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Church Contacts
Priest-in-Charge: Mother Elizabeth Burke
The Rectory, Bodmin Street, Holsworthy, EX22 6BH
01409 255490 or 07990 978485
Reader:

Mrs Mary Aicheler 01409 259271

St. Peter & St. Paul, Holsworthy:
Church Wardens:
Mrs Helen Young
01409 259345
Mr Robert Beckford 01409 254804
Bell Captain: Mr Ralph Chapman

01409 253040

St. Bridget, Bridgerule:
Churchwardens:
Mr T. Bowden 01288 381247
Mr P. Harris 01288 381329
St. Petroc, Hollacombe:
Churchwardens:
Mr John Granger 01409 254811
Mrs Teresa Davy 01409 281235
St. Swithun, Pyworthy:
Churchwardens:
Richard Thompson 01409 254314
Liffy Lowes
01409 254423
St. Pancras, Pancrasweek:
Churchwardens:
Robert Wright 01409 253300
Roger Vanstone 01409 240165
Parish Magazine Editorial Team Leader
Mary Beckford 01409 254804
Webmaster
Bob Beckford 01409 254804

Holsworthy & Pyworthy Churches are usually open every day.
Come in and sit for a while and spend time with God.
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If you have anything you would like to be considered for publication in our
magazine please give it to the editor by the 20th of the preceding month. It
can be sent by email or hand written. Our printer in Bude can usually
reproduce photographs to a reasonable standard. If you want any hard copy
or pictures returned please ensure your name and address is on the back.

This magazine is produced for the churches of St. Peter and St. Paul Holsworthy; St.
Bridget’s, Bridgerule; St. Petroc, Hollacombe; St. Swithun, Pyworthy; St. Pancras,
Pancrasweek; and is the only publication promoting the views and vision of the benefice.
The contents of this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the individual
PCC’s but are those of individual contributors.

Mission Community Prayer
Lord of the Church, hear our prayer for the Holsworthy Mission Community:
Set our hearts on fire with love for you. Claim our worship and wealth, our
abilities and our time, that we be worthy stewards of all that you have given.
Save us from complacency and fear of new ways; inspire us with vision; make
us a power-house of prayer, a community of loving service, and faithful
witnesses to your kingdom as we grow daily in and through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen

www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
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From the rectory
We are well into the depths of Lent, looking towards the Paschal Triduum of
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday.
The word Lent came about from the Anglo-Saxon word lengthen or lencten
meaning spring. Germanic origins come from langa-tinaz meaning long-days.
The first signs of spring are fully sprung with daffodils as well as crocus and
snowdrops, and as the days grow longer life seems a little more joyful.
Joy which can be increased not only by an awareness of creation waking up but
also the joy of spending more time with God.
There are lots of traditions for Lent all based around the 40 days Jesus spent in
the wilderness before starting his ministry. 40 is a significant number in the
Bible. It is used when something is of importance.
•
•
•
•
•

Moses spent 40 days and nights on Mount Sinai with God (Exodus 24:18)
Elijah spent 40 days and nights walking to Mount Horeb (1 Kings 19:8)
God sent 40 days and nights of rain in the great flood of Noah (Genesis
7:4)
The Hebrew people wandered 40 years in the desert (Numbers 14:33)
Jonah's prophecy gave 40 days to the city of Nineveh in which to repent
(Jonah 3:4).

Jesus came to fulfil the Old Testament and so it is significant that Jesus is
recorded to have been in the wilderness for 40 days and 40 nights (Matthew 4:2,
Mark 1:13, Luke 4:2).
From Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday there are 46 days so some people don’t
fast on a Sunday as it is the day of the resurrection and always a Feast
day. Others observe Lent from Ash Wednesday to Palm Sunday; the day Jesus
returned to Jerusalem after all his ministry and then observe Holy Week from
Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday Eve more strictly. Only if we journey through the
wilderness and then into Jerusalem with Christ, can we truly experience the joy
of the risen Lord on Easter Sunday.
Come and be a part of the journey of Jesus on Maundy Thursday at Bridgerule,
6pm or Holsworthy, 8pm when we share the Last Supper and carry out the foot
washing of the disciples. Then stay as the disciples did to keep watch on the eve
of His death in the Garden of Gethsemane. The Walk of Witness on Good
Friday starts at 10.30am in Holsworthy Square, when we enter into the journey
of the Cross following Jesus’ footsteps to his death. Knowing that this is not the
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end come and celebrate the rising of Christ Jesus on Easter Eve starting with the
fire outside of Holsworthy parish church, at 8pm, when we light the great
Paschal Candle.
Yours in Christ

WALK OF WITNESS
Good Friday,
30th March,
10.30am
Holsworthy Square

United Benefice of Black Torrington
Warmly invite you to A Medley of Music*
In St Marys Church, Black Torrington
On Saturday 17th March 2018
Commencing at 7.30pm (doors open from 7pm)
Cheese and Wine will be served following the concert
Raffle
Admission free – Donations Welcome
*The Mini Minstrels, Barnstaple Harmony 4 & the
Sutcombe Singers
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Benefice News
News from the Churches in our Benefice
St. Peter and St. Paul, Holsworthy
Meditative Eucharist
Just in case you had not spotted this we now have a
Meditative Eucharist with Laying on of hands and anointing
for healing on the evening of the 4th Sunday of the month.
That is the same Sunday that we have Morning Prayer.
Although I have not personally attended this service I have
been told how useful it has been.
Lay Team
A number of people in the Benefice, including a few from Holsworthy have been
attending training so that they will have the skills required to lead nonEucharistic services. This will give us some flexibility in leading services where a
priest is not required.
No Cost Café
On Friday mornings following the Eucharist we now have a ‘No Cost Café’. It
gives the opportunity for those attending to enjoy a coffee, biscuit and a chat.
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (AGM)
You are invited to attend the annual meeting of Holsworthy Parish Church on
Thursday 22nd March at 7 pm in the church.
Whilst all are invited to attend the meeting only those entered onto the
electoral roll are entitled to vote.
Holsworthy From Above
If you are a computer user you may be interested in looking at Holsworthy from
above. I recently asked a good friend of mine if he would fly his drone over the
church roof so that I could get a better idea of its condition. The result was
rather surprising. As well as taking some close up stills for me he also made the
drone hover above the church so that the camera could look around the whole
of the town, giving us a 360-degree view. If you have ever been lucky enough to
go for a balloon ride you will have an idea of what the view is like.
Here is the URL that will take you to where the picture is stored. There is also
currently a link from the Benefice Website Home Page.
www.roundme.com/tour/247353/view/722618/
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If you don’t use a computer why not take this magazine with you into the library
and ask them to help you use one so that you can look at the picture.
Holsworthy
Coffee Morning
The joint Holsworthy and Hollacombe coffee morning held on February 28th in
the Memorial Hall was very successful despite the appalling weather. A profit of
£522.70 of will be shared between the two churches. Our thanks must go to
Kath Durling for organising the event, to everyone who helped in any way, and
to everyone who donated items for the cake stall, raffle and tombola prizes and
bric-a-brac stall. We are also very grateful to all those who braved the terrible
cold weather we had that day, we did not let ‘The Beast from The East’ beat us.
The next coffee morning for Holsworthy church will be on June 20th.

St. Petroc, Hollacombe
by Margaret Stacey
We have had a busy time recently, starting with a visit
from The Bishop of Ebbsfleet, the bishop for the south
west for Forward in Faith, Bishop Jonathan Goodall. Although a cold, damp and
foggy day Bishop Jonathan was warmly received and joined the congregation for
a buffet lunch, informative talk and suggestions and lots of good and helpful
advice for the church at Hollacombe. Rev Elizabeth Burke, our incumbent also
joined us for a short while before having to rush off to another engagement. We
hope to have Bishop Jonathan at Hollacombe again before too long.
The 4th February Rev Elizabeth led us for Sung Evensong and 18th February,
Holy Communion with Rev Stuart Wilson.
Tuesday 6th February The Rural Dean, Rev Jane Lucas came despite the snow
showers and led prayers for the church and parish. This is the last of the prayers
for different parishes to be held in the deanery. Coffee and biscuits were served
afterwards.
The first Friday in Lent, 16th February, Hollacombe Ladies hosted the soup
Lenten lunch to accompany the time of reflection after the service at
Holsworthy Church which was most enjoyable.
St Petroc Church, Hollacombe, A.G.M. will be held in church on Friday 23rd
March at 2.30pm. Please come if you able and would like to take an interest in
the church at Hollacombe.
Plans are being made for A Sankey Style Evening on Sunday 15th April. Please
make a note in your diaries. Time etc will be in April edition.
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Services at Hollocombe during March
Sunday 4th 3pm. Evensong. Rev Elizabeth Burke
Sunday 18th 9.30am Holy Communion Rev Stuart Wilson
EASTER DAY 9.30AM HOLY COMMUNION.
All services from the Book of Common Prayer
Website News

St Swithun's Church Pyworthy
Mothering Sunday Lunch
Sunday March 11th
in
Pyworthy Village Hall
2 Course Roast Lunch
Main Course Choice of:
Roast Beef
Roast Pork
Vegetarian Alternative
served with all the trimmings
12.30pm for 1.00pm
Cost: £12.50p adults;
£6.00p under 12s
Bookings please, by March 2nd
Carol on 01409 253174 or Liffy on
01409 254423

It is interesting to look at the
statistics that are gathered by our
website. The website continues to
be busy, 2,087 visitors have viewed
the site in the past twelve months,
with July and December being the
busiest months for viewing. There
were 171 visitors in February and
they looked at 874 pages. The
number of people looking at our
site on their mobile phone is
roughly 30%, the rest use either a
laptop or desktop computer or a
tablet. There are slightly more
males than females viewing the site
and the main age range is from 18
up to 44. (76.5% of users). What
we now have to do is get these
younger people, who are showing
interest in our churches, to make
that big step over the threshold and
join us in a service.
13.5% of our visitors looked at the
benefice calendar and spent nearly
4 minutes doing that.

A Couple of Special Events
Cattle Market Chaplaincy Commissioning Service – Tuesday 13th
March 2.30 to 4.00pm, at Ss Peter & Paul Holsworthy with Bishop Sarah.
Bishop Sarah’s Farewell – Sunday 18th March 4.00 to 5.30. At Exeter
Cathedral.
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Growing The Rural Church Project
In January all churchwardens and readers within the
Holsworthy Mission Community were invited
to meet at the Market Hall in Holsworthy for a
presentation by the Venerable Dr Mark Butchers, Archdeacon of Barnstaple and
Marian Carson, Project Manager. Here is a somewhat shortened presentation
which will hopefully give you some insight to what is being discussed.
As a reminder here are just some of the ways we love and serve our Mission
Community through:
•Regular services throughout the week
•Special services for festivals and events
•Weddings, baptisms and funerals
•Our open churches
•Quiet days and prayer events
•Messy church and Saturday church
•Toddler groups
•Schools work
•Youth work
•Involvement in agricultural events
Marian Carson
•Foodbank
•Coffee mornings and lunches
•Hospital, hospice and residential home visiting
We make all these activities happen in our Mission Community through:
4 Stipendiary priests
1 Ordinand
4 Readers
And many, many wonderful volunteers
In considering how to make our vision as a Mission Community a reality in
2018 and beyond, we face both challenges and opportunities:
Key Challenge/Opportunity:
•Two of our stipendiary clergy plan to retire in the next few years.
•At that time, funding will only be available for the equivalent of three stipendiary
posts across the mission community until 2024.
•Beyond 2024, our mission community will have funding for the equivalent of 2.5
stipendiary posts.
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How can we use this as an opportunity to examine and re-shape
our approach to realising our vision?
Over the next year, our Archdeacon and clergy are seeking the support of PCCs
to spend time thinking about possible shapes to our future ministry in this
mission community. But you can contribute even if you are not a member
of a PCC.
We need to reflect on:
•the roles and deployment of our clergy and laity
•our patterns of worship, prayer and discipleship
•our pastoral care and ministry to older and younger people
•how we communicate across the Mission Community
•our governance structures, administration, and finance
•sustainable approaches to the management of our buildings
How will we reflect?
•We have support from the Mission and Ministry team and the Growing the
Rural Church project to guide us through this process.
•We would like to form a group with Archdeacon Mark, our clergy and a
representative from each benefice.
•Through a number of workshops, we will reflect on our mission and ministry
and develop a number of options for future approaches which will be shared
with PCCs for feedback.
•We anticipate this process to take 12-18 months at the end of this, we will have
a plan we take forward when we are all ready.
How might our Mission Community look in the future?
Some questions we might want to consider are:
•How might our patterns of worship need to change?
•How can we support lay people to strengthen their gifts?
•How might we use some of our stipendiary money differently? Could it support
our lay people, buildings or administration?
•Do we need to change our governance structures in any way?
On YouTube there is a presentation by Marian Carson, you will find it at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEBRTnySYyo
or look at the Links page on our own Benefice website.
www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk/links.php
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General News from the Parish Pump
Bishop’s Bill to put mothers’ names on marriage certificates
passes first stage
A move to end the “historic injustice” of excluding mothers’ names from
marriage certificates has passed its first parliamentary stage in a Private
Members’ Bill brought by the Bishop of St Albans, Dr Alan Smith.
The bill, which also includes provision to modernise registration with electronic
registers, received its Second Reading in the House of Lords.
In his speech, the Bishop described the origin of the present practice of naming
only the father on marriage certificates as “archaic and unchanged since
Victorian times, where children were seen as the father’s property, and little
consideration was given to mothers' roles in raising children.”
Dr Smith continued: “As we approach the centenary of the Representation of
the People Act, it is only right that we consider how existing legislation excludes
or does not recognise the contributions made by women. This Bill allows for this
important and symbolic change to be made.
“It’s important to note that this Bill would allow mothers’ names to be included
when registering all marriages, not just those that take place in Church of
England Churches.”
Dr Smith said there was popular support for the change in Parliament and across
society. Many who were getting married themselves or whose children are to
marry will, he said, have been "shocked" to discover the continuing exclusion of
mothers’ names.
Dr Smith also made clear that the Bill covered other matters relating to
marriage registration, namely the modernisation of the system for recording
marriages, moving away from a paper-based to a digital system for record
keeping.
It does not, he said, “…alter who can get married, or where they can get
married, or who can perform that marriage. The bill does not propose any
changes to marriage ceremonies, or the Church of England’s doctrine of
marriage. These are all far greater questions, which fall beyond the scope of this
Bill.”
After passing Second Reading, the Bill now proceeds towards its Committee
Stage in the House of Lords.
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Suicides given right to full Christian burial
People who kill themselves are now allowed to have a full Christian burial,
following a recent change in canon law. As Alan Smith, the Bishop of St Albans,
explained: ‘The traditional attitude was that suicide is a grave sin. But public
attitudes have changed markedly, as understanding of mental health has
developed.’
Billy Graham - godly man with a simple message
Billy Graham, the renowned American evangelist, was remembered with great
fondness by Christians the world over when news of his death was announced
on Wednesday 21st February. He died peacefully in his sleep, aged 99.
Billy Graham leaves a unique legacy: he preached to more people in live
audiences than anyone else in history - nearly 215 million of them, in 185
countries and territories. Hundreds of millions more were reached through
television, video, film and webcasts.
Born William Franklin Graham on 7th November 1918, four days before the
Armistice ended World War I, Billy Graham was reared on a dairy farm in
Charlotte, N.C. He grew up during the Depression, working hard on the family
farm.
In late 1934, when he was 15, Billy Graham was converted to Christianity
through the ministry of Mordecai Ham, a travelling evangelist, who visited
Charlotte for a series of revival meetings. He was ordained in 1939 by Peniel
Baptist Church in Palatka, Fla. (a church in the Southern Baptist Convention) and
studied at Florida Bible Institute (now Trinity College of Florida) and Wheaton
College Illinois, before going into the ministry. He also married a fellow student,
Ruth McCue Bell, daughter of a missionary surgeon to China.
Billy Graham's gift of evangelistic preaching was evident early on, but it was the
1949 Los Angeles Crusade which vaulted him into the public eye. He astonished
the churches and people of Los Angeles by drawing 350,000 people over eight
weeks, and leading 3,000 of them to make decisions for Christ. In the nearly 60
years of ministry that followed, Billy Graham preached the gospel in nearly every
corner of the world. His last 'crusade' was at Flushing Meadow in New York in
2005.
Many Christians in the UK can trace their own faith in God back to Billy
Graham's crusade to Harringay in 1954, or Earls Court in 1966 or 1967, or to
Mission England, in 1984, as well as other, shorter visits. Hundreds of men went
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for ordination because of his preaching.
Billy Graham's son, Franklin, writes: 'My father's journey of faith on earth has
ended. He has been reunited with my mother and has stepped into the eternal
joy of Heaven in the presence of his Saviour, in whom he placed his hope.'
For more details on Billy Graham's life, please visit www.billygraham.org.uk
Church welcomes plans for plastic and wildlife
The Church of England has welcomed the Government’s recent plans to protect
the environment by tackling the problem of too much plastic, and helping
wildlife.
The new environmental plans have been hailed as ‘terrific’ and as ‘caring for
God’s creation’, according to the Bishop of Salisbury, the Rt Revd Nick Holtam,
who is the Church’s lead bishop on environmental issues.
The Government recently announced that it is going to bring in measures
designed to eliminate all avoidable plastic by 2042. This 25-year environmental
plan, said Theresa May, was because plastic has become ‘one of the great
environmental scourges of our time. In years to come, I think people will be
shocked at how today we allow so much plastic to be produced needlessly.’
Bishop Holtam said that while a 25-year time scale ‘does look slow’, at least it
was a start.
The Government has also announced plans to help wildlife, by introducing
500,000 new hectares of habitat for endangered species, and has promised to
provide £5.7 million to kick-start a new Northern Forest project, where 50
million trees will be planted between Liverpool and Hull.
The head of global policy at Christian Aid, Dr Alison Doig, has also welcomed
the Government’s plans. ‘God’s creation is not something for us to simply use
and abuse, but to cherish, protect and pass on. Unfortunately, we have not taken
good care of it.’
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Holsworthy Benefice Service Chart

March 2018

Holsworthy Benefice Services for March and Holy Week (Anglican - all welcome)
Bridgerule
3rd Sunday
of Lent
Thursday
Friday
4th Sunday
of Lent
Thursday

4th Mar
8th Mar
9th Mar
11th Mar
Mothering
Sunday
15th Mar

Friday
16th Mar
18th Mar
Fifth Sunday
Passiontide
of Lent
begins
Palm Sunday
Monday of
Holy Week
Tuesday of
Holy Week
Wednesday
of Holy Week

25th Mar

11.15am Family
Sung Eucharist

11.15am Morning
Prayer

11.15am Sung
Eucharist
11.15am Family
Service

Hollacombe

Holsworthy

Pancrasweek

11am Eucharist, Reflection and Lent Lunch - Holsworthy
9.30am Sung
Holy
9.30am Sung Eucharist
11.15am Morning Prayer
Communion
9.30am Morning Worship
9.30am
11.15am Family Sung
6pm Meditative Eucharist Eucharist with
Eucharist
with Anointing
hymns

26th Mar

11am Said Eucharist with reflection - Holsworthy

27th Mar

11am Said Eucharist with reflection - Holsworthy
7pm Stations of the Cross with Eucharist - Pyworthy

28th Mar

11am Said Eucharist with reflection - Holsworthy

Maundy
Thursday

29th Mar

Good Friday

30th Mar

Holy
Saturday

31st Mar

Easter Day

1st April

Monday of
Easter Week

2nd April

Pyworthy

3pm
9.30am Sung Eucharist
11.15am Family Service
Evensong
7pm Eucharist and Lent Reflection - Holsworthy
11am Eucharist, Reflection and Lent Lunch - Holsworthy
11.15am Sung
9.30am Sung Everybody
Everybody Welcome
Welcome Eucharist
Eucharist
7pm Eucharist and Lent Reflection - Holsworthy

6pm Sung Eucharist with washing of feet & striping of the altar - Bridgerule
8pm Sung Eucharist with washing of feet & striping of the altar & Watch at the Altar of Repose - Holsworthy
11.50pm Compline - Holsworthy
10.30am Walk of Witness - Holsworthy Square
1.30pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord - Holsworthy
3pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord - Bridgerule
5pm Creative Church Music and Meditation on the last words of Jesus - Pyworthy
7pm Tenebrae - Holsworthy
3pm Creative Church Stations of the Cross - Pyworthy
8pm Benefice Easter Vigil
9.30am Sung
9.30 Said
11.15am Family
BCP Holy
9.30am Sung Eucharist
Eucharist with 11.15 Sung Eucharist
Sung Eucharist
Communion
hymns
11am Creative Church with
2pm Creative Church
4pm Creative Church
Easter Egg Hunt
with Easter Egg Hunt
with Easter Egg Hunt
Badock Gardens

Not been to church before? or not in a while? Come and give it a go - everyone welcome.

This chart was correct at the time we went to press. Please check on the back
of your weekly service sheet for any last-minute changes or take a look at the
website. www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
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ALF

BUDE
01288 352282

BLACKMAN

C AMELFO RD
0184 0 214891

Builder

A R T H U R W. B R Y A N T

FUNERAL

also Carpentry,
Plumbing, Decorating &
General Repairs

HOLSWO RTHY
014 09 253000

SERVIC E

INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL SERVIC E
MEMO RIAL
MASONRY
OUR FAMILY C ARING FO R YOUR
FAMILY FO R OVER 50 YEARS

Tel: 01409 253158

PRE PAYMENT FUNERAL
PLANS

Mob: 07774 672695

W / AW B RYA N T. C O. U K
E / C A R I N G @ AW B RYA N T. C O. U K

Clare Hunter Therapy

Do You Enjoy Singing?

Do you suffer with

Then come and join the choir at St
Peter and St Paul Holsworthy

Back Pain
Mobility Issues
Stiff Neck/ Shoulder
Stress

If you are interested please contact
Margaret Stacey and discuss with
her what you may be able to do.

Painful Joints
Stress
Poor Sleep
Headaches

Or would you simply like to feel
WELL?

Mobile: 07971930294

I provide highly effective, gentle
Bowen Therapy to help your body
feel better and reduce pain.

Or Email:
Whether it is every Sunday or just
special occasions, you would be very
welcome.

Call me today on 07977511217
or 01409 220100
Book 3 treatments & the 4th is free
www.clarehuntertherapy.co.uk
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March 2018
Letter from St. James the Least of All
Happily, the Church of England still retains some singular
parish clergy. Take the parish of St. James-the-Least in the
county of C....... for example. Here the elderly Anglo-Catholic vicar, Eustace,
continues his correspondence to Darren, his nephew, a low-church curate
recently ordained…

On the perils of ladies cleaning the church
The Rectory
St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
I must begin with a confession. I know it is wrong of
me, but last Wednesday I coveted your modern, purposebuilt, user-friendly worship centre. Your concrete
cube may have all the aesthetic charm of a suburban
bus shelter, but it is clean, bright and does not have
the propensity for sheltering dead animals in dark
corners.
March at St. James the Least brings an annual event I
dread: the Boon Day. There is a certain irony in the
ladies of the parish – who without exception employ
dailies to do all their domestic cleaning and dusting
– getting together to wash, polish and scrape 12
months-worth of accumulated dirt from the church
interior.
Having very obviously put in hours of thought about
correct dress – not looking as if they’re set for
drinks at the golf club, but equally not giving the
impression that wielding a mop and bucket comes
naturally to them – they arrive equipped with the
Cartier equivalents of bleach and dusters. I am
slightly surprised Admiral Wetherspoon’s wife
knows which end of a brush should be held.
Miss Pemberton’s over-enthusiastic use of bleach for
cleaning the sanctuary floor in the Lady Chapel makes
one feel one is entering a public lavatory rather than
16

a house of God. Books, service sheets and collection
plates have all been so efficiently tidied away that
it will take months before anyone can find anything.
Lost coins are placed in the collection box, longforgotten gloves and scarves put out for the next
jumble sale, and dead pigeons and mice placed on the
compost heap.
Just as archaeologists date various layers of a dig
from the artefacts they recover, the ladies cleaning
the choir stalls have determined precisely when the
tenors changed from spearmint to peppermint chews
during the sermon, as they shovelled through 52
Sundays-worth of lost mints.
Our great moment of crisis came when Lady Dawes
decided to clean the statue of St. James the Least,
standing in his niche above the high altar. An eight
foot, 50-year-old step ladder and an 18 stone seventy
year-old dowager are not an ideal combination. St.
James had stood on his plinth, unmolested, for the
best part of 500 years, two fingers held in a sign of
blessing. Until last Wednesday.
For Lady D’s last flourish, removing the cobwebs from
St. James’ head, caused her to lose her balance. She
grasped for something for support, failed, and hit the
floor still holding one of our saint’s two fingers. He
now stands – admittedly very clean – but with only one
finger raised to the congregation in a far from
saintly gesture. A little judicious application of
glue will be necessary before he makes his true
intentions clear.
And so we now live in a state of uninhabitable order
and hygiene. Within a month, the skills of mice and
men should hopefully return us to our preferred
ambience for Christian worship.
Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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Holsworthy Methodist Church
Thursday Group
Programme 2018
March 15th
March 29th
April 12th
April 26th
May 10th
May 24th
June 7th

“Flowers and Buttonholes” - Val Shadrick
Maundy Communion – Rev. Martin Keenan
Vist to Homeleigh
“Launceston Town Crier” – Rob Tremain
“Visiting New Zealand” – Sylvia Simmonds
“The Hat Shop” – Kerry Seymour-Smith
AGM/”Travels Abroad” – Hilary Vivian

All meetings at 7.30pm unless stated otherwise
For further information please contact Doreen Buckingham (Tel 253462)

Some High Days and Holy Days in March
5

Eusebius: friend of St. Jerome

Eusebius is the saint for you if you believe in the Bible, and also in providing
hospitality. He was born of a good family in Cremona, Italy, in the fourth
century, and felt called to become a monk. As Eusebius was ascetic by nature,
he sought out St Jerome in Rome, who advocated an austere lifestyle for monks.
They became life-long friends. At that time, Jerome was secretary to Pope
Damasus, who commissioned him to produce for the Western church a
translation of the Bible in Latin.
It was a time when Christian theologians were defending the faith from various
heresies which had arisen concerning the nature of God. Eusebius was a loyal
friend of Jerome, and became involved in Jerome’s theological disputes against
various heresies.
When the Pope died in 384, Jerome decided to leave for the Holy Land.
Eusebius begged to accompany him. At Antioch, they were joined by two female
friends of Jerome’s and together they made a pilgrimage to all the places
connected with the earthly life of Jesus. Later, they decided to make their home
in Bethlehem, where Jerome continued with writing, studying, and overseeing a
monastery.

18

Jerome noticed that the vast number of pilgrims to Bethlehem were extremely
poor, so he decided to build a hostel for them. Eusebius was sent to Croatia and
Italy to raise money for the building project. He even sold his own property at
Cremona to help with finances.
Meanwhile, the theological disputes continued, and it seems that Jerome next
sent Eusebius to Rome, to support Pope Anastasius I.
In 400 AD, Eusebius may have returned to his native Cremona, or else to
Bethlehem to become the abbot of the church there. One (unproven) tradition
credits him with founding the abbey of Guadalupe in Spain. Another late
tradition credits him with raising three men from the dead - an event painted
twice by Italian Renaissance painter Raphael Sanzio.
Wherever Eusebius spent his last years, he continued to support Jerome’s
interests, and they regularly corresponded on theology. Eusebius died in 423
and it is thought he is buried alongside Jerome in Bethlehem.
11

Mothering Sunday – 4th Sunday in Lent

There is an old Jewish saying: God could not be everywhere, and therefore He
made mothers.
Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods - our human mothers - all of
them have been part of the celebration of ‘Mothering Sunday’ - as the fourth
Sunday in Lent is affectionately known. It has been celebrated in the UK since at
least the 16th century.
In Roman times, great festivals were held every Spring to honour Cybele,
Mother of all the Gods. Other pagan festivals in honour of Mother Earth were
also celebrated. With the arrival of Christianity, the festival became one
honouring Mother Church.
During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to craftsmen or working as
‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one holiday a year on which to visit their
families - which is how ‘Mothering Sunday’ got its name. This special day became
a day of family rejoicing, and the Lenten fast was broken. In some places the day
was called Simnel Day, because of the sweet cakes called simnel cakes
traditionally eaten on that day. In recent years the holiday has changed and in
many ways now resembles the American Mothers’ Day, with families going out
to Sunday lunch and generally making a fuss of their mother on the day.
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Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury,
Reformation Martyr
If you have ever been caught up in a great event at work, which has gone on to
change your own life, then Thomas Cranmer is the saint for you. He was the
first ever Protestant Archbishop of Canterbury, following King Henry VIII’s
decision to pull away from Rome, and set up the Church of England.
Born in Nottingham in1489, Thomas Cranmer became Archbishop of
Canterbury in 1533. He was adviser to both Henry VIII and Edward VI. He
helped Henry with the annulment of his marriage to Catherine of Aragon, and
along with Thomas Cromwell, supported the principle of Royal Supremacy
(where the king is sovereign over the Church in his realm).
Under Edward VI, Thomas Cranmer made major reforms to the C of E. He put
the English Bible into parish churches, compiled the first two versions of the
Book of Common Prayer, and worked with continental reformers to change
doctrine on everything from the Eucharist and veneration of saints.
But kings and queens, like American presidents, change, and the Catholic queen
Mary I was determined to wipe out Protestantism. Thomas Cranmer was
imprisoned for two years, found guilty of heresy, and burned at the stake on
21st March 1556.

All in the Months of March
It was:
200 years ago, on 11th March 1818 that Mary Shelley’s novel ‘Frankenstein, or,
The Modern Prometheus’, was published.
150 years ago, on 27th March 1868 that Patty Hill, American kindergarten
teacher and nursery education reformer, was born. She co-wrote the melody of
‘Happy Birthday to You’ with her sister Mildred.
Also 150 years ago, on 28th March 1868 that James Brudenell, 7th Earl of
Cardigan, British General, died. As Commander of the Light Brigade during the
Crimean War, he led the disastrous Charge of the Light Brigade at the Battle of
Balaclava. Noted for his arrogance, extravagance, incompetence, generosity and
bravery.
125 year ago, on 18th March 1893 that Wilfred Owen, British poet and soldier,
was born. One of the leading poets of WW1. Noted for his shocking, realistic
20

poetry about the horrors of trench warfare. (Killed in action one week before
the war ended, aged 25.)
90 years ago, on 4th March 1928 that Alan Stillitoe was born. One of the socalled ‘angry young men’ of the 1950s, and best known for his novel ‘Saturday
Night and Sunday Morning’ and his short story ‘The Loneliness of the Long
Distance Runner’. Died 2010
75 years ago, on 13th March 1943 that there was the first of two failed attempts
to assassinate Hitler in this month. On 13th he flew to Smolensk, Soviet Union,
to inspect troops on the Easter Front. German Army officers had planted a
bomb on board his plane, but it failed to explode, probably because the extreme
cold froze the detonator. There was another attempt on his life in Smolensk.
65 years ago, on 24th March 1953 that Queen Mary died. She was mother of
King Edward Vlll and also of King George Vl. She was grandmother of Queen
Elizabeth 2nd.
40 years ago, on 8th March 1978 that the first episode of Douglas Adam’s
science fiction comedy series ‘The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy’ was
broadcast on BB Radio 4.
Also 40 years ago, on 16th March 1978 that the Amoco Cadiz oil spill off
Brittany occurred. The Liberian-registered super-tanker ran aground on rocks
during a storm, split into three, and sank. Its entire cargo of 219,797 tons of
light crude and 4,000 tons of fuel oil spilled into the sea, eventually contaminating
around 200 miles of coastline, including 76 beaches. There was a massive loss of
life – the largest ever recorded at that time.
Also 40 years ago, on 30th March 1978 that Britain’s Conservative Party
recruited the (then unknown) advertising agency Saatchi & Saatchi to revamp its
image and win votes ahead of the General Election in May 1979. They produced
the famous slogan and advertising campaign ‘Labour isn’t Working’, which
contributed to the Conservatives’ election win and Margaret Thatcher becoming
Prime Minister.
30 years ago, on 19th March 1988 that the Corporals killings in Belfast took
place. Dozens of mourners attending an IRA funeral dragged two off-duty
British soldiers from a car and beat them, then drove them to a wasteground
where they were stripped and shot dead. The incident was filmed by TV
cameras, and became some of the most harrowing images of the Troubles.

21

15 years ago, on 31st March 2003 that the world’s first commercial nuclear
power station at Calder Hall, Cumbria, closed down after nearly 47 years of
service.

God in the Arts
Editor: For 2018, the Rev Michael Burgess is going to explore symbols of the Christian
faith as found in works of art.

‘He gave us eyes to see them’ - palms
The people of the Hebrews
With palms before thee went:
Our prayer and praise and anthems
Before thee we present.
Those words from the hymn of St
Theodulph, the 9th century bishop of
Orleans, will be sung by congregations up
and down the land on 25th March, as they
relive the joy and triumph of our Lord’s
entry into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday. The people then shouted
‘Hosanna to the Son of David.’ They spread their cloaks and cut down branches
to strew before Jesus. St John tells us that they were palm branches – a
reminder of the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles and traditionally a sign of rejoicing.
That mood and that scene are captured in Pietro Lorenzetti’s painting of 1320
for the Basilica of St Francis in Assisi. The costumes and architecture are typical
of medieval Siena, his birthplace, but we sense the colour and emotions of the
gospel story. Three men are lopping off palm branches to lay on the road. Jesus
sits on a donkey with a colt by His side. Everyone is caught up in the excitement,
and there is a scribe with his goose feather pen ready to write down the event.
When we gather on this Sunday, we shall hear the gospel of that entry read, and
carry our own palms. They are often made into the shape of a cross because this
day is a prelude to our Lord’s final earthly days of suffering and death. There is a
reminder of that in this fresco. All the disciples behind Jesus have a halo – save
one. It is Judas, who will play his part in that journey to Calvary. We keep our
palm crosses from last Easter until the beginning of Lent. The palms spread
beneath the donkey would have withered by the end of that first day, but our
crosses will shine victoriously as we look beyond Good Friday to the joy of
resurrection life on Easter Day.
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Support Your Local Library in Holsworthy
“I have always imagined that Paradise will be a kind of Library” –
Jorge Luis Borges
Are you a Library member? The library staff and a lot of it’s’ members, I’m sure,
will identify with the above quote. Reading can be beneficial in numerous ways,
not only as an educational and informative source but also as a therapeutic tool –
a way of escaping the real world and improving well-being.
So why not join us? It’s free and as well as stocking a great range of books we
also offer:
Activities and events for
PCs with Internet, email, and word
children including the Bookstart and
processing/Office (2 hours free access
Book Track reading schemes
per day for members)
Bounce & Rhyme singing sessions for Help getting started with computers
pre-school children
(thanks to our volunteer helper)
Audio Books (Spoken word) CDs
Language courses
Requests service for books, music and Local Studies materials
film
Colour Photocopier
Community Noticeboard
Reading Groups
Lego Club
We run a regular walking book group (where books are discussed on a walk), or
can help you set up your own book group. We also hold events, author talks, craft
sessions for children etc. Look out for posters or follow us on Facebook to keep
up to date.
Our opening times are:
We look forward to seeing you soon.
Monday
14:00 - 17:00
Jackie Parrish, Holsworthy Library.
Tuesday
Closed
Wednesday 10:00 - 18:00
01409 253514
Thursday
10:00 - 17:00
Friday
Saturday

Closed
10:00 - 13:00

Quotes of the Month
•
•

Holiness is not something to be received in a meeting; it is a life to be
lived and to be lived in detail. D Martyn Lloyd-Jones
A recession is a period when people do without the things their parents
never had.
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The Puzzle Pages

March 2018 Crossword
The solution to this crossword puzzle can be found on page 27
Across
1 Arouse (Song of Songs 2:7) (6)
4 Extinguish (Isaiah 1:31) (6)
8 ‘“They — — ,” you will say, “but I’m not hurt!”’ (Proverbs 23:35) (3,2)
9 Unhappiness (Nehemiah 2:2) (7)
10 Jewish (7)
11 Dirge (anag.) (5)
12 ‘A truthful witness gives honest — , but a false witness tells lies’ (Proverbs
12:17) (9)
17 Paul quoted from the second one in his address in the synagogue at Pisidian
Antioch (Acts 13:33) (5)
19 ‘Do not use your freedom to — the sinful nature’ (Galatians 5:13) (7)
21 ‘As you can see, he has done nothing to — death’ (Luke 23:15) (7)
22 Name applied by Isaiah to Jerusalem (Isaiah 29:1) (5)
23 ‘All the people — — one man, saying, “None of us will go home”’ (Judges
20:8) (4,2)
24 Lazarus, who was carried by angels to Abraham’s side when he died, was one
(Luke 16:20) (6)
Down
1 Appalled (Job 26:11) (6)
2 ‘In an — to escape from the ship, the sailors let the lifeboat down into the
sea’ (Acts 27:30) (7)
3 Expel (Acts 18:16) (5)
5 ‘But I have a baptism to — , and how distressed I am until it is completed!’
(Luke 12:50) (7)
6 ‘Of the increase of his government and peace there will be — — ’ (Isaiah 9:7)
(2,3)
7 Hurry (Psalm 119:60) (6)
9 ‘For I desire mercy, not — , and acknowledgement of God rather than burnt
offerings’ (Hosea 6:6) (9)
13 One of its towns was Sychar, where Jesus met a woman at Jacob’s well (John
4:5) (7)
14 Shouting (Acts 7:57) (7)
15 Arachnid (Isaiah 59:5) (6)
16 One of Paul’s first converts in Philippi was Lydia, a — in purple cloth (Acts
16:14) (6)
18 Donkeys (5)
20 Raked (anag.) (5)

24

March 2018 Maze
Start at the top left and
exit at the bottom right.
March 2018 Sudoku
Solution to the February
2018 Sudoku
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Holsworthy Church
New Bellringers
Are you interested in ringing
Holsworthy Church Bells?
We would love to meet you and
teach you the skill of ringing.

If you are interested
please Contact The
Tower Captain:
Mr Ralph Chapman
01409 253040
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March 2018 Crossword Solution
ACROSS: 1, Awaken. 4, Quench. 8, Hit me. 9, Sadness. 10, Semitic. 11, Ridge.
12, Testimony. 17, Psalm. 19, Indulge. 21, Deserve. 22, Ariel. 23, Rose as. 24,
Beggar.
DOWN: 1, Aghast. 2, Attempt. 3, Eject. 5, Undergo. 6, No end. 7, Hasten. 9,
Sacrifice. 13, Samaria. 14, Yelling. 15, Spider. 16, Dealer. 18, Asses. 20, Drake.

Some Very Useful Numbers
Holsworthy Benefice Priest-in-Charge:
Mother Elizabeth Burke, The Rectory, Bodmin Street, Holsworthy, EX22 6BH
01409 255490 or 07990 978485
Primary School
Holsworthy Community College
Library
Health Centre
Sports Hall
Holsworthy Visitor Centre
Brownies (M Galjardt)
Guides (Jane Crocombe)
Scouts (Cathy Withall)
Town Clerk
Memorial Hall
Holsworthy Play Group (Dawn Bewes)
Methodist Church
Holsworthy Hospital
Boots the Chemist
Lloyds Pharmacy
Stagecoach South West
National Rail Enquiries
Rev’d Jane Lucas (Ashwater Benefice)
Rev’d Kathy Roberts (Black Torrington Benefice)
Rev’d Richard Freeman (Bradworthy Benefice)
CAB (Citizen’s Advice Bureau)
(Weekdays 9.30 am – 4.00 pm)
Samaritans
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253700
253430
253514
253692
254013
254185
254727
211319
254803
253312
255450
253825
259850
253424
255295
253461
01392 42 77 11
03457 48 49 50
01409 211205
01409 231279
01409 241315
02444 111 444
116 123

Printed by: EASYPRINT (SW) Ltd
Unit 1 Red Post Workshops
Red Post
Bude
Cornwall
EX23 9NW
Email
Phone 01288 381700

Supporting our Advertisers
The advertisers in this magazine cover the cost of production so that we are able to
distribute it free of charge. Whilst pleased to welcome advertisements, the PCC’s of
the United Churches of the Holsworthy Benefice cannot offer endorsement of any
specific advertiser or event.
…but if you respond to one of our advertisers please tell them you saw their advert
in our Parish Magazine.
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