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Waiting Without Hope

Let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. (Amos 5:24)
During this season of Advent, when homes, shops and streets are adorned with Christmas
decorations and lights, it is a time of hope and expectation, a time to believe that light will
dispel the shadows of night. But for many this Advent, hope is in short supply.
Some weeks ago, I drove along the Jericho road from Jerusalem down towards the Dead
Sea, through the saffron coloured landscape that undulates under the blue winter sky. As
clusters of olive trees and vineyards give way to rocky escarpments where only the
hardiest of shrubs are able to grow, you reach the Bedouin village of Khan Al Ahmar, in
the heart of the Judean desert. Despite its timeless beauty, this is a land of broken
dreams, scarred and ravaged by profound structural injustice.
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The community of Khan Al-Ahmar is famous for its ‘Rubber-tyre School’ which was built
out of used car tyres, and serves as a vital educational centre for over 100 Bedouin
villagers from nearby communities. If you look closely at the picture below, you will notice
how the wall is made out of tyres. (You can read more about it here:
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/features/rubber-tyre-school)

Once again, the villagers of Khan Al Ahmar are facing the demolition of their homes and
school. As I met with some of the village chiefs, sitting round a fire drinking Arabic coffee in
the warmth of the winter sun, they told me how their children go to bed afraid, having
nightmares that the soldiers and bulldozers will arrive in the dead of night. As parents, it is
difficult to comfort them, for they cannot protect them from what may happen. Every night
they go to bed in fear, with the threat of demolition hanging over them.

121 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4YN
T: +44 (0)131 225 5722
E: world@churchofscotland.org.uk
Scottish Charity Number: SCO11353

PARTNERPLAN

Israeli organisations such as B’TSELEM and Rabbis for Human Rights, both of which are
long-standing partners of the Church of Scotland, campaign tirelessly to end the military
occupation, engaging in far-reaching advocacy.
B’TSELEM invited over 20 foreign diplomats from the various consulates in Jerusalem to
visit Khan Al Ahmar back in November 2020, when we discussed what the response of the
international community should be. You can read more about their campaign to save Khan
Al Ahmar on the link below:
https://www.btselem.org/communities_facing_expulsion/khan_al_ahmar_updates

If Khan Al Ahmar is demolished, all the other neighbouring Bedouin villages will go too,
and Occupied East Jerusalem and the West Bank down towards Jericho and the Jordan
Valley will be disconnected, making any prospect of a future Palestinian State even more
unrealizable. This is about cantonizing and fragmenting the Palestinian territories to render
them non-contiguous and unviable.
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As I walked down the dusty path to leave, smiling children waved as they played barefoot
on the rocky soil. This is a community that is living on the very edge, and it needs all the
support it can get, both from those of us who are here who can lend practical support, but
also those of you abroad who can draw awareness to their plight. For those interested in
following this more closely please see: http://www.jahalin.org/tag/khan-al-ahmar/.
In the nearly three years that I have been here in IP, I have visited this community
regularly. Each time I leave I wonder if the village will still be there the next time I visit.
During Advent it is difficult to hold on to hope that anything will change for the better. The
Christmas message is that our God comes into the broken places where healing is
needed. He comes into our world as a vulnerable child under occupation, born in a
ramshackle manger, to establish a kingdom amongst those who are pushed to the
margins. May we, as a church, stand with all who are crushed and marginalized this
Christmas.
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Hope, on one hand, is an absurdity too embarrassing to speak about, for it flies in the face
of all those claims we have been told are facts. Hope is the refusal to accept the reading of
reality which is the majority opinion; and one does that only at great political and existential
risk. On the other hand, hope is subversive, for it limits the grandiose pretension of the
present, daring to announce that the present to which we have all made commitments is
now called into question.
―Walter Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination
John McCulloch
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