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Holsworthy & Pyworthy Churches are usually open every day.
Come in and sit for a while and spend time with God.
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If you have anything you would like to be considered for publication in our
magazine please give it to the editor by the 20th of the preceding month.
It can be sent by email or hand written. Our printer in Bude can usually
reproduce photographs to a reasonable standard. If you want any hard
copy or pictures returned please ensure your name and address is on the
back.

This magazine is produced for the churches of St. Peter and St. Paul Holsworthy; St.
Bridget’s, Bridgerule; St. Petroc, Hollacombe; St. Swithun, Pyworthy; St. Pancras,
Pancrasweek; and is the only publication promoting the views and vision of the benefice.
The contents of this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the individual PCC’s
but are those of individual contributors.

Mission Community Prayer
Lord of the Church, hear our prayer for the Holsworthy Mission Community:
Set our hearts on fire with love for you. Claim our worship and wealth, our
abilities and our time, that we be worthy stewards of all that you have given.
Save us from complacency and fear of new ways; inspire us with vision; make
us a power-house of prayer, a community of loving service, and faithful
witnesses to your kingdom as we grow daily in and through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen
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From the rectory
Nearly half way through the year already!
The church now begins “ordinary” time having celebrated all the big festivals. The
church vestments and ornaments change to green. Here in Devon we are fortunate
to be surrounded by the countryside. It’s good to see the sheep and cattle back on
the landscape. One farmer told me that this year their cattle had to be indoors for
an additional eighty days due to the wet weather. Another spoke about the joy of
seeing their cows galloping towards the fields having been cooped up for so many
months. The Rectory garden is certainly growing! It seems to be growing by the
inch each day.
Green in the church represents living and growth. So we might be in ordinary
time, where there are no great festivals like Christmas and Easter, but it is not a
time of just treading water or looking forward to when the next festival
happens. Ordinary time is a time when we have space to grow, to learn and laugh,
and enjoy our faith. Perhaps even flourish as ourselves just like our gardens at this
time of the year.
Ordinary time might seem a bit dull, a bit run of the mill but it is a necessary time
for us to grow as individuals and as a church. As individuals we continue to learn to
offer our whole lives to God, the big things in our lives as well as the small
everyday things. Ordinary time gives us a chance to take stock, catch our breath
and reflect on our relationship with God.
Ordinary time gives the church an opportunity to really listen to God. The
Holsworthy Mission Community, 21 churches from Putford to Ashwater, and from
Bridgerule to Highampton, has together started to think about how we develop the
church here in this part of Devon with the resources it can afford. On 17th May
representatives got together from across the Mission Community to think about
how best to be church in this area. In a way we are a bit like gardeners - we are
trying to create the best conditions for growth. God does the growing, but just as
plants need the right soil, nutrients, amount of water and sunshine; for people to
be able to grow and flourish in the faith, the right environment, support and care is
also required.
The Mission Community representatives are next meeting on 5th June to look in
more detail, and hopefully come up with a few proposals for the way
forward. These proposals will then be shared with everyone in each of the
churches, so that all can contribute to the way forward. Please do keep this in
your prayers, so that we may grow and flourish as a church here in this green part
of the world. Yours in Christ.
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News from the Churches in our Benefice
St. Peter and St. Paul, Holsworthy
Holsworthy Church Coffee Morning
Wednesday June 20th
In The Memorial Hall
09.00 am to Midday
Coffee & Biscuits
+
Cake Stall - Raffle - Tombola

SAINT PETER’S FAIR at the church
“The Community”
Displays and information about
local clubs & organisations
All local clubs and organisations (not for profit or charities)
are invited to come and put up a display about themselves in the
church for the St Peter’s Fair.
For more information please get in touch with any of the following;
Bob Beckford - 254804
Mary Osborne - 253115
Helen Young - 259345
Mother Elizabeth - 255490
Wed 11th July - 12.30am to 6.30pm
Thur 12th July - 11am to 6.30pm
Fri 13th July - 10.30am St Peter’s Eucharist, 11am to 6.30pm
Sat 14th July - 11am to 6.30pm
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SAINT PETER’S FAIR at the church
“The Community”
Displays and information about local clubs & organisations

Donations for the St Peter’s Fair very welcome;
plants and produce
cakes and savouries
books and wine
St. Petroc, Hollacombe
by Margaret Stacey
Sunday June 3rd Hollacombe celebrates its
Patronal Festival (St Petroc) with Sung Evensong
at 3pm followed by a Cream Tea.
We look forward to seeing as many of you as
can make it to join us for this our saint’s day.
Our other services in coming up will be:
Sunday 18th June 9.30am Holy Communion Rev Stuart Wilson
Sunday 2nd July 3.00 pm Sung Evensong
On Sunday May 6th Rogation Sunday was celebrated at Hollacombe with a short
service in the churchyard to bless the surrounding lands and the crops growing on
them followed by sung evensong and tea and cake.

Holsworthy Methodist Church
Thursday Group
Programme 2018
June 7th

AGM/”Travels Abroad” – Hilary Vivian

All meetings at 7.30pm unless stated otherwise
For further information please contact Doreen Buckingham (Tel 253462)
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A Message from Jenny Reynolds –
Ambassador for Send a Cow

I am the local ambassador for the charity Send a Cow and am organising the
opening of a wonderful garden at Northlew Manor in aid of Send a Cow. The
garden will be open on July 1st. from 2 to 5 p.m. and we would be very grateful if
you could please help us publicise the event by mentioning it in your magazine
and/or your website.
It is 30 years since a group of Christian farmers from the West Country sat down
in a Lapford farmhouse kitchen to discuss the idea of sending in calf heifers from
their herds to Africa. Since then the charity has grown and developed in many
ways. We work in 7 countries in Africa and are now regarded as one of the leaders
in the field of sustainable development teaching small farmers to make the best out
of their land and meagre possessions. We have helped well over a million people
work their way out of poverty and now we want to help another million.
I hope you will not mind me asking but the churches in Devon and Cornwall have
always been very supportive and we hope you will be able to help us with this
event.
Jenny Reynolds
Ambassador for Send a Cow
Ed. Jenny Reynolds contacted us via our website – we hope to have more news for you
next month.

Advance Notice
Sat 7 July When friendship matters most
10:00 – 15:30 Christ Church, Bear Street, Barnstaple, EX32 7BU
This is a free day conference about the practical and spiritual responses
we can make to memory loss and dementia – hosted and led by local
Christians in Barnstaple. Booking is essential and so please contact:
Shirley Baxter on 01271-375560 or
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Liturgical Acts: How and Why?
Answers on a post card from your Parish Priest
Prayer at church
The whole act of worship, from beginning to end is prayer. Thus liturgy, hymns,
readings, sermon, dismissal, everything, should flow without any unnecessary
interruptions or our prayer, our engagement with God becomes punctured.
Posture
For the first Christians the normal posture for prayer, at least for the main Sunday
gatherings, was standing - a powerful symbol of the confidence of God’s people in
the presence of their heavenly Father. Kneeling on Sundays only became the
dominant posture when God became portrayed as a heavenly version of the
earthly rulers. Behaviour then changed to what was expected in the presence of
their earthly ruler (as in the Roman empire after the fourth century). The same for
the “hands together” position - it was to show allegiance and submission to the
ruler. The Eastern church has always stood for worship and prayers - there are no
seats or pews! except for those unable to stand.
Collect prayers
Collect style prayers goes back to the fifth century in the Western church. It is led
by the president or person officiating and is made up of different elements;
Elements of the
Collect

Example - The 5th Sunday after Trinity

An address to God
A truth about God
which maybe the bias
for asking
A request,
sometimes based on
the above truth
Some times the
purpose of the
request is spelt out
The conclusion giving
the authority for
asking. Usually
completing the
trinitarian formula

Almighty and everlasting God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of the
Church is governed and sanctified:
hear our prayer which we offer for all your
faithful people,
that in their vocation and ministry they
may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your name;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.

In the Eucharist the Collect is at the end of the Gathering part of the service. The
president ‘collects’ up the gathered assembly and symbolically offers one prayer to
encompass all the individual prayers. It is also the turning point from the Gathering
8

to giving attention to the Scriptures, thus the Collect is sometimes treated as a
‘theme’ prayer.
In non-eucharistic worship the collect is usually at the end of the intercessions,
collecting up the preceding prayers of the people.
Prayers of the people - Intercessions
Prayer was a natural part of a Jewish home life as well as synagogue worship. By
the time the first accounts of Christian worship were written the ‘prayers of the
people’, intercessions, were a key part.
Paul wrote in his first letter to Timothy some instructions concerning prayer;
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings should
be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the
sight of God our Saviour, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth. (1 Tim 2. 1-4)
The church has been following this instruction ever since.
As the whole service is a prayer the intercessions are just one part of that action.
Intercessions can sometimes be misunderstood; ‘If this is the only time in which we
are really going to pray then we had better do it for a good long time’.
Unfortunately this can result in the intercessions having the wrong emphasis or
being far too long. The intercessions exist simply to focus the prayers of the
congregation in the light of their hearing of God’s word in Scripture as they
prepare to participate in the Sacrament. Therefore intercessions should be brief,
simple and if at all possible led by a lay person.
Intercessions are made up of several short biddings (requests), one or two
sentences and don’t include longer prayers e.g. a prayer written by a saint . At least
some of the biddings are based on themes from the Gospel. The sequence of
biddings follows this pattern and should include a period of silence and may include
the Hail Mary at the end;
The Church of Christ - including our Archbishop, the bishops of the diocese &
local clergy.
Creation, human society, and those in authority
The local community
Those who suffer - including the sick from the pew sheet/intercessions book
The communion of saints - including the recently departed from the pew
sheet/intercessions book
Like other forms of ministry, leading the intercessions in a service is both a
privilege and a responsibility.
• It is helping to lead others in prayer, not simply praying in public.
• The language of the intercessions should broadly match the style and vocabulary
of the rest of the worship.
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•
•
•
•

The intercessions are not a ‘shopping list’ of concerns.
They biddings are not a news report.
The intercessions should be kept short - it is not another sermon!
They are a time of supplication, not thanksgiving, as the Eucharistic prayer is the
great prayer of thanksgiving and the preface allows for incorporating particular
thanksgivings.
• Leading the prayers is never an opportunity to express a personal opinion which
might not be shared by others.
• The intercessions are appeals to God who already knows the prayers on our
hearts.
If you think leading the intercessions in a service might be something you would
like to try please do speak to one of your churchwardens, the person who
coordinates the prayers or to Mother Elizabeth. Mother Elizabeth has written a
short guide to leading the intercessions to which everyone is very welcome.
Prayers for being sent out
Just as the Gathering part of the service is vital so is the ‘sending out’. The post
communion prayer is the start of this being sent out. The president leads the post
communion prayer for the day. Like the Collect the president encompasses all the
individual prayers and links the act of having received the Blesséd Sacrament, the
bread and wine, and getting ready for going out in the world. The president having
drawn the Liturgy of the Eucharist to an end may invite all the people to pray
together, giving thanks and asking God to send us out into the world to carry out
our Baptismal promises before giving the final blessing and instruction a final ‘off
you go’.
Copyright acknowledgement:
Material included in the above from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the
Church of England is copyright: © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 and 2007
Common Worship: Collects and Post Communions, material from which is included
here, is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2000 and published by Church House
Publishing.
Scripture quotations are from The New Revised Version of the Bible copyright:
© 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in
the USA. Used by permission. All Rights Reserved
Resources used
Doug Chaplin, Leading Common Worship Intercessions: a simple guide (Church House
Publishing 2009)
Edward Dower and Brendon Clover, An Everlasting Gift: a practical guide to leading
the Eucharist today (Tufton Books 2004)
Mark Earey, Liturgical Worship: a fresh look, how it works, why it matters (Church House
Publishing 2005)
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General News from the Parish Pump
Generation Y still hope to walk down the aisle
Millennials still value marriage with almost three quarters of those who are
unmarried (72%) intending to tie the knot, according to new research by the
Church of England.
While official figures recently showed a decline in the marriage rate, a study
commissioned by the Church of England’s Life Events team suggests that 18-to-35year-olds still dream of having their big day.
Among those who were single, almost six in 10 (59%) said that they would like to
marry at some point. Just over one in 10 (12%) of respondents said they were
engaged and planning their upcoming nuptials.
Significantly, the survey also suggests that millennials attach a special importance to
church weddings, with more young people preferring to marry in a church or
chapel (47%) than a register office/town hall (34%).
Those who would consider a church wedding were asked why it appealed to them
from a list of options. Almost a third said that it felt like a ‘proper’ wedding (31%).
Marrying before God or receiving a blessing, was also in the top 10 (the seventh
most chosen option). Millennials were also strongly drawn to
‘traditional/conventional’ wedding venues (72%).
The research shows that for those considering marriage, almost one in six (17%)
said that faith or religion had influenced their wedding ideas.
Egypt election: ‘Protect your persecuted Christians, Mr President!’
Release International is urging the country’s re-elected president, Abdel Fattah al–
Sisi, to demonstrate a clear commitment to protect Egypt’s persecuted Christian
minority and safeguarding freedom of religion in the country.
Egypt has the largest remaining Christian community in the Middle East, despite
continuing persecution, which Christians often call ‘the pressure’. The harshest
persecution has come at the hands of Islamists, who have launched terror attacks
on churches, burnt down Christian places of worship, businesses and homes and
driven Christians out of Upper Egypt and Sinai.
In recent years, Upper Egypt has seen an explosion in kidnapping of Christian
children for ransom and as a tool of religious cleansing. And religious extremists
are targeting Christian girls for kidnapping, forced marriage and conversion.
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UK-based Release International, which supports persecuted Christians around the
world, is working with partners in Egypt to help Christian communities reduce the
risk of grooming and kidnapping, and to support victims.
Father of Stephen Lawrence: I've embraced my Christian faith, forgiven
killers
The father of murdered teenager Stephen Lawrence has made the humbling
decision to forgive his son's killers, saying he has embraced Christian faith (reports
the Press Association).
Nearly 25 years after losing his first child, Neville Lawrence, 76, said the decision
was the hardest he has ever made, and that he struggles to put into words the
devastation caused to his family when his son was killed.
Stephen was murdered by a gang of racists in Eltham, south-east London, on April
22 1993 at the age of 18. His father told the Press Association: "The fact that I had
to lose my first child has been devastating. I can't begin to explain the pain and the
anguish me and my family have suffered over the past 25 years." The initial
investigation into Stephen's death was hampered by incompetence, racism and
alleged corruption.
Mr Lawrence, who speaks to young people to spell out the dire consequences of
carrying a weapon, said: "Right now with the violence, and the knife crime violence,
it is even more urgent now that I talk to these youngsters and explain to them the
pain and the suffering they inflict on families. I've been serving a life sentence for
the last 25 years and I will go on serving that until the day I die."
The Church of England brings cashless transactions to its congregations
The Church of England has recently made contactless, virtual terminal, and SMS
mobile payments available throughout England, in a bid to make transactions faster
and easier for the Church’s congregations. In an increasingly cashless era, churches
will now be able to offer cashless payment options for events including weddings,
christenings, church fetes and concerts, as well as for making one-off donations and
the booking of churches and halls.
Over 16,000 churches, cathedrals, and religious sites will now have access
to portable card readers through the Church of England’s Parish Buying portal
through a partnership with SumUp and iZettle. The readers will be used to take
contactless payments, Apple Pay and Google Pay, as well as chip & PIN capable.
The pay-as-you-go pricing is well suited to the needs of religious institutions,
charging only a small transaction fee when the reader is used. The decision follows
a trial which began in summer 2017 in cathedrals and parish churches.
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Using iZettle, church-goers now have the choice to pay and make contributions in
whatever way suits them best - whether it is by cash, card, mobile or wearable
technology - which will benefit both the church and its visitors.
(Ed. Not in the Holsworthy Benefice yet)
High Court ruling on the two-child limit
The Church of England has welcomed the recent ruling by Mr Justice Ouseley at
the High Court on the Government's two-child rule for payment of tax credits and
universal credit.
The Bishop of Manchester, David Walker, said: "We are pleased the High Court
has recognised that the two-child limit is in part unlawful and that kinship carers
will now get the support they need. But this needs to be extended to all families.
"We will continue to oppose this policy because of the hardship it will cause to
children and the damage to family life. The Government’s decision to reduce the
deficit at the expense of children’s well-being is wholly unacceptable, whatever its
legal status. We urge the Government to urgently re-consider this policy in light of
the moral, as well as legal, case against it."
Earlier this year 60 Church of England Bishops called for a rethink of the two-child
limit in a joint letter alongside representatives from other churches as well as
Jewish and Muslim organisations.
New tax system?
Lords Rowan Williams and Richard Harries have helped launch a new campaign for
a fairer tax system: Church Action for Tax Justice (CAT).
CAT will seek to inspire all Churches about the urgency of creating fairer and
more effective tax systems to fund healthier public services, both in the UK and
internationally.
Rowan Williams, who chairs Christian Aid, said: ‘The creation of this new Churchwide movement is timely. If businesses really believe – and want others to believe
– that what they do builds genuine, shared prosperity in countries that need it, they
should be eager to support fairer tax regimes and to play their full part in creating
the sustainable infrastructure that such regimes make possible.
‘For this, transparency is essential, and it is good that we are already seeing
progress in this area. But we can do even better and it is urgent that we do so.’

13

Holsworthy Benefice Service Chart

June 2018

This chart was correct at the time we went to press. Please check on the back of
your weekly service sheet for any last-minute changes or take a look at the
website. www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
Benefice Services for June
The Visitation
Friday 1st June
Trinity 1
Sunday 3rd June
Friday 8th June
Trinity 2
Sunday 10th June
Friday 15th June
Trinity 3
Sunday 17th June
Friday 22nd June
Trinity 4
Birth of John
the Baptist
Sunday 24th June
Ss Peter and
Paul
Friday 29th June

Bridgerule Hollacombe
Holsworthy
Pancrasweek Pyworthy
10.30am FRIDAY COMMUNION & 11am Community NO COST CAFÉ,
Holsworthy
11.15am
3pm Patronal
9.30am Sung
11.15am
Evensong
Family
Eucharist
Family
Sung
& cream tea
Service
Eucharist
10.30am FRIDAY COMMUNION & 11am Community NO COST CAFÉ,
Holsworthy
11.15am
9.30am Sung
11.15am
Morning
Eucharist
Sung Eucharist
Prayer
10.30am FRIDAY COMMUNION & 11am Community NO COST CAFÉ,
Holsworthy
11.15am
9.30am Sung
9.30am Sung
11.15am
Sung
Eucharist
Eucharist
Morning
Eucharist
Prayer
10.30am FRIDAY COMMUNION & 11am Community NO COST CAFÉ,
Holsworthy
11.15am
9.30am
9.30am
11.15am Sung
Family
Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Eucharist
Service
with hymns
6pm Meditative
Eucharist
10.30am Patronal Festival Sung Eucharist followed by Community NO COST
CAFÉ, Holsworthy
Not been to church before? or not in a while?
Come and give it a go - everyone welcome. Come as you are.

Messy Church in Holsworthy Primary School
on
Thurs 28th June
3:00 pm until 4:30pm
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ALF

BUDE
01288 352282

BLACKMAN

C AMELFO RD
0184 0 214891

Builder

A R T H U R W. B R Y A N T

FUNERAL

also Carpentry,
Plumbing, Decorating &
General Repairs

HOLSWO RTHY
014 09 253000

SERVIC E

INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL SERVIC E
MEMO RIAL
MASONRY
OUR FAMILY C ARING FO R YOUR
FAMILY FO R OVER 50 YEARS

Tel: 01409 253158

PRE PAYMENT FUNERAL
PLANS

Mob: 07774 672695

W / AW B RYA N T. C O. U K
E / C A R I N G @ AW B RYA N T. C O. U K

Clare Hunter Therapy

Do You Enjoy Singing?

Do you suffer with

Then come and join the choir at St
Peter and St Paul Holsworthy

Back Pain
Mobility Issues
Stiff Neck/ Shoulder
Stress

If you are interested please contact
Margaret Stacey and discuss with
her what you may be able to do.

Painful Joints
Stress
Poor Sleep
Headaches

Or would you simply like to feel
WELL?

Mobile: 07971930294

I provide highly effective, gentle
Bowen Therapy to help your body
feel better and reduce pain.

Whether it is every Sunday or just
special occasions, you would be very
welcome.

Call me today on 07977511217
or 01409 220100
Book 3 treatments & the 4th is free
www.clarehuntertherapy.co.uk
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June 2018 - Letter from St. James
the Least of All
Happily, the Church of England still retains some
singular parish clergy. Take the parish of St. James-theLeast in the county of C....... for example. Here the
elderly Anglo-Catholic vicar, Eustace, continues his
correspondence to Darren, his nephew, a low-church curate recently ordained…
On church tourists and outrageous lies
The Rectory
St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
I was sorry to hear of the dawn call by the police
because your church had been broken into, although the
theft of tambourines, books of choruses and banners
proclaiming "Jesus wants me for a Sunbeam" are likely to
have a limited market. But you are fortunate that those
are the only unexpected call-outs you receive.
Those of us with ancient churches are resigned to
receiving telephone calls from people living in remote
corners of the globe who happen to be on holiday in
England and want to trace long-lost relatives who were
married or buried in our parishes. They invariably seem
amazed when they find you are not personally familiar
with someone who died 400 years ago, what family still
exists, where they live and what interesting anecdotes
you know about their ancestors - preferably something
criminal. Any attempts to put them off will be deflected
by being told that they fly home tomorrow and since they
are booked at a show in London that evening, could they
come round early afternoon?
Once inside the church, they will expect a conducted
tour. I have a competition with myself to see how
outrageous I can make our history, yet still be
believed. One family now thinks that the conical tomb in
the churchyard is the last visible tip of the spire of
the famous cathedral which once stood on this spot but
sank into the ground when cursed by a bride who was
jilted at its altar.
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A second couple now know that a locked safe contains a
set of pagan gods which were worshipped by an obscure
sect in the parish during the time of the Tudor
monarchs. They were removed by the incumbent of the day
and locked away. Only the Rector is allowed a key and is
only permitted to look inside at the contents on the day
he leaves office, as the sight is too terrible.
Yet another are convinced that several dozen mediaeval
gold chalices are buried in the rectory garden, where
they were hidden from Cromwell's soldiers and their
exact location has been forgotten (I told that story
when I was looking for volunteers to dig over the rose
beds).
Should they get as far as the vestry to inspect the
registers of baptisms, marriages and burials, you know
that the afternoon is lost. It can occasionally hasten
their departure by casually telling them to ignore the
mice which will be running round the floor - although
hardened visitors are likely to set up their tripods to
catch them on film.
The ultimate deterrent is to suggest they stay to
Evensong which I am about to say. That is guaranteed to
remind them that they have an urgent appointment back at
their hotel.
Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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Some High Days and Holy Days in June
2nd

Erasmus (d. c. 300) – a good saint for when you’re all at sea

Do you like messing about in boats? If so, then you’ll have heard of St Elmo’s Fire.
It is the light that is sometimes seen on mastheads of boats after storms at sea.
St Elmo is another name for St Erasmus, a fourth century Syrian bishop who was
not afraid of violent storms. Legend has it that one day when Erasmus was
preaching outside, a thunderbolt hit the ground right beside him. That might have
distracted many modern bishops, but not Erasmus – he just kept on preaching.
His courage won him the respect of sailors, who also had to brave the elements of
nature in their daily work.
But when Erasmus was made the patron saint of sailors, it led to a curious
confusion. His emblem became the windlass, a kind of hoist used by many sailors
at sea. So far so good, but many medieval Christians, seeing the windlass emblem,
assumed it was some sort of torture instrument. They knew that Erasmus had
died in the persecution of Diocletian, and concluded that a windlass had been used
to hoist out his intestines (which it hadn’t).
But no matter - Erasmus was still adopted by another set of suffering people. Not
only did sailors remember the thunderbolt, and look to him, but soon, anyone with
gut ache as well!
4th

Petroc – the founder of Padstow

If you are going to Cornwall this summer in search of peace and quiet, Petroc is
the saint for you. Especially if you find Padstow a bit too crowded for your liking!
He would have sympathised.
This 6th century abbot is Cornwall’s most famous saint. Petroc set sail from South
Wales, landed at Haylemouth, and founded a monastery at Lanwethinoc – now
called Padstow, after him (Petroc’s Stow).
Padstow must have been popular even in those days, because about 30 years later
Petroc, in search of some peace and quiet, moved on to build another monastery
at Little Petherick (Nanceventon). Here he must have decided to try some 6th
century equivalent of ‘Fresh Expressions’, because he engaged with his local
community by building a mill and a chapel.
In time, Petroc began feeling crowded again. So he tramped off to the remote
wilds of Bodmin Moor, where he lived as a hermit – until some 12 monks turned
18

up to join him. Firmly, Petroc kept them all housed in a monastery on a hilltop,
while he enjoyed his private space in a cell by the river.
But even here Petroc was not alone. One day a terrified stag came rushing
through the woods, pursued by the hunt. Petroc flung open the door of his cell,
and the panting animal took refuge. When the huntsmen arrived on the scene,
they did not dare to argue with the famous holy man, and went their way. The
stag’s gratitude made him tame, and Petroc would come to be portrayed with a
stag as his special emblem.
Petroc was buried in the monastery in Padstow but in c.1000 his shrine and relics,
including his staff and bell, were translated to Bodmin. Here they have stayed ever
since, except for a short, unplanned trip to Brittany in 1177, when they were
stolen and carted off by a naughty Canon of the Church. Henry II intervened, and
everything but a rib of Petroc was eventually returned.
6th

Gudwal – the first Christian in Brittany?

If you choose Brittany for your holiday destination this summer, then spare a
thought for Gudwal, because this obscure 6th century Celtic abbot got there
before you did. Indeed, Gudwal seems to have liked Brittany so much that he
decided to stay on.
When you visit Brittany today, you will find Catholic churches everywhere. Not so
in the sixth century – when only the extraordinary range of megalithic monuments
dominated the landscape. There were (and still are) passage dolmens, stepped
pyramids and stone circles. The best known site is Carnac, where remains of a
dozen rows of huge standing stones run for over ten kilometres. Some of the
megalithic ruins in the gulf of Morbihan date back to at least 3300 BC – that is 200
years older than Stonehenge.
Religion was certainly plentiful in Brittany, back then. But Gudwal was one of the
earliest pioneers of Christianity in the region. He did a bit of 6th century ‘church
planting’, too - when he decided to build a hermitage in the middle of all that
paganism – probably at Locoal. In time, 188 monks came to join him, and they built
a little monastery – probably at Guer.
But it was the man himself – his holiness and kindness – that drew people’s
attention more than the buildings. A man of deep spirituality and prayer, Gudwal
willingly spent himself on helping the local people – it was said that he healed many
by his prayers for them.
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17th

Fathers’ Day – time to celebrate male role models

In the UK, USA and Canada, the third Sunday in June is Father's Day. It’s a good
time for sons and daughters to take their father to his favourite restaurant, or to
watch a favoured sport, or whatever else he enjoys doing.
How will you celebrate it this year? If your own father cannot be with you, is there
a ‘spare’ father somewhere in your church or your circle of friends whose children
cannot be with him, and who would welcome some special treat on the day?
How do these special days ever get started, anyway? Well, Father’s Day began
because way back in 1909 there was a woman in Spokane, Washington, named
Sonora Louise Smart Dodd. That year she heard a church sermon about the
merits of setting aside a day to honour one's mother. Mother's Day was just
beginning to gather widespread attention in the United States at this time. But
Sonora Louise Smart Dodd knew that it was her father who had selflessly raised
herself and her five siblings by himself after their mother had died in childbirth. So
the sermon on mothers gave Sonora Louise the idea to petition for a day to
honour fathers, and in particular, her own father, William Jackson Smart.
Sonora Louise soon set about planning the first Father's Day celebration in
Spokane in 1910. With support from the Spokane Ministerial Association and the
YMCA, her efforts paid off, and a ‘Father’s Day’ was appointed. Sonora Louise had
wanted Father’s Day to be on the first Sunday in June (since that was her father's
birthday), but the city council didn't have time to approve it until later in the
month. And so on June 19, 1910, the first Father's Day was celebrated in Spokane.
Gradually, other people in other cities caught on and started celebrating their
fathers, too. The rose was selected as the official Father's Day flower. Some
people began to wear a white rose to honour a father who was dead, and a red
one to honour a father who was living. Finally, in 1972, President Richard Nixon
signed a presidential proclamation declaring the third Sunday of June as Father's
Day - a permanent, national holiday.
Today, Father's Day is a great time to celebrate any sort of male role models, like
uncles or grandfathers, as well as dads. Certainly Father's Day has become a day
for greeting card companies to rejoice, and sales of the most popular gifts for Dad
(shirts, ties, and electric razors) increase considerably. Perhaps most telling of all,
though, is how children continue to see their fathers: in America, for example,
more ‘collect calls’ to home are recorded on Father's Day than on any other day of
the year!
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All in the Month of June
It was:
150 years ago, on 7th June 1868 that Charles Rennie Mackintosh, Scottish
architect, artist and designer, was born. He was prominent in the Arts and Crafts
movement and influenced European design movements such as Art Nouveau and
Secessionism.
125 years ago, on 7th June 1893 that Mahatma Gandhi committed his first act of
civil disobedience while working as a lawyer in South Africa. He refused to comply
with racial segregation rules which prohibited coloured people from travelling first
class on trains. He refused to leave a first-class carriage and was thrown off the
train in Pietermaritzburg. (After protesting, he was allowed on the following day.)
Also 125 years ago, on 13th June 1893 that Dorothy L Sayers, Christian British
mystery novelist, short story writer, playwright, essayist, critic and translator, was
born. Best known for her play about Christ, The Man Born to be King, and her
detective novels about Lord Peter Wimsey.
90 years ago, on 14th June 1928, that Emmeline Pankhurst, British political activist
died. She was leader of the British suffragette movement.
Also 90 years ago, on 14th June 1928, that Che Guevara, iconic Argentine-born
Marxist revolutionary, was born. As a guerrilla leader, tactician and leftist martyr,
he became a leading Communist figure in the Cuban Revolution. (Executed in
1967)
70 years ago, from 24th June 1948 to 12th May 1949, that the Berlin Blockade and
Airlift took place. The Soviet Union began a rail, road and canal blockade of Berlin,
cutting off all routes between West Germany and West Berlin. The Allies
launched a massive airlift – over 200,000 flights – to take in nearly 9,000 tons of
supplies each day.
65 years ago, on 2nd June 1953, that the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II at
Westminster Abbey, London took place. (This was also the first event where the
British TV audience was greater than the radio audience.)
50 years ago, on 6th June 1968 that Robert Kennedy, American politician was shot
and killed. A Senator from New York, and former Attorney General, he was shot
in Los Angeles while campaigning for the presidential nomination. Brother to US
President John F Kennedy.
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40 years ago, on 19th June 1978 that British cricketer Ian Botham became the first
player in history to score a century and take eight wickets in a single Test match.
(In the Second Test against Pakistan at Lord’s Cricket Ground.)
30 years ago, on 11th June 1988 that Nelson Mandela’s 70th Birthday Tribute took
place at Wembley Stadium, and was broadcast to a worldwide audience of 600
million. Mandela was still in prison, and not released until February 1990. (His
actual birthday was 18th July.)
15 years ago, on 20th June 2003 that the Wikimedia Foundation was founded in
Florida. The non-profit charitable organisation operates several websites, including
the popular online encyclopaedia Wikipedia.

The Breath of Fresh Air
Support Group
The Breath of Fresh Air support
group is for people with
Respiratory conditions, we are
affiliated to the British Lung
Foundation,
and run by Wendy Millar, for
further details please phone her
on 01409 254085.
We meet on the third Wednesday
of the month at 2pm, usually at
Chilsworthy Village Hall. We have
a varied and interesting
programme of speakers and
enjoy tea and biscuits for a
voluntary donation of £1.
Wed June 20th 2pm at
Chilsworthy Village Hall- a talk by
John Green, Community
Pharmacist employed by
Holsworthy Medical Centre.
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God in the Arts
Editor: For 2018, the Rev Michael Burgess is going to explore symbols of the Christian
faith as found in works of art.

‘He gave us eyes to see them’: St Erasmus’
mitre
2nd June is the feast day of St Erasmus or Elmo – not
a well-known saint, but a bishop who suffered terribly
under Diocletian’s persecution and died in 303.
His symbol is a windlass, used to wind up a ship’s
anchor, and his name lives on in St Elmo’s fire, the
electricity around the masthead during a storm at sea.
As a bishop, the saint was usually depicted not only
with his own symbol, but also with the signs of his
episcopal position: the mitre and the staff or crosier.
The mitre began life as a modest headdress. In the Middle Ages it developed into a
high conical cap as a reminder of the flame of fire that alighted on each apostle’s
head at Pentecost. The staff is the shepherd’s crook, guiding the sheep and guarding
them from predators. When the bishop visits our church for a confirmation or
institution or special occasion, he or she will wear the mitre as a living link to the
Church of the past; and hold a staff as a sign of pastoral care in the present.
In 1524 Matthias Grünewald painted St Erasmus with St Maurice: the two patron
saints of the abbey at Halle. One is a shepherd, the other a soldier; one represents
Europe, the other Africa. The bishop draws our attention with his windlass, but
also with his jewelled mitre and gold crosier. Yet beneath the opulent vestments is
a human being – someone touched by God’s Spirit and commissioned to care for
the sheep.
Both mitre and staff point us to Jesus as the model, baptised with the Holy Spirit
and shepherding the faithful. Libby Lane at her consecration as bishop in 2015
reflected those truths in her choice of the hymn, ‘May the mind of Christ my
Saviour live in me from day to day.’ It is our prayer for all who shepherd the flock
of the Church as bishops and pastors.
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The Puzzle Pages

June 2018 Crossword

The solution to this crossword puzzle can be found on page 27
Across
1 Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10)
7 Musician called for by Elisha
when he met the kings of Israel,
Judah and Edom (2 Kings 3:15) (7)
8 The request that led to the
institution of the Lord’s Prayer:
‘Lord, — us to pray’ (Luke 11:1)
(5)
10 ‘We are hard pressed on
every—’(2Corinthians4:8)(4)
11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8)(8)
13 ‘His troops advance in
force;they build a siege ramp
against me and — around my tent’
(Job 19:12) (6)
15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s household gods when he searched his daughter’s tent
(Genesis 31:34) (6)
17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts,brothers,I do not want you to be—’ (1 Corinthians
12:1) (8)
18 Nomadic dwelling(Genesis26:25)(4)
21 ‘As for man,his days are like—,he flourishes like a flower of the field’ (Psalm
103:15) (5)
22 Or I live (anag.)(7)
23 Those guilty of 1 Across(Romans13:4)(10)
Down
1 ‘God so loved the — that he gave his one and only Son’ (John 3:16) (5)
2 ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4)
3 Mob ten (anag.) (6)
4 ‘Each — group made its own gods in several towns where they settled’ (2 Kings
17:29) (8)
5 Began (Luke 9:46) (7)
6 Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10)
9 Workers Ruth joined when she arrived in Bethlehem with her mother-in-law
Naomi (Ruth 2:3) (10) 12 Put in jail(Acts22:19)(8)
14 Aceturn(anag.)(7)
16 Discharge(Acts21:3)(6)
19 ‘All these—come from inside and make a man “unclean”’ (Mark 7:23) (5)
20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him glory!’(Revelation19:7)(4)
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June 2018 Maze
Start top left and exit at the
bottom right.

June 2018 Sudoku
Solution to the May 2018 Sudoku
Be with you
The vicar at a local church experienced some
technical problems with the sound system one
Sunday. Instead of starting the service as usual with
‘The Lord be with you’, he said: ‘There’s something
wrong with this microphone.’
Not hearing this, the congregation responded: ‘And
also with you.’

Children’s attempts to describe married relationships:
v Christians can have only one wife. This is called monotony.
v The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat the apple.
v Holy acrimony is another name for marriage.
v Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by day…but a ball of fire by night.
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Holsworthy Church
New Bellringers
Are you interested in ringing
Holsworthy Church Bells?
We would love to meet you and
teach you the skill of ringing.

If you are interested
please Contact The
Tower Captain:
Mr Ralph Chapman
01409 253040
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June 2018 Crossword Solution
ACROSS: 1, Wickedness. 7, Harpist. 8, Teach. 10, Side. 11, Impostor. 13, Encamp.
15, Saddle. 17, Ignorant. 18, Tent. 21, Grass. 22, Olivier. 23, Wrongdoers.
DOWN: 1, World. 2, Crib. 3, Entomb. 4, National. 5, Started. 6, Whispering. 9,
Harvesters. 12, Imprison. 14, Centaur. 16, Unload. 19, Evils, 20, Give.

Some Useful Numbers
Holsworthy Benefice Priest-in-Charge:
Mother Elizabeth Burke, The Rectory, Bodmin Street, Holsworthy, EX22 6BH
01409 255490 or 07990 978485
Primary School
Holsworthy Community College
Library
Health Centre
Sports Hall
Holsworthy Visitor Centre
Brownies (M Galjardt)
Guides (Jane Crocombe)
Scouts (Cathy Withall)
Town Clerk
Memorial Hall
Holsworthy Play Group (Dawn Bewes)
Methodist Church
Holsworthy Hospital
Boots the Chemist
Lloyds Pharmacy
Stagecoach South West
National Rail Enquiries
Rev’d Jane Lucas (Ashwater Benefice)
Rev’d Kathy Roberts (Black Torrington Benefice)
Rev’d Richard Freeman (Bradworthy Benefice)
CAB (Citizen’s Advice Bureau)
(Weekdays 9.30 am – 4.00 pm)
Samaritans
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253700
253430
253514
253692
254013
254185
254727
211319
254803
253312
255450
253825
254843
253424
255295
253461
01392 42 77 11
03457 48 49 50
01409 211205
01409 231279
01409 241315
02444 111 444
116 123

Printed by: EASYPRINT (SW) Ltd
Unit 1 Red Post Workshops
Red Post
Bude
Cornwall
EX23 9NW
Phone 01288 381700

Supporting our Advertisers
The advertisers in this magazine cover the cost of production so that we are able to
distribute it free of charge. Whilst pleased to welcome advertisements, the PCC’s of
the United Churches of the Holsworthy Benefice cannot offer endorsement of any
specific advertiser or event.
…but if you respond to one of our advertisers please tell them you saw their advert
in our Parish Magazine.

www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
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