfortable respondents had felt
when being at the church. The individual comments are as
illuminating as the survey data in showing how people view the
Church.
The survey itself showed that a significant majority of the
community of Frampton Cotterell has visited at some point
within the last year. 85% of respondents indicated a belief that
the church belongs to the whole community; this commonality
could be interpreted as being caused by the number of visitors
to the church. 73% of those who completed the survey said that
they had found the people in the church to be friendly and
welcoming, whilst 75% of respondents said they felt
comfortable attending St Peter’s Church. In the comments
section the vast majority stated they found attending St Peter’s
Comfortable because “Everybody is so friendly and welcoming”,
and that “There are always people there to say hello and let you
know what to do.” There are also several comments that make
reference to the welcome received when attending through the
school, and children feeling involved on those occasions. All of
the responses can be found in the appendices of the report.
On the topic of communication 83% of those who completed the
survey said they regularly saw events being run by St Peter’s
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Church being advertised. However, only 37% of respondents
said they were aware of and had engaged with St Peter’s online
presence through its website and Facebook page, yet when
interviewing members of the local community they claimed
social media was their primary source of information for the
community.
77% of those who completed the survey believe St Peter’s
Church to be actively engaged in improving the lives of the
people in the community.
Whilst the survey indicates that the Church is viewed favourably
within the community, there are some causes for concern. The
church should be concerned about the following:







14% disagree that the church has community
ownership. Over 6% strongly disagree.
17% don’t see events being advertised
27% either disagree or are unwilling to say that the
people at St Peter’s are friendly and welcoming.
51% either disagree or are unwilling to say that the
services at St Peter’s are appropriate, interesting and
engaging.
24% don’t feel comfortable attending St Peter’s Church.
23% don’t believe that St Peter’s is engaged in trying to
improve the lives of people in the local area.

It is also important to note that some of the comments indicate
that some people struggle with certain features of services, and
others have had negative experiences of St Peter’s Church. These
include being unable to sit during large services, not being
talked to by anyone, feeling judged as a family when small
children make noises, or simply feeling lost amongst the rites
used in worship. These examples and others can, again, be found
in the appendices to this report.
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Where the community perceives the need to be,
and how we could respond to these.
Members of the community were asked to identify what, in their
minds, the greatest areas of need are in Frampton Cotterell. Well
over fifty per cent of respondents agreed the greatest areas of
need were the following:

1. Provision for young people outside of school hours
2. Events and activities for those who live alone
3. A place for young families to come together to support
each other

The reason this question was included was because the most
natural way that any church should be engaging with the
community should be through service, and through living as
part of a community.3 To do this the church needs to know
where it is required to serve, and use this to plan how it will
serve.
Below are some suggestions as to how St Peter’s Church can
help to continue to combat these problems.
Provision for young people outside of school hours
The issue of providing a space for young people in the form of a
youth club has already been raised internally, and in
partnership with Zion United Church. In the past Zion has run its
own after school youth club, but this has ceased to be as
difficulties emerged in managing the expectations gap between
the volunteers running it, and the young people attending. There
are two youth clubs currently being run in Frampton Cotterell at
the Brockeridge centre, although this is outside of St Peter’s
Parochial Parish. One of these clubs is for secondary school age
children in years 7-9 on a Tuesdays and one for children in years
3

Acts 2:44-47, Acts 4:32
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9-11 on Thursdays. Youth work professionals, provided by
Southern Brooks Community Partnerships, run these two
sessions.4 They are equipped with cooking facilities for training
activities, pool tables, and other high quality resources.
One suggestion that has been previously raised is Zion and St
Peter’s, support by members of the Fromeside Benefice Ministry
Team, pooling resources to allow a well organised and
functioning youth club. At the present time youth work
representatives are working together to put on a ‘one-off’ youth
event, in part to trial how such a partnership might work, and to
discern how such a group might be led. The best-resourced
church to host a youth group would be Zion, although the church
is very close to the Brockeridge Centre.
Whilst there is already pre-existing activities for small children
and for teenagers, there appears to be a gap in the market for a
general group children of Key Stage Two age (7-11) (not
including sports/music/drama/dance groups in the area). There
is also less activity outside of the school in the part of the village
St Peter’s Church serves. St Peter’s Church could consider
hosting either an afterschool or early evening activities group
once a week for children of this age, using the resources
available through the benefice to have structured games and
activities suitable for this age range. If so desired, this could be
set up as an interactive ‘mid-week Sunday school’, building on
the existing links between the Church and Frampton Cotterell C
of E School. This specifically would also help address the issue of
Children unable to attend on Sundays because of sporting
commitments.

Events and activities for those who live alone
https://southernbrooks.org.uk/what-we-do/youngpeople/your-youth-club/
4
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Through the initiative of the Pastoral Visiting, the church has
already done much to work towards combating the oftenoverlooked social issue of loneliness. There also exists a ‘secular’
pastoral visiting group in the village. This work is often based on
one to one interactions, often in a person’s home. Where there is
potential area for growth is for a regular program that brings
people together away from home rather than leaving them
alone, with the potential to form new friendships or continue to
engage in existing ones, especially for those who struggle with
mobility in later life. However, the monthly Sunday Lunches run
between St Peter’s and St James has done a commendable job in
beginning to address this issue. There are many other ways this
problem can be tackled, and potential ideas include but are not
limited to:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Coffee mornings
Classic Film Club
Afternoon Tea Club with guest
speakers
Board/Card games clubs
Lunch Clubs

St Peter’s, next to a public bus stop, occupies an excellent
location to host such an event, but is only partially equipped to
host some of these ideas. Again, partnership with Zion United
Church could be one option to address this issue, but this site is
served less well by public transport. An alternative would be to
build on the existing relationship with The Globe Inn and use the
space already used for Men’s and Ladies’ groups.

A place for young families to come together to support each
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other
To a certain extent, St. Peter’s Church already provides this
facility through tiny tots, and providing the space for ‘Jazzy
Jamboree.’ The time placement works well for ‘Tiny Tots’, with
parents staying and sharing warm drinks together before
picking up elder siblings from school. However, it would appear
that many parents in Frampton Cotterell are unaware of this
activity. St Peter’s should consider how it is marketing Tiny
Tot’s in order to ensure its existence is known by as wide an
audience of Parents as possible.
One area for activities for young families can be developed is by
providing morning activities. According to local parents,
morning activities for young children are uncommon in the
Fromeside area, leaving them having to drive to Yate if they
want to leave the house. St Peter’s, again served by its location,
could lead the way in providing a morning group for young
families. There is already a model of good practice taking place
in the Yate and Fromeside Mission Area in the form of Little
Sparks, which runs on Tuesdays between 9:30am and 11:30am.
This has a structured first hour, including the provision of a
drink and slices of toast, with songs and a story partway through
the morning, and then the second hour is less structured,
allowing parents to share in fellowship together. A Mission Area
CEMES worker, Mary Meilton, has been involved in establishing
and running this group, and is available to St Peter’s to share
knowledge and experience for new CEMES workers arrive in
September.
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From welcome guests to integrated disciples
It is undeniable that the level of community engagement with St
Peter’s far surpasses that of many other churches. With the most
conservative of readings, one fifth of the local community
attended at least one event last year; it could even be argued
that this is closer to half the population. However, on an average
Sunday, the percentage of the parochial population attending is
closer to 2%.
The current vision statement for the Diocese of Bristol is
‘Creating Connections.’ The diocese sets this vision out as
Christians and church’s connecting with God, with each other,
and with our communities.5 The number one priority in fulfilling
this mission for the diocese is Making Disciples, a response to
the words of Jesus Christ in great commission. 6 The challenge,
therefore, for St Peter’s evolution as a church, is to act as the
bridge by which the many welcome guests who visit the church
throughout any given year become integrated disciples,
becoming part of the church community, and in turn taking part
in the mission of the church. If this an outcome St Peter’s wishes
to see, as part of a desire to grow, then it will require some
amount of change, and it should be recognized that this can be
painful. In a world in which the pace of change is ever
increasing, the traditions and habits of worship are often what
help to bring calm whilst trying and focus on the unchanging
God. However, it should also be recognized that as an ancient
church, St Peter’s stands and is open because of decisions made
in the past to make the church building and its worship suitable
to age in which it serves, such as rebuilding, introducing pews,
moving from multiple instrumentalists to a single organist, and
removing pews in order to incorporate new facilities.

5https://cofebristol.contentfiles.net/media/documents/docume

nt/2017/02/Creating-connections-Vision-and-priorities.pdf
6 Matthew 28:19
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Sunday Sport as Competition
When interviewed, a large quantity of congregation members
believed one of the biggest challenges faced in reaching out to
families is the competition against Sunday Sport activities.
Sunday as a sacred day in British culture has become a minority
view, creating disconnect between churches and communities.
Activities that were once frowned on, such as sports recreation
and shopping, are now encouraged as part of ‘weekend activity.’
Within Frampton Cotterell itself, whilst the Church meets
together for the Eucharist, many children chose to take part in
Sunday morning sports activities over attending church,
supported often by their families. This is seen and promoted by
individuals and organizations as the ‘healthy option’ when it
comes to choosing how young people spend Sunday mornings,
and therefore is perceived as the most positive choice they can
make for their children. However, the church should remain
mindful that whilst many young people engage with Sunday
Sports, over the last decade around only 50% of young people
are engaged in one weekly sport activity. 7
When it comes to assessing how to tackle competition from
sporting activities, St Peter’s may wish to consider whether
Sunday morning services are the appropriate services to be
targeting families. The church should be advocating healthy
lifestyle choices, and celebrating when people choose to honour
the bodies given to them.8 Rather than competing with Sunday
morning sports, St Peter’s could switch its services on the first
Sunday of every month to have more traditionally adult focused
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion in the morning, with
the services targeted at families in the evening (or late
afternoon, to be more age appropriate) when there are less
organized Children’s activities. Inviting young people or parents
who don’t regularly attend to take an active role in this service is
https://www.sportengland.org/media/10113/youth-insightpack.pdf
8 1 Corinthians 6: 19-20
7
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also likely to lead to an increase in numbers. In a world where
people are less likely to passively sit and watch a television
show, but more likely to be using their phone at the same time
(where the marketers have it right, using an application linked
to what’s taking place on the television) active participation is
what people crave.
‘All are welcome at the table’: families and Eucharist.
Perhaps one of St Peter’s greatest strengths is its catholic
identity, and the universal welcome and compassion one would
usually expect from people rooted in this tradition. For this
reason, the Eucharist is rightly a large feature of the worship
pattern in the church. It therefore seems like juxtaposition that
St Peter’s should not be actively seeking to introduce this
beautiful gemstone of the church’s tradition and theology to
families who do not attend other services throughout the month.
Interestingly, in interviews with congregation members several
shared anecdotal evidence of families stating how much they
enjoyed the Easter service, when the usual family service rite
was mixed with communion, because it felt more like church
receiving communion and having their children blessed.
There are concerns within the congregation as to whether a
Eucharistic Service is appropriate for families, as it would last
longer than an hour, the liturgy is complex and visitors may not
understand the importance of the theology of the Sacrament.
Certainly some of this would be true were St Peter’s to use
either of the Orders in Common Worship, let alone the Book of
Common Prayer. However, Benefice Partner St Michael’s church
has been trialling and developing a monthly family communion
service once a month, using an adapted rite with simplified
language, during which the Children set the table for
communion whilst the priest explains what each component is
for, and what each component represents. During the
Eucharistic Prayer, the children remain at the front, and so the
prayer continues to have a feel a story being shared; the story of
why we gather around the table, of who instituted this tradition,
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and of what he did for his people. In best practice Children of a
spectrum of ages are used throughout the service to do readings,
to lead intercessions, and to engage with an interactive homily.
The length of this service including the receiving of communion
is no longer than 50 minutes and often can be closer to 40.
The planning of these services is relatively simple, with the text
agreed by the organizing team (often based upon the lectionary
reading for that service) and individuals issued responsibilities
for organizing different aspects of the service such as readings,
preaching, hymn choices and intercessions. This phase of family
communion team meetings can take fewer than 20 minutes. This
allows a greater period of time to reflect on what currently
works well in the service, what needs to be adapted, and what
can be changed in the future.
If families are to become regular worshippers and part of the
community of St Peter’s church, members of the congregation
have an important role to play in this more ‘outward looking’
service. Family services in this context are not being offered in
order to form a separate congregation, but to welcome in
families of all ages who struggle with more in-depth services. If
these families are to become regular worshippers, present on
most Sundays, the draw will not be the style of worship, but the
relationships they have with people. In order for this to happen
this means it is of the utmost importance members of the
congregation are present at these services, as well as the
services targeted at the long-standing ‘faithful’ of the church.
This should be the practice for all services and events that reach
out beyond regular attenders.
Making all welcome at the table: accessibility and Eucharist
The rite of Holy Communion, when done well, is a beautiful
service, full of symbolism and ceremony that stretches back
through the churches history. In an age where many churches
are seeking to find ways of encountering multi-sensory worship,
a traditional communion service already offers this, with the
19

colours of the vestments, the smell of incense, the feelings and
touch of the peace, the sounds of the choir, organ and
congregational singing, and the feel, touch and taste of the Host.
However, for someone visiting or attending the first time the
deeper meaning of each part of the ritual isn’t necessarily clear.
A glance at the comments in the appendices of this report
reveals that for some people these elements of the service leave
people uncomfortable. For some the tempting response would
be to abolish these traditions, but these are key parts of the
identity of St Peter’s Church, and there is already alternative
provision in the community in the form of Zion. To maintain this
identity as an expression of faith, St Peter’s could consider how
they communicate the meanings behind the rituals. One
suggestion that arose in parishioner interviews was for the
ministers to explain why they are doing what they are doing
within a service. The drawback to this would be to disrupt the
flow of the Eucharist, potentially boring the faithful at every
service. A suggestion that could be explored which doesn’t
interfere with the current pattern of worship would be to create
a leaflet with pictures, explaining in the simple language the
meaning of the robes, incense, gospel procession and all the
other elements. It could also explain which parts of the services
is sung, and what to expect before a service beings. This could be
kept either inside the back cover of hymnbooks, or separately at
the back for use by visitors. Using a threefold format, this need
only require 100 double-sided A4 piece of paper, and could be
produced reasonably cheaper.
As a result of the reordering that took place at the back of St
Peter’s Church some years ago, there is a ‘quiet room’ that can
be used during services when parents wish to withdraw their
children for any such reason. In conversation with members of
the congregation there appears to be a tension between giving
permission to parents to use the room if required, and
unintentionally excluding them from the service. Whilst there is
no easy solution to this tension, one avenue St Peter’s could
explore is installing a speaker in the quiet room. The benefit of
20

such an installation would be that should parents feel it
appropriate to withdraw their child from the main body of the
congregation they can still feel part of the worship and the
community, and follow the service.
Asking Questions: Going Deeper
One of the successes of the formation of the Fromeside Benefice
of Churches has been the establishing of study and prayer
groups across the local area. These mostly meet monthly, and
have allowed the faithful to go deeper in exploring the Christian
Faith through being able to ask questions, debate ideas and
wrestle with the Bible.
From a handful of survey responses, conversations with
congregation members and other local parents it would appear
that there are plenty of people in the local community who want
to explore issues of faith, ethics and morality, but aren’t part of
the worshipping community and therefore less likely to be
redirected to the small groups that exist. One way St Peter’s
could engage with this issue would be to use the space available
in the Globe Inn to host evenings similar to the existing
men’s/ladies’ nights, but with more of a discussion/debate
element. Invitations could be issued to parents through the
primary school, as well as advertising through the means
already being used by the church. This form of activity would
help to broaden the community outreach conducted by the
church from fundraising and community action to direct
discipling, responding to the call of Christ in the great
commission.
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Equipped to serve the present age.
Future Resources
Within the Fromeside Benefice, St Peter’s church is not the best
resourced by some distance, either financially, logistically or
with people with available time and ability. As the lay and
ordained leadership are only too well aware, these things are all
required in order for the church to participate in effective
mission. It is, perhaps then, providential that in January 2018 St
Peter’s became part of the Yate and Fromeside Mission Area.
This initiative, which partners St Peter’s with seven other local
Anglican churches, brings to the local area significant financial
investment from the Diocese of Bristol. If each church fully
commits to the initiative, then it will mean that each church will
potentially have the resources of 8 churches at their disposal for
missional activities and projects. However, if St Peter’s is going
to benefit from this arrangement, they will need to be willing to
commit to being active participants in the mission area; this will
be key to obtaining extra resources.
Accessibility
As an old building it is perhaps unsurprising that the structure
and layout of St Peter’s Church poses several challenges in
making the church accessible to all. The officers of the church
have already taken steps in the past to overcome these
obstacles: There is a portable ramp available for wheelchair and
buggy users who may otherwise struggle with the front steps, a
fully disabled friendly toilet, and a reading lamp for those who
struggle with sight. However, as always there remains ways to
help improve the situation for those who need support.
Parishioners have reported that during services the portable
ramp is sometimes taken away, making it harder for latecomers
to enter, or anyone who needs to leave exit. Whilst the author
cannot verify whether this is true or not, a simple change in
practice would help to address this issue.
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Perhaps the most significant accessibility issue is the entrance to
the sanctuary. Steps into the chancel mean it is impossible for
anyone who might be wheelchair bound, or unable to use steps
safely, to approach the communion table. This can be got around
by the priest, supported by a chalice bearer coming down from
the chancel and administering the sacrament to the
communicant where they are. In some ways this creates a
beautiful theological image of Jesus coming to his people when
they are incapable of coming to God, a reality that is true for all
mankind. However, in having separate practices based on
ability, that also creates a theological image of division: by God’s
grace we can all feast at the Lords table, accept those who are
unable to through infirmity. It shouldn’t for a second be thought
that the people of St Peter’s Church believes this, let alone
advocates for it.
A common practice in many modern Anglo Catholic and Roman
Catholic Churches is the use of nave alters. An excellent example
of this can be seen within the Fromeside Benefice at All Saints
Church, Winterbourne Down. This usually takes the form of a
table placed before the front pews. The president stands behind
the alter to consecrate the sacrament, and then stands in front to
administer the host, the chalice beside him. The communicants
then come to the president, and receive the host whilst standing,
before passing to the chalice bearer, and receding back to their
seats via a side aisle. In this way all people, young and old, are
able to approach the table, equal in the eyes of the Lord and
equal in their experience; a testament to the church being one
body, without division.9
Were St Peter’s to choose to adjust their practices in order to
better accommodate those with issues regarding mobility, the
biggest challenge that would initial face the officers of the
church is the lack of space between the front pews and the rood
screen. This could be overcome, as previously the front pews
9

1 Corinthians 12:25
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have been made moveable, and so could easily be removed. This
would, however, cause a necessary discussion regarding what
the best decision would be regarding the storage and use of
these pews.
Stewardship of St Peter’s Church
A regular comment throughout the proposals in this report has
been the suggestion of the use of The Globe Inn, or partnership
with Zion and using their building as a resource. This is because
St Peter’s Church does not have access to a church hall, except
for four times a year in a hall that is leased out, and is a mile
away from St Peter’s. Another way this difficulty could be
overcome would be through the possible use of Frampton
Cotterell Primary School. However, both of these solutions are
ultimately compromises for the lack of a church owned,
adequately equipped, spacious hall. The fact St Peter’s is a
church that is open and active today is a testament to our
forebears in the faith, who as stewards of the building made
adjustments to make the best use of it within the context of the
time they served. Perhaps as the present stewards of the
building, the people of St Peter’s Church should consider
whether the present arrangement of the building is suitable for
the age in which we live, and the needs of the community they
serve.
When Frampton Cotterell Primary School has the school
services inside St Peter’s, the children fill up most of the pews.
At the Christmas service especially, this leaves parents and
other family members mostly stood at the back, and along the
aisles, many struggling to see, with some Grandparents choosing
to sit on the blue arm chairs at the back sacrificing all sight lines.
Staging blocks are erected at the front by the school, but this is
limited because of the lack of available space, and does not
entirely solve the problem. When the school meet for their
corporate worship in the school and sit on the floor, the whole
body of pupils takes up two thirds of the space they take up sat
in pews in the back of the church.
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Were someone who were wheelchair dependent to attend a
Sunday service they would have two options as to where to
position themselves for worship. They would have to position
themselves either at the very back of the church behind the
pews, or in the space at the front of the southern aisle. Either
position would be separate from being sat in the main body of
the congregation. For someone who needs a mobility scooter to
move around they could park their scooter in one of these
places, but then need the support of others to get into a pew, and
out again. A person dependent on a walker can get to a pew, but
then must abandon their walker in the aisle, or ask someone to
move it way for them.
Table Top Sales, Fetes, Fashion Shows, and Displays: these could
be expanded, with the potential to do more and raise more
money for their causes were there to be more flexibility as to
how the building can be used. The size of host ensemble for
concerts could be increased with flexible space: Choir Risers
could be brought in and Orchestras sat in a conventional,
functional layout if it were so desired. New fund raising events
could be introduced: barn dances, large-scale meals. The space
could be hired out to community groups; linked Baden Powell
sections could meet within the church they are partnered with.
The church could be full of people every day of the week.
The discerning reader may at this point suspect the author of
being radically anti-pew. This is not truly the case. But St Peter’s
could consider how it could make better use of the space it has
to offer as it serves God within the community of Frampton
Cotterell. Flexibility can be afforded through the introduction of
unfixed pews, benches, placing existing pews onto casters, or
with chairs, all of which are suggested as options by the
ChurchCare Guidance Note on Seating. 10
Where there is concern about opposition from organisations
http://www.churchcare.co.uk/images/Guidance_Notes/
Seating.pdf
10
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such as the Victorian Society, the reader should take note of
several Church Court cases that took place in 2017 regarding the
removal or replacement of pews, namely at All Saints West
Burnley, All Saints Higher Walton, and most recently Bath
Abbey. In each of these cases the Victorian Society has failed to
persuade diocese chancellors that the historical or architectural
importance of the pews is greater than the mission of the
church. It is interesting to note the comments of diocese
chancellor Timothy Briden in the case of Victorian Society vs.
Bath Abbey, as reported in The Telegraph:
“[Part of the reason pews were installed was because] the
medieval use of the nave for secular purposes had long
been abandoned.
"The revived use of churches for appropriate secular
purposes is now recognised as both a service to the
community and as an aid to the mission of the church."11

Were St Peter’s to choose to reorder its building what might this
look like? Here is one proposal of what could be done:



Placing a clear Perspex or similar screen around the
British Legion Poppy Memorial, to protect and preserve
it for the future.
Moving the reserve sacrament from its current location
by the north aisle alter to the high alter, and replacing
the northern alter with a nave alter that can be moved
as required. The chancel would otherwise remain
unchanged, and act as chapel and sanctuary to the
church, the gates of the rood screen being shut when

Timothy Briden, quoted in Rudgard, Olivia. “Bath Abbey can
remove its pews to let it hold bake sales and graduation
ceremonies, court rules.” The Telegraph 19/12/2017,
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/12/19/bath abbey-can-remove-pews-let-hold-bake-sales-graduationceremonies/
11
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not in use.
Carrying out work to either replace pews or placing
them on casters, to allow greater flexibility. Removing
the unused pipe organ, and using the space alongside
the chancel to store pews/chairs when space in the
nave is required.
Carpeting the floor of the nave, installing energy
efficient under floor heating down first. This would
likely be more efficient and economical then the current
system, and would make the prospect of hiring the
church more attractive to other community groups, and
in the long term this should pay dividends with regards
to parish finance, should this be managed with good
stewardship.

No church chooses to reorder their building lightly, not least
because of the emotional attachment felt towards the building
that has often been host of important life events for individuals
within the congregation. Cost is also an issue, and work of this
nature can require complex investment, lobbying and no
shortage of fundraising. The suggestions offered here are done
so in the spirit of suggesting how St Peter’s could further
enhance its mission within Frampton Cotterell, and not as a
criticism of previous architectural decisions, or as an attempt to
strip away from individuals what they hold dear within their
lives. This all having been said, the text preached on in St.
Peter’s church on the third Sunday of Easter, 2018 said the
following:
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down
his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions
and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on
them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear
children, let us not love with words or speech but with
actions and in truth.12

12

1 John 3:16-18, New International Version.
27

The narrow path to which Christians are called is not an easy
path, and because we are called to love others with actions the
path often requires sacrifice. If St Peter’s Church wishes to “Love
People into the Kingdom,” as one parishioner put it, it will
inevitably involve individuals having to choose to make
sacrifices of one form or another. The role of the entire
community then, from the youngest to the oldest, laity and
ordained, will in turn have to love each of those making sacrifice
with the same sacrificial love as they support those in pain.
Perhaps if the wider world were to look into a church where
each person loved every other person with the same Christ-like
sacrificial love as each other, they might just cross the bridge
from doubt to faith.
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Epilogue
I want to be a bridge.

If St Peter’s is going to be a resource Christ uses to bring the
people of Frampton Cotterell to himself in the Godhead, then the
people of St Peter’s have to want to participate in this divine
mission. If they don’t want to, God can and will find and use
other means to fulfil his mission.
Though I’m not strong

The people and community of St Peter’s church do not stand
alone. There will be difficult decisions to make in the future,
whatever course of action is taken at the present time. Practical
and spiritual support is available from its ecumenical partners,
other benefice churches, and the new mission area partners. All
of these exist to provide mutual support.
So wide, so long

People are individuals, and sometimes bringing people to faith
in The Lord Jesus Christ requires a variety of individual
approaches. St Peter’s does and will need to continue to offer a
width of variety that people might cross this bridge.
That over me from doubt
To faith may pass

People are already coming to the church, and in many ways St
Peter’s has one of the most effective outreach programmes in
the local area, certainly setting the standard for the Benefice.
However, for all the many people the church comes into contact
with other the 12 month cycle, many people still carry doubts
and cynicism about faith, some only attending because of an
appreciation for the church’s historical role within the
community (see comment date 4/30/2018 1:10 PM in the
appendices).
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The lad in search of God,
The seeking lass.

As parish church, St Peter’s has a responsibility to all the people
in the parish, male and female, young and old, of differing
abilities. To engage them in the faith will require certain
elements of adaptability.
Put steel into my faith,
And concrete too

Continuing to engage with the community at the same level St
Peter’s already does so, and seeking to make disciples, will take
a lot of energy and resource. As the community together pray
‘Give us this day our daily Bread’, they should remember this is
not only a personal prayer, but also a corporate prayer for the
things the church needs.
That folk may travel
Over me
To you!

Give all your people, Lord, the grace and courage to pray the
words of the prayer after communion with meaning: “May we
who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his
cup bring life to others.” This way St Peter’s Church, like the
bridge it stands alongside, might help provide a way to you
that many are able to use, without having to turn back and
find another way.
May God bless and keep the people of St Peter’s Church, as
they seek to do his will, for the sake of his Kingdom.
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Appendices
Appendix 1 – Survey Response Data

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

Appendix 2 – Survey Question 7 answers to the
question “What is it about St Peter's Church that
makes you feel comfortable or uncomfortable?”
Comfortable –Strongly Agree: The atmosphere in the church & the
welcome when I attend events. - 5/4/2018 9:02 PM
Comfortable –Strongly Agree: Welcoming and it’s part of the community
with strong links to Frampton primary school. It’s part of our children’s life
through the school - 5/4/2018 9:00 PM
Uncomfortable –Strongly Disgree: Cliques. - 5/4/2018 4:39 PM
Uncomfortable – Disagree: I find all churches uncomfortable- not just St.
Peter’s- they seem dark and depressing, as well as dusty - 5/4/2018 10:57
AM
Uncomfortable – Disagree: I have never had a reason to go to St Peters
Church, I have lived near Frampton for 35 years and have never been in the
church - 5/4/2018 7:59 AM
Comfortable –Agree: People very welcoming - 5/4/2018 7:48 AM
Comfortable –Agree: Friendly. Things are what I'd expect, nothing
unusual. Peaceful. - 5/4/2018 1:18 AM
Comfortable –Strongly Agree: Nice friendly people who always make me
welcome - 5/4/2018 12:35 AM
Uncomfortable –Strongly Disgree: I've met very prim people there who
didn't like my presence. I felt very unwelcome - 5/3/2018 10:57 PM
Comfortable –Strongly Agree: The people - 5/3/2018 10:51 PM
Comfortable –Agree: It's history at the heart of the village - 5/3/2018 8:23
PM
Comfortable –Strongly Agree: I love the involvement with my children's
school. We would go much more often if it weren't for Sunday morning
football.?? - 5/2/2018 9:32 PM
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Comfortable – Agree: Welcoming people - 5/2/2018 6:17 PM
Uncomfortable – Disagree: I worry my daughter will be noisy and disturb
people. - 5/2/2018 7:41 AM
Comfortable – Agree: My childhood church. Fond memories Daddy in the
churchyard. Wish i could spend more time there. Gardeners are
fantastic. - 5/2/2018 12:33 AM
Comfortable – Strongly Agree: Comfortable. A Great mix of the traditional
and modern Christian faith - 5/1/2018 11:20 PM
Uncomfortable – Disagree: I personally find it a bit high church sometimes
and feel unsure about how to behave during some ceremonial/ ritual parts.
I find it more of an adult church and my daughter prefers to worship
elsewhere for this reason. I have a great deal of respect and affection for
many of those in the church but overall feel a lack of mission and verve
which l feel is key for the future of our church and faith. I have spent a lot
of time reflecting on this however and concluded that much of the existing
congregation have different views on this and need different things from
their church so l wouldn't necessarily seek to change the church's ethos as
l respect their way of worshipping as just as valid as mine. Personally
though, l enjoy being challenged and inspired at church to go out and try
harder and to be part of a church that tries to engage more radicals with
the world. - 5/1/2018 8:46 PM
Uncomfortable – Disagree: Not hugely welcoming to young families. Feels
fairly cliquey on the occasions I’ve been. - 5/1/2018 1:49 PM
Comfortable – Strongly Agree: Friendliness - 5/1/2018 12:53 PM
Comfortable – Strongly Agree: The people in the congregation and the
greeters at the door are friendly. - 5/1/2018 10:29 AM
Comfortable – Strongly Agree: Very friendly people involved with events
make you feel welcome - 5/1/2018 10:14 AM
Comfortable – Agree: Friendly people - 5/1/2018 8:32 AM
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Uncomfortable – Disagree: I belong to another denomination of
Christianity, and the Church of England faith I do not agree with. 4/30/2018 10:30 PM
Comfortable – Agree: Its a well kept church & Malcom Strange is
wecoming - 4/30/2018 10:22 PM
Uncomfortable – Disagree: Quite a high church - 4/30/2018 4:07 PM
Uncomfortable – Disagree: It has been too high church for me, dislike
formality and incense. I am a member of Zion and prefer their informal
style, and it is warm and chairs comfortable! - 4/30/2018 2:43 PM
Comfortable – Agree: Lovely people and family friendly events -4/30/2018
1:16 PM
Neither – Q6 unanswered: I'm an atheist who likes churches for their
historic role as a cornerstone of communities. - 4/30/2018 1:10 PM
Comfortable – Strongly Agree: The people are very friendly and
welcoming. Father Malcolm is very approachable. The only thing that puts
us off is that some of the services are a little long for those of us with
younger children. - 4/27/2018 11:55 AM
Comfortable – Agree: Reminds me of school days at the church where I
lived - 4/25/2018 7:37 PM
Uncomfortable – Disagree: I'm not a member of the church as such but I
want my children to have the experience of Christian celebrations so I feel
a bit out of place when we go. - 4/25/2018 1:05 PM
Comfortable – Strongly Agree: I've grown up always visiting the church
with school, brownies & scouts. Every body is so friendly and welcoming. 4/25/2018 7:57 AM
Comfortable – Agree: Father Malcolm. We attend with school events at
the church at the children and adults all enjoy the services. Those cobwebs
in the ceiling need addressing though, my daughter is trrrified they’ll drop
on her head ;) - 4/24/2018 11:14 PM
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Comfortable – Agree: Friendly. I attend with purpose of taking the scouts,
so I don't attend on a Sunday (I attend church else where) I find St Peter's
welcoming, informative, clear and the services with the scouts are always
appropriately age directed. - 4/24/2018 10:23 PM
Comfortable – Agree: The people make me feel comfortable - 4/24/2018
8:49 PM
Comfortable – Agree: My son (6 years) has been attending St. Peter’s with
his nanny. He has difficulties socially and everyone at St. Peter’s has been
so lovely to him. His nanny has now moved away but he wants to continue
to come as he loves to go so much. Thank you st Peter’s for welcoming
him when others have not it means a lot to us all. - 4/24/2018 5:06 PM
Comfortable – Agree: I come for Frampton school events. Often parents
have to stand at the back because there are not enough seats now pews
have been removed. I cannot hear or see what is happening and after
about 15 minutes usually start feeling quite unwell! - 4/24/2018 4:02 PM
Comfortable – Agree: It remains an old comfortable church - 4/24/2018
3:57 PM
Comfortable – Agree: Whenever I have taken the children to an event we
have always been made to feel welcome - 4/24/2018 2:10 PM
Comfortable – Strongly Agree: Always friendly, pleasant and welcoming
volunteers when I have attended events there. - 4/24/2018 1:20 PM
Comfortable – Strongly Agree: It is a family church where I feel at home. 4/24/2018 12:18 PM
Comfortable – Agree: Made to feel welcome - 4/23/2018 12:43 PM
Comfortable – Agree: I grew up in frampton but now live in pucklechurch. I
only ever really go to church in frampton because it’s where I was
christened & where I feel comfortable. Rev strange is amazing & makes
services real & relevant. There have been services by others that I haven’t
enjoyed as much- still relevant but maybe a bit too high end. - 4/22/2018
9:20 PM
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Comfortable – Agree: Not really applicable as I don’t attend - 4/20/2018
11:22 AM
Comfortable – Agree: There are always people there to say hello and let
you know what to do in a service - 4/20/2018 8:31 AM
Comfortable – Agree: Parisheners mostly friendly Rev strange very
engaging Non regular attendees (ie not every week) could be more
welcomed to improve overall demographic of church users. Link with
youth needs focus. No teen activities - 4/20/2018 7:19 AM
Comfortable – Agree: The very nice people. - 4/19/2018 10:56 PM
Comfortable – Agree: The people - 4/19/2018 10:54 PM
Comfortable – Agree: I assume that all churches seek to welcome people,
so I would be happy to turn up. - 4/19/2018 10:38 PM
Comfortable – Agree: I mainly attend groups such as Jazzy Jamboree or
exhibitions which are very enjoyable. - 4/19/2018 9:52 PM
Comfortable – Agree: The Carol service and art exhibition I love. 4/19/2018 8:07 PM
Comfortable – Agree: Whenever we have been everyone has been kind &
welcoming. - 4/19/2018 7:32 PM
Comfortable – Agree: I’ve gone there all of my life - it feels a very
comfortable place for me to go. - 4/19/2018 7:32 PM
Comfortable – Agree: It’s part of churches together in the village and as a
member of Zion we are involved in joint events. - 4/19/2018 7:09 PM
Comfortable – Agree: I was unable to Christen both my children, as live in
Coalpit Heath. However, was able to get married at St Peter’s Church as
my parents lived in Frampton Cotterell. - 4/19/2018 7:00 PM
Comfortable – Strongly Agree: The people - 4/19/2018 6:59 PM
Uncomfortable – Disagree: No one talked to us - 4/19/2018 6:46 PM
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Comfortable – Agree: I like the way that there’s a welcoming smile even
when I only attend services or events every now and then. It would be nice
if for larger events the church community either introduced themselves or
had name / role badges as it can be a bit confusing as to who people are or
what their role is which can be a bit intimidating as if you are ‘expected’ to
know. - 4/18/2018 9:19 AM
Comfortable – Strongly Agree: All of my family married there (5 of us) and
my husband is laid to rest there - beautiful church - 4/17/2018 11:43 PM
Uncomfortable – Disagree: Nothing that your doing wrong, just a bit too
traditional for my liking so isn't really my cup of tea - 4/17/2018 8:33 PM
Uncomfortable – Disagree: I’m not elderly so don’t fit in - 4/17/2018 8:00
PM
Comfortable – Strongly Agree: Have attended for many years so feel at
home in lovely peaceful building. - 4/17/2018 5:27 PM
Comfortable – Agree: Feel comfortable attending events my child is
involved in there - 4/17/2018 3:47 PM
Comfortable – Agree: Malcolm Strange – comfortable - 4/17/2018 1:02 PM
Uncomfortable – Disagree: I find the worship very formal and although
this may sound strange, I find the fact that the hymns are sung in such a
high key off-putting. I'm not a confident singer and find them too difficult.
A range of livlier hymns and lower key would attract me. I've found on
occasion that the atmosphere is too solemn for me, I prefer to celebrate
and have fun with my worship, without taking away any of the meaning. 4/17/2018 12:28 PM
Comfortable – Strongly Agree: Lived in the village all my life and have
always attended St Peter's (more so when younger). Christened there,
married there, father's funeral held there so it is a special place for me on a
personal level. People are friendly and welcoming and family friendly
services are great for children! - 4/17/2018 12:15 PM
Comfortable – Agree: friendly atmosphere - 4/17/2018 12:02 PM
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Comfortable – Agree: Not something I have thought about. I think it was
ok when I went there - 4/17/2018 11:53 AM
Comfortable – Strongly Agree: My mum and her family grew up next door
to the church in mill lane, us grandchildren always loved the bells ringing 4/17/2018 11:27 AM
Comfortable – Agree: Good relationship with the school so the kids feel
comfortable there and some people are very friendly and welcoming. 4/17/2018 11:22 AM
Uncomfortable – Disagree: Although I'm a committed christian I find the
services old fashioned. I also feel uncomfortable as I'm not always sure
what is expected of me - 4/17/2018 11:13 AM
Comfortable – Agree: The church I have always known since a child 4/17/2018 11:10 AM

NOTE: Not all respondents who completed question 6 completed question 7.
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