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Bridgerule, Hollacombe, Holsworthy and Pyworthy with Pancrasweek

17th May 2020 ~ Sixth SUNDAY OF EASTER (Rogation Sunday)
Priest in Charge: Mother Elizabeth Burke

Tel: 01409 255490

Email: elizabethmaburke@icloud.com

Sunday Morning Prayer at
10.30am
Online or by Phone

Mob: 07990 978485

ASCENSION DAY SERVICE
12 Noon 21st May 2020
On Facebook - click here

The link to join the service on line is;
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85395682131
Please just follow the instructions on the screen
It’s best if you accept the app

Or Zoom

By one tap mobile
+442030512874,,85395682131# United Kingdom

By one tap mobile
+442034815237,,81138185566# United Kingdom

By any phone
0203 051 2874 or 0203 481 5237
You will be asked for this meeting ID: 853
9568 2131

Do join in it’s really easy

The link to join the service on line is;
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81138185566

By any phone
+44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom
+44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom
Meeting ID: 811 3818 5566

Home Group - Wednesdays at 3pm, online or by phone - all welcome Stay in touch using Zoom
The link to join in is
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83212017012
Please just follow the instructions on the screen you do need to accept the app.
By one tap mobile
+441314601196,,83212017012# United Kingdom
By any phone
0131 460 1196 You will be asked for this Meeting ID: 853 9568 2131

Prayer Intentions

Sixth Sunday of Easter

~

Monday 18th May
~
Tuesday 19th May (Dunstan) ~
Wed 20th May (Alcuin)
~
ASCENSION DAY 21st May ~
Friday 22nd May
~
Saturday 23rd May
~

For vocations to Licensed Lay Ministry, Diocesan Ordinands and
Assistant Curates. All who live at Derril and Killatree.
Trust in God
Children
Forgiveness
For those who mourn loved ones
Married couples
Racial equality

Jackpot Draw Instructions while on lockdown
On sending a bacs email Helen Narborough on
hknarborough@btinternet.com letting her know,
the amount, name, address & phone number.
If you have entered before then you will be reallocated
the same Draw Number.
Or you will be given a new unique Draw Number.
Or send a cheque made payable to ‘PCC of Holsworthy
Parish Church’ with the above details and your email
address if you have one to Helen Narborough,
Lyndhurst, North Road, Holsworthy, EX22 6HB.
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High Days and Holy Days
17th May - RogaCon Sunday
(Sunday before Ascension)

21st May - Ascension Day:
40 Days with the Risen Christ
40 days after Easter comes Ascension Day. These are the
40 days during which the Risen Christ appeared again and
again to His disciples, following His death and
resurrection. (Matt 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 20.)
The Gospels give us little of Christ’s teachings and deeds
during those 40 days. Jesus was seen by numerous of His
disciples: on the road to Emmaus, by the Sea of Galilee, in
houses, etc. He strengthened and encouraged His disciples,
and at last opened their eyes to all that the Scriptures had
promised about the Messiah. Jesus also told them that as
the Father had sent Him, He was now going to send them to all corners of the earth, as His witnesses.

RogaXon means an asking of God - for blessing on the
seed and land for the year ahead. It is appropriate in
any emergency, war, plague, drought or foul weather.
The pracXce began with the Romans, who invoked the
help of the gods Terminus and Ambarvalia. In those
days a crowd moved in procession around the
cornﬁelds, singing and dancing, sacriﬁcing animals, and
driving away Winter with sXcks. They wanted to rid the
cornﬁelds of evil.
In about 465 the Western world was suﬀering from
earthquake, storm and epidemic. So MamerXus,
Bishop of Vienne, aware of the popular pagan custom,
ordered that prayers should be said in the ruined or
neglected ﬁelds on the days leading up to Ascension.
With his decision, ‘beaXng the bounds’ became a
ChrisXan ceremonial.
RogaXon-Xde arrived in England early in the eighth
century and became a ﬁxed and perennial asking for
help of the ChrisXan God.
On RogaXon-Xde, a liele party would set out to trace
the boundaries of the parish. At the head marched the
bishop or the priest, with a minor oﬃcial bearing a
Cross, and ager them the people of the parish, with
schoolboys and their master trailing along. Most of
them held slender wands of willow.
At certain points along the route - at well-known
landmarks like a bridge or sXle or ancient tree, the
Cross halted, the party gathered about the priest, and a
litany or rogaXon is said, imploring God to send
seasonable wealth, keep the corn and roots and
boughs in good health, and bring them to an ample
harvest. At some point beer and cheese would be
waiXng.
In the days when maps were neither common nor
accurate, there was much to be said for ‘beaXng the
bounds.’ It was sXll very common as late as the reign of
Queen Victoria. Certainly, parish boundaries rarely
came into dispute, for everyone knew them. (Do you
know yours today?)

Surely the most tender, moving ‘farewell’ in history took
place on Ascension Day. Luke records the story with great
poignancy: ‘When Jesus had led them out to the vicinity
of Bethany, He lifted up His hands - and blessed them.’
As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth, so
Ascension Day completes it, with His return to His Father
in heaven. Jesus’ last act on earth was to bless His
disciples. He and they had a bond as close as could be:
they had just lived through three tumultuous years of
public ministry and miracles – persecution and death –
and resurrection!
Just as we part from our nearest and dearest by still
looking at them with love and memories in our eyes, so
exactly did Jesus: ‘While He was blessing them, He left
them and was taken up into heaven.’ (Luke 24:50-1) He
was not forsaking them, but merely going on ahead to a
kingdom which would also be theirs one day: ‘I am
ascending to my Father and to your Father, to my God and
your God...’ (John 20:17)
The disciples were surely the most favoured folk in history.
Imagine being one of the last few people on earth to be
face to face with Jesus, and have Him look on you with
love. No wonder then that Luke goes on: ‘they
worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great
joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising
God.’ (Luke 24:52,53)
No wonder they praised God! They knew they would see
Jesus again one day! ‘I am going to prepare a place for
you... I will come back and take you to be with me that
you also may be where I am.’ (John 14:2,3) In the
meantime, Jesus had work for them to do: to take the
Gospel to every nation on earth.

Ascension Day Service
to Launch Thy Kingdom Come
The Archdeacon of Plymouth, Nick Shutt,
is leading a special Ascension Day
service which will be broadcast at 10am
on Thursday 21 May on our
website, Youtube and Facebook
channels. It features a specially written
new hymn and was filmed at the beautiful
St Michael de Rupe Church on Dartmoor.
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The Financial Position

Historians are beginning to use the term BC-AC: Before Covid - After Covid. Hope of a fast recovery
for the economy are fast disappearing as the rules for social distancing look to remain in place until
a vaccine is widely available. Another useful term at the moment would be During Covid - DC.
All the churches in the Holsworthy Benefice have to fund raise to keep afloat. For example
parish lunches, bingo, coffee mornings, even coffee after the service brings in much needed
funds. During this lock down all those fundraisers have come to an abrupt halt. Many of the
Diocesan staff and also some priests have been furloughed. Yet the church is still here and
alive. The cost of having a priest, insurance, bills, online resources continue.
I am immensely grateful to those who give regularly to their church though the Parish Giving
Scheme and Standing Orders. Those of you who normally put money into the plate, or use the
envelope system I pray are still putting this money to one side ready to give to your church.
This is a challenging time financially for many people, but we also know that some people’s
outgoings are a lot lower than normal. If everyone who reads this newsletter were able to give
an extra £5 per week and Gift Aid wherever possible, we’d be able to face the future with much
greater hope. Not everyone will give extra money or even be able to give what they have in the
past and some will be in a position to give much more, but if we can all push ourselves to give
whatever we can afford, and encourage our friends and neighbours to do the same, we stand a
real chance of coming through this pandemic with our churches surviving, praying, sharing the
Gospel, serving their parishes and being there for those important occasions.
Across the five parishes there are many different ways people contribute to the finances of the
churches. Through the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS), Standing Orders, Cheques, Cash and Bacs
(one off payment from your account to the church account). All are important.
If you usually give via the collection plate, by envelope or cash, please consider sending a
regular Bacs payment or cheque to your Treasurer during this lockdown, or join the Parish
Giving Scheme or start a new Standing Order. The details for each church are below.
If you are giving via the PGS you can increase the amount you are giving by any of the following;
• notify the Parish Giving Scheme by phone 0333 002 1260
• or email info@parishgiving.org.uk,
• or by writing to: Parish Giving Scheme, 76 Kingsholm Road, Gloucester GL1 3BD.
You will need to provide the following information:
• Your PGS reference number (see below)
• How much your existing gift is for
• What you would like it changed to
• When you would like the change to take effect from
If you are giving by Standing Order you can increase the amount directly with your bank.
To join the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) either go to the website to find out more
https://parishgiving.org.uk/register/ or ring them on 0333 002 1260.
The pressures on everyone are enormous and you are all very much in my prayers,
May God Bless You
Mother Elizabeth
Treasurer

Bridgerule
Hollacombe

Holsworthy

Pancrasweek

Pyworthy

Clarice Harris

Treasurer’s Address

Cheques made
payable to

Bank

Highlands, Bridgerule, P.C.C Bridgerule
Lloyds
Ex22 7EA
Julie Isaac
Cornish View,
Hollacombe Parish Natwest
Hollacombe,
Church
Bank
EX22 6NW
Helen
Lyndhurst, North
PCC of Holsworthy Natwest
Narborough
Road, Holsworthy,
Parish Church
Bank
EX22 6HB
Robert Wright
Headon Farm,
Pancrasweek
Natwest
Pancrasweek
Church fund
Bank
Holsworthy
EX22 7JF
Carol Ley
Kestor, Pyworthy,
Pyworthy PCC
Lloyds
Holsworthy,
PLC
EX22 6UQ

Sort
Code

Account
Number

30-94-91

PGS
Reference
number
00465205
N/A

53-50-52

05007097 150615246

53-50-52

05007216 151502471

53-50-52

50111051 151502532

30-94-91

00465752 151502531
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Sunday

17 May 2020

COLLECT
God our redeemer,
you have delivered us from the power
of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of
your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has
recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us he
may raise us to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
FIRST READING
(Alternative readings)
The reading from Acts must be used as
either the first or second reading.
Acts 17:22-31
A reading from the Acts of the
Apostles.
Then Paul stood in front of the
Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see
how extremely religious you are in every
way. For as I went through the city and
looked carefully at the objects of your
worship, I found among them an altar
with the inscription, ‘To an unknown
god.’ What therefore you worship as
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God
who made the world and everything in
it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in shrines made by human
hands, nor is he served by human hands,
as though he needed anything, since
he himself gives to all mortals life and
breath and all things. From one ancestor
he made all nations to inhabit the whole
earth, and he allotted the times of their
existence and the boundaries of the
places where they would live, so that they
would search for God and perhaps grope
for him and find him – though indeed
he is not far from each one of us. For
‘In him we live and move and have our
being’; as even some of your own poets
have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought
not to think that the deity is like gold,
or silver, or stone, an image formed by
the art and imagination of mortals. While
God has overlooked the times of human
ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, because he has
fixed a day on which he will have the
world judged in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed, and of this he
has given assurance to all by raising him
from the dead.”

Or Genesis 8:20–9:17
PSALM Psalm 66:7-end
R All the earth shall worship you,
O Lord.
Bless our God, O you peoples;
make the voice of his praise to be
heard,
Who holds our souls in life
and suffers not our feet to slip. R
For you, O God, have proved us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.
You brought us into the snare;
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
You let enemies ride over our heads;
we went through fire and water;
but you brought us out into a place of
liberty. R
I will come into your house with burnt
offerings and will pay you my vows,
which my lips uttered and my mouth
promised when I was in trouble.
I will offer you fat burnt sacrifices
with the smoke of rams;
I will sacrifice oxen and goats. R
Come and listen, all you who fear God,
and I will tell you what he has done for
my soul.
I called out to him with my mouth
and his praise was on my tongue. R
If I had nursed evil in my heart,
the Lord would not have heard me,
But in truth God has heard me;
he has heeded the voice of my prayer.
Blessed be God, who has not rejected
my prayer,
nor withheld his loving mercy from me. R
SECOND READING
(Alternative readings)
Either 1 Peter 3:13-end
A reading from the first letter of Peter.
Who will harm you if you are eager to
do what is good? But even if you do
suffer for doing what is right, you are
blessed. Do not fear what they fear,
and do not be intimidated, but in your
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be
ready to make your defence to anyone
who demands from you an account of
the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and reverence. Keep your
conscience clear, so that, when you are
maligned, those who abuse you for
your good conduct in Christ may be
put to shame. For it is better to suffer
for doing good, if suffering should be
God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil.

Sixth Sunday of Easter
For Christ also suffered for sins once for
all, the righteous for the unrighteous,
in order to bring you to God. He was
put to death in the flesh, but made
alive in the spirit, in which also he went
and made a proclamation to the spirits
in prison, who in former times did not
obey, when God waited patiently in
the days of Noah, during the building
of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight
persons, were saved through water.
And baptism, which this prefigured,
now saves you – not as a removal of
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to
God for a good conscience, through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who
has gone into heaven and is at the right
hand of God, with angels, authorities,
and powers made subject to him.
Or Acts 17:22-31 (as above)
GOSPEL John 14:15-21
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to John.
Jesus said to his disciples: “If you love
me, you will keep my commandments.
And I will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Advocate, to be
with you for ever. This is the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him, because he abides
with you, and he will be in you. I will
not leave you orphaned; I am coming
to you. In a little while the world will
no longer see me, but you will see me;
because I live, you also will live. On
that day you will know that I am in my
Father, and you in me, and I in you.
They who have my commandments and
keep them are those who love me; and
those who love me will be loved by my
Father, and I will love them and reveal
myself to them.”
POST COMMUNION
God our Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water
of eternal life:
may we thirst for you,
the spring of life and source of
goodness,
through him who is alive and reigns,
now and for ever.

Sunday. The Revised Common Lectionary is copyright © the Consultation on Common Texts, 1992. The Christian Year: Calendar, Lectionary and Collects, 1997, which
includes The Common Worship Lectionary (the Church of England’s adaptations of the Revised Common Lectionary, published as the Principal Service Lectionary)
and the compilation of Collects and Post Communion Prayers, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council, and material from it is reproduced with permission.
Bible readings from NRSV published by Mowbray and used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © Redemptorist Publications Wolf's Lane Chawton
Hampshire GU34 3HQ. A Registered Charity limited by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk Email rp@rpbooks.co.uk

redemp orist

p u b l i c a t i o n s
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Sunday 17 May 2020
John 14:15-21
6th Sunday of Easter

"
My name is

SPECIAL FRIEND
Can you find these words from today’s Gospel?

FRIEND
HOLY
SPIRIT
LOVE
KNOW
JESUS
KEEP
US
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If you love me”, Jesus says

to his disciples, “you will keep
doing all the good things I have
told you”. Jesus then tells them
that he will leave them a very
special friend, the Holy Spirit.
We may not see the Holy Spirit,
but we will know the Holy Spirit
who lives in us and will help us.

Daily challenge
This box has
some loving
actions on its
sides.

Add your own
ideas on the
blank sides
and
colour
it in.

Colour in
the sections with a
dot and you will find a
symbol of the special
friend Jesus promised,
the Holy Spirit.

Who is
hidden?

CUT HERE

7
1

The disciples are trying to
work out one of Jesus’
commandments.
Can you
help them
by putting
the letters
they have
caught in
the right
order?

10
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9

11

12
R

A

3

8

N
O

Ask a grown up to help you cut
it out and fold into a little box.
You can roll the box each day
and then do the loving action!
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p u b l i c a t i o n s

2

11
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12 3

8

6

10

ear Jesus, I love you and I
know you love me too. Walk with
me always and show me how to
be kind and loving. Amen.

Answers: Keep my commandments: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

Keep my commandments

Look. Written by Lisa Byrne. Design by Anna Davie/Louise Hilton. Edited by Rachel Thompson. Published by Redemptorist Publications. Copyright ©
Redemptorist Publications, Chawton, Hampshire GU34 3HQ, A registered charity limited by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk.

Webpage ~ www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk Page 5 Facebook Page ~ Holsworthy Benefice

Pause & Pray
Each day at 11am,
there is a short video
reflection entitled
‘Pause and Pray’
posted on the diocesan
Facebook and You
Tube channels, make
yourself a cuppa and
take a couple of
minutes out of your day
to pray.
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A Couple of Book Reviews
The Lion Storyteller Bible –
25th anniversary
By Bob Hartman and KriszCna Kallai Nagy, Lion
Children, £19.99
The original Lion Storyteller
Bible broke new ground in its
presentaXon of Bible stories.
Over the past 25 years it has
been a best-seller, translated
into 11 languages.
This is the Bible used by the
Open The Book team when
they enact the stories on a
Wednesday at Holsworthy
Primary School.
This new edition of the Storyteller Bible integrates more
than 70 Bible story retellings from the Old and New
Testaments and also includes a useful appendix of Bob
Hartman’s hints and tips for storytelling. Newly
commissioned illustrations throughout have captured the
warmth and appeal as those in the first edition in 1995.
This might be a great book for you to order for your
children just now.
Where is God in a Coronavirus World?
By John Lennox, The Good Book Company, £2.48
We are living through a unique, era-deﬁning period.
Many of our old certainXes have gone, whatever our
view of the world and whatever our beliefs. The
coronavirus pandemic and its eﬀects are perplexing

and unseeling for all of us. How do we begin to think it
through and cope with it?
In this short yet profound book, Oxford mathemaXcs
professor John Lennox examines the coronavirus in
light of various belief systems and shows how the
ChrisXan worldview not only helps us to make sense of
it, but also oﬀers us a sure and certain hope to cling to.
John Lennox explains: "This book consists of my
reﬂecXons on what we are experiencing right now...I
would invite you, the reader, to view the book like this:
we are siung in a coﬀee shop (if only we could!) and
you have asked me the quesXon on the book cover. I
put down my coﬀee cup and aeempt to give you an
honest answer. What follows is what I would try to say
in order to convey some comfort, support and hope."
John Lennox is an Emeritus
Professor of MathemaXcs at
the University of Oxford and
Emeritus Fellow in
MathemaXcs and the
Philosophy of Science at
Green Templeton College. He
is also an Associate Fellow of
the Said Business School and
an Adjunct Lecturer for The
Oxford Centre for ChrisXan
ApologeXcs. He has been part
of numerous public debates
defending the ChrisXan faith
against well-known atheists
including Richard Dawkins,
Christopher Hitchens and Peter Singer.
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Prayers to use at this time;
For those who are ill
Merciful God, we entrust to your
tender care those who are ill or in
pain, knowing that whenever danger
threatens your everlasting arms are
there to hold them safe. Comfort and
heal them, and restore them to
health and strength; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
For hospital staff and medical
researchers
Gracious God, give skill, sympathy
and resilience to all who are caring
for the sick, and your wisdom to
those searching for a cure.
Strengthen them with your Spirit,
that through their work many will be
restored to health; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Bless you?

Holsworthy Benefice
Wednesday 27th 2-4pm

People used to say ‘bless you’ if you
sneezed. Nowadays they might say
something ruder! We live in troubled
times.
Some say that the expression started in
Rome, when plague broke out. Sneezing
was one of the plague's main symptoms,
and Pope Gregory I suggested that a tiny
prayer in the form of saying, "God bless
you" after a sneeze would protect the
person from death. Sadly, that does not
always work, but we can still remind
ourselves of Psalm 91: 4-6
He will cover you with his feathers, and
under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness will be your shield and
rampart.
You will not fear the terror of night, nor
the arrow that flies by day,
nor the pestilence that stalks in the
darkness, nor the plague that destroys at
midday.
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