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HAIRDRESSER  
 

HOME BASED SALON  
IN SEVEN SPRINGS  

Ladies, Gents and Children 
 

 
 

Cuts, perms, colouring, shampoo & sets 
 

Pedicures and waxing services  

Very competitive prices  
20 yearsõ experience 

Call Sally on: 07730 394249 
 

 

Norman, Trotman & 
Hughes 

Funeral Directors 
Northleach 

Albert Collins 

Funeral Director 
Independent Family Business       

Private Chapel of rest 
24-hour Personal Service 

Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
 

Walton House Barn, Northleach, 
Cheltenham, Glos.  

GL54 3EY 

Tel: 01451 860288 
e: nthnorthleach@gmail.com  

 
 

MUSIC LESSONS 
 

Have you thought of having 
Piano and Music Theory  

Lessons on Zoom? 
 

Lessons available with  
Experienced Local Music Teacher  

 

CONTACT:  
Dr Margaret Duncumb, LRAM, ARCM  

Mob: 07548 654290 
email: mrduncumb@gmail.com  

Please forward any items for inclusion in the October 2021 edition of Parish 
Link to the Editor, Corinna, by 15th September: editor.parishlink@gmail.com 

Thank you. 

mailto:nthnorthleach@gmail.com
mailto:mrduncumb@gmail.com
mailto:editor.parishlink@gmail.com
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Pastoral Letter - from the Revd David Minns 
 
Gradually and carefully, blinking into the summer sun we emerge from 
the darkness of the oddest of times we could have imagined. Life has not 
returned to normal - as we thought it might even last year. Legal 
restrictions are being lifted, only to be replaced with moral ones. Though 
we are given new freedom, we are asked not to exercise it; we are asked 
instead to care for ourselves and our neighbours. Itôs a strange new world 
we are entering, where things are permitted, but advised against! 
 
And yet maybe, caring for our neighbours is not too tough a thing to ask. 
It is a keystone of Christianity: óLove the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength, - 
and love your neighbour as yourselfô. 

 
Christianity often comes over as immensely complicated - full of rules, 
rituals and customs that would trip up the unwary. That is largely a man-
made thing. In reality our faith asks us to love God and love our 
neighbour. I love that passage from the prophet Micah in the Old 
Testament: óHe has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does 
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.ô 

 
Itôs not that hard is it? Justice, mercy, humility, love God, love your 
neighbour. What a nice way to live the life that God has given you - to 
use your time making the world a better, happier place. 

 
I used to visit Nigeria as part of a previous job and I often marvelled at 
the faith and joy shown by African Christians in the face of often 
unfairness and hardship. When I asked about this once my host replied: 
óDavid, here we have nothing - so we are totally reliant on the gifts that 
come from God - and we rejoice when he gives them. Maybe Western 
hands are too full to receive anything from Godô.  

 
Maybe we would be happier and more content if we appreciated what we 
have and looked to the gifts of God rather than the constant striving for 
more, newer, flashier, better. 
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And maybe now, the things we have been through together as a nation 
over the past long months have given us a fresh perspective on life. We 
have been weeping with those who have lost loved ones, we have been 
appreciating carers, supporting our neighbours, and giving to foodbanks 
and charities who support those whose misfortunes have placed them in 
need of help. 
 
I enjoyed the recent Euro Football tournament and celebrated that the 
England team did so well. I didnôt enjoy the few who booed other teamsô 
national anthems and who disgracefully aimed racial abuse at some of 
the young men who so proudly represented their country. But I was 
struck, that in the wake of the vile abuse those young men suffered, there 
was a response, both from the players themselves and from the wider 
public, that this was not who we are and we will not be dragged down by 
those few with hatred in their hearts. The warmth of appreciation from the 
public was perhaps a sign that we are learning better to love our 
neighbour, to value, respect and care for the people around us with 
whom we share this life. 
 
Coming out of lockdown wonôt be an overnight thing. Iôm itching to get 
back to singing in church, refreshments and conversation after services, 
visiting each other in our homes once again, sharing meals. I canôt wait to 
get back to fetes and events, to being able to see people smile again, to 
starting our choir at long last. But it will take some time for many people, 
before they can feel safe around others. 
 
So, we slowly feel our way forward, appreciating the good gifts that 
surround us, that come from heaven above. We take care of ourselves 
and our neighbours and slowly begin to re-engage with one another as a 
community. 
 
So, hereôs my prayer for you: 

 
Have a good summer, enjoy the freedoms that we have and 
appreciate what God has given. Be gentle and kind with those 
around you - love God and love your neighbour. 

 

David  
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Thank youé 
 

To retiring Baunton Treasurer - David Shawé. 
 

At Bauntonôs recent APCM, David Shaw stepped down  
as Hon Treasurer of St Mary Magdaleneôs. David has  
served in an understated and conscientious manner since 
2016 when longstanding supporter of Baunton church -  
Andrew Hall - moved away from the village. Despite  
moving away from Baunton himself in early 2020 David continued to 
serve as Baunton Treasurer. So, we thank him for the support he has 
generously given to the Church since 2016.  
 

We are very pleased to hear that Lynn Rutt has kindly stepped up to take 
on the role of Treasurer in place of David and we extend a warm 
welcome to her! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

CORINIUM SECURITY SYSTEMS  

YOUR SECURITY,  

OUR PRIORITY!  
 

Over 10 yearsô experience with 
Intruder alarms,  

CCTV and Gate Automation. 

 

Please call for a no obligation 
quotation 

 

James Buse 

07551 387487  
james@coriniumsecuritysystems.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:james@coriniumsecuritysystems.co.uk
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Benefice News and events 
 

News on the Revd Cliff Pooley 
 
 

The Revd Cliff has recently been granted Permission to Officiate by the 
Diocese of Gloucester. We are very pleased to hear that we can soon 
look forward to Cliffôs Ministry again in some of our Churches in the 
Churn Valley Benefice. A warm welcome back Cliff! 
 

 

Latest on House for Duty Priest, Cowley 
 

Gloucester Diocese has now given the CVB permission to go ahead and 

advertise for a new House for Duty priest in Cowley. The process of 

creating Parish Profiles and a Statement of Needs is therefore currently 

underway. It is hoped that the post can be advertised from the autumn. 
 

Easing of Covid restrictions and Church practices in CVB 
 

As this edition of Parish Link goes 

to print, Covid restrictions in 

England are being lifted by the 

government. After 19th July, the 

clergy in the CVB are however 

requesting that people continue to 

wear face coverings in church, 

even though this will no longer be 

a legal requirement. They are not 

intending to share the communal 

cup during Holy Communion and 

will not be encouraging the 

sharing of the Peace just yet. 

They will keep a close eye during 

the months ahead, however, on 

any guidance which may be 

issued on these matters by the 

Church of England.  
 

CVB Hardship Fund resource reminder 
 

As we approach the school summer holidays, we are aware that some 

families will not have the security of the school safety net. Please contact 

the Revd David Minns in the strictest confidence if you or someone you 

know has a real need to alleviate hardship. The community has 

responded quickly to this campaign, and we are ready to help as and 

when required: 
 

David: 01285 655199; e: dlkminns@gmail.com 
 

mailto:dlkminns@gmail.com
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Supporting our Churchwardens 
 

Might you be interested in helping our Churchwardens? If you have a 

couple of hours to spare each week, many of our Churchwardens would 

welcome some support. It is a privilege to look after these beautiful, well-

maintained buildings, and the services which take place within them, in 

our benefice and we would like to share the workload. If you feel you 

could help in this way, then please contact Revd David in the first 

instance: 01285 655199. 

Calling young performers 
 

At a recent wedding blessing in Cowley, it was a joy to hear a young 
pianist play a piece on the organ. If you know of a young singer or 
instrumentalist who would like to play during one of our Sunday services, 
we can promise an attentive and supportive audience as well as fantastic 
acoustics. Please get in touch with the Revd David (01285 655199). We 
would love to hear from you! 
 

CAP Money Management Course in Stratton - going ahead 
 

We are very pleased to confirm that  as this magazine 

goes to print  the CAP Money Management advice 

course is due to go ahead - the first session taking 

place on Wednesday 21st  July from 6.30pm -8.30pm at 

Stratton Court Care Home/Village. Refreshments will 

be on offer during the course. The second and third 

sessions will take place on Wednesdays 28 th  July and 

4 th  August. There are still some spaces available on the course so if you or 

anyone you know would like to attend do get in touch with the course 

leader, Linda Wilks, on Wilks1960hlv@gmail.com  T: 07702  435013 ;  

01793 759 035 . Many thanks.  
 

Christians Against Poverty  (CAP) is a national charity which offers 

practical support to people who are suffering from debt problems . It aims 

to help people become debt free by giving them the tools to manage their 

money better. CAP works in partnership with local churches to offer 

Money Management Courses to local communities.  
  

mailto:Wilks1960hlv@gmail.com
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St Margaretôs Roof Restoration Appeal 
 
 

Following a Quinquennial Inspection and leaks in the Nave it will be 
necessary to undertake repairs to the North side roof of Bagendonôs 
church and to re-lead the valley gutter. In the meantime, a long-term 
covering has been secured to protect the affected areas. The total cost of 
the remedial work will amount to £23,587 plus VAT. A difficult sum to 
raise in the current financial climate. So, if anyone reading this could 
make a donation, no matter how small, this would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Please contact Alison Saunders.  
T: 01285 831352 or email: asaunders@ames1.me.uk  

 

 

Churn Valley Community Choir - latest newsé 
 

All being well in terms of Covid restrictions, the new CVB Community 

Choir is aiming to start rehearsing in September. 

Please keep an eye out for further details about 

specific dates and times via email, if you have already 

expressed an interest in taking part in this new venture, 

and also in the CVBôs weekly pew sheet/news update - 

óThe Week Aheadô. 
 

Diary date for Bagendonôs Open Weekend this September  
 

 

The traditional Harvest Festival Lunch will once again be held in a 
marquee beside St Margaretôs Church, Bagendon, on  
Saturday 25th September between 12 noon and 2pm. 

 

 
 
 

Then.. 
 

On Sunday 26th September from 3pm until 5pm.  
there will be a Cream Tea Celebration!  

éin aid of the Church Roof Restoration Fund.  
 

Please bring family and friends to support both village gatherings. 
 

 

mailto:asaunders@ames1.me.uk
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Plans across the Benefice for 2021 GHCT Ride and Stride 
 

Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust is this year celebrating 40 years 
of helping with repairs to historic churches across the diocese. Many of 
our churches have benefitted from the generosity of this Trust. On 
Saturday 11th September, it is hoped that many people will take part in 
the Ride & Stride and a fundraising target of £40,000 has been set. 

 

Plans for 11th September in BAGENDONé 
 

 
 

 
 

Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trustõs  

Ride and Stride  

celebrates 40 years on 

Saturday, 11th September 2021 
 

WALK 
 

St Margaret's, Bagendon, invites you to help celebrate this event by 

taking part in a beautiful walk! To avoid the need for Sponsors, each 

walker is asked to donate Ã15 to participate. We will be leaving St. 

Margaret's at 10am for a gentle stroll through the village. If you are 

unable to walk, a donation in lieu would be much appreciated. 
 

We are very grateful to the GHCT for a recent Grant towards roof repairs. 

Your support is VITAL to enable their work to continue. 
 

LUNCH 
 

We will also be providing a picnic lunch between 12 noon and 2pm at St 

Margaret's for all Ride and Stride participants from across the Diocese. 
(NB subject to any Covid restrictions which might be in place at the time.) 

 

We look forward to seeing you on 11th September. 
For further information, please contact: 

Pauline Farman: 01285 831891   paulinefarman19@btinternet.com  
 

  

mailto:paulinefarman19@btinternet.com
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Also, in the CVB, and as reported in the July 2021 edition of Parish Link, 
in Elkstone there will be a full peal attempt between 10am and 1pm on 
11th September to give thanks for the work of the first 40 years of the 
GHCT. Do come along and support Simon Dann, Simon Ridley and their 
team of bell ringers.  
 

Coberley is also making plans for 11th September, but these are yet to be 
finalised. Please check the Churn Valley Church and Coberley Church 
Facebook pages closer to the time for more information. 
 

Finally, as this magazine goes to print members of the congregation at St 
Peterôs, Rendcomb, are also making plans to take part on 11th 
September, and are hoping the weather will be just right for a walk 
starting out from Rendcomb village! 

News from the Diocese 
 

Walk for the Planet  - From 13th  ð 17th  August, pilgrims will be walking 

through the Diocese of Gloucester, to connect with the  Young Christian 

Climate Networkõs national pilgrimage towards Glasgow. The length of the 

route each day will be somewhere between 7 -11 miles. The relay aims to 

raise public awareness and engage churches and local communities.  After 

our five days, we hand over to friends and colleagues in Worcester 

Diocese to take our tributary on wards to Birmingham.  To register your 

interest please go to: https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2021/walk -for -

the -planet/  [With thanks to the Diocese of Gloucester for this news  item].  
 

News from around the Benefice 
 

An update from Colesbourne 
 

For members of St Jamesô congregation....please note that 
Colesbourneôs Harvest Festival Service is planned for 
9.30am on Sunday 19th September this year. It is also 
hoped that a Harvest Supper or picnic will be arranged, but 
a date for this is still to be agreed. In other newséfor 
anyone who hasnôt yet purchased one and is interested to 
find out more about Colesbourne - a few copies of Sir 
Henryôs recently published book - Colesbourne: A Gloucestershire Village 
History - are still available from the Colesbourne Estate Office, priced 
£12.50. Do call by and pick up a copy.  

https://www.yccn.uk/
https://www.yccn.uk/
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2021/walk-for-the-planet/
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2021/walk-for-the-planet/
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St Peterôs, Stratton - cashless giving 
 
 

We are very pleased to report that several 

simple ways of cashless giving to St Peterôs 

are now available. A dedicated óDonateô 

webpage has been set up, which offers a  

quick and secure way to support  

St Peterôs. The website and other details  

are shown below. A poster containing the 

QR code below is also available on the  

noticeboard in the church porch. 

 

Website: 
 

http://easydonate.org/STRATTON 
 

Text / SMS donations: 
 

To donate £1, text STRATTON to 70201 
To donate £3, text STRATTON to 70331 
To donate £5, text STRATTON to 70970 

To donate £10, text STRATTON to 70191 
 

 

*Fundraising, payments and donations will be processed and administered by the National Funding Scheme (Charity No: 

1149800), operating as DONATE. Texts will be charged at your standard network rate. For Terms & Conditions, 

see www.easydonate.org  

http://easydonate.org/STRATTON
http://www.easydonate.org/
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Update from Rendcomb - Ruth Edy 
 

The College term ended with a Leaversô Service for the Upper Sixth on 

Saturday 3rd July, and a special service for the Junior School on Tuesday 

6th July when we said ófare well!ô to two staff who were leaving, and ótravel 

well!ô to Year 6 students who are moving into the Senior School next 

September. We also had a service in church for Key Stage 1 (pupils aged 

5-7 years) where we talked about church being a good place for 

beginnings and endings. 

During the summer, many walkers visit the church, especially those 

walking the Monarchôs Way and the Macmillan Way, both of which go 

through the village of Rendcomb. These are two long distance trails that 

criss-cross England. We hope visitors enjoy exploring the inside of the 

church. 

Outside, in the churchyard, one of the memorials needs some substantial 

repairs and this led to a visit from Graham OôHare, a conservator 

recommended by Adam Klups, from the Diocesan Advisory Committee. 

In his informative report, the conservator included a lot of information 

about how such family tombs are made. This particular memorial (dated 

1870) was to Thomas Brain and his wife, Mary, and the memorial stone 

was alongside that of Thomasô parents, Robert and Hannah Brain. The 

memorial also mentioned Robert Wells Brain and Thomas Wells Brain, 

ósons of the above who died in infancyô. This was a reminder to us about 

how much history lingers around a churchyard. The conservatorôs report 

said:  

Thomas Brain was a tenant farmer at Shawswell Farm, as was his father, 

Robert, before him. Shawswell was probably the original settlement site 

at Rendcomb and Marsden. The farm was and is part of the Marsden 

Manor Estate. Thomas Brain of Shawswell Farm was listed as a farmer in 

Kellyôs Gloucestershire Directory of 1863  

 

  

Photographs 
of the Brain 
memorial 
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Unfortunately, The Riverside Players have cancelled their production at 

Rendcomb College this summer because of the uncertainty of the current 

Covid situation. Looking forward to September, a number of church 

members are planning to take part in the Gloucestershire Historic 

Churches Trust Ride and Stride event on September 11th, when we hope 

the weather will be just right for a walk starting from Rendcomb.                               

On Sunday, 26th September at 11am there will be a Harvest 

Thanksgiving Service at Rendcomb Church, led by the College Chaplain, 

the Revd Bob Edy. 

 

Articles of the month 
 

Online studies of the history of Coberley and Cowley 
By Alan Jordan 

 

During the Covid lockdown of 2021, Alan Jordan set to work on a project 

which involved trying to find out what could be learnt about the villages of 

Coberley and Cowley online. The key sources he used were: the national 

censuses, which took place every ten years from 1841 to 1911, and the 

mini-censusi made in September 1939; Coberley parish records of births, 

marriages and deathsii; Gloucestershire electoral registersiii; British 

History Onlineiv and Coberley Tourist Informationv. 

Alan also writes: óMy thanks are due to the Revd Arthur Champion for 
introducing me to an on-line series of walks in the Churn Valley from 
which some photographs have been taken and for kindly answering my 
many questions about the village and its inhabitantsô. 

In the forthcoming editions of Parish Link we will be featuring some 
interesting excerpts from Alanôs project, which we hope will be of interest 
to readers. Many thanks to Alan for allowing us to publish his work. 
 

Coberley Church and its Rectors 
 

The village of Coberley (also known in the past as Cubberley) lies in the 
valley of the River Churn, about four miles south of Cheltenham in 
Gloucestershire.  
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The present church of St Gilesviii dates from the 14th century. It is unique 
in that it has the only ñheartò burial recorded in the Cotswolds.  

Sir Giles de Berkeley died in 1294. His heart was buried in Coberley and 
a memorial recording this was erected in the church. It is also unusual 
because a horse is buried in the churchyard. The burial place of Sir Gilesô 
favourite steed, Lombard, is marked by a stone which is situated in the 
churchyard directly in line with the heart burial of his master in the south 
wall of the sanctuary beside the altar table.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir Giles died at Little Malvern where it is thought he may have gone for 
health reasons and to take benefit of the mineral waters. It was his wish 
that he be buried at the church of St Giles, Little Malvern, so his body 
was placed to rest there, and his heart was buried at St Giles, Coberleyx. 

 

 

  

In memoriam 

of the burial 

of Sir Giles de 

Berkeley's 

heart. 

 

Plaque at base of heart burial monument. 

 

Sir Giles de Berkeley and his ñfaithful horse Lombardò ix 
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The Rectory house was described in 1705 as a building of seven bays 

with a barn of three bays. The house, which stood east of the village 

green, was rebuilt on a large scale to a design by Richard Pace of 

Lechladexi in 1825 and 1826xii. (It is no longer church property. It was sold 

by the Diocese of Gloucester and a new rectory established in Cowley). 
 

The first occupant of 

Coberley Rectory was the 

Revd William Hicks, also 

Rector of Whittington where 

he lived until Coberley 

Rectory was rebuiltxiii. He 

was born in Middlesex in 

1775 and studied at 

Peterhouse, Cambridge 

where he gained his MA in 

1806. He was Rector of 

Little Braxted in Essex in 

1802 and Vicar of Great 

Marlow in Buckinghamshire 

also in 1802, before becoming Rector of Whittington in Gloucestershire 

from 1811 until his death in March 1866, and Rector of Coberley from 

1816 to 1866xiv. After his first wife Amelia Maria died, he married Mary 

Grisdale, who was born in Withington in 1804, in Charlton Kings in May 

1833. They had seven children. Mary Hicks died in 1884.  
 

To be continuedé 
 

Sources: 
 

i Called the 1939 Register.  

ii Available on-line from 1813 to 1986.  

iii Available on-line from 1912 to 1974.  

iv british-history.ac.uk.  

v cotswolds.info.  
 

viii A Grade II* Listed Building.  

ix Appears in the Rev Arthur Championôs walks.  

x cotswolds.info. 

xi Most of his known commissions were houses, in many cases for Church of England clergy - Wikipedia.  

xii British History Online - british-history.ac.uk.  

xiii British History Online.  

xiv Summary of his life in Cambridge University Alumni 1261 ï 1900 ï ancestry.co.uk.  

Coberley Rectoryvii 
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Cowley Church and its Rectors 

St Maryôs church in Cowley, Gloucestershire, dates from about 1200 and 
is situated next to Cowley Manor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rectory house, which was out of repair in 1690, was evidently 

derelict in 1742 when the site was given to the lord farmer as part of an 
exchange. The Rector was allowed to remove material for building a new 
Rectory. The new house, southwest of the cross, was enlarged by James 
Commeline in 1797. Between 1822 and 1870 it was occupied by curates, 
but it had fallen into such disrepair by 1838 that alterations were needed 
to render it habitable. It was 
sold to Sidney Allen in 1932 
and became the farmhouse 
for Manor farm. The Rector 
then lived in Colesbourne 
but by 1978 the incumbent 
of the United Benefice had 
moved to Coberley Rectoryii. 

The first clergyman in 
Cowley whose name is 
available on-line was the 
Revd John Colborne, born in 1802 in 
Stroud. He married Wilhelmina 
Wynch (born in 1801 in Surrey) in Finchley in 1833. He was curate in 
Frampton-on-Severn from November 1824 to at least May 1842iv. He had 
two daughters, Katherine Harriet (born in 1832 from his first marriage)   

St Maryôs, Cowleyi 
 

Cowley Old Rectory, June 2005iii  
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