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WHO’S WHO

Priest-in-Charge (Rector) - Revd. Robert Jackson

The Rectory, Autumn Garth, Harras Road, Harras Moor, CA28 6SG
Tel. 01946 696932 Mobile. 07863377777

email. revrobjackson@live.co.uk

Churchwardens.
Mr. Paul Cox Tel. 07845175506
Mr. Richard Last Tel. 695418
Reader.
Mrs. Anna Jones Tel. 691195
Verger.

Mrs. Dorothy Graham Tel. 693895
PCC Secretary.

Dr. Carrie Stewart Tel. 07740855633
PCC Treasurer.

M/s. Jane Nicolson Tel. 590803
Organist and Leader of the Choir.

Sigrid H-Leech Tel. 693906
FWO Register and Covenant Secretary.

M/s Jane Nicolson Tel. 590803
Electoral Role.

Mr. Paul Cox Tel. 07845175506
Tower Captain.

Mr. Richard Last Tel. 695418
Parish Magazine: Editor. Advertising and Distribution

Mrs Donna Flitcroft Tel. 599485
Safeguarding Officer.

Mrs Donna Flitcroft Tel. 07736643255
PARISH ORGANISATIONS

Mothers Union.
Branch Secretary: Mrs Sheila Kelly. Tel. 65154

St. James’ Community Centre
Bookings: M/s Jane Nicolson Tel. 590803 / 07749647534

email. jane.nicolson999@btinternet.com

Parish Administrator.
Mrs Donna Flitcroft Tel. 599485

St. Nicholas Centre.
Cafe opening times: Wed, Thur, Friday - times as advertised

Parish Website. www.whitehavenparish.org.uk




Dear Friends,

It feels like we are all a bit weary. First it was covid, then the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, and now our finances are really being stretched.
And on top of all this we have the greater environmental catastrophe of
global warming. We are all a bit weary!

In the carol “It Came upon a Midnight Clear,” a verse says: "And you
beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil
along the climbing way with painful steps and slow.”

It does feel like ‘our forms are bending low’!

Yet, hear the story of Jesus’ birth with fresh ears.

That first Christmas came to people who were ‘bending low’.

The people were crushed under the weight of Rome.

And then came the decree that all the world should be enrolled.

So, Mary and Joseph made the 90-mile journey on foot to Bethlehem.
They weren't the only ones - when they got there Bethlehem was
crowded - a stable would have to do!

It was in a dirty barn where she gave birth.

A feeding trough a cradle for the baby.

Shepherds watching their sheep - the working poor of their day.

Who were overworked and underpaid, the looked down upon!

But God had them in mind. The angels sang to them, the poorest of the
poor. “Peace on earth,” “Peace on earth.”

The Messiah had been born in Bethlehem. If they travel there, they'll
find him in a stable, lying in a manger, of all places!

That first Christmas came to those bent beneath life’s crushing load.
It didn’t come to the privileged. It didn’t present itself in splendour.
No, it came to Mary’s form bending low. It appeared to shepherds toiling.

God’s kingdom entered our world in the form of a tiny baby.

He was born to weary parents in a stable.

The kingdom of God came in vulnerability.

Divine love came down at Christmas.

The Son of God entered our weary, worn and human realm to bring
salvation to us.

He was born in vulnerability. And he would die vulnerably, too.

These past few years have exposed our vulnerability.
For all of our advancements, it has been exposed how truly fragile we
are. Our frailty has been laid bare!



At Christmas we come to the manger beneath life’s crushing load.
We come on bended knee, and the reality of Christmas shines through
with extra clarity because...
Our Saviour didn’t come in strength; he came in vulnerability.
The Messiah, the hope of our redemption, was born among us, in all our
lowliness and vulnerability.
In his small, lowly form, he came to make all things new.
He entered our world because of our weakness, we are all in need of
salvation! And here we have a seed of joy which needs to take root.
Joy is not happiness. Joy is so much more than optimism or the hope of
a light at the end of a tunnel. The joy of Christmas isn’t dependent on
the ups and downs of our present situation.
Real joy is grounded in the knowledge that Christ has overcome all
things. He is in our midst, Emmanuel.
Joy lies in knowing that, with the ever-circling years there shall indeed
come the time foretold. Peace - over all.
So this Christmas, rest from the weary load and hear the angels sing.
“To you is born this day, in the city of Bethlehem, Christ our Lord’.

Peace and Goodwill. Robert.




Coming Advent & Christmas Services

Sunday 4th-December - The Second Sunday of Advent:
8:00 Eucharist & 10:00 Parish Eucharist
Readings: Isaiah 11:.1-10 & Matthew 3; 1-12

Tuesday 6th - 9:30- EuCharist (St. James’)
Thursday 8th- 9:30 - Eucharist (St. Nicholas’)

Sunday 11th December.- The Third Sunday of Advent.
8:00 Eucharist & 10:00 Parish Eucharist
Readings: Isaiah 35: 1-10:& Matthew 11: 2-11

Tuesday 13th - 9:30 - Eucharist' (St. James’)
Thursday 15th'- 9:30 - Eucharist (St. Nicholas’)

Saturday 17th December
4pm/Carol Service

Sunday. 18th December - The Fourth Sunday of Advent.
8:00 Eucharist & 10:00 Parish Eucharist
Readings: Isaiah 7: 10-16 & Matthew 1:18-end

Tuesday 20th - 9:30 - Eucharist (St. James’)
Thursday 22nd - 9:30 - Eucharist (St. Nicholas’)

Christmas Eve
4pm Nativity Special
11:30pm Midnight Eucharist X"
Readings: Isaiah 52: 7-10 & John 1:.1- 7h

Christmas Day
10am Family Eucharist , '
Readings: Isaiah 9: 2-7 & Luke 2: 1- 14

)

Please Note:

There will be no-midweek service between
Christmas and New Year




Coming January 2023 Sunday Services

Sunday 1st January - The Second Sunday of Christmas.
8:00 Eucharist

/ 10:00 Parish Eucharist
Ji‘ W, Readings: Isaiah 63: 7-9 & Matthew 2: 13-end
W N\F Sunday 8th January - The Epiphany.
8:00 Eucharist
\\\ 10:00 Parish Eucharist |
Readings: Isaiah 60: 1-6 & Matthew 2: 1-12 EPIPHANY

Sunday 15th January - The Second Sunday of Epiphany
8:00 Eucharist
10:00 Parish Eucharist
Readings: Isaiah 49: 1-7 & John 1: 29-42

Sunday 22nd January - The Third Sunday of Epiphany
8:00 Eucharist
10:00 Parish Eucharist
Readings: Isaiah 9: 1-4 & Matthew 4: 12-23

Sunday 29th January - The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
8:00 Eucharist
10:00 Parish Eucharist
Readings: 1 Cor. 1: 18-end & John 2: 1-11

At the time of the December and
January magazine going to print
no date had been fixed for the
departure of Revd Jackson.
The coming vacancy will mean
that the Wardens and PCC will
need to review the pattern and
type of services that can be
maintained during this time.
Once a decision has been made
this will be communicated asap.
Thank you for your patience.
The Wardens and PCC.




» St Michaels Church, Workington
St James' Church, Whitehaven
 Holy Trinity Church, Millom

HOSPICE AT HOME
WEST CUMBRIA

Enhancing life, excelling in care

For more information about our Light up a Life service, please email info@hhwc.org.uk or call 01900 873173.

DEDICATIONS CAN BE MADE VIA OUR WEBSITE WWW.HOSPICEATHOMEWESTCUMBRIA.ORG.UK




AN ORDINAND’S JOURNEY

In the last edition of our parish magazine | told you
about Diocesan panel where the diocese sponsors
their candidates to go forward for national selection
if they pass successfully. | was blessed to be
selected and so began the process of preparing to
go forward to the Bishops Advisory Panel along with
candidates not only from here in Carlisle Diocese
but also many other diocese across the country.
Normally the process consists of numerous
interviews, presentations and scenarios spread over
several days, but due to covid this was not possible.
Our BAP was to be done online via Zoom which | am
sure some of you are probably now familiar with. |
have to admit that not being much of a techie
myself | had never heard of Zoom prior to covid,
however | found it incredibly valuable during the
pandemic for keeping in touch with family, friends
and colleagues and | still use it regularly to save
costs travelling to meetings in the car.

A few weeks before the BAP the candidates are sent the schedule of times and meetings
they are to attend along with a little bit about the panel members who will be assessing
them throughout the process. | had four assessors all of whom had impressive credentials
having served not only as parish clergy, but also as college deans, theology teachers and
doctors. | cannot deny that the idea of meeting these people was very intimidating
because they were all so qualified. | was emboldened slightly by the thought that at least |
would be facing the panel in the comfort of my own home.

| did not sleep very well on the night before the BAP as doubts kept whirling round in my
head about whether | was doing the right thing or if indeed | was a little bit mad to put
myself through all this at my age. As ever | turned to prayer to give me courage and | knew
| simply had to lean on God and the support of my wife to see me through. | knew that
what ever happened would be according to his will and not mine. As | sat waiting to dial
into the call | checked and double checked that | had everything | needed, that | had
answers to potential questions that | might be asked and of course a strong cuppa just out
of sight of the camera on my laptop. Suddenly the notification flashed up on my screen
that | was being admitted into the meeting and | took a deep breath. Here goes nothing |

thought, there is no going back now.



This was the moment | had been preparing for since | had begun discerning God’s call
nearly four years earlier. All the meetings, the prayers, the studying and learning had all
led me to this crucial moment. My heart was in my mouth and then suddenly as sense of
calm came over me and | settled down to await the questions to begin.

Like the diocesan panel the day began with my presentation and then | was questioned on
what | had said. The panel asked very searching questions some of which seemed almost
unrelated to what | had spoken about, but | knew they were trying to dig deeper into my
beliefs and faith and | answered to the best of my ability. The questioning all related to the
carefully set down criteria that the church uses to assess a candidates calling, they need to
understand whether the person sat before them has a genuine calling to ministry or is it to
something else. The morning session ended and I really felt that things had not gone well
at all. I'hoped that things might improve in the afternoon, which luckily they did.

In my opinion the afternoons interviews were much smoother and | felt that | answered
the questions with greater ease. By the time the day came to a close | was utterly
exhausted and emotionally drained. We closed in prayer and the panel told me that they
would confer together and in around ten days time they would let my diocese know the
outcome of the interviews. | have never known ten days seem like six months in all my life.
As | awaited the results of the BAP | reflected on what | would do if | got turned down for
training. | had spent so long preparing that | couldn’t imagine my life without going for-
ward for training. It was a nerve wracking time filled with days of confidence followed by
days of self doubt. Exactly ten days later | was returning from picking little David up from
school when my phone rang. It was Peter Clement our DDO. | answered the call and
awaited the verdict. “Congratulations, you have been recommended for training for
ordained ministry”, came Peter’s chirpy voice on the other end of the line. | think | said
something like God be praised and burst into tears. My wife, Donna was with me and
Peter spoke to her too as he knew only too well how this whole process had been part of
both our lives for a long time. He advised us to celebrate that evening as it was well
deserved. Over the following days the reality set in and knew that | had to begin preparing
myself mentally and spiritually for beginning college in the September. | couldn’t believe it,
| was going to theological college to be trained as a Priest in the Church of England...And |
will tell you more about that in the next edition. Have a very blessed Christmas.

Dave Flitcroft



Service of Evening Prayer

Evening prayer will be held in the Lady Chapel in St. James’
Church at 4pmon the dates below unless specified.

Sunday 27" November
Sunday 22" January
Sunday 19" February
Sunday 19" March
Sunday 23" April

All'are most welcome to join us for this service of hymns,
prayer and God’s word.
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A SINGALONG CONCERT

FEATURING
The COMMITTED2ROCK CHOIR
CATH and JOHN MARCANGELO

A PROGRAMME OF SEASONAL
CONTEMPORARY AND POPULAR FEEL-COOD SONGS

A NIGHT NOT TO BE MISSED
ST JAMES CHURCH (High St)

WHITEHAVEN
FRIDAY DECEMBER 9th 7.00pm-9.00pm

(THIS CONCERT WILL SHARE FUNDS BETWEEN
MEMORIAL GARDEN and FOOD BANK WHITEHAVEN)

TICKETS £5.00 available from
ST NICHOLAS CENTRE (Wed Thurs Fri)
SUSAN KITCHEN (07729 807052)
ALAN WEBB( alanwebb737@btinternet.com)



Congratulations to Maureen Moore and Val Hinde as they were
Confirmed at James’ Church on Sunday 20th November by the
Bishop of Penrith The Rt Rev Rob Saner-Haigh.



St. James Church, Whitehaven
Carols by Candlelight

SATU KVAY‘WVecember 4pm

Followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Pies

St James Church '

Christingle
Service 2022

Christmas Eve
% 4pm




A Christmas Quiz

From the Rev. Eric Last

Our only reliable account of the Nativity of our Saviour is recorded in St Luke,s
Gospel. Chapter 2 and his infancy in Matthew 2

Q. In what type of building was Jesus born?
A. None! He was born under the stars

Q. What animals were present at the birth?
A None! The sheep were left by their shepherds in the fields

Q. How many kings visited the infant. Jesus?
A. None! The visitors were wise men from East

Q. Where did Jesus and his parents spend the next two years?
A. As refugees in Egypt.

Notes

Cattle sheds / stables were first constructed by farmers in Europe some 1,250 years
after the birth of Jesus. There are still none in the Holy Land as the climate means

they are not wanted.
Sheep folds are not buildings but walls to keep out wild animals and robbers



Alterations to St. James’ Whitehaven

Garden of Remembrance

The PCC of The Parish of Whitehaven has been in discussion for some
while over how best to maintain the Garden of Remembrance. We came to
certain conclusions at our meeting of 26 September 2022, and felt we
should do our best to give warning of what will result in a few changes to
this area. As it is nearly impossible to contact everyone with a historical
connection to the Garden, the following action was agreed:

For at least the next 4 weeks (including 4 Sundays), this notification will
appear here and on our public notice boards, in the next two editions of the
Parish Magazine, on display in the Garden of Remembrance, and on our
website homepage. Could we also urge you (if this is relevant to you) to
pass on this information to any persons you feel need to know about our

intentions.

The Changes

It is our intention, in the Spring of 2023, to clear the planted areas (NOT
GRASSED AREAS) under the memorial plaques of both gardens and lay
gravel down, onto which the Memorial Pots will be replaced.

We have sought professional advice for these alterations to the Garden,
and will engage a respected professional to carry out the work.

None of the cremated remains will be disturbed during this work.
However, those with concerns should talk to the minister Revd Robert
Jackson (revrobjackson@live.co.uk; telephone: 01946 696932), or speak

to one of the Wardens.

Our sole intention in undertaking this work is to respect the memory of the
persons whose remains are interred in the Garden, and in so doing to

honour our Saviour.

Revd Robert Jackson,

On behalf of The PCC of Whitehaven.



St James East End Repairs

In April this year work started on the repairs to the east end wall at St
James’ church. The project has taken longer than expected but the
work is now nearing completion.

The wall was pressure washed to remove the old paint, the plaster-
work has been stabilised and a new layer of lime wash applied.

Now that the scaffold has been taken down the full impact of the work
can be seen and what a difference there is.

This work would not have been possible without the support of those
who gave so generously to our gift day and the support of grant
funders (National Churches Trust, The Wolfson Foundation and All
Churches Trust).

Garden of Remembrance

8l In the spring of next year, we will start work on
he alterations to the Garden of Remembrance.
This will further enhance the appearance at the
rear of the church. The details of the alterations
have been displayed in the magazine and notice
boards. The work will cost £2,600 and we have
some churchyard reserves which will cover
some of the cost.

If you would like to make a donation towards the cost of the work
please hand to either the Treasurer or the Church Wardens.

Please mark the donation ‘Memorial Garden’.

Cheques should be made payable to the ‘Parish of
Whitehaven’ , or you can scan the QR code to
make a donation online.




Dear Friends,

Isn’t it surprising how our values can alter with changing circumstances?

When the Titanic sank 100 years ago some surprising things happened.
Survivors spoke of the calm heroism of the Captain, the officers and the crew.
They also told of the courage of the bandsmen who played ‘Nearer my God to
thee’ as the ship went down. And a story is told of a woman who when she had
been allotted a place in one of the life-boats ran back to her cabin, where her
money and other personal valuables littered the floor. She ignored them,
snatched up some oranges, and dashed back to the life-boat. An hour before it
would have seemed incredible to that lady that she would have preferred
oranges to her ‘valuables’, but tragedy transformed values.

We cannot live without air, water and food. Things are of value, not when they
are rare, but when they are indispensable. St. Paul said: ‘Look not at the things
that are seen, but at the things that are not seen; for the things that are seen
are temporal, but the things that are not seen are eternal’ (2 Corinthians 4:18).
We should be aware of putting a low value on things of eternal value.

Jesus said: ‘What good will is it for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits
his soul?’ (Matthew 26:16). All people should pay attention to their ‘souls’ or
‘inner being’ or ‘Spiritual life’. For that which is unseen, is in reality, of eternal
value and should be attended to in the same way as we breathe, drink and eat.
Even if you have paid little attention to some of my teaching over the past seven
years of my incumbency in Whitehaven, remember this: tend to your spiritual

life.

My closing words to you are about holding on too and investing in those things
which are truly valuable. Follow Jesus commands to ‘Love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and love your neighbour as yourself’ — And Good Things Will

Happen!
So, Keep The Faith, Stay True, and may the Lord bless you!

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your vicar.

Robert



N\ At November's meeting among the notices Sheila
\ announced that Bishop James is to be enrolled into the
) Mothers’ Union next March.

Tribute next year is £22, well worth it as it works out at 3p
per day for the year.

Sheila Kelly had been to the Deanery Meeting and spoke of lots of coming
changes to bring the MU into the 21 century. In future there will be no
need for a Deanery Treasurer or Secretary, all will now go through the
Diocese. However, Revd Mandy Jones will still be Deanery Leader. Sheila
mentioned quite a few other things so it's a case of “Watch This Space”.

At this month’s meeting we remembered 16 Days of Activism — 1 in 3

This world wide initiative doesn’t begin until 25™ November but our service
today was based on that. Sheila made no apologies for the service being
prayer based as this is somethingwe can all do. June Henderson began by
reading the Aims of the Mothers’ Union, Jan Whinn followed by reading the
Welcome from World Wide President Sheran Harper. Sheila and Jan read
out samples of what we will be focusing on during these 16 days; ‘Spotlight
on FGM’; ‘Safe Places’; ‘Breaking the Cycle of Trafficking’ and The Impact
of Child Marriage’. We continued with prayers including:

3 Minute Silent Prayer — No More One in Three.

Next Get Togethers:

Christmas Lunch at Dixons on Friday 2" December 12.30pm
ADVENT CAROL SERVICE - St. Nicholas Chapel Tuesday 13"

December 2pm.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 8™ January 2023 2pm St. Nicholas

Chapel. Please do try to be there

Jan Whinn



SOCIAL and FUNDRAISING

Ohank you for all the generosity and support that has been given
over the [ast year,

Once again we have enjoyed the fun, fellowship and the occasional fish

supper.
“We wish you all a Happy and Healthy Christmas and (New Year

SOCIAL
and
FUNDRAISING
TEAM
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Maureen McGowan would like to thank everyone for the cards,
flowers and prayers received whilst unable to attend Church in
recent weeks. They are much appreciated.

Thank you
Maureen



The volunteers at St Nicholas Café would like to thank all our
customers for their support during 2022 and wish everyone a very
happy Christmas.

The café will be closed from Wednesday 21% December and will
reopen on Wednesday 18" January. We look forward to seeing

everyone in the New Year.

The Parish Office will close at 2:15pm on Wednesday 21st of December
and reopen 9:15 Wednesday January 4th.




MILLER

ROOFING SERVICES
Limited

Specialist in all aspects of roofing,
new roofs, re-roofs, random slating, tiling, lead
work, flat roofs, full-replacement fascia's, guttering
& dry verge, Velux windows, chimney-
refurbishment lead valleys, flashings, exterior
painting, exterior restoration, conservatory new
roafs, warm roofs etc.

We cover all of Cumbria.

Give Head Office a call on 01228 592996
www.millersroofing.co.uk
Email: info@millersroofing.co.uk

We are proud to be a Cumbria County Council
Trading Standards approved contractor

Whitehaven Area
Friendly personal domestic

cleaning service tailored

to your requirements

Fully tnsured and CRB checked
Please call:- 07530160505




Whitehaven Community Trust Ltd

Whitehaven Community Trust provides supported accommodation for young
people in crisis.

Lowther Street Hostel supports 16-24 year olds that have become homeless due
to a number of reasons such as family breakdowns, removed due to neglect/
abuse, leaving care, leaving prison or parents are deceased.

Our Mother and Baby Project, is for young mothers and their child fleeing from
domestic abuse and have nowhere to stay. Both hostels provide a private room,
furniture, communal kitchens and bathrooms and support and guidance from our
Project Workers.

If you are in need of a safe place to stay please get in touch by calling 01946
590590

The Senhouse Centre is owned by Whitehaven Community Trust. We are a
healthy living centre which provides alternative therapies for the community. We
offer room hire for holistic therapies such as massage, counselling, hypnotherapy.

We have a spacious hall for hire for classes such as yoga, workshops, support
groups and much more at competitive rates. For business that use us as their
base we offer FREE advertising on our social media pages.

For more information please call 01946 590122
You can also get in touch via our facebook pages and our website

www.wci-whitehaven.co.uk
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Sage Cloud Software

Telephone 01900 603623
www.rabinsonco.co.uk
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FUSSELL
JOINERY

Purpuset Made Joinery,

Doors. Window s ete Knitting, Crochet, Embroidery

63 Lowther Street, Whitehaven

Gifts — New Ranges
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| HIGH GRANGE DEVELOPM ENTS LIMITED |
I HIGH SPECIFICATION LUXURY HOMES
| FTHROUGHOUT CUMBRIA

5’ All High LCirange homes ane trachitionally bugl i conformity |f
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) fel: (D1946) $92000 Fay (D1946) 62148
email :}mﬂmﬁgyggbbgr_;,a"z;_g@:;wm www. highgrange com
PO Box 77, Whitehaven CA2ZE 6WA

proveen

Jewellery for every occasion /
B f

Tel: 01946 694328
Www jodixonjeweller.com fJ. O: Dixon Jeweller
64 Lowther Street, Whitehaven, CA28 7DS
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BUTCHER & FREEZER MEAT | |
SPECIALIST | Now You Can Shop Online
’ www.whittehaven-florist co uk
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FUELS GROUP

Peat Free CQI?fIt‘;I‘bOSt - Screened Topsoil
Decorative Woodchip / Bark
Smokeless Coal / Pizza Logs & Kindling
KILN DRIED Softwood / Hardwood

BSL Virgin Woodchip - BSL Wood Pellets

www.west-coast-group.co.uk
info@westcoastcomposting.co.uk
WEST COAST COMPOSTING LTD Wilson Pit Rd, Whitehaven CA28 9QJ

01946 328008 or 07795113434

Thao Natural Choleo,

The Natural Choice

&~ KESWICK LAUNCH ON DERWENTWATER <&
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| a cruise !
Derwentwater—

Enjoy the 50 minute sightseeing
cruise around picturesque Derwentwater

Or hop on and off throughout the day until you get back to
your point of departure.

Evening cruise, Rowing Boats & Cabin Cruisers FIND US BY
also for hire from Keswick. SATNAV
Tel: 017687 72563 Web: wiviv.keswickelatnch.cotk CA1 2 SDJ
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St James' Parish Hall & Community Centre
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