19th December 2021 - Advent 4

Holsworthy Benefice
Bridge-rule, Hollacombe, Holsworthy and Pyworthy with Pancrasweek
Administrator: Libbi York - admin@holsworthybenefice.org.uk
Rector: Mother Elizabeth Burke
Tel: 01409 255490, Mob: 07990978485, Email: elizabethmaburke@icloud.co

Services in the Holsworthy Benefice - All Welcome

Advent 4

19th Dec

Bridgerule

Hollacombe

Holsworthy

6.30pm Joint Carol
Service at the
Methodist Chapel

9.30am BCP Holy
Communion

11am Sung Eucharist

Pancrasweek

Pyworthy
9.30am Morning Prayer

3.30pm CREATIVE CHURCH for All Ages, St Peter and St Paul’s church
Christmas Eve

24th Dec

Christmas Day

25th Dec

Boxing Day

26th Dec

Epiphany

2nd
January

3pm Crib Service

10.30am Eucharist

11am Morning
Prayer

11pm Midnight Mass

11am Crib Service
7.30pm Vigil Mass of
Christmas

4pm Carols in the Square, Holsworthy
9.30am BCP Holy
9am Eucharist with
Communion
Carols
10am Benefice All Age Service at Pancrasweek
3pm BCP Evening
Prayer

11am Sung Eucharist

9.30am All Age Service

Weekly via Zoom - All Welcome
Fridays

12 Noon

Midday Prayers - pop Zoom details; https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276?
in when you can
To join by phone: 0131 460 1196 ID 826 3346 0276 Password: benefice

All PCC members are requested to take the
safeguarding module on domestic abuse.
It can be found here;
www.safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org

IT IS CURRENTLY
MANDATORY TO WEAR
MASKS IN PLACES OF
WORSHIP
Text for the Week
Psalms 80:2
Stir up your mighty
strength and come to our
salvation.
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24th December: Christmas Eve
How do you celebrate Christmas Eve? It has its own customs, the most popular of which
is going to Midnight Mass, or the Christ-Mas. This is the only Mass of the year that is
allowed to start after sunset. In Catholic countries such as Spain, Italy and Poland,
Midnight Mass is in fact the most important church service of the entire Christmas
season, and many people traditionally fast beforehand. In other countries, such as
Belgium and Denmark, people dine during the evening, and then go on to the Midnight
Service.
The British are behind some countries when it comes to exchanging presents: in
Germany, Sweden and Portugal the custom is to exchange on Christmas Eve. But the
British are ahead of Serbia and Slovakia, where the Christmas tree is not even brought
into the house and decorated until Christmas Eve.
Yule logs are not so popular since the decline of the Jireplace, but traditionally it was lit
on Christmas Eve from a bit of the previous year’s log, and then would be burned nonstop until 12th Night (6th January). Tradition also decreed that any greenery such as holly,
ivy or mistletoe must wait until Christmas Eve until being brought into the house.

Camels
In Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were approaching the inn,
over which was pictured a large star. The third camel and its rider were going
directly away from it. “Why is the third man going in a different direction?” her
mother asked. Jane replied: “Oh, he’s looking for a place to park.”
Snowmen
Two snowmen were standing next to each other. One said to the other: “Can
you smell carrots?”
Christmas Carols
One night Freda went carol singing. She knocked on the door of a house and
began to sing. A man with a violin in his hand came to the door. Within half a
minute, tears were streaming down his face. Touched, Freda sang every carol
she knew – and some she didn’t. The man continued to weep gently
throughout her performance. “I understand,” she said softly at last. “You are
remembering your happy childhood Christmas days.”
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Sunday

19 December 2021

COLLECT
God our redeemer,
who prepared the Blessed Virgin
Mary
to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his
coming as our saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our
judge;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
FIRST READING Micah 5:2-5a
A reading from the book of the
prophet Micah.
The LORD says to his people: But
you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth
for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from
ancient days. Therefore he shall
give them up until the time when
she who is in labour has brought
forth; then the rest of his kindred
shall return to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his
flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the
LORD his God. And they shall live
secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth; and he
shall be the one of peace.
CANTICLE OR PSALM
Either Luke 1:46b-55 (Magnificat)
Or Psalm 80:1-8
R Turn us again, O God; show the
light of your countenance, and
we shall be saved.
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you that led Joseph like a flock;
Shine forth, you that are
enthroned upon the cherubim,
before Ephraim, Benjamin and
Manasseh.
Stir up your mighty strength
and come to our salvation. R

Fourth Sunday of Advent

O Lord God of hosts,
how long will you be angry at your
people’s prayer?
You feed them with the bread of
tears;
you give them abundance of tears
to drink.
You have made us the derision of
our neighbours
and our enemies laugh us to
scorn. R
SECOND READING
Hebrews 10:5-10
A reading from the letter to the
Hebrews.
When Christ came into the world,
he said, “Sacrifices and offerings
you have not desired, but a body
you have prepared for me; in
burnt-offerings and sin-offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have
come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book, it is
written of me).” When Christ said,
“You have neither desired nor
taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt-offerings and
sin-offerings” (these are offered
according to the law), then he
added, “See, I have come to do
your will.” He abolishes the first
in order to establish the second.
And it is by God’s will that we
have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.
GOSPEL Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to Luke.
Mary set out and went with
haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, where she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the child leapt
in her womb. And Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit
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and exclaimed with a loud
cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb. And why has this
happened to me, that the mother
of my Lord comes to me? For as
soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb
leapt for joy. And blessed is she
who believed that there would be
a fulfilment of what was spoken
to her by the Lord.” [And Mary
said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my
Saviour, for he has looked with
favour on the lowliness of his
servant. Surely, from now on all
generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done
great things for me, and holy is
his name. His mercy is for those
who fear him from generation to
generation. He has shown strength
with his arm; he has scattered the
proud in the thoughts of their
hearts. He has brought down the
powerful from their thrones, and
lifted up the lowly; he has filled
the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made
to our ancestors, to Abraham and
to his descendants for ever.”]
POST COMMUNION
Heavenly Father,
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of the promised
saviour:
fill us your servants with your
grace,
that in all things we may embrace
your holy will
and with her rejoice in your
salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Sunday. The Revised Common Lectionary is copyright © the Consultation on Common Texts, 1992. The Christian Year: Calendar, Lectionary and Collects, 1997,
which includes The Common Worship Lectionary (the Church of England’s adaptations of the Revised Common Lectionary, published as the Principal Service
Lectionary) and the compilation of Collects and Post Communion Prayers, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council, and material from it is reproduced with permission.
Bible readings from NRSV published by Mowbray and used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © Redemptorist Publications Wolf's Lane Chawton
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p u b l i c a t i o n s

Sunday 219January
December
2021
Sunday
2022
Luke 1:1-18
1:39-45
John
4th Sunday
2nd
Sunday of Advent
after the Nativity

In the

Jump for Joy

Arthur is really happy and is
jumping for joy! What makes
you really happy? Draw yourself
jumping for joy next to Arthur.

Mary rushes to meet her cousin, Elizabeth. They are both expecting
babies and are really happy to see each other.

Mary and
Elizabeth

Here is a picture of Mary meeting
Elizabeth. They are really excited
and pleased to see each other.
Put a big smile on their faces to
show how happy they are.
Elizabeth knew that Mary’s baby
was very special. Even the baby
in Elizabeth’s womb knew the
baby Jesus was very special.
He jumped for joy!

Hail Mary
I want to jump for joy when…

grace

Elizabeth’s words to Mary have
become part of a special prayer. We
know this prayer as the Hail Mary.
Can you fill in the missing words?

Jesus

Mary

n

Ame

Moth

pra
y
fruit

er

Blessed

Hail ..............., full of ............... , the Lord is with thee. ...............
art thou among women and blessed is the ............... of thy
womb, .............. . Holy Mary, ............... of God, ............... for us
sinners now and at the hour of our death. ................

Welcoming Heart

redemp orist

p u b l i c a t i o n s

Elizabeth welcomed Mary when
she came to visit. Is my heart
ready to welcome Jesus?

Answers: 9 Hearts.

Mary, you are very special.
You said “yes” to God and
showed us how to love. Help
me to say “yes” to God so that
I can bring love into the world
and spread joy too! Amen.

How many hearts
can you find on
this page?
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