Holsworthy Benefice ~ News Sheet No 17/18

Bridgerule, Hollacombe, Holsworthy and Pyworthy with Pancrasweek

19th & 26th July 2020 ~ Sixth and Seventh Sunday after Trinity (Proper 11&12)
Rector: Mother Elizabeth Burke

Tel: 01409 255490

Email: elizabethmaburke@icloud.com

Mob: 07990 978485

Worship and Prayer in the Holsworthy Beneﬁce
On Zoom (details below)
9.30am
Morning Worship

Sunday
Sunday

11am

Said Eucharist

Holsworthy Parish Church

If you are coming to this Eucharist please read all of page 2 of this news sheet
Tuesday

7pm

Restart in August

Wednesday

3pm

Restart in August

Friday

12 Noon

Restart in August

All on Zoom details below;
hJps://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276?

To join by phone: 0131 460 1196
ID 826 3346 0276 Password: beneﬁce

PRAYER INTENTIONS
6th Sunday after Trinity

For the exploited, local social workers
All who live at Honey and Glebe Meadow, Holsworthy
Monday 20th July (Margaret of Antioch) ~
Reconciliation
Tuesday 21st July ~
For justice
Wednesday 22nd July (Mary Magdalene) ~
For equality and fairness
Thursday 23rd July (Bridget of Sweden) ~
For human rights
Friday 24th July ~
Our worshipping communities
Saturday 25th July (James) ~
For Holsworthy Town Council
7th Sunday after Trinity

A right use of our talents, local GP’s
All who live at Hopworthy, Pyworthy
Monday 27th July (Brooke Foss Westcott) ~
For a fair share of resources
Tuesday 28th July ~
Young people
Wednesday 29th July (Mary, Martha and Lazarus) ~
Our church community
Thursday 30th July (William Wilberforce) ~
Those suffering from stress
Friday 31st July (Ignatius of Loyola) ~
For prisoners
Saturday 1st August ~
For our deepening conversion
PCC Meetings
It is hoped to have remote PCC meetings on Zoom
over the next month or so - Zoom details as above
Holsworthy PCC - Wed 22nd July 7pm
Pyworthy PCC - Thurs 23rd July 7pm
Bridgerule PCC - Wed 29th July 7pm
Pancrasweek DCC - Thurs 30th July 7pm

Mother Elizabeth
Shelagh, Mother Elizabeth’s Mum
passed away on Monday 13th July.
May she rest in peace and rise in glory.
Mother Elizabeth will be on leave
from after the services on 19th July
through to Saturday 1st August.
Please keep them in your prayers;
husband, Roy and their other child, Michael.

Services Sunday 26th July
9.30am Morning Prayer on Zoom
(same Zoom details)
11am Morning Prayer
Holsworthy Parish Church
Services Sunday 2nd August
9.30am Morning Prayer on Zoom
(same Zoom details)
11am Said Eucharist
Holsworthy Parish Church
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Coming to church during the covid-19 pandemic
IN THE HOLSWORTHY BENEFICE
UPDATED
Everyone, without symptoms or those needing to self isolate, are very welcome.
It is at your own discre[on, including those of a higher risk category.
Please carefully consider your needs, especially if you are in a higher risk category,
before aJending services in church buildings.
Please follow all the guidance to keep you and others as safe as possible.
If you decide to come to a service in a church building please stay alert and carry out the following;
• Keep to the 2 meters social distancing and don’t linger anywhere (the radiators are not on yet!!).
Doorways and aisles are to be kept clear of people. This is important as we don’t have wide aisles and
only one door to enter and exit.
• Good hand hygiene must be followed - sani[ser is to be used on entry and exit of the building.
• Gloves are not recommended. It is more diﬃcult to sani[se gloves than hands. If you wear gloves without
changing them constantly you s[ll need to sani[se!
• Face coverings are op[onal at this present [me. Please feel free to wear one if you so wish.
• The doors will be lee open throughout the service (this will be reassessed in September).
• There will be no congrega[onal singing during the service un[l advice says it is safe to do so (the
celebrant may sing from a distance if their voice is on form!).
• There will be a plate by the door for your oﬀering - please sani[se your hands before and aeer.
• Aeer sani[sing
• please go straight to the furthest forward empty pew.
• Service books will be in the pews.
This is to ensure 2 meters social distancing when entering and exi[ng the building.
• You may light vo[ve candles as normal, please make sure the sani[ser on your hands is dry, and you leave
2meters social distance. This also helps people to have their own prayer space…….
• Please do not hold out for siing where you normally sit!
• Please sit in the middle of the pew and not either end.
• You are very welcome to kneel, sit or stand as per the custom of the church.
• The Celebrant alone receives both bread & wine.
• The words of distribu[on “the body of Christ” are said by the Celebrant before the
distribu[on with the congrega[on responding “Amen”.
• Distribu[on of communion will be by the Celebrant bringing the bread to you in your pew.
• Please be aware the Celebrant may wear mask and visor. This is for you, theirs and their families’ protection.
• To receive the sacrament, please stand, sit or kneel as you are able.
• The distribu[on takes place in silence with the wafer carefully dropped into the hands of the
communicant. Please hold both hands (one cupping the other) out stretched so as much social distance
can be maintained.
• Please remember not to say Amen out loud on receiving the host. If you do don’t worry and try to
remember not to next [me.
• At the end of the service please leave in order of those closest to the door ﬁrst.
• Please don’t linger aeer the service and keep the doorway and aisles free.
• At this [me there will be no refreshments aeer the service - sorry.
• If you wish to talk to the priest after the service please remain in your pew, they will come to you (2meters).
Please keep the opening of churches and starting to worship in the buildings in your prayers. Please
pray for the clergy and others involved during this time. Pray especially for the younger generations
that are making it possible for churches to open and services to commence.
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Sunday

19 July 2020

COLLECT
Merciful God,
you have prepared for those who love you
such good things as pass our
understanding:
pour into our hearts such love toward you
that we, loving you in all things and above
all things,
may obtain your promises,
which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
FIRST READING
Either Wisdom of Solomon 12:13. 16-19
A reading from the book of Wisdom.
There is not any god besides you, Lord,
whose care is for all people, to whom you
should prove that you have not judged
unjustly; for your strength is the source
of righteousness, and your sovereignty
over all causes you to spare all. For you
show your strength when people doubt
the completeness of your power, and you
rebuke any insolence among those who
know it. Although you are sovereign in
strength, you judge with mildness, and
with great forbearance you govern us;
for you have power to act whenever you
choose. Through such works you have
taught your people that the righteous
must be kind, and you have filled your
children with good hope, because you
give repentance for sins.
Or Isaiah 44:6-8
A reading from the book of the prophet
Isaiah.
Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and
his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the
first and I am the last; besides me there is
no god. Who is like me? Let them proclaim
it, let them declare and set it forth before
me. Who has announced from of old the
things to come? Let them tell us what is
yet to be. Do not fear, or be afraid; have
I not told you from of old and declared
it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god
besides me? There is no other rock; I know
not one.
PSALM Psalm 86:11-end
R All nations you have made shall
come and worship you, O Lord.
Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will
walk in your truth;
knit my heart to you, that I may fear your
name.

Sixth Sunday after Trinity

I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all
my heart,
and glorify your name for evermore; R
For great is your steadfast love towards
me,
for you have delivered my soul from the
depths of the grave.
O God, the proud rise up against me
and a ruthless horde seek after my life;
they have not set you before their eyes. R
But you, Lord, are gracious and full of
compassion,
slow to anger and full of kindness and
truth.
Turn to me and have mercy upon me;
give your strength to your servant
and save the child of your handmaid.
Show me a token of your favour,
that those who hate me may see it and
be ashamed;
because you, O Lord, have helped and
comforted me. R
SECOND READING
Romans 8:12-25
A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Romans.
Brothers and sisters, we are debtors,
not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh – for if you live according to the
flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you
put to death the deeds of the body, you
will live. For all who are led by the Spirit
of God are children of God. For you did
not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back
into fear, but you have received a spirit of
adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!”
it is that very Spirit bearing witness with
our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs, heirs of God
and joint heirs with Christ – if, in fact,
we suffer with him so that we may also
be glorified with him. I consider that the
sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory about to
be revealed to us. For the creation waits
with eager longing for the revealing of
the children of God; for the creation was
subjected to futility, not of its own will
but by the will of the one who subjected
it, in hope that the creation itself will be
set free from its bondage to decay and
will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. We know that the whole
creation has been groaning in labour
pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we
wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now

hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for
what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.
GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30. 36-43
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Jesus put before the crowd another
parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good
seed in his field; but while everybody
was asleep, an enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and then went
away. So when the plants came up and
bore grain then the weeds appeared as
well. And the slaves of the householder
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you
not sow good seed in your field? Where,
then, did these weeds come from?’ He
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The
slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us
to go and gather them?’ But he replied,
‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with them. Let
both of them grow together until the
harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather
the wheat into my barn.’” Then Jesus
left the crowds and went into the house.
And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds
of the field.” He answered, “The one
who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man; the field is the world, and the good
seed are the children of the kingdom; the
weeds are the children of the evil one and
the enemy who sowed them is the devil;
the harvest is the end of the age, and
the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds
are collected and burned up with fire, so
will it be at the end of the age. The Son
of Man will send his angels, and they will
collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin
and all evildoers, and they will throw them
into the furnace of fire, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then
the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with
ears listen!”
POST COMMUNION
God of our pilgrimage,
you have led us to the living water:
refresh and sustain us
as we go forward on our journey,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Online book of remembrance opened at St Paul’s
St Paul’s Cathedral has launched Remember Me, an online book of remembrance for all those who have been living
in the UK who have died as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. People of all faiths, beliefs or none are invited to
contribute to Remember Me. HRH The Prince of Wales, who recorded a video message, said: “This virtual book of
Sunday. The Revised Common Lectionary is copyright © the Consultation on Common Texts, 1992. The Christian Year: Calendar, Lectionary and Collects, 1997,
remembrance
is here
not
just (the
to Church
recall
our loss
and
but
alsopublished
to beas thankful
for everything good that those we
which includes The Common
Worship
Lectionary
of England’s
adaptations
of thesorrow,
Revised Common
Lectionary,
the Principal Service
redemp
orist
and the compilation of Collects and Post Communion Prayers, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council, and material from it is reproduced with permission.
haveLectionary)
loved
brought
into
our
lives.”
Bible readings from NRSV published by Mowbray and used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © Redemptorist Publications Wolf's Lane Chawton
p u b l i c a t i o n s
Hampshire GU34 3HQ. A Registered Charity limited by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk Email rp@rpbooks.co.uk
Family, friends and carers of those who have died can submit, free of charge, the name, photograph and a short
message in honour of a deceased person via the Remember Me website. The deceased person must have been
living in the UK. Remember Me will be open for entries for as long as needed. It is intended that the Remember
Me site will become a physical memorial at the Cathedral.
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Sunday

26 July 2020

COLLECT
Lord of all power and might,
the author and giver of all good things:
graft in our hearts the love of your name,
increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness,
and of your great mercy keep us in the
same;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5-12
A reading from the first book of Kings.
At Gibeon the LORD appeared to
Solomon in a dream by night; and God
said, “Ask what I should give you.” And
Solomon said, “You have shown great
and steadfast love to your servant my
father David, because he walked before
you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and
in uprightness of heart towards you; and
you have kept for him this great and
steadfast love, and have given him a
son to sit on his throne today. And now,
O LORD my God, you have made your
servant king in place of my father David,
although I am only a little child; I do not
know how to go out or come in. And
your servant is in the midst of the people
whom you have chosen, a great people,
so numerous they cannot be numbered
or counted. Give your servant therefore
an understanding mind to govern your
people, able to discern between good
and evil; for who can govern this your
great people?” It pleased the Lord that
Solomon had asked this. God said to
him, “Because you have asked this, and
have not asked for yourself long life or
riches, or for the life of your enemies, but
have asked for yourself understanding to
discern what is right, I now do according
to your word. Indeed I give you a wise
and discerning mind; no one like you has
been before you and no one like you
shall arise after you.”
PSALM Psalm 119:129-136
R The opening of your word gives light.
Your testimonies are wonderful;
therefore my soul keeps them.
The opening of your word gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple. R
I open my mouth and draw in my breath,
as I long for your commandments.

Seventh Sunday after Trinity

Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as is your way with those who love
your name. R
Order my steps by your word,
and let no wickedness have dominion
over me.
Redeem me from earthly oppressors
so that I may keep your commandments. R
Show the light of your countenance upon
your servant
and teach me your statutes.
My eyes run down with streams of water,
because the wicked do not keep your
law. R
SECOND READING
Romans 8:26-end
A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Romans.
The Spirit helps us in our weakness;
for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes
with sighs too deep for words. And God,
who searches the heart, knows what is
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to
the will of God. We know that all things
work together for good for those who
love God, who are called according to his
purpose. For those whom he foreknew
he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, in order that
he might be the firstborn within a large
family. And those whom he predestined
he also called; and those whom he called
he also justified; and those whom he
justified he also glorified. What then are
we to say about these things? If God is
for us, who is against us? He who did not
withhold his own Son, but gave him up
for all of us, will he not with him also give
us everything else? Who will bring any
charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ
Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who
is at the right hand of God, who indeed
intercedes for us. Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship,
or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is
written, “For your sake we are being killed
all day long; we are accounted as sheep
to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to

come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
GOSPEL Matthew 13:31-33. 44-52
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Jesus put before the crowd another
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like
a mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in his field; it is the smallest of
all the seeds, but when it has grown it
is the greatest of shrubs and becomes
a tree, so that the birds of the air come
and make nests in its branches.” He told
them another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven is like yeast that a woman took
and mixed in with three measures of flour
until all of it was leavened. The kingdom
of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field, which someone found and hid; then
in his joy he goes and sells all that he has
and buys that field. Again, the kingdom
of heaven is like a merchant in search of
fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had
and bought it. Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a net that was thrown into
the sea and caught fish of every kind;
when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat
down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad. So it will be at the
end of the age. The angels will come out
and separate the evil from the righteous
and throw them into the furnace of
fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. Have you understood
all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he
said to them, “Therefore every scribe
who has been trained for the kingdom of
heaven is like the master of a household
who brings out of his treasure what is
new and what is old.”
POST COMMUNION
Lord God, whose Son is the true vine and
the source of life,
ever giving himself that the world may
live:
may we so receive within ourselves the
power of his death and passion
that, in his saving cup, we may share his
glory and be made perfect in his love;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for
ever.

Sunday. The Revised Common Lectionary is copyright © the Consultation on Common Texts, 1992. The Christian Year: Calendar, Lectionary and Collects, 1997,
which includes The Common Worship Lectionary (the Church of England’s adaptations of the Revised Common Lectionary, published as the Principal Service
Lectionary) and the compilation of Collects and Post Communion Prayers, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council, and material from it is reproduced with permission.
Bible readings from NRSV published by Mowbray and used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © Redemptorist Publications Wolf's Lane Chawton
Hampshire GU34 3HQ. A Registered Charity limited by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk Email rp@rpbooks.co.uk

redemp orist

p u b l i c a t i o n s
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Sunday 12 July 2020
Matthew 13:1-23
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jesus tells a story about a man

My name is

GROW STRONG
Finding good soil. The sower scattered seeds on the ground.
Find the right way so the seeds fall into the good soil.

who sows some seeds. The
seeds fall on the path, on rocks,
in thorns and on good soil.
Only the seeds that fall on soil
grow to become healthy plants.
Those who listen to God’s word
and grow in love are like seeds
in the good soil.

I am like the seed growing
on good soil when I…

1
2
4

snatch

3

care
sulk

share
R
E

How many
seeds?
A man sowed some
seeds. Can you count
how many seeds fell
on the path, in the
rocks, in the
thorns, or on
the good soil?

p u b l i c a t i o n s

T
V

THORNS
HARVEST
PATH
SEED
LOVE

redemp orist

P

help

Cross out the love
words that
don’t belong.
Join the dots to help the seed
grow into a strong, healthy plant.

Dear Jesus, sometimes I

know the right thing to do but
don’t want to do it. At times like
these, I am like the hard path,
the rocks or the thorn bushes.
Help me to be like the good soil
and do the right thing, so that I
can grow to be a good, strong,
kind person. Amen.

Answers: How many seeds: path = 3; rocks = 4; thorns = 2; good soil = 6.

Fit the words
into the grid

Look. Written by Moire O’Sullivan. Design by Anna Davie/Louise Hilton. Edited by Rachel Thompson. Published by Redemptorist Publications Chawton Hampshire GU34 3HQ.
Copyright © Redemptorist Publications. A registered charity. www.rpbooks.co.uk. Printed on FSC paper.
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Sunday 19 July 2020
Matthew 13:24-43
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jesus tells the story of a man

My name is

DO GOOD!

Separating the weeds from the wheat
Someone has sown weeds
in amongst the wheat

Can you
count how
many weeds are
hidden within
the wheat?

who sowed good seed in a field.
When everyone was asleep, his
enemy went and sowed weeds
there too. The farmer let both the
wheat and weeds grow together
until harvest time. Only then did
he separate them out.

Safe and sheltered
Jesus tells us that the
kingdom of God is like a
mustard seed that grows into
a big, strong tree.

God’s amazing kingdom
The kingdom
of God is
might have
very small
beginnings,
but it
can make
amazing
things happen!

Match up the small item on the top
with the big thing that it becomes.
Join the dots and
watch the tree grow!

Keep the harvest safe
Help the farmer to put his
wheat safely into
the barn.

redemp orist

p u b l i c a t i o n s

D

ear Jesus, at times I am like
the field with both good seed
and weeds growing in my heart.
Help me to look after the good
seed so that I can be full of love
to share with the people I meet.
Amen.

Do good: four weeds.

Follow the
orange
paths.
Avoid the
fires that are
there to burn
the weeds.

Look. Written by Moire O’Sullivan. Design by Anna Davie/Louise Hilton. Edited by Rachel Thompson. Published by Redemptorist Publications Chawton Hampshire GU34 3HQ.
Copyright © Redemptorist Publications. A registered charity. www.rpbooks.co.uk. Printed on FSC paper.
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High Days and Holy Days
July 22nd The Other Mary - By the Revd
Canon David Winter
As the traditional Easter story is remembered
again this month, you may notice that there is one
name that frequently occurs. It is that of the ‘other’
Mary – not the mother of Jesus but Mary of
Magdala, who stood by her at the cross and
became the first human being, male or female,
actually to meet the risen Christ. That’s quite a
record for a woman who, the Gospels tell us, had
been delivered by Jesus from ‘seven devils’. As a
result, her devotion to Him was total and her grief
at His death overwhelming.
In church history Mary Magdalene became the
‘fallen woman’, a harlot who was rescued and
forgiven by Jesus. And while there is no evidence
to prove she was a ‘fallen woman’, the contrast is
sublime: Mary the virgin mother, the symbol of
purity and Mary Magdalene, the scarlet woman
who was saved and forgiven, the symbol of
redemption. Surely, we all fall somewhere between
those two extremes.
What we do know is that the two Marys stood
together at the cross, the Blessed Virgin and the
woman rescued from who knows what darkness
and despair.
The second great moment for her was as
unexpected as it was momentous. She had gone
with other women to the tomb of Jesus and found
it empty. An angelic figure told them that Jesus
was not there, He had risen – and the others
drifted off. But Mary stayed, reluctant to leave it
like that. She became aware of a man nearby,
whom she took to be the gardener. She explained
to Him that the body of ‘her Lord’ had been taken
away and she didn’t know where to find Him.
The man simply said her name ‘Mary’ and she
instantly realised it was Jesus. She made to hug
Him, but He told her not to touch Him because His
resurrection was not yet complete. She was,
however, to go to the male disciples and tell them
she had met Him. She did – but they couldn’t
believe her.
Her words – ‘I have seen the Lord’ – echo down
the centuries, the very beating heart of the
Christian gospel.

25th July St James the Apostle apostle to Spain
James and his brother John were sons of Zebedee
and fishermen from Galilee - the ‘sons of thunder’,
as the gospel writers describe their impetuous
characters and fiery tempers.

James stands out on three accounts: he was one
of the three disciples who witnessed the
Transfiguration of Christ. Jesus took him, along
with Peter and John, to ‘watch’ with him in the
garden of Gethsemane. Finally, he went on to be
the first apostle to die for the Christian faith, when
in AD 44 King Herod Agrippa put him to the sword
in Jerusalem at Passover time.
In the centuries following his death, James
became associated with the evangelising of Spain,
and as a powerful defender of Christianity against
the Moors. The heyday of the cult of Santiago de
Compostela was from the 12th to the 15th century,
and the pilgrimage to Compostela became one of
the most important of medieval Christendom. This
in time transformed the iconography of James, and
his emblems became the pilgrim’s hat and the
scallop-shell of Compostela. Over 400 English
churches have been dedicated to James.

29th July Olaf – king & patron saint
of Norway
If you led a wild life before your conversion, then
Olaf is the saint for you. Indeed, anything you have
done could hardly match him, for he was a brigand
and pirate who roamed the Baltic and Normandy
around 1015 AD, maiming and killing, stealing and
destroying, feared by all.
Then on one particular raid off Normandy, Olaf met
his match: he boarded a ship with Christians on it
and was converted to Christianity. The shock of
this sent him inland, off the ships, to England,
where he joined forces with Ethelred II for a time.
But soon his entrepreneurial spirit was asserting
itself, and an ambition was born: to return to
Norway and convert the country to Christianity.
Olaf was never a man to do things meekly: he
sailed for Norway and, helped by his own military
ability and the flight of his rivals, seized power and
became King. Once king, Olaf gave his subjects
peace and security. He remade old laws, and
insisted on their just execution, ignoring all bribes
or threats.
Above all, Olaf began to convert the country. He
was helped by a number of Viking converts and
English monks who were missionaries to Norway.
But the old paganism was strong in many places,
and soon there was a rebellion. Olaf was exiled in
1029 and died the following year in a battle to
regain his throne.
He was buried, but his story did not end there. For
Christianity had established a foothold that would
grow and grow. And it was soon reported that
springs of healing water flowed from Olaf’s grave,
and miracles happened. So Grimkell, the English
bishop of Trondheim, built a chapel on the site of
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his grave and declared him a saint. Olaf’s cult
grew in popularity until by 1070 his feast day was
celebrated throughout Scandinavia. He was
popular in England too, with about 40 ancient
churches dedicated to him, possibly due to
benefactors of Viking origin.

31st July St Joseph of Arimathea –
the man who buried Jesus
Have you ever suffered from gossip? Ever
discovered that people are saying some really wild
things about you? If so, Joseph of Arimathea
would understand – and sympathise with you.
This decent, godly man of the gospels seems to
have fired the imaginations of all sorts of odd
people down the centuries.
Joseph was a rich, prominent member of the ruling
Jewish council – the Sanhedrin. Mark’s gospel
describes him as having been ‘waiting for the
kingdom of God’ for years, and even being a
secret disciple of Jesus. He played no part in the
trial or crucifixion. When Jesus was pronounced
dead, Joseph had the seniority needed to
approach Pilate for the body – and get it. Near to
where Jesus had been crucified there was a
garden, and in the garden a new tomb, cut deep in
the rock. Joseph himself already owned it – and it
was still new and empty. So Joseph laid Jesus
there, and wrapped him in a linen cloth, according
to Jewish burial custom. Joseph did not bury
Jesus alone - Nicodemus helped him, while some
women who had followed Jesus trailed miserably
behind.
Matthew tells us that the last thing Joseph did for
Jesus was to sadly roll a big stone across the
entrance to the tomb, and then go away. With that,
Joseph passes out of history - and into legend.
For in the centuries that followed, Joseph was
swept up into the Legend of the Holy Grail, the
Legend of Glastonbury, and even bits of the
Arthurian legends. It was said that the Holy Thorn,
which flowers at Christmas, had sprung from his
staff.
The mind boggles at what Joseph would have
made of it all. One suspects he would have
preferred to stick to the simple, but far better, true
story: as having had the immense, unique privilege
of laying the body of Jesus Christ in the tomb.
Even if Jesus didn’t stay very long!

30th July William Wilberforce,
Olaudah Equiano & Thomas
Clarkson
During the 18th century many people in England
were involved in the campaign to abolish the slave
trade. The CofE remembers especially William
Wilberforce, Olaudah Equiano and Thomas
Clarkson - three very different but all tireless
campaigners against the evil practice.
Thomas Clarkson (1760-1846) was an Anglican
clergyman and one of the most prominent of the
anti-slavery campaigners. In 1787 he helped form
the first Abolitionist Committee, and his energy and
hatred of injustice made him a ‘moral steamengine’. He travelled hundreds of miles, gathering
evidence from people caught up in the slave trade,
from ship captains to doctors.
Olaudah Equianon (1745 – 1797) had been
kidnapped in Nigeria, sold into slavery and sent to
the West Indies. When he finally escaped, he
made his way to London and became one of the
most prominent black campaigners. His brutal
autobiography of 1789 ran to nine reprints, and
was translated into many languages, bringing
home to people the horrors of the slave trade.
William Wilberforce (1759 – 1833), of course,
became the main figurehead in Parliament. He
came from a wealthy family in Kingston-upon-Hull,
and represented the town in Parliament. He was
recruited by Thomas Clarkson, who saw the need
for a brilliant advocate within Parliament.
Wilberforce was an inspired choice: not only
wealthy and well- connected, but a gifted orator
with a social conscience, especially after his
conversion in 1785. He made his first speech in
Parliament against slavery in 1789, but it was not
until 1807, after a debate that raged for many
years, that the Abolition Act was finally passed.
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July 2020 Crossword
(answers on the next news sheet)

Across
1 ‘I pray that out of his glorious — he may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in
your inner being’ (Ephesians 3:16) (6)
4 ‘Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner were sons
of Abiel’ (1 Samuel 14:51) (6)
7 ‘Praise the Lord, O my — ’ (Psalm 103:1) (4)
8 See 5 Down
9 Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8)
13 ‘Who of you by worrying can — a single hour
to his life?’ (Luke 12:25) (3)
16 Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13)
17 ‘Your young men will see visions, your — men
will dream dreams’ (Acts 2:17) (3)
19 How David described his Lord (Psalm 19:14)
(8)
24 ‘If this city is built and its — — restored, you
will be left with nothing in Trans-Euphrates’ (Ezra
4:16) (5,3)
25 ‘The holy Scriptures, which are able to make
you — for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15) (4)
26 Intended destination of arrows (Lamentations
3:12) (6)
27 Eve hit (anag.) (6)

Down
1 ‘For I am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find — for your souls’ (Matthew 11:29) (4)
2 Where Peter was when he denied Christ three
times (Luke 22:55) (9)
3 Remarkable early 20th-century Indian
evangelist, a convert from Hinduism, — Sundar
Singh (5)
4 ‘Now the king had put the officer on whose
— — leaned in charge of the gate’ (2 Kings 7:17)
(3,2)
5 and 8 Across The Lover describes this facial
feature of the Beloved thus: ‘Your — is like the
tower of Lebanon looking towards — ’ (Song of
Songs 7:4) (4,8)
6 ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled
— your waist’ (Ephesians 6:14) (5)
10 Trout (anag.) (5)
11 Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians 5:14) (5)
12 The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes 10:3) (5)
13 One of the clans descended from Benjamin
(Numbers 26:38) (9)
14 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who
— bread into the bowl with me”’ (Mark 14:20) (4)
15 Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4)
18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5)
20 Precise (John 4:53) (5)
21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5)
22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4)
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as king of
the Babylonians, was one (Daniel 5:31) (4)
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