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Then and Now é  from 1858 to 2008 
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The Church School s 
 
In this brief look back over the two parishes and churches and the changes they have seen, mention 
must be made of the church schools. The work of the church has never been seen as just concerning 
itself with spiritual wellbeing but with the growth of the whole person, in particular through a 
rounded education of high standards. Both parishes of St. Paul and St. Luke built a church school 
early on, soon after the churches were built.  
 

St. Paulõs School:  
 

The commemorative booklet published in 1908 to mark the 50th Anniversary of the consecration of 
the first St. Paulõs, Bow Common recorded the origins of the church school. 

 

Churches took their schools very seriously and church schools are still seen as desirable places 
withi n which to place ones children and parents still make great efforts to find a place for their 
children in a church school. When I arrived at Bow Common it then had the smallest church 
electoral roll in the diocese. Growth came, however, through parents attending church for their 
children to qualify for admission to our church school and for the ôchurch letterõ to be signed by 
the Vicar! However, many of these parents stayed and grew in commitment and became the new 
core for the church alongside those who had been there from the beginning. Together, they and 
those who have come on later still witness and serve admirably under the excellent new 
Incumbent, Mother Bernadette Hegarty. The link between church and school continues strong and 
central. 
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The East London Church Chronicle made this comment in  1908 on St. Paulõs, Bow Common. 
 

ôThe Church still retains many beautiful features, relics of more prosperous days: A very fine Jesse window 
designed by Street, a magnificent organ, a painted chancel (now faded), and a set of Holy Vessels, formerly 
the property of Queen Caroline, which were presented by Bishop Blomfield. 
 

 The schools began in a small way in a dilapidated, rat-infested cottage, but in 1859 the foundation 
stone of the present school was laid by Bishop Wilberforce. The Schools have the largest playground in 
London, with a swimming bath, and in spite of recent legislation are more than holding their own.õ 
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To the north of the railway bridge across Burdett Rd. stands a row of tennis courts and, latterly, 
the entrance to underground work for the new Crossrail network. It is now impossible to imagine 
that the church school of St.Paulõs, Bow Common stood here for just over 100 years. The building 
did not only see generations of young east-enders find education and nurture and positive role -
modelling here but it also was the place where the St. Lukeõs Mission was first located and began 
on 15th October 1865.  When the church was destroyed in 1940/41 the school was used as one of 
the places in which the congregation relocated as emergency measures.  
 

The church has an album of rather discouraging photographs of the school taken in the 1950õs! 
These show all kinds of dilapidations, including very healthy dry rot fungus! I was given to 
understand that these were part of the ôevidenceõ for the provision of a new church school as the 
old building has outrun its day.  The case was proven and a new school opened on 1st May 1972. 
 

Maguire and Murray had already designed the new church and were give the commission now 
for the new school, around 1970 or 1971. This was now St. Paul with St. Luke Primary School . 

These items below 
witness to this, the 
new school now 
being relocated to 
Leopold Street, on 
the same side of 
Burdett Rd. as the 
church and on the 
same road as the 
vicarage.  
 

The article here is 
unsourced but intro -
duces this new 
example of the ôopen 
planõ approach to 
teaching, radical just 
as the church was 
radical in its 
approach to liturgy 
and church life.  
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St. Paul with St. Luke School: 
 
 

 

The photographs which follow on the next page are of interest because they show the new church 
school in the stage of construction (late 1971 or early 1972?). But, they also show the last days of 
the surrounding housing , since replaced by the Leopold Estate which is (2015) itself being rebuilt 
in large areas. 
 

The first photo is of Leopold St. with the sl oping roof of the new school visible at the end and the 
boarded up previous housing awaiting demolition in due course. I lived in the Vicarage at the end 
of this street on the right and it is fascinating to see what was once there! 
 

The lower view shows th e school being built and the housing on Ackroyd Drive in the background, 
again, not long before demolition. The heights of the tower block, Elmslie Point, can be seen on the 
left. 
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In the Letters page of the Evening Standard of 29th August 1972 the following letter appeared, 
written by the then Headteacher of St. Paul with St. Luk e School. In it he vigorously defends open 
plan teaching against the critics. 
 

 
 
 
 

  
On 1st September, a further 
letter appeared on this topic 
in the Evening Standard, in 
defence of the Headteacher. 

 
 
 

 
 
View of the school from the 
lower level of the church 
roof. 
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