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If you have anything you would like to be considered for publication in our
magazine please give it to the editor by the 20th of the preceding month.
It can be sent by email or hand written. Our printer in Bude can usually
reproduce photographs to a reasonable standard. If you want any hard
copy or pictures returned please ensure your name and address is on the
back.

This magazine is produced for the churches of St. Peter and St. Paul Holsworthy; St.
Bridget’s, Bridgerule; St. Petroc, Hollacombe; St. Swithun, Pyworthy; St. Pancras,
Pancrasweek; and is the only publication promoting the views and vision of the benefice.
The contents of this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the individual PCC’s
but are those of individual contributors.

Supporting our Advertisers
The advertisers in this magazine cover the cost of production so that we are able to
distribute it free of charge. Whilst pleased to welcome advertisements, the PCC’s of
the United Churches of the Holsworthy Benefice cannot offer endorsement of any
specific advertiser or event.
…but if you respond to one of our advertisers please tell them you saw their advert
in our Benefice Magazine.
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From the rectory
As I sit looking out of the Rectory lounge window, reflecting on the harvest
thanksgivings that have taken place in the Benefice I can see all the changes of
Autumn beginning to happen. The crab apples are slowly turning red. The runner
beans are coming to the end of their harvest. The older needles on the fir trees
have turned brown and the leaves on the deciduous trees have turned and are
thinning.
During this harvest season we continue to give thanks to God for this wonderful
creation, and all that we gain from it. The autumn changes are a natural part of the
old giving way for the new. Yet the rapid changes in climate are anything but
natural and are not giving way for the new but damaging and killing creation. These
changes, most evident since World War II have come about from how we look
after the planet, or rather how we don’t look after the planet.
Dr Rowan Williams the previous Archbishop says this
“How then do we live as humans in a way that honours rather than endangers the life of
our planet? Genesis tells us that when we are called to relationship with our creator, we
are in the same moment summoned to responsibility for the non-human world.
That’s how we express and activate our relationship with the creator, our reality as made
in God’s image. In this way, the creator has joined together the sacredness of human life
with that of life itself. There is no way in which we can grasp human dignity and value it
independently of human life’s involvement with all other life, vegetable and animal.
To act so as to protect the future of the non-human world is both to accept a God-given
responsibility and appropriately to honour the special dignity given to humanity itself.”
(https://operationnoah.org/resources/operation-noah-annual-lecture-2009-rowan-williams/)
I’ve been saddened by the criticisms I’ve heard of the ‘School Strikes 4 Climate’ and
Greta Thunberg’s Friday school strike. I wonder if it’s because people don’t
understand what the strikes are really about? It is not about having a bamboo
tooth brush or a paper straw, it is far greater than that. It is demonstrating for
massive changes, the kind of changes that only governments can make happen.
Changes that enable us to continue to live the lives to which we are accustomed
but in a way that doesn’t destroy the planet.
The diocese has links with the Solomon Islands. One of the Islands had 1000
people living on it in 2002. Now it is barely above water.
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Photo by Marie Schlenker
Walande Island in 2019 - or what is left
of it. It's hard to imagine that this was a
village with 1,000 people back in 2002.
Marie is a PhD student researching
climate change impacts on small island
nations.

Saving creation, saving the gift that
God has given us must be worth a
bit of effort if we really are grateful
for all that God has given us. If we
come together to give thanks but then go away and carry on doing nothing about
saving the planet are we truly thankful?
Just think of the lovely countryside around us and all that we gain from it. We are
so fortunate to live in this area. We are privileged to be its custodians. Farmers
know this more than anyone else. It must be worth doing something to ensure
that future generations benefit from such a wonderful God given gift.
Yours in Christ

News from the Churches in our Benefice
St. Peter and St. Paul, Holsworthy
By Bob Beckford
Primary School Service for the academic year 2019 –
2020
Here is a list of all the services being held in our church for
Holsworthy C of E Primary School. All services start at 13:30.
Tuesday 8th October - Harvest
Tuesday 17th December - Christingle
Wednesday 26th February - Ash Wednesday
Thursday 26th March - Holy Week service
Tuesday 2nd June - Pentecost
Thursday 16th July - Leavers service
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Harvest Barn Dance

Sadly, despite being widely publicised we were unable to attract enough people to
be able to run a successful barn dance. It is a pity because now we will have to
find other ways to raise the money we need to carry out some of the exciting
projects we want to get on with and of course we still have to find the money for
the common fund request for 2019 which, whilst slightly less than last year, is still
a whopping £18,557. Thank you to everyone who did purchase a ticket, you
should have received your ticket money back by now. A big thank you also to my
fellow musicians and caller who declined other bookings in order to help us with
our fund raising.
Sunday Night Club
NEW for youth 13+ year olds. 1st and 3rd Sundays 6-8pm starting 6th October. If
you know of anyone in that age range who might be interested, please speak to
Mother Elizabeth or Ruth Jones (Ecumenical Youth Worker)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Friend’s of Holsworthy Parish Church St Peter’s
Monthly Jackpot Draw

The winners of the Draw, drawn on 20th September were –
1st Prize, £25.50 – ticket number 09, Dorothy from Sanctuary Road
2nd Prize, £5.10 – ticket number 75, Mel from Glebelands
You can still purchase a ticket and join in for the next 6 months, price of the ticket
to be included in the October is £6. Please speak to Helen Narborough our
treasurer or a member of the PCC if you would like to purchase a ticket.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

St. Petroc, Hollacombe
by Margaret Stacey

Light Bulb Moment
We recently had to replace some light bulbs at
Hollacombe Church and as they are positioned high in
the roof, one trip up the ladder per lamp is quite
sufficient. We were unsure of the exact fitting, there are
so many these days, but a visit to Mr Peter Shepherd at
S.W.Locksmiths in The Square and help was readily
available. He let us have some bulbs ‘on appro’ to try and
gave us a good price. We cannot thank him enough and
highly recommend his service. It is so good to find the
‘Old fashioned Service’ in a local trader. Thank You Mr
Shepherd
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A nice number gathered for the Harvest Thanksgiving Service on 22nd Sept, the
Rev Stuart Wilson was our guest preacher who delivered a cracking Harvest
Sermon. The auction of produce followed and supper was served by the ladies and
churchwardens.
Services for Oct/Nov
Sunday 6th October 3pm Evensong
Sunday 20th October 9.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 3rd November 3pm Evensong
Sunday 17th November 9.30am Holy Communion
Date For Diaries - Traditional Carol Service at 3pm. On Friday 27th
December followed by Seasonal Refreshments.

General News from The Parish Pump
Holsworthy Friendship Group
There is now a Friendship Group running in Holsworthy. It started on July 18th and
runs every second Thursday of the month. It is being held in the Blue Room at the
Methodist Church in Bodmin Street from 2:30 to 4:00pm. A chance to have a chat
and enjoy tea and cake.
Further details can be obtained from Michelle Hogarth - 07494687030

Calling all photographers out there – help us to win £5,000 for
your Benefice church
Don’t forget that, as mentioned in the August and September editions of this
magazine, Ecclesiastical Insurance has launched Parish Pixels - put your church in
the picture and it could win £5,000!
Budding photographers could be in with a chance of winning £5,000 as part of a
new competition launched by the UK’s leading church insurer.
The competition opened in June, and churches must submit their entries by 31st
October 2019. More information at: www.ecclesiastical.com/parishpixels
Okehampton Exeter Sunday Trains
If you made use of the Sunday train service between Okehampton and Exeter this
summer you may be interested to know that it has had its most successful season
on record, according to Devon County Council. It attracted more than 7,800
passenger trips during this year's summer season – the highest figure recorded over
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the past 18 years. The train operated every Sunday between May and September
with four journeys each way. Apparently, the track will have to be upgraded before
we can expect to see the return of a regular daily service.
Grant awarded for research into Messy Churches
The Church of England is to fund new research to help deepen the faith of families
and children attending ‘Messy Churches’ – non-traditional church gatherings that
attract tens of thousands of worshippers across the country.
A grant of £100,000 has been awarded to the Church of England’s Evangelism and
Discipleship Team to study deepening the discipleship of Messy Church
congregations. The study will be focused on Messy Churches in Bristol, Durham
and Hereford dioceses.
The Messy Church movement was set up by the Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) 15
years ago, offering mainly families and children food, activities such as arts, crafts
and sports and worship. The movement has spread across the world, with
churches meeting on Saturdays and weekdays as well as Sundays.
Insights from the work will be used to help inform the ongoing work of developing
new forms of church gatherings – known as ‘Fresh Expressions’ – in the Church of
England.
A recent Church of England background paper found that 50,000 people attend
2,000 Messy Churches in Anglican churches who do not normally engage with their
church.
The Church Army published research earlier this year showing that one in five – or
21% - of Messy Churches had held baptisms and 13% reported child or adult
confirmations.
Lucy Moore, Messy Church Founder and team leader, said: “We’re looking forward
to working together with the pioneering teams in each diocese to find out what
approaches make the most difference in coming closer to Christ, walking in his way
and growing the kingdom of heaven.
“It’s an unmissable opportunity for local teams to benefit from expert advice and
take part in something of international significance.”
Heather Cracknell, The Church of England’s Head of Development for Fresh
Expressions, said: “Messy Church has proved an excellent way to strengthen parish
mission by reaching those that traditional church finds it hard to connect with.
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“It is also a great way for people who wouldn’t call themselves pioneers to start
something new, with confidence in the materials they can draw on and the
supportive community they can be part of. And how encouraging the research
findings are: so many people discovering faith with their families.”
Tim Ling, Church Army’s Director of Learning and Development, said: “We are
excited to be partnering with the Church of England and BRF on this important
project, which builds on the outcomes of our previous Playfully Serious research.
“The action research process we are facilitating will help local Messy Church
leaders consider how best to deepen discipleship and generate valuable new
insights for the wider Church.”
Amazon Rainforest Fires
Recently responding to the fires in the Amazon rainforest, the Church of England's
lead bishop for Environmental Affairs, the Bishop of Salisbury, Nick Holtam, has
said:
"There is a climate emergency which does not know international boundaries. The
Amazon is a global resource as well as a national one.
“I have been asked to sign a variety of climate related petitions and letters. People
are concerned. So our politicians should be talking about it and finding ways to act
collectively.
“The economy is a wholly owned subsidiary of the environment. At the moment
there are so many initiatives to plant trees to help carbon capture. It is appalling to
see such large areas of rainforest burn.
"They destroy more than the trees. They destroy hope."
Our bankrupt young
The number of young people who go bankrupt has soared, increasing tenfold in just
three years. People from ‘Generation Z’ (aged 18 to 25) now make up one in 15 of
all personal insolvencies. Back in 2016 only one in 100 insolvencies involved a
young person.

As one accountant explained: “In this climate of low interest rates and relatively
easy access to credit, young people without financial experience may be more
susceptible to the temptations of easy money.” The rise of the gig economy and
zero-hours contracts have also played a big role, for without a regular income,
young people find it much more difficult to budget.
9

One third of young children have never been to the butcher’s or
greengrocer’s
That is the finding of a survey by Nationwide Building Society, who also found that
one in four youngsters of primary school age do not even know what a high street
is. More than half have never visited a laundromat, and nearly half have never been
to a florist or key-cutter.

The survey comes amidst concerns that the future of Britain’s high street is bleak.
A recent report by Retail Economics predicts that half of UK retail transactions will
be online within a decade, as opposed to a fifth of all transactions at present.
In the past ten years, a number of big chains have disappeared, including
Woolworths, BHS, and Toy R Us. Meanwhile Homebase and Marks & Spencer are
closing many shops, and profits have dropped at John Lewis.
And little wonder: the survey found that 75 per cent of children said that their
parents mostly shopped at a supermarket, and 40 per cent had parents who
shopped mostly online. Meanwhile, MPs are urging towns to develop a unique
selling point, in order to attract shoppers.
Housework
Who does most of the housework in your family? Probably the woman, if you are
like most families. That is the finding of a recent analysis of who does household
chores, carried out by University College London (UCL).

The study found that even among couples where the woman is more qualified and
has a more demanding job, she is still likely to do around half the housework.
However, where the man is better qualified and has a better-paid job, he is likely to
leave the majority of housework to his partner.
Therefore, it seems that despite the steady erosion of gender discrimination at
work, traditional opinions tend to carry on at home. The study, published in
Work, Employment and Society, found that fewer than seven per cent of couples
share the housework equally.
The rise of self-employment
Those aged over 50 now make up nearly half of all self-employed workers. That is
about 2.27 million people, up from 1.45 million a decade ago. And almost one in
five of the self-employed work-force is over 60.

There’s good reason why older people turn to self-employment. With a rising
state pension age and a longer life expectancy, they need the money. But
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companies tend to discriminate against older people who have had to take time out
of their careers, perhaps to look after grandchildren or an elderly relative. So
many older people have no choice but to venture into the world of selfemployment, to make ends meet.
But it is not all bad news. As one researcher points out: “Self-employment can
offer opportunities for flexible, fulfilling and rewarding work.”
The study was done by Rest Less, a jobs and advice site catering for older people.
Youthwork Gets A Boost With New SWYM Partnership
The Church of England in Devon is increasing its investment in youth work in the
county after signing-up to a new three year partnership with South West Youth
Ministries (SWYM).
The organisation places trainee children and youth workers with churches, local
ministries and school projects throughout the region.
It also resources local churches with training events, residential trips and provides
leadership development opportunities for young people.
SWYM, alongside Urban Saints, also runs the Spree weekend camp for 8-17 year
olds held annually in Devon.
Around 1400 children and young people from across the UK attended Spree 2019
at Exeter’s Westpoint Arena.
Paul Friend, Director of
SWYM, said: “After
working closely with the
Diocese of Exeter over
many years we are excited
to formalise a partnership
that opens up the chance
for churches and individuals
to access training and
support in churches right
across Devon.”
One of the key aims of the Diocese of Exeter is to engage better with children,
young people and their families.
Rev’d James Grier, the new Mission Enabler for the diocese, said: “At a time when
professional youth work and training are under pressure, we are incredibly
fortunate to have SWYM based in Devon.
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“The organisation is at the forefront of training and supporting youth and children’s
workers. They are national experts in the field and I couldn’t imagine a better
partnership to support and expand our youth work in the diocese.”
SWYM has been operating in Devon for over 20 years and currently has more than
50 trainees across the South West.
As part of the new partnership the diocese will be able to access training for
volunteers and paid children and youth workers.
It is also looking at using SWYM as a route for young people exploring their own
vocation into Christian ministry.
Rev’d Philip Sourbut, who leads the diocese Mission and Ministry team, said: “I am
delighted that the Diocese of Exeter will be working in close partnership with our
friends at SWYM and gaining from their enormous experience of working with
young people across the South West.”
Campaigners Form Christian Climate Action Group For Devon
A Devon Christian who is desperate to protect ‘our God-created planet’ and take
urgent action on climate chaos has spoken out about why she and other local
campaigners have formed a Devon branch of the Christian Climate Action (CCA)
group.
Liz Dunbar, who worships at Exeter Cathedral, joined Extinction Rebellion (XR)
and CCA last year to urge the Government, organisations and fellow citizens to act
upon the climate emergency that the planet faces.
Scientific consensus is that the climate is changing at an unprecedented rate
because of human activity, and this poses an imminent threat to the future of
humanity and other species. Liz said: “I think we have completely run out of time for
other methods.
“We feel called to take action to protect our God-created planet and to love our
neighbours who are already suffering.”
“We need all green organisations and Earth protectors to come together and be a joint
force to be reckoned with.
“The actions of all the governments alone in the world are not enough.”
Liz said she felt moved to join XR and CCA after hearing the Russian pop group Pussy Riot
speak at the Greenbelt festival.
“CCA is a broad and ecumenical community of Christians supporting each other in acts of
non-violent direct action and public witness, to highlight the climate crisis and urge
government, organisations and
fellow citizens to act.”
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Liz, who is studying for the Exeter Diocese Foundations in Christian Ministry course,
added: “We feel called to take action to protect our God-created planet and to love our
neighbours who are already suffering.
“Some people focus on CCA in their prayer life, some do lots of organising and logistics,
some do talks in churches around the country, some offer liturgy and creativity for on-thestreet protests, and others are willing to be arrested to get their message across.
“We believe that there is a biblical basis for this but recognise that not everyone is in a
position to risk arrest or the accompanying consequences.”
For more information, visit Christian Climate Action or
email christianclimateactiondevon* protonmail.com

Holsworthy Methodist Church
Thursday Group
Programme 2018/2019
2019
Oct 3rd “A YOUNG MAN’S JOURNEY” Bob Haining
Oct 17th “COOKING UP TROUBLE – FOOD FOR THOUGHT” Neal & Mary Street
Oct 31st “A LIGHT-HEARTED LOOK AT A COUNTRY BOY’S LIFE” Andrew Millman
Nov 14th “CHANGES I’VE SEEN” Gerry Szembek
Nov 28th “A HOLIDAY IN CHINA” John Addicott
Dec 12th “CHRISTMAS EVENING”
2020
Jan 2nd “FORMATION OF HOLSWORTHY TRAVEL” Ron Gerry
Jan 16th “THE MAN SHED & YOUTH CENTRE” John Allin
Jan 30th “MY JOURNEY TO HERE” Michelle Hogarth
Feb 13th “THE CINNAMON TRUST” Tricia Glover
Feb 27th “COMING UP FROM DOWN UNDER” Lynda and Cliff Vickery
March 12th “OLD LAUNCESTON” Rob Tremain
March 26th “THE MARATIME ISLANDS” John & Stella Burnard
April 9th “MAUNDY THURDAY COMMUNION” Clive Smale
April 23rd “A GAMES EVENING” Sylvia Simpson
May 7th “MY VISIT TO JAPAN” Christine Williams
May 21st AGM Followed by Hilary Vivian
All meetings at 7.30pm unless stated otherwise, for further information please contact
Doreen Buckingham (Tel: 253462)
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This chart was correct at the time we went to press. Please check on the back of your weekly service sheet for any lastminute changes or take a look at the Benefice Calendar on our www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk/services/benefice-calendar/

11am Harvest
Methodist Chapel

ALF
BLACKMAN
Builder
also Carpentry,
Plumbing, Decorating &
General Repairs
Tel: 01409 253158
Mob: 07774 672695

Second Nature

Musicians (and singers) Wanted

For Occasional Playing for free at
the Sunday Service in
Holsworthy Church

This is your chance to play with a
group of musicians.

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE FORESTRY
AND TREE CARE

Tree surgery & planting
Lawn mowing / Grass cutting
Hedge trimming
Grounds Clearance & Maintenance
Garden fencing
& more
COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
ONE OFF JOBS & ONGOING CONTRACTS
UNDERTAKEN
COMPLETE GROUNDS AND TREE CARE
PLEASE CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE OR EMAIL
US FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

07866468596 / 01837810735

If you are interested please
contact Mother Elizabeth on

enquiries*secondnature-devon.co.uk

01409 255490 or 07990 978485

A local company with professionalism as its
second nature

www.secondnature-devon.co.uk
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God in the Arts
Editor: The National Gallery at Trafalgar Square in London houses one of the finest collections
of European paintings in the world. It is home to 2,300 works spanning the centuries of artistic
creation. During this year we shall be journeying through the gallery to explore one of those
treasures each month. By the Rev Michael Burgess.

He gave us eyes to see them: ‘A Basket of Roses’ by Fantin-Latour
Thomas Moore wrote a haunting, melancholy song called ‘The Last Rose of
Summer.’ It is about love and friendships passing as the blossom wilts and summer
turns to autumn. Perhaps we know that feeling as we see the leaves falling and the
nights drawing in. But autumn is also the season of harvest celebrations when we
rejoice in the goodness of Creation. The last rose of summer may die, but there is
still much for which to give thanks to God.
We sense that in the bountiful array of roses that is this month’s painting in the
National Gallery. Fantin-Latour, a French artist who died in 1904, was famous for
the beauty and realism of his paintings of flowers. Here in ‘A Basket of Roses’ of
1890, the flowers tumble onto the table, a rich gathering of white, cream, apricot
and pink blossom.
Roses are traditionally signs of love, and that is at the heart of Thomas Moore’s
song. White roses stand for the purity of love, red for its sorrow, and gold for its
glory. Other poets may come to mind as we think of roses: the author of the Song
of Solomon or Robert Burns. This painting has its own poetry. The roses have been
brought into a Victorian drawing room, but their perfume and beauty call us back
into the garden where they grew in all their magnificence and splendour.
Each harvest we gather flowers, fruits and vegetables from our gardens and fields to
proclaim the goodness and generosity of God. In the same century as the artist
Fantin-Latour, Fr Faber wrote over 150 hymns praising the God of creation and the
God of our salvation. One hymn has the verse:
‘How wonderful creation is,
The work that Thou didst bless;
And, oh! what then must Thou be like,
Eternal loveliness!’
That is our theme as we ponder these
roses and think of the Harvest
Thanksgivings we shall offer in church this
autumn.
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October 2019 – Letter from St. James the Least of
All
The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his letters from ‘Uncle
Eustace’…
Happily, the Church of England still retains some singular
parish clergy. Take the parish of St. James-the-Least in the
county of C....... for example. Here the elderly Anglo-Catholic vicar, Eustace,
continues his correspondence to Darren, his nephew, a low-church curate recently
ordained…

On the peculiar stains and smells of old choir robes
The Rectory
St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
Our Lord said that we will always have some poor with
us; were He to have been speaking to the clergy that
day, I suspect He may well have said that we will always
have some awkward parishioners with us.
My cross at present is Mr and Mrs Wartleby, our resident
‘greens’, who have adopted ecological attitudes with
evangelical fervour.
They do not possess a car and travel everywhere on
bicycles, have installed a wind turbine, knit their own
muesli and I suspect use the village stream for washing.
I can picture Mrs W bashing her husband’s shirts on
stones on the riverbank while singing a native African
folk-song. Everything they wear is home-made; one has a
beard and smokes a pipe – possibly Mrs Wartleby.
Their helpful suggestions for church life have been
legion: the organ uses electricity unnecessarily and
should be replaced by a piano; the Rectory should be
sold and the money given away while I board with
parishioners on monthly rotation; we should only use
home-brewed alcoholic drinks at social functions –
clearly they have yet to sample Colonel Tewksbury’s
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elderberry wine, which our ladies have discovered is
ideal for cleaning the brass in church.
Unfortunately, I made a deeply regrettable mistake last
month in not cancelling our church council meeting when
I was away at my annual college re-union. In my absence
the Wartlebys seized the opportunity. The parish of St
James the Least of All is now a deep green, ecologically
committed, nuclear-free zone and I am to report back to
the next meeting about what steps we will take to save
the planet.
I may have made one error of judgement, but I will not
make another. My list of suggestions is now complete:
1.To save paper, no minutes of meetings will be printed;
I will simply tell people at the subsequent meeting what
was decided at the previous one.
2. To save electricity, no lights will be used at
Evensong (the Wartlebys attend Evensong), although
parishioners may bring their own candles – which must
first be checked by our health and safety committee (two
can play at their game).
3. To economise on fuel, the church heating will only be
turned on when the temperature reaches minus five
degrees.
4. To reduce the use of unnecessary electronic
equipment, the Rectory telephone will be disconnected.
5. A monthly relocation of the Rector will be too
disruptive, so I will stay at each house for one year at
a time; my first place of residence will be with the
Wartlebys.
I anticipate that the original resolution will be
overturned at the next PCC meeting – most probably by
the Wartlebys.
Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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High Days and Holy Days in October
10th Thomas Traherne - lover of nature
Thomas Traherne (1636 - 1674) is a good saint for anyone who loves our planet,
and who wants to preserve Creation. This 17th century poet and clergyman
wrote extensively about his love for nature, seeing in it a reflection of the glory of
God.
Traherne was not of a literary family, for his father was either a shoemaker or
innkeeper in Hereford. But Traherne did well at the Hereford Cathedral School
and went on to Brasenose College Oxford. From there he became rector of
Credenhill near Hereford in 1657, and ten years later was appointed to be the
private chaplain to Sir Orlando Bridgement, the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal to
King Charles ll, who lived at Teddington.
Throughout his years at Credenhill and then Teddington, Traherne led a simple and
devout life, and his friendliness drew people to him. He was described as “one of
the most pious ingenious men that ever I was acquainted with”, and being of
“cheerful and sprightly Temper”, ready to do “all good Offices to his Friends, and
Charitable to the Poor almost beyond his ability”. Aside from his beloved books,
he seems to have possessed very little.
Instead, he poured his energy into his writings, which had an intense, mystical,
metaphysical spirituality. His poems and prose frequently mention the glory of
Creation, and his intimate relationship with God, for whom he had an ardent,
childlike love. Traherne has been compared to later poets such as William Blake,
Walt Whitman and Gerard Manley Hopkins, and his love for nature has been seen
as very similar to the Romantic movement, though he lived two centuries earlier.
He is best known for his Centuries of Meditations, which has been described as
“one of the finest prose-poems in our language.” Lost for many years, and then
finally first published in 1908, it was a favourite of the Trappist monk Thomas
Merton, the Christian humanist Dorothy Sayers, and the writer C.S. Lewis, among
others. C.S. Lewis considered Centuries of Meditations “almost the most beautiful
book in English.”
Traherne died in 1674, and is buried in St Mary’s Teddington, under the church’s
reading desk. Today he is counted as one of the leading 17th-century devotional
poets.
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18th. St Luke the Evangelist – linking the sacred and the profane
To St Luke, a Gentile, we owe the beautifully written Gospel of Luke, and the Book
of Acts. He was a Greek physician, a disciple of St Paul, a companion on some of
his missionary journeys, and an inspired writer.
Luke’s gospel focuses on the compassion of Christ. His gospel contains some of the
most moving parables, such as the Good Samaritan and Prodigal Son. This, with his
emphasis on poverty, prayer and purity of heart, make up much of his appeal to the
Gentles, for whom he wrote.
Women figure more prominently in Luke’s gospel than any other: look out for the
extended story of the Virgin Birth, and stories of Mary, Elizabeth, and the woman
who was a sinner.
In Acts, Luke is remarkably good as linking sacred and profane history, as
subsequent archaeology has shown. A principal theme of his Acts is how the early
Christians moved away from Jerusalem into the pagan world, and especially on to
Rome.
Luke is the patron saint of doctors, surgeons and artists (due to his picturesque
style of writing). His symbol is an ox, sometimes explained by reference to the
sacrifice in the Temple at the beginning of his Gospel. In England 28 ancient
churches were dedicated to him.
31st All Hallows Eve – or Holy Evening
Modern Halloween celebrations have their roots with the Celtic peoples of preChristian times.
In those long-ago days, on the last night of October, the Celts celebrated the
Festival of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’. The priests, or Druids, performed
ceremonies to thank and honour the sun. For there was a very dark side to all this:
Samhain also signalled the onset of winter, a time when it was feared that unfriendly
ghosts, nature-spirits, and witches roamed the earth, creating mischief. So the
Druid priests lit great bonfires and performed magic rites to ward off or appease
these dark supernatural powers.
Then the Romans arrived, and brought their Harvest Festival which honoured the
Goddess Pomona with gifts of apples and nuts. The two festivals slowly merged.
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When Christianity arrived still later, it began to replace the Roman and Druid
religions. 1st November - All Saints’ Day - was dedicated to all Christian Martyrs
and Saints who had died. It was called ‘All Hallows’ Day’. The evening before
became an evening of prayer and preparation and was called ‘All Hallows’ Eve’, The
Holy Evening, later shortened to ‘Halloween’.
For many centuries, however, fear of the supernatural remained strong. During the
Middle Ages, animal costumes and frightening masks were worn to ward off the evil
spirits of darkness on Halloween. Magic words and charms were used to keep
away bad luck, and everybody believed that witches ride about on broomsticks.
Fortune telling was popular, and predicting the future by the use of nuts and apples
was so popular that Halloween is still sometimes known as Nutcrack Night or
Snap-Apple Night.
Today, Christians have learned to turn to prayer instead of charms to overcome
the powers of darkness. And the deeper, true meaning of All Hallows’ Eve, should
not be forgotten. As Christians, we all draw closer to Christ when we remember
and give thanks for our loved ones and for others who have gone before us
through the gates of death.
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Smile Lines
Funeral
While walking through the churchyard one day, our minister came across his sixyear-old son burying a dead sparrow. With sonorous dignity the son was using the
prayer that he thought his father always said: “Glory be unto the Faaather, and unto
the Sonnn, and into the hole he goooes.”
School
A little girl was struggling with her first term at school. “I'm just wasting my time,”
she sobbed to her mother. “I can't read, I can't write, and they won't let me talk!”
When insults had class
"He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire." – Winston Churchill
(about another MP)
"Thank you for sending me a copy of your book; I'll waste no time reading it." Moses Hadas
"He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by his friends." - Oscar Wilde
"I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play; bring a friend.... if you
have one." - George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill. "Cannot possibly attend
first night, will attend second... if there is one." - Winston Churchill, in response.
"I feel so miserable; it's almost like having you here." - Stephen Bishop
Some miscellaneous one-liners
How does Moses make his tea? Hebrews it.
The family that sticks together should bathe more often.
Born free. Taxed to death.
By the time you make ends meet, they move the ends.
An unbreakable toy is useful for breaking other toys.
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The Puzzle Pages

October 2019 Crossword

(The solution to this crossword puzzle can be found on page 28
Across
1 The sixth disciple (Matthew
10:3) (11)
9 ‘And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
the — — ’ (Matthew 6:13) (4,3)
10 Love intensely (Song of Songs
1:4) (5)
11 From Mt Carmel to Jezreel,
Elijah — all the way (1 Kings
18:46) (3)
13 One of the Midianite leaders
who was captured and killed after
Gideon’s victory in the valley near
Moreh (Judges 7:25) (4)
16 Metallic element (4)
17 At line (anag.) (6)
18 ‘Cursed is everyone who is — on a tree’ (Galatians 3:13) (4)
20 Where Samson killed a thousand Philistines with a donkey’s jawbone (Judges
15:14) (4)
21 He succeeded Moses (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6)
22 ‘When he saw him, he took — on him’ (Luke 10:33) (4)
23 ‘For — is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction’ (Matthew
7:13) (4)
25 ‘The god of this — has blinded the minds of unbelievers’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (3)
28 Fear or terror (Psalm 31:22) (5)
29 ‘We, who are many, are one body, for we all — of the one loaf’ (1 Corinthians
10:17) (7)
30 Assyrian ruler assassinated by his sons while worshipping his god Nisroch (2
Kings 19:37) (11)
Down
2 ‘For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made — ’ (1 Corinthians 15:22) (5)
3 ‘After supper he — the cup’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (4)
4 The request of a man of Macedonia in Paul’s vision: ‘Come — to Macedonia and
help us’ (Acts 16:9) (4)
5 He disobeyed his father Judah by refusing to impregnate his dead brother’s wife
(Genesis 38:9) (4)
6 I veto me (anag.) (7)
7 Fourth king of Judah (1 Kings 15:24) (11)
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8 Priest of God Most High, who blessed Abram (Genesis 14:18) (11)
12 ‘I have made you — — for the Gentiles’ (Acts 13:47) (1,5)
14 Implore (1 Samuel 15:25) (3)
15 ‘Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the — , something sweet’ (Judges
14:14) (6)
19 ‘I am the most ignorant of men; I do — —
a man’s understanding’ (Proverbs 30:2) (3,4)
20 ‘Sin shall not be your master, because you are not under — , but under grace’
(Romans 6:14) (3)
24 Native of, say, Baghdad (5)
25 The last word in the Bible (Revelation 22:21) (4)
26 Heroic tale (4)
27 ‘Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you — ’ (John 8:32) (4)
October 2019 Sudoku

(Solution on page 28)
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All in the Month of October
It was:
100 years ago, on 7th Oct 1919 that the Dutch airline KLM was established. It is
the world’s oldest existing airline.
90 years ago, on 29th Oct 1929 that the Wall Street Crash took place. Also
known as Black Tuesday, it led to the Great Depression in the USA.
80 years ago, on 16th Oct 1939 that the German Luftwaffe carried out its first
aerial attack on British territory, bombing ships in the Firth of Forth, Scotland.
75 years ago, on 21st Oct 1944 that Mandy Rice-Davies, British model and
showgirl, was born. Best known for her role in the Profumo affair, which
discredited the British Government in 1963. (Died in 2014.)
60 years ago, on 7th Oct 1959 that the Soviet space probe Luna 3 sent back the
first images of the far side of the Moon.
Also 60 years ago, on 11th Oct 1959 that Britain began using postcodes. Beginning
in Norwich, they were rolled out city by city and town by town, covering the
entire country by 1974.
50 years ago, on 5th Oct 1969 that the first episode of the comedy series Monty
Python’s Flying Circus was broadcast in the UK. It ran for four seasons.
30 years ago, on 19th Oct 1989 that the ‘Guildford Four’ were released from
prison after their convictions for IRA pub bombings in 1975 were quashed by the
British Court of Appeal.
25 years ago, on 13th Oct 1994 that the three main loyalist paramilitary groups in
Northern Ireland announced a ceasefire following the IRA ceasefire announcement
on 31st Aug.
20 years ago, on 27th Oct 1999 that Britain’s House of Lords voted to end the
automatic right of hereditary peers to sit and vote in the upper chamber of
Parliament. Of over 700 peers, only 92 would remain, chosen by election.
15 years ago, on 29th Oct 2004 that Osama bin Laden admitted ordering the
September 11th attacks on the USA, in a videotape broadcast by the al Jazeera TV
network.
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Some Useful Numbers
Holsworthy Benefice Priest-in-Charge:
Mother Elizabeth Burke, The Rectory, Bodmin Street, Holsworthy, EX22 6BH
elizabethmaburke*icloud.com
01409 255490 or 07990 978485
Primary School
Holsworthy Community College
Library
Health Centre
Sports Hall
Holsworthy Visitor Centre
Brownies (M Galjardt)
Guides (Jane Crocombe)
Scouts (Cathy Withall)
Town Clerk
Memorial Hall
Holsworthy Play Group (Dawn Bewes)
Holsworthy Hospital
Boots the Chemist
Lloyds Pharmacy
Stagecoach South West
National Rail Enquiries
Revd. Richard Freeman (Bradworthy Benefice)
CAB (Citizen’s Advice Bureau)
(Weekdays 9.30 am – 4.00 pm)
Samaritans
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253700
253430
253514
253692
254013
254185
254727
211319
254803
253312
255450
253825
253424
255295
253461
01392 42 77 11
03457 48 49 50
01409 241315
02444 111 444
116 123
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