Holsworthy Benefice ~ News Sheet No 28

Bridgerule, Hollacombe, Holsworthy and Pyworthy with Pancrasweek

4th October 2020 ~Trinity 17 and St Francis of Assisi (Proper 22)
Rector: Mother Elizabeth Burke

Tel: 01409 255490

Email: elizabethmaburke@icloud.com

Mob: 07990 978485

SUNDAY WORSHIP IN THE HOLSWORTHY BENEFICE
Holsworthy
Open each day for
prayer and refl ection

Pyworthy

4th Oct

11am Eucharist

9.30am
All Age Pet Service

11th Oct

11am Eucharist

18th Oct

11am Eucharist

25th Oct

11am Eucharist

9.30am Harvest
Morning Prayer

The winners of the St Peter’s
Jackpot Draw drawn on
20th September
1st Prize, £14.00 – ticket number
114, Vera from Honey Meadows
2nd Prize, £2.80 – ticket number
129, James from Trewyn Park

WORSHIP AND PRAYER ON ZOOM
Sundays

9.30am

Morning Worship

Tuesdays

7pm

ContemplaOve Prayer

Wednesdays

3pm

StarOng again on 14th Oct

Fridays

12 Noon

Midday Prayer

APCMS

All on Zoom details below;
h>ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276?
To join by phone: 0131 460 1196
ID 826 3346 0276 Password: beneﬁce

PCC

Date

Time Location

Bridgerule

Wed 7th Oct

7pm

Zoom

Hollacombe Wed 7th Oct

2pm

Rectory and Zoom

Pyworthy

Wed 14th Oct

7pm

St Swithun’s

Holsworthy

Thur 15th Oct

7pm

St Peter & St Paul’s & Zoom if possible

Holding a meeting is TBC and will be subject to coronavirus guidelines & rules
Webpage: www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
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Do you want to be a Governor?
Holsworthy Academy Committee (AC ) are looking for some new Governors and now is the exactly the
right time to be involved as Education seems to be a headline topic every week!
At Holsworthy AC, we are responsible for Holsworthy Community College
and the 3 Primary Schools at Bridgerule, Bradford and Black Torrington.
We are part of the Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust which comprises 16 schools and over 5000 pupils!
The work of a Governor is very rewarding and enjoyable but difficult to explain in a few lines….so please
contact the Co Chairs of Holsworthy AC as follows to get some more information :
Kate Scrivener
Kscrivener@hcc.devon.sch.uk
Ken Watson
Kwatson@hcc.devon.sch.uk

Please Support Vincent Sullivan
At the beginning of lockdown back in March Vincent Sullivan, one of the regular worshippers in our
Benefice, decided to be disciplined and go for a daily walk and so far he has not missed a day!
Then in August he spotted a walking challenge where he could raise funds for Macmillan Cancer
Support. So many fundraising events have been cancelled because of Covid-19 so they need help
more than ever.
Please spread the word and more importantly, please make a donation using the Just Giving site,
or speak to Vincent if you are unable to donate in that way.

Webpage: www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
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Beware what lurks in the church vestry...
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
I am unsurprised that the cleaning lady took exception
to you dismantling your motorbike in the church vestry. Clergy vestries
are the final repositories of rotting hymn books, ancient cassocks with
a certain aroma, buckets with holes in, which are kept “just in case”
and dead animals in various states of decomposition; but they are no
place for bike chains, disc brakes and inner tubes.
I will concede that vestries seem to attract all those objects no one
quite knows what to do with, but which parishioners can’t bear to throw
away. Flower arrangers creep into my vestry, looking for space for boxes
of twine. Decorators arrive with cribs and Easter gardens they are
hoping to store. And even the choirmaster occasionally sidles in, trying
to slip some anthems past me. I repel them all with vigour, and a firm
broom.
One thing I can’t keep out of the vestry are the portraits of all my
predecessors, who stare down at me reproachfully. The most recent, in
colour, stare smugly, knowing that I am still being compared to them,
and falling short. Earlier incumbents, in black and white, look mildly
reproachful, reminding me that they all held doctorates from Oxford. The
hand-drawn portraits from pre-1870 are the worst – they all look as if
they drank vinegar for breakfast and argued Pelagianism over lunch, just
for fun. I am already rehearsing my own look of pained forgiveness for
my leaving photo that will stare down on my own successor, and
perpetually irritate him
It also seems to be a tradition that retiring clergy donate their robes
for their successors, probably because it spares them a walk to the
dustbin. So, a five-foot, 18 stone incumbent will leave a cassock for
his six-foot, ten stone successor. There will also be a spare 1960s
nylon surplice hanging on the back of the vestry door, to remind you
that should you ever forget your own, then this is the horror you will
be obliged to wear throughout Evensong.
Notices on the walls will tell you that marriage fees in the 1920s were
seven shillings and sixpence, that Communion wine can be obtained from a
shop that closed down a generation ago and there will be a copy of the
prayer of thanksgiving to be used on the Relief of Mafeking.
My only advice is to remove your bike before it gets bundled up with the
Scouts’ tents – and lost forever in the churchwarden’s shed.
Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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Holy Days
4th October

St. Francis - and the Life of Simplicity

Just about the only thing most people know about Francis of Assisi is that he talked to the birds. Churchgoers also know the popular hymn based on his famous prayer, ‘Make me a channel of your Peace’, which
was sung at the funeral of Princess Diana.
However, Italy’s patron saint, whose feast day is this month (the 4th) was a more complex, and some would
say controversial character. His life spanned the end of the twelfth and beginning of the thirteenth
centuries. He was born into a very wealthy family, but after what he called his ‘conversion’ standing before
a crucifix. He renounced all his possessions. In fact, he stripped himself of his of his wealthy garments in a
public square in his home-town, Assisi.
For the rest of his life he and his followers, including his feminine counterpart. St Claire longed, prayed and
worked for a life of simplicity – a lifestyle without luxury or privileges. For the Franciscan brothers and the
Poor Claires. This meant no private possessions at all. Francis saw that many poor people without these
things, actually seemed to live happier and more fulfilling lives than the ambitious rich. He spoke of a
simple life not shaped by money or power but by love and mutual concern. As his hymn says, ‘it is in giving
of ourselves that we receive’.
Of course, poverty; in our modern western world is seldom a matter of blissful simplicity, as present-day
Franciscans recognise. For too many it is a matter of poor diet, over-crowded rooms, rough sleeping and
unemployment. The call of today’s followers of Francis and Claire is that those who are better-off should
‘live more simply, so that others can simply live’. Christians follow a Master who said that he came with
‘good news for the poor’. They believe that many of us today can be that good news.

10th October

Thomas Traherne - lover of nature

Thomas Traherne (1636 - 1674) is a good saint for anyone who loves our planet, and who wants to
preserve Creation. This 17th century poet and clergyman wrote extensively about his love for nature,
seeing in it a reflection of the glory of God.
Traherne was not of a literary family, for his father was either a shoemaker or innkeeper in Hereford. But
Traherne did well at the Hereford Cathedral School and went on to Brasenose College Oxford. From there
he became rector of Credenhill near Hereford in 1657, and ten years later was appointed to be the private
chaplain to Sir Orlando Bridgement, the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal to King Charles ll, who lived at
Teddington.
Throughout his years at Credenhill and then Teddington, Traherne led a simple and devout life, and his
friendliness drew people to him. He was described as “one of the most pious ingenious men that ever I
was acquainted with”, and being of “cheerful and sprightly Temper”, ready to do “all good Offices to his
Friends, and Charitable to the Poor almost beyond his ability”. Aside from his beloved books, he seems to
have possessed very little.
Instead, he poured his energy into his writings, which had an intense, mystical, metaphysical spirituality.
His poems and prose frequently mention the glory of Creation, and his intimate relationship with God, for
whom he had an ardent, childlike love. Traherne has been compared to later poets such as William Blake,
Walt Whitman and Gerard Manley Hopkins, and his love for nature has been seen as very similar to the
Romantic movement, though he lived two centuries earlier.
He is best known for his Centuries of Meditations, which has been described as “one of the finest prosepoems in our language.” Lost for many years, and then finally first published in 1908, it was a favourite of
the Trappist monk Thomas Merton, the Christian humanist Dorothy Sayers, and the writer C.S. Lewis,
among others. C.S. Lewis considered Centuries of Meditations “almost the most beautiful book in
English.”
Traherne died in 1674, and is buried in St Mary’s Teddington, under the church’s reading desk. Today he is
counted as one of the leading 17th-century devotional poets.
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Coming to church during the covid-19 pandemic
IN THE HOLSWORTHY BENEFICE
Everyone, without symptoms or those needing to self isolate, are very welcome.
It is at your own discreOon, including those of a higher risk category.
Please carefully consider your needs, especially if you are in a higher risk category,
before a>ending services in church buildings.
Please follow all the guidance to keep you and others as safe as possible.
If you decide to come to a service in a church building please stay alert and carry out the following;
• A face covering must be worn
• Keep to the 2 meters social distancing and don’t linger anywhere (the radiators are not on yet!!).
Doorways and aisles are to be kept clear of people. This is important as we don’t have wide aisles and
only one door to enter and exit.
• Good hand hygiene must be followed - saniOser is to be used on entry and exit of the building.
• Gloves are not recommended. It is more diﬃcult to saniOse gloves than hands. If you wear gloves without
changing them constantly you sOll need to saniOse!
• The doors will be lel open throughout the service (this will be reassessed in September).
• There will be no congregaOonal singing during the service unOl advice says it is safe to do so (the
celebrant may sing from a distance if their voice is on form!).
• There will be a plate by the door for your oﬀering - please saniOse your hands before and aler.
• Aler saniOsing
• please go straight to the furthest forward empty pew.
• Service books will be in the pews.
This is to ensure 2 meters social distancing when entering and exiOng the building.
• You may light voOve candles as normal, please make sure the saniOser on your hands is dry, and you leave
2 meters social distance. This also helps people to have their own prayer space…….
• Please do not hold out for siong where you normally sit!
• Please sit in the middle of the pew and not either end.
• You are very welcome to kneel, sit or stand as per the custom of the church.
• The Celebrant alone receives both bread & wine.
• The words of distribuOon “the body of Christ” are said by the Celebrant before the
distribuOon with the congregaOon responding “Amen”.
• DistribuOon of communion will be by the Celebrant bringing the bread to you in your pew.
• Please be aware the Celebrant will wear a mask and may wear a visor. This is for you, theirs and their
families’ protection.
• To receive the sacrament, please stand, sit or kneel as you are able.
• The distribuOon takes place in silence with the wafer carefully dropped into the hands of the
communicant. Please hold both hands (one cupping the other) out stretched so as much social distance
can be maintained.
• Please remember not to say Amen out loud on receiving the host. If you do don’t worry and try to
remember not to next Ome.
• At the end of the service please leave in order of those closest to the door ﬁrst.
• Please don’t linger aler the service and keep the doorway and aisles free.
• At this Ome there will be no refreshments aler the service - sorry.
• If you wish to talk to the priest after the service please remain in your pew, they will come to you (2 meters).
Please keep the opening of churches and starting to worship in the buildings in your prayers. Please
pray for the clergy and others involved during this time. Pray especially for the younger generations
that are making it possible for churches to open and services to commence.
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Sunday 4 October 2020
Matthew 21:33-43
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

J

GROW GOD'S
FRUIT
We can help to make God’s
world a good place to live in.
Tick the things you can do that
will make it lovely for everyone.
Put a line through
re
Sha
the bad things.
Laugh at
someone who
falls over
Kill a
Grow
spider
plant a
t
h
Fig
Pick up
Tidy away
litter
your toys

Take
turns
te
was
t
’
n
Do food

the
Turn off
tap

esus tells a story about a
man who rents out his vineyard
to some tenants. The tenants
attack anyone who comes
to collect the rent, even the
owner’s son. The owner wants
people working in the vineyard
who will grow good fruit for
him.

Where does the
fruit grow?
Sort the jumbled letters.

Grapes
niera

v_

_ _y_ _d
Apples

Grow good fruit
sha
lo

ca

We grow good fruit
when we do as
God asks. Match the
letters in the purple
grapes with the endings
in the green grapes to
find out how we can
produce good fruit.

he
pr

Harvest

p u b l i c a t i o n s

ve
lp

_ _ch_ _ _

Bananas

re

ionant

pl _

_ _at _ _ _

ay
Oranges

a

Join the dots
and colour in the
picture of a vine.
Which path will
Mia take so that
she can harvest
the ripe grapes?

redemp orist

rador

re

neror

_ _a _ g _ _ y

b

Father in heaven, you love

c

everyone in the world. Help us
to love everyone too, by always
being kind and thoughtful.
Amen.

Answers: Where does fruit grow: vineyard, orchard, plantation, orangery. Grow good fruit: share, love, help, care, pray. Harvest: path c

My name is

Look. Written by Aileen Urquhart. Design by Anna Davie/Louise Hilton. Edited by Rachel Thompson. Published by Redemptorist Publications Chawton Hampshire GU34 3HQ.
Copyright © Redemptorist Publications. A registered charity. www.rpbooks.co.uk Printed on FSC paper.
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Sunday

4 October 2020

COLLECT
Almighty God,
you have made us for yourself,
and our hearts are restless till they find
their rest in you:
pour your love into our hearts and draw
us to yourself,
and so bring us at last to your heavenly
city
where we shall see you face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7
A reading from the book of the prophet
Isaiah.
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song
concerning his vineyard: My beloved had
a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug
it and cleared it of stones, and planted
it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out
a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield
grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And
now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people
of Judah, judge between me and my
vineyard. What more was there to do for
my vineyard that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes, why
did it yield wild grapes? And now I will
tell you what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge, and it shall be
devoured; I will break down its wall, and
it shall be trampled down. I will make it
a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and
thorns; I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it. For the
vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house
of Israel, and the people of Judah are his
pleasant planting: he expected justice, but
saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard
a cry!
PSALM Psalm 80:9-17
R Turn us again, O God;
show the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved.
You brought a vine out of Egypt;
you drove out the nations and planted it.
You made room around it,
and when it had taken root, it filled the
land. R

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity

The hills were covered with its shadow
and the cedars of God by its boughs.
It stretched out its branches to the Sea
and its tendrils to the River. R
Why then have you broken down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck off its
grapes?
The wild boar out of the wood tears it off,
and all the insects of the field devour it. R
Turn again, O God of hosts,
look down from heaven and behold;
Cherish this vine which your right hand has
planted,
and the branch that you made so strong
for yourself.
Let those who burnt it with fire, who cut it
down,
perish at the rebuke of your countenance. R
SECOND READING
Philippians 3:4b-14
A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Philippians.
If anyone else has reason to be confident
in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on
the eighth day, a member of the people
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law,
a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of
the church; as to righteousness under
the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains
I had, these I have come to regard as
loss because of Christ. More than that, I
regard everything as loss because of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered
the loss of all things, and I regard them
as rubbish, in order that I may gain
Christ and be found in him, not having
a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but one that comes through
faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God based on faith. I want to know Christ
and the power of his resurrection and the
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like
him in his death, if somehow I may attain
the resurrection from the dead. Not that I
have already obtained this or have already
reached the goal; but I press on to make
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made
me his own. Beloved, I do not consider
that I have made it my own; but this one
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I
press on towards the goal for the prize of
the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-end
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Jesus said to the chief priests and the
elders of the people: “Listen to another
parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around
it, dug a wine press in it, and built a
watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants
and went to another country. When the
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves
to the tenants to collect his produce. But
the tenants seized his slaves and beat
one, killed another, and stoned another.
Again he sent other slaves, more than
the first; and they treated them in the
same way. Finally he sent his son to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But
when the tenants saw the son, they said
to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come,
let us kill him and get his inheritance.’
So they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he
do to those tenants?” They said to him,
“He will put those wretches to a miserable
death, and lease the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the produce
at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them,
“Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone; this was the
Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our
eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom
of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people that produces the fruits
of the kingdom. The one who falls on this
stone will be broken to pieces; and it will
crush anyone on whom it falls.” When
the chief priests and the Pharisees heard
his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. They wanted to
arrest him, but they feared the crowds,
because they regarded him as a prophet.
POST COMMUNION
Lord, we pray that your grace
may always precede and follow us,
and make us continually to be given to all
good works;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Sunday. The Revised Common Lectionary is copyright © the Consultation on Common Texts, 1992. The Christian Year: Calendar, Lectionary and Collects, 1997,
which includes The Common Worship Lectionary (the Church of England’s adaptations of the Revised Common Lectionary, published as the Principal Service
Lectionary) and the compilation of Collects and Post Communion Prayers, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council, and material from it is reproduced with permission.
Bible readings from NRSV published by Mowbray and used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © Redemptorist Publications Wolf's Lane Chawton
Hampshire GU34 3HQ. A Registered Charity limited by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk Email rp@rpbooks.co.uk

Webpage: www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk

Page 7

redemp orist

p u b l i c a t i o n s

Facebook Page: Holsworthy Benefice

