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Dear friends,
Welcome to the August 2020 Holy Trinity Parish News.

This month there are articles about Mary Sumner, founder of the
Mother Union, God in the Arts, thoughts from Louise and Tina , as
well as the usual puzzles and features too.
As the lockdown eases further we will continue to provide you with a
printed magazine .
Have faith for God WILL see us though.
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV)
Jason Clarke, Magazine compiler

If you would like to share your experiences during this time of crisis
in a future parish News magazine, please email
htcpneditor@gmail.com
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BEING TOGETHER
One of the most prominent
greater sense in some ways of
features of the lockdown we have
neighbourliness. The sense of
endured for months now, is the
community when nobody could
‘social distancing’. It sounds like a
leave their homes felt in some
contradiction in terms – keeping
ways greater than when
at least two metres apart sounds
everybody is out and about as
nothing like being social. Wearing ‘normal’. Community, feeling like
a covering over your face, so
we are all in it together, is
nobody can see the expression of
tremendously important for us,
your mouth, seems a far cry from
whoever we are.
being sociable. And yet, it is the
As Christians, a key aspect of our
ultimate in love for one another.
community, is the fellowship we
Taking care of those we meet, have together. The relationships
whether we know them or not, we have, within the family of the
and ensuring as best we can that
church. As St Paul puts it so
we do not inadvertently pass the eloquently in his first letter to the
Covid-19 virus on to them, is a
Corinthians chapter 12, we are
very current expression of love for
joined together within the
our neighbour. But that does fellowship of the church, in such a
make it very difficult to interact way that it can be likened to being
fully with one another, to hold
the various parts of a body. No
proper conversations where we one part of the body can say it is
can read other people’s able to do without another. That
responses, and in being together. explains the ache we all feel while
we are apart from one another.
Nevertheless, a ‘side-effect’ of the
We try to make up for that
lockdown, that many have
through conversations held on the
commented on, has been a
telephone, or over the internet,
greater sense of togetherness
or even in the street. We feel a
with those we live next-door to, a
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connectedness with one another,
even though those snatched
moments cannot wholly replace
the loss of the togetherness we
feel when we are together in the
same room, worshipping and
praying together. One day, when
we are back to worshipping
together, we will start back where
we left off.

He works by collaborating. He
chooses to use us as his hands
and eyes and feet in the
community, demonstrating His
love for the world. And through
participating in that, we ourselves
grow in our fellowship with Him.
That is the beauty of collaborative
work – we always get more out of
it than we put in. You could call it
enlightened self-interest. That is
how God works through us, and it
is how He works in us also. So, in
spite of social distancing, let us
attempt in every way possible, to
collaborate with one another, as
He first collaborated with us.

As well as fellowship with one
another within the church
membership, we also have
connections with the wider
community in Blacon. Our
experience of working together
with others over recent weeks,
through Blacon Action Team, has
shown powerfully how
collaborating together we can do
so much more than the sum of
the parts would manage on their
own. By the end of June, Blacon
Action Team had fed over 6,300
people (and it still continues
today). It is wonderful to be able
to be at the centre of a large
community effort serving the
community, which is
demonstrating to others how God
works with and through us.

Tina Upton
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Amazing Grace
I get fed up with women, including
those in the Bible, being used as
scapegoats. Seriously, Adam was
standing right next to Eve during
the whole forbidden fruit
shenanigans. He never said
anything helpful like “wait, lets
chat to God about this…” Instead,
he watched to see if she died after
her first bite and, when she kept
on breathing, joined in without a
murmur. Whether you see the
whole episode as literal or
allegorical, women have been
guilty by association ever since.

sister Mary’s decision to study
alongside his male disciples (Luke
10:38-42). In John’s gospel it is
Martha, not Peter, who declares
that Jesus is the Christ. A woman
who identifies the anointed
messiah awaited by all Israel to
release them from slavery (John
11:23-27).

So it may seem strange that over
lockdown, I’ve been indulging in
Liz Curtis Higg’s Bad Girls of the
Bible trilogy. She writes easy-to
read commentaries on the lives of
biblical women. From the
That’s one reason why Jesus’
nameless woman-caught-inresponse to women is so
adultery to Sarah, Bathsheba and
refreshing. They were the
Athaliah and more. She weaves
oppressed ‘minority’ (50% of the together stories and Scriptural
population!) in his culture under insights to challenge our
which women were legally male
perceptions and help us draw
property. Jesus smashed
closer to God’s grace and love.
convention by listening to women Every story reminds the reader of
(Matt 15:21-28), teaching them,
the overwhelming outrageousness
and including them in his closest of God’s grace and mercy in the
circle of friends (Luke 8:1-3). He
midst of human brokenness and
gave Mary Magdalen
failure.
responsibility for telling the
Liz reminds her readers of God’s
disciples that he had risen (Mark
love for his people. Of his
16:9). He defended Martha’s
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constant turning towards us,
every time that we turn away. Of
his kindness and gentleness in
dealing with our weakness and
brokenness. It’s easy to judge the
women she writes about. History
is littered with supposedly Bibleinspired artwork showing
Bathsheba and Salome as
temptresses. Depictions that bear
little resemblance to the biblical
text. Instead, it is more helpful to
remember that each was a
fallible, redeemed, restored, and
dearly loved woman. Loved, just
as we are, by the grace of God,
not for their own inherent
goodness.

If you have thrived under in
lockdown then I am delighted for
you. But if, like me, your ‘bad
girl’ (or boy!) has emerged from
time to time, then it is comforting
to remember that our Lord is
gracious and compassionate, slow
to anger and rich in love. Our Lord
is good to all and God has
compassion on all that he has
made. God reaches out to people
who have wandered far from him
and forgives all who repent.
That’s the real biblical story.
Louise Annison
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SPACE TO LET
FOR ADVERTISING
YOUR BUSINESS
Please phone
JOAN DUCKERS Tel: 01244 371331

Blacon Coffee Mornings 2020
We are waiting to hear confirmation from URC
when these will restart.

Viva Assist

SPACE TO LET

We brighten days.
We shop. We organise.
We transport.
We run errands.
We give families respite.
We make life easier
for people in later years.

FOR ADVERTISING
YOUR BUSINESS
Please Phone
JOAN DUCKERS Tel: 371331

PRINTING
Services available at
Holy Trinity Church

Tel. 01244 350341
http:/ /www.vi-vaassisr.co.uk/
hello@vi-vaassist.co.uk

Please Phone
the Office on 01244 376085
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https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/news-and-views/incidents/
coronavirus-covid-19/how-to-get-help/dedicated-helpline.aspx
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CONTINUING OUR MISSION IN BLACON
Holy Trinity Church relies on donations to provide care and support to
everyone in this community. Now more than ever, please consider
giving generously to support our mission and ministry. You may wish
to take the opportunity to set up a Standing Order with your bank to
ensure we continue to receive regular donations at this time. A form
is on the opposite page, which you should pass to your bank.
Thank you for your support.
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STANDING ORDER MANDATE
To (name and address of your Bank/Building Society).....................................................................................

………………………………………………………………………………………
Please pay to
Royal Bank of Scotland, Chester Branch, 15 Foregate Street, Chester,
CH1 1HD, Sort code 16-16-14 for the credit of account of ‘Parochial
Church council of Holy Trinity wtw Blacon Chester’ account number
10067149
The sum of £…………(figures)…………………………….(words)
With effect from the ………day of …………………………. 2020

& the same amount each week/month/quarter/year
(delete as appropriate)

until further notice.
The following existing orders are hereby cancelled:
………………………………………………………………………………
Name of account to be debited …………………………………….
Account number…………………………… Sort code ………….
Signed ……………………………………………… Date ……………..
Address ………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………..
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PRAYERS FOR USE AT THIS TIME
from the Church of England website)

Prayers about the outbreak
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy
in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Amen.
Lord Jesus Christ,
you taught us to love our neighbour,
and to care for those in need
as if we were caring for you.
In this time of anxiety, give us strength
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,
and to assure the isolated
of our love, and your love,
for your name’s sake.

Amen.
God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation.
In their loneliness, be their consolation;
in their anxiety, be their hope;
in their darkness, be their light;
through him who suffered alone on the cross,
but reigns with you in glory,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

For those who are ill
Merciful God,
we entrust to your tender care
those who are ill or in pain,
knowing that whenever danger threatens
12
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your everlasting arms are there to hold them safe.
Comfort and heal them,
and restore them to health and strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

For hospital staff and medical researchers
Gracious God,
give skill, sympathy and resilience
to all who are caring for the sick,
and your wisdom to those searching for a cure.
Strengthen them with your Spirit,
that through their work many will be restored to health;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

From one who is ill or isolated
O God,
help me to trust you,
help me to know that you are with me,
help me to believe that nothing can separate me
from your love
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

For the Christian community
We are not people of fear:
we are people of courage.
We are not people who protect our own safety:
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety.
We are not people of greed:
we are people of generosity.
We are your people God,
giving and loving,
wherever we are,
whatever it costs
For as long as it takes
wherever you call us.
Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference
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DUTTON & HALLMARK
FUNERAL SERVICES
CHESTER’S OLDEST ESTABLISHED INDENDENT
FAMILY BUSINESS
Proprietor E.S. Dutton
80, Faulkner Street. Hoole, Chester. CH2 3BQ.
Telephone (01244) 310966
24 Hour service
Over a Century of Family experience

Celia’s Flowers
Weddings, Funerals, Gift Bouquets & Baskets

Celia Gifford

Qualified Florist (City & Guilds Floristry)
14 Hillside Road, Blacon Chester

01244 377160

cgifford14@tiscali.co.uk

Richard Ingram Decorators Ltd
Painter & Decorator
Interior and Exterior
Free Estimates
25 Years Experience
Tel: 01244 532639
Mobile: 07905 407753
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Advertising in this Magazine Our advertising
charges for one insert each month for a year, starting at any time, are
quite modest:
1/8 page - £10 per annum;
1/4 page - £20 per annum
1/2 page - £40 per annum;
whole page - £80 per annum
For further information,
or to discuss your requirements, please contact
Joan Duckers (01244 371331)
If you use the services of any of our advertisers,
please tell them that you heard about them from the Parish News.
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Praying for Blacon
As part of an inter-church prayer focus for Blacon,
please could you pray, commencing on these Sundays,
for the residents living in these roads:

“When rightliving people
bless the city,
it flourishes”

2 August

Venable’s Road , St. Chad’s Road,
Church Hall Close & Cedar Mews

9 August

The Glen, Jonathan’s Way, Sumner Road,
Fisher Road & Graham Road

16 August Cotes Place, Bridgeman Road, Stubbs Place
& South Way
23 August Hillside Road, Furne Road, Belvedere Drive
& Morton Road

Prov 11:11
The Message
Alison Pitt

The September issue of the Parish News will
be available on or about Sunday, 30th August
2020. All contributions should be submitted
to the Parish Office (see back page) by
Thursday, 12th August 2020. Thank you. If
you would like to subscribe to our magazine
please contact the Church Office on 01244
376085 - annual cost is £4.00.
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GROSVENOR HEATING SERVICES
Heating and Plumbing Contractor
Directors: JOHN R YOUDE & ANDREW J YOUDE
All types of Heating
and Plumbing Work

TELEPHO NE
(01244 880804 )

Boile r cleaning and
bre akdown se rvice arranged

Remedial Work and
Boiler Replacements
Gas Safe Register
Prompt and reliable service

FREE ESTIMATES
7, Thornberry Close, Saughall, Nr. Chester, CH1 6AW

OLYMPIC TROPHIES
(Karl Bridges)
Trophies and Sporting Mementoes for all Occasions
We also offer a comprehensive range of
sports training equipment and sportswear.
We specialise in
football kits,
embroidery and printing

23, Charles Street, Hoole, Chester, CH2 3AY
Tel: 01244 347654
email : olympictrophies@btconnect.com
web : www.trophieschester.co.uk

Our minibus has 16 passenger seats
removable for wheelchairs and rear
lift available for Blacon residents.
Available at £5/hour max £50/day*
Driver at £10/hour
Mileage 20p/mile
Contact 01244 376085 or
*visit website more information
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From the Registers
‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory'
Peter Robert Chapman (60 years) 4th March

Joyce Bickerstaff (92 years) 16th March
Margaret Elizabeth Hughes (80 years) 17th April
Miriam Helah Jeffreys (82 years) 21st April
John Orlando Leonard (98 years) 21st April
Florence Mary Wilsher (79 years) 18th May
Sharon Jane Underwood (50 years) 30th April
John James Salisbury (85 years) 23rd May
Jean Gillet (88 years) 8th June
Kenneth Moxon (76 years) 23rd June
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9th August
Mary Sumner

meetings’ at her home, to
encourage local women. Those
meetings may well have
inspired Mary’s later work.

Founder of the
Mothers’ Union

Mary was educated at home,
spoke three foreign languages,
and sang well. While in her late
The Mothers’ Union is now
teens, on a visit to Rome she
more than 140 years old. It has met George Sumner, a son of
accomplished a staggering
the Bishop of Winchester. It
amount in that time, and
was a well-connected family:
nowadays numbers more than George’s uncle became
four million members, doing
Archbishop of Canterbury, and
good work in 83 countries.
his second cousin was William
That is a far cry from the
Wilberforce. Mary and George
modest circle of prayer for
married in July 1848, soon after
mothers who cared about
his ordination. They moved to
family life, which is how it all
Old Alresford in 1851 and had
began with a rector’s wife,
three children: Margaret,
Mary Sumner.
Louise and George. Mary
Mary was born in late 1828 in dedicated herself to raising her
children and supporting her
Swinton, near Manchester.
When she was four, her family husband’s ministry by providing
music and Bible classes.
moved to Herefordshire.
Mary’s father, Thomas
When in 1876 Mary’s eldest
Heywood, was a banker and
daughter Margaret, gave birth,
historian. Her mother has been Mary was reminded how
described as a woman of “faith, difficult she had found the
charm and sympathy” –
burden of motherhood. Soon
qualities which Mary certainly she decided to hold a meeting
inherited. Mrs Heywood also
to which she invited the local
held informal ‘mothers’
23
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women not only of her own
class, but also all the village
mothers. Her aim was to find
out if women could be brought
together to offer each other
prayer and mutual support in
their roles as wives and
mothers. That meeting at Old
Alresford Rectory was the
inaugural meeting of the
Mothers’ Union.

were already 60,000 members
in 28 dioceses, and by 1900
there were 169,000 members.
By the time Mary died in 1921,
she had seen MU cross the seas
and become an international
organisation of prayer and
good purpose

For 11 years, the Mothers’
Union was limited to Old
Alresford. Then in 1885 the
Bishop of Newcastle invited
Mary to address the women
churchgoers of the Portsmouth
Church Congress, some 20
miles away. Mary gave a
passionate speech about the
poor state of national morality,
and the vital need for women
to use their vocation as
mothers to change the nation
for the better. A number of the
women present went back to
their parishes to found
mothers' meetings on Sumner's
pattern. Soon, the Mothers’
Union spread to the dioceses of
Ely, Exeter, Hereford, Lichfield
and Newcastle. By 1892, there
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God in the Arts
The Transfiguration – beholding the Glory
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The Rev Michael Burgess considers ‘The Transfiguration’ by Fra
Angelico. It is found in the Dominican convent of San Marco in
Florence. Our graphic is from Wikimedia Commons at: https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Transfiguration_by_fra_Angelico_(San_Marco_Cell_6).jpg
TQ – Tingle Quotient – is the name given to those things that
can produce a tingle down the spine or a frisson of excitement. It
could be a piece of music or the sight of an evening sunset at
sea. We look, we hear, and our sense of wonder as something
sublime unfolds before us produces delight and awe. We see a hint of
glory that can even lead us to worship.
I think the monk who lived in cell no 6 at the Dominican convent of
San Marco in Florence must have felt that when he entered his room
and saw for the first time the fresco of the Transfiguration that Fra
Angelico had painted. I am sure the sight would have stopped him in
his tracks, just as Peter, James and John were stopped in their tracks
as they beheld their Lord transfigured before them on the mount.
From 1436 Fra Angelico painted a whole series of frescoes for the
convent from the High Altar to the Chapter House to the cells of the
monks. Here in cell no 6 there is a restrained simplicity and directness
about the Transfiguration. One of the three disciples looks out
towards us, while the other two are caught up in wonder and awe as
they look on Jesus with the faces of Moses and Elijah on either side.

Here Fra Angelico is not seeking to impress a wealthy patron: he is
providing a focus for devotion and prayer for the monks of his
community. The scene speaks to us of that sense of awe and
reverence.
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On August 6 we celebrate the feast of the Transfiguration. The Gospel
accounts relate that special moment of revelation to the inner group
of disciples. The glory shown to them evoked a sense of wonder and
marvel, but also a sense of loss. For the glory proved elusive and just
out of human reach. The moment of revelation passed, and the
disciples had to go down the mount again to meet the crying needs of
the world, all but forgotten when they were with their Lord on the
mountain top.
The monk in his cell would ponder the glory of Fra Angelico’s fresco,
knowing that he would be called from his cell to take up his monastic
duties. But the painting would go with him to sustain and nurture his
life. It is the same with us: we have moments of glory. But they pass,
and we must return to our daily lives. As we look on this month’s
painting, we sense that glory and wonder which can sustain us
through life. As Thomas Jones says in his poem on this episode:
Like a pearl we hold
Close to our hearts

what we have heard and seen.
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Easy

Medium

Sudoku

Crossword
Across
1 and 3 Two of the
disciples who witnessed
the transfiguration of
Jesus (Luke 9:28)
(4,3,5)
3
See 1 Across
8
‘Let us draw — to
God with a sincere heart
in full assurance of
faith’ (Hebrews 10:22)
(4)
9
O Simon is (anag.)
(8)
11 Form of
government under the
direct rule of God or his
agents (10)
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Crossword Clues
14 How Jesus found his
disciples when he returned to
them after praying in
Gethsemane (Luke 22:45) (6)
15 In The Pilgrim’s Progress,
the name of the meadow into
which Christian strayed, which
led to Doubting Castle (2-4)
17 Glad sin rat (anag.) (10)
20 Spinal column (Leviticus
3:9) (8)
21 Valley of the Balsam Tree
with a reputation of being a
waterless place (Psalm 84:6)
(4)
22 ‘The oracle of Balaam son
of Beor, the oracle of one — —
sees clearly’ (Numbers 24:3)
(5,3)
23 Adam and Eve’s third son
(Genesis 4:25) (4)

Down
1
David’s great friend (1
Samuel 20:17) (8)
2
‘The Lord... will bring me
safely to his — kingdom’ (2
Timothy 4:18) (8)
4
‘I, Daniel, mourned for
three weeks. I ate no choice
food; — — or wine touched my
lips’ (Daniel 10:3) (2,4)
5
Seeking to vindicate (Job
32:2) (10)

6
Female servant (Isaiah
24:2) (4)
7
‘For Christ died for —
once for all’ (1 Peter 3:18) (4)
10 ‘Offering spiritual
sacrifices — to God through
Jesus Christ’ (1 Peter 2:5) (10)
12 Jesus said that some
people had renounced this
‘because of the kingdom of
heaven’ (Matthew 19:12) (8)
13 One of the three men
thrown into the furnace for
refusing to worship
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden
image (Daniel 3:20) (8)
16 ‘You have — of good
things laid up for many years.
Take life easy; eat, drink and
be merry’ (Luke 12:19) (6)
18 ‘There before me was a
white horse! Its rider held — —
, and he was given a
crown’ (Revelation 6:2) (1,3)
19 Equipment to Charity
Hospitals Overseas (1,1,1,1)
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Sudoku Solutions
Easy

Medium

CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS
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