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Church Contacts
Holsworthy & Pyworthy Churches are usually open every day.
Come in and sit for a while and spend time with God.
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If you have anything you would like to be considered for publication in
our magazine please give it to the editor by the 20th of the preceding
month. It can be sent electronically or hand written. Our printer in
Bude can usually reproduce photographs to a reasonable standard. If
you want any hard copy or pictures returned please ensure your name
and address is on the back.

This magazine is produced for the churches of St. Bridget’s, Bridgerule;
St. Peter and St. Paul Holsworthy; St. Petroc, Hollacombe;
St. Pancras, Pancrasweek; St. Swithun, Pyworthy and is the only publication promoting
the views and vision of the benefice.
The contents of this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the individual
PCC’s but are those of individual contributors.

www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
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Reflection
By the Rev Paul Hardingham, Editor at the Parish Pump
The Challenges of Christmas
Christmas is a great time of year, but it’s not without its challenges! One
household had 250,000 Christmas lights, but could not boil a kettle for fear of
blowing the system!
The challenge of over-indulging
We all remember the episode of the Vicar of Dibley, where she had to consume
four Christmas dinners! Christmas is a time when we usually eat and drink far
too much, the average person gaining 6 pounds in weight. But Christmas is not
simply about gaining weight, but losing what weighs us down. ‘Cast all your
anxiety on Him because He cares for you.’ (1 Peter 5:7). Whatever your
concerns or worries this Christmas, bring them to God.
The challenge of overspending
In the rush to buy Christmas cards, a woman bought a pack of 50 identical cards.
Without reading the verse, she hastily signed and sent them off, but for one. A
few days later she read the message: ‘This card is just to say a little gift is on the
way.’ Christmas is not about getting into debt, but God getting us out of debt.
He spent exactly what was needed on the first Christmas night: ‘You are to give
Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.’ (Matthew
1:21).
The challenge of over too quickly
Christmas doesn’t last very long, yet the effect of the first Christmas is longlasting. ‘For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.’ (John 3:16). Jesus
has come to bring us life in all its fullness, both for now and all eternity.
How do we face the challenges of Christmas? ‘Yet what I can, I give Him - give
my heart’.
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News From The Parishes In Our Benefice

St. Peter and St. Paul, Holsworthy
Operation Christmas Child
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the shoebox appeal. A Total of 22
shoeboxes full of presents for children were sent to the collection point.
Somewhere in the world you will make a poor child very happy.

Oil Tank News
First hurdle completed. The Diocese has given their permission for us to
reallocate the oil tank. You may have spotted the Planning Permission notice
that has gone up on the lamppost near the lych gate. If there are no objections
and planning permission is granted we should be able get the job completed
before the really cold weather arrives.

Holsworthy Livestock Market
Christmas Celebration to include Carols & Holsworthy Town Band
All most welcome to attend
Friday 16th December 7.30pm

Flower Arrangers Wanted
HELP IS NEEDED!
Do you enjoy the beautiful flowers in
Holsworthy Church?
We desperately need a few more people to
help on the rota.
YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE AN EXPERT FLOWER ARRANGER.
If we can get enough people it would only mean one
arrangement a year in either the Lady Chapel or beside the Altar
If you love flowers and you would like to help
or would like to find out more
please ring Jean Frayne. 01409 259295
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The Butterfly Club
This is a new venture to support those who have been
bereaved. It is an informal opportunity for those who have been
bereaved to support one another and to receive support. The next meeting will
be on Friday December 6th at The Long House, at 10.00am. All those who have
experienced bereavement are welcome.

Coffee Morning
in aid of
Holsworthy Church
Kath Durling is organising a coffee morning for Holsworthy church on

Wednesday 7th December.
Holsworthy Memorial Hall 9am-12.

Donations of Items for Tombola, Cake stall, raffle prizes would be very
much appreciated.

Holsworthy Church
New Bellringers
Are you interested in ringing Holsworthy Church Bells?
We would love to meet you and teach you the skill of ringing.

Wednesday night is practice night! (7.30pm)
Contact: Tower Captain: Mr Ralph Chapman 01409 253040
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St. Petroc, Hollacombe by Margaret Stacey
It is good to be back in our church after a longer than expected time away due
to the repairs.
We look forward to the next year now being watertight and hopefully no
problems for the foreseeable future.
Many thanks to all who have helped and supported during this time and
especially to SS Peter and Paul’s Church, Holsworthy, for allowing us to freely
use the church during the time the building work was taking place. Thanks must
also go to the choir and crucifer. We look forward to welcoming everyone to St
Petroc Hollacombe now we are 'back in business'.
Services in December at St Petroc are as follows:
Sunday 4th Dec. 3.00pm Evensong
Sunday 18th Dec. 9.00am Holy Comm. (BCP)
Sunday 25th Dec. 9.00am Holy Comm. (BCP)

WEDNESDAY 28th DECEMBER 3.00pm,
TRADITIONAL CAROL SERVICE followed by Festive
Refreshments.
Please note, NO SERVICE 1st Jan.'17.

St. Swithun, Pyworthy by Liffy Lowes
Christmas Season Services and Events at Pyworthy
CHRISTINGLE
All welcome to
St Swithun's Church, Pyworthy for
4pm on Sunday December 4th
(in aid of The Children's Society)
(children are asked to bring a wrapped present suitable for boy or
girl and labelled accordingly. These gifts will go to the Women's
Refuge in Barnstaple)
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CAROLS AND CHRISTMAS MUSIC
All welcome to St Swithun's Church, Pyworthy for an Evening
of Christmas Carols and Music
7.30pm on Friday December 16th
In aid of
Children's Hospice South West

CRIB SERVICE
Parents, grandparents, friends and
children of all ages are invited to
St Swithun's Crib Service
on Saturday December 24th at
11.00am.

Midnight Mass of the Nativity
Also on Saturday December 24th at 11.15pm Midnight Mass
of the Nativity everyone is welcome to attend it.
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Holsworthy Connect - an update from Jonathan
Schnarr
Ed. Note. - This item comes from the monthly Prayer Mail that Jonathan sends out to
all his subscribers. Please contact Jonathan if you want to be added to his list.
I am just sitting at my desk in the College in Holsworthy and am reflecting
on the last lunch break:
It is a month of answers to prayer: In the last Prayer Mail I
asked you to pray for the start of a new lunch time club here we are: THE HUB, our weekly lunch time drop-in club
kicked off last week and today I gave away 50 free
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milkshakes to students. I was able to talk about Connect and the
generosity of churches like you who make it possible to offer the
Milkshakes for free. And I was able to share about Jesus...
Over the next weeks I hope to start developing a group of students who
come regularly not to just drink milkshakes but to play games, feel
comfortable to chat and see this lunch time club as a safe place to come
and go.
At times like this I am just speechless, thanking God for successes and
am in awe of what he can do in a small College in West Devon, just by
someone offering Milkshakes and playing games with students.
Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who
seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
- Matthew 7:7
The first Half Term has been great. Apart from 2 weeks away at
conference in Torquay and at Moorlands College in Bournemouth where I
learnt more about Vision and Change in Youth Ministry, cultural
backgrounds of the Bible and Biblical Archaeology, I had a good start
back in the school and the youth clubs and churches in this area.
Lots of new Year 7 students have met me and know my name; some even
shout it through the classroom when I come into a lesson. It is exciting to
see their enthusiasm and their openness to new things. But I have also
seen many students who returned to school very reluctantly, not being
able to engage with the subjects or worried because of home situations. In
those moments it is good to be able to journey with them and encourage
them to take the next step or to invite them to chat.
During Half Term I took 4 young people to TAG, a youth conference in
Tiverton. Together with 45 other young people and their youth leaders we
looked at the opportunities each of us has to be an influencer in our
communities around.
The theme for the 2 days, 'Echo', made us think about where we can be
an echo of God's voice. It was an incredible time full of worship, seminars,
food, free time and reflection time. At the end we were able to pray for and
with our young people, which was great.
It also enabled us to think about how we can be more practical within our
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discipleship group Rock Solid. Let's see how God is moving within these 4
young people over the next months and years.

Remember - Your prayer is essential for the success of the work done in
Holsworthy and its area!
Please pray for
• More of God in the College: through spending time with the students
and the staff but also through conversations at the HUB
• The planning of the GSUSlive trailer coming to Holsworthy in March
2017
• Perseverance and strength for Jonathan in his last Year of the degree
• More support and more volunteers to come into the school and support
both Jonathan, the students and staff
Connect is working together with 4 secondary schools in Mid Devon in
Crediton, Chulmleigh, Holsworthy and Okehampton.
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November 2016 - Letter from St. James the Least of All
Happily, the Church of England still retains some
singular parish clergy. Take the parish of St. Jamesthe-Least in the county of C....... for example. Here the
elderly Anglo-Catholic vicar, Eustace, continues his
correspondence to Darren, his nephew, a low-church
curate recently ordained…

On what sort of dog a clergyman should own
The Rectory
St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
I am absolutely delighted to hear that you are getting
a dog. But be careful which variety you choose. First,
your dog must be something substantial, but not prone
to fighting or making amorous advances towards
parishioners’ dogs. A mongrel may be all very well for
you as a curate, but think to the future when you are
an incumbent. Get a pedigree. It sets a better tone at
the Rectory.
It should also be a breed that sheds hair copiously,
which should deter your more fastidious parishioners
from bothering you at home. If it also drools, that is
a bonus. I would recommend you do not get a sheepdog.
They become neurotic trying to round everyone up as
they roam round your lawn at the annual Summer Fete.
It can be quite useful giving your dog a name that naturally, by coincidence - is remarkably similar to
that of an awkward parishioner. Being able to bawl out
commands to “come”, “sit”, and “stop that”, along with
the pet’s name, can be cathartic to you, salutary to
the parishioner concerned and instructive to the rest
of your congregation.
Dogs keep every confidence you tell them, are
infinitely sympathetic when you moan about the flower
arrangers, and make an excellent audience when you
rehearse your Sunday sermon on them. Just like my
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parishioners, my Labrador gives me a look of wellmeaning incomprehension as I get underway, and within
minutes slips into a peaceful doze, which continues
until my sermon concludes.
When gentlemen of the road call, before you open the
door, make a series of very audible commands that
imply you are restraining a ravenous beast. That your
ravenous beast is smiling and tail-wagging, is
irrelevant. It will make your caller hesitate to ring
the bell another time.
Dogs also provide an excellent excuse for terminating
endless meetings, overlong phone calls, parish socials
and even visits to the bishop. Even the hardest of
hearts cannot stop you from dashing home to give your
pet a toilet break, much, of course, as you would like
to continue enjoying yourself with whoever it is you
are obliged to flee from.
But do not take them to your church council meetings.
When difficult decisions have to be made, you can
never rely on them voting the way you want. My
Labrador will wag her tail and agree with anyone.
Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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ALF
BLACKMAN
Builder
also Carpentry, Plumbing,
Decorating & General
Wedding Cars: 01409-253-449
Repairs

We offer an inclusive wedding car
service,

Tel: 01409 253158
Mob: 07774 672695

Call a Taxi: 07794-637-143
Parkers Cars are the local taxi hire
company. We are available 24 hours a
day to any destination at any distance.
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Clare Hunter Therapy
Back ache
Injury
Headaches
Stress

Bodmin Street, Holsworthy
TRADITIONAL
PUB
No TV or Music
Just good beer
And
Good Company

Painful Joints
Mobility Problems
Stiff neck/shoulder
General Wellbeing

Bowen is a highly effective,
pain free, therapy.

Call Clare on 07977511217
or 01409 220100
www.clarehuntertherapy.co.uk

Special offer, £10 off first
treatment.
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The United Churches of Holsworthy Benefice December 2016 Services
December
4th
December
2nd of
Advent

Holsworthy
10.00am
Holy Communion

7th
December
Wednesday
11th
December
3rd of
Advent
12th
December
Monday
13th
December
Tuesday
14th
December
Wednesday
15th
December
Thursday
16th
December
Friday
18th
December
4th of
Advent

12.00
Holy Communion

21st
December
Wednesday
Christmas
Eve
Saturday

12.00
Holy Communion

Christmas
Day
Sunday
28th
December
Wednesday

Hollacombe
3.00pm
Evensong

10.00am
Holy Communion
6.00pm
Civic Carol service

Pyworthy
9.30am
Morning
Prayer
4.00pm
Christingle*

Bridgerule
11.15am
Holy
Communion

9.00am
Holy
Communion

11.15am
Christingle

Pancrasweek

Notes
*service
begins with
refreshments

Coffee
served after
service
3.00pm
Deer Park
Carols
3.00pm
Bodmeyrick
Carols

12.00
Holy Communion
1.30pm
School Christmas &
Christingle Service

10.00am
Holy Communion

9.00am
Holy
Communion

4.00pm
Carols Round
the Tree
11.30pm
Midnight Mass

7.30pm
Carol
Concert
9.30am
Morning
Prayer

11.15am
Holy
Communion
6.30pm
Carol Service*

*At
Bridgerule
Chapel

11.00am
Crib service
11.15pm
Midnight
Mass
9.00am
Holy
Communion
3.00pm
Carol Service

10.15am
Holy
Communion

11.00
Holy
Communion

Services during the week in December –
Morning Prayer is celebrated at 8.00am on the following days,
Monday and Wednesday at St. Swithun, Pyworthy,
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday at St. Peter and St. Paul, Holsworthy
Please check the website for any last minute changes.

www.holsworthybenefice.org
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From The Parish Pump – General News
2015 Attendance Statistics published by C of E
New Church of England statistics for 2015, just published, show that just under
one million people attend services each week. The survey, carried out over four
weeks in October 2015, found 960,000 people attending church each week, with
820,000 adults and 140,000 children. Schools services added a further 160,000
attenders.
The total worshipping community of churches across the Church of England, the
report says, was 1,142,000 people, of whom 20% were aged under 18, 50% were
aged 18-69 and 30% were aged 70 or over.
Figures also show that 2.5 million attended a Church of England Church at
Christmas in 2015 and 1.3 million people attended a service at Easter.
Additionally, 2.3 million people attended special Advent services for the
congregation and local community, whilst 2.7 million attended special Advent
services for civic organisations and schools.
In 2015, the Church carried out just under 1,000 weddings, 2,000 baptisms, and
almost 3,000 funerals every week of the year. Attendances at these services are
not recorded but conservative estimates of 50 at each of those 6000 services
would add up to 300,000 attendances each week or more than 15 million each
year.
Some 11% of births during 2015 were marked by a Church of England infant
baptism or thanksgiving service whilst 30% of deaths were marked by a Church
of England funeral.
As a whole the figures represent a continuing trend that has shown an 11%
decrease in attendance over the past decade with an average decline of just over
1% a year.
A one-off question for 2015 asked churches about the facilities they provide.
The responses suggest that nearly half now have kitchen facilities and more than
60% have toilets. The 16,000 churches of the Church of England serve
communities in a range of different ways, including full-or part-time shops in 212
of them and post offices in 152.
William Nye, Secretary General of the Archbishops’ Council, said: “The Church
of England is setting out on a journey of Renewal & Reform, aiming to reverse
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our numerical decline in attendance so that we become a growing church in
every region and for every generation.
“The Church of England is open to and for everyone in England, building up the
Body of Christ and working for the common good. For some of those who
support our work, weekly attendance at services is part of their discipleship.
There will be many others, as we know from the Census, who identify with us
but who worship on a less regular basis.
“These figures represent a realistic assessment of where we start from in terms
of weekly attendance. We are confident in a hopeful future where our love of
God and service of neighbour will form the basis for future growth.
“Statistics for Mission provides an invaluable foundation for this and
demonstrates that the Church, fully aware of where we are yet confident of the
future, still has a strong base to work from.”
Iranian Christians face 80 lashes for taking communion wine
Three Iranian Christians are to appeal a sentence of 80 lashes for taking
Communion wine. The Christians are converts from Muslim backgrounds. The
sentence reflects the state’s hard-line refusal to recognise the right of Muslims to
change their religion.
Now Release International is calling for the Iranian authorities to allow its
citizens to choose their own faith and to acquit the Christians. They also face
charges of crimes ‘against national security’.
Yaser Mosibzadeh, Saheb Fadayee and Mohammed Reza Omidi (also known as
Youhan) were arrested at their house church in Rasht earlier this year.
90 prisoners are now in jail for their faith. Many have been beaten and abused.
Some have been threatened with death. Iranian officials often target evangelical
house groups. Yet the Church in Iran continues to grow, despite being under
constant pressure.
The Messy Nativity Sheep Trail
Knitting sheep may not be your first choice for a hobby this Advent, but there
will be people in your community who actually get excited about doing just this!
Across the country there are many communities sharing the real story of
Christmas by creating a Messy Nativity Sheep Trail for families.
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Knitted sheep are placed in shops and buildings, and families hunt for their
names to complete a trail leaflet. On the leaflet is the real story of Christmas.
Communities are encouraged to have fun exploring, yet also discovering that
Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Jesus and not Santa.
Schools have become involved, shops have offered vouchers for prize draws, and
churches have created special services to which the families and the sheep are
invited. Bible Reading Fellowship, who is backing the initiative, has received
stories, photos and encouragement about how the sheep are helping to bring
Jesus back into Christmas.
For how to get started, go to: http://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/messynativity If you feel it is too late for this year, at least you can knit now – for next
year!

All in the Month of December
It was:
300 years ago:- on 26th Dec 1716 that Thomas Gray was born. This English
poet, scholar and educator is best known for ‘An Elegy Written in a Country
Church Yard’.
250 years ago:- on 5th Dec 1766 that British auctioneer James Christie held his
first sale, in London. He went on to found Christie’s, the world’s oldest auction
house.
Also 250 years ago:- on 29th Dec 1766 that Charles Macintosh, the Scottish
chemist was born. He invented a method of waterproofing fabric, and the
mackintosh waterproof coat is named after him.
150 years ago:- on 1st Dec 1866 that Sir George Everest, Welsh surveyor and
geographer, died. Mount Everest was named after him. He was noted for his
important role in the trigonometric survey of India.
100 years ago:- on 7th Dec 1916 that David Lloyd George became British Prime
Minister.
Also 100 years ago:- on 30th Dec 1916 that Grigori Rasputin, Russian mystic and
healer, was murdered. He was a favourite of Tsar Nicholas II and his wife
Alexandra after healing their son, a haemophiliac, who was bleeding from an
injury and expected to die.
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90 years ago:- on 5th Dec 1926 that Claude Monet, French artist and leader of
the Impressionist movement, died.
80 years ago:- on 11th Dec 1936 that King Edward VIII of the UK abdicated to
marry Wallis Warfield Simpson, an American divorcee. His younger brother, the
Duke of York, became King George VI.
75 years ago:- on 5th Dec 1941 that WW2’s Battle of Moscow saw the Soviet
counter-attack. Soviet forces launched a massive counter-offensive that drove
the Germans out of Moscow, ending Operation Barbarossa (the German
invasion of the Soviet Union.)
Also 75 years ago:- on 7th Dec 1941 that WW2’s attack on Pearl Harbour,
Hawaii, took place. Japan launched a surprise bomb attack on Pearl Harbour and
other US bases in the Pacific, and declared war on the USA and UK. The USA
and UK declared war on Japan the following day. The War in Europe became a
World War.
70 years ago:- on 11th Dec 1946 that UNICEF, the United Nations International
Children’s Emergency Fund, was established in New York City.
65 years ago:- on 31st Dec 1951 that The Marshall Plan ended. It was set up by
the USA after WW2 to help rebuild Europe, and distributed $13billion in foreign
aid.
60 years ago:- on 12th Dec 1956 that the IRA began its Border Campaign in
Northern Ireland. The campaign of guerrilla warfare aimed to overthrow British
rule and establish a united Ireland.
40 years ago:- on 8th Dec 1976 that the album Hotel California by the American
rock band the Eagles was released. It became their best-selling studio album –
more than 32 million copies.
30 years ago:- on 17th Dec 1986 that Davina Thompson became the world’s
first recipient of a heart, lung and liver transplant, at Papworth Hospital in
Cambridge.
25 years ago:- on 10th Dec 1991 that the Maastricht Treaty, which established
the European Union, was agreed by the leaders of 12 European nations. It was
signed on 7th Feb 1992 and came into effect on 1st Nov 1993.
Also 25 years ago:- on 25th Dec 1991 that Mikhail Gorbachev resigned as
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President of the Soviet Union. The following day the Soviet Union was officially
dissolved. The 12 remaining Soviet republics became independent states.
20 years ago:- on 4th Dec 1996 that NASA launched its Mars Pathfinder
spacecraft.
Also 20 years ago:- on 27th Dec 1996 that the first genocide trial began in
Rwanda following the 1994 civil war, in which about 800,000 people were killed.
15 years ago:- on 13th Dec 2001 that the Pentagon released a videotape of alQaeda leader Osama bin Laden in which he said that the deaths and destruction
of 9/11 in New York had exceeded his most optimistic expectations.
10 years ago:- on 30th Dec 2006 that Saddam Hussein, President/dictator of Iraq
(1979-2003) was executed for war crimes.

Some of the High Days and Holy Days in
December
6 December St Nicholas – patron saint of children
Father Christmas seems to be as old as Europe. Once he was Woden, lashing his
reindeer through the darkness of northern midwinter. Then he encountered the
Church, and She transformed him into a saint, the much-loved Nicholas, Bishop
of Myra (in south-west Turkey) in the fourth century. St Nicholas became the
patron saint of children, and was given 6th December as his day.
Since the 6th century St Nicholas has been venerated in both East and West,
though virtually nothing is known of his life. Some believe he may have been one
of the fathers at the Council of Nicea (325), imprisoned during the Emperor
Diocletian’s persecution.
According to legend, Nicholas was an extremely generous man. He revived
three schoolboys murdered by an innkeeper in a tub of pickles. He rescued
three young women from prostitution by giving their poverty-stricken father
three bags of gold. (Hence the use of three gold balls as the pawnbroker’s signs.)
Over the centuries many people ‘on the fringe’, including children, sailors,
unmarried girls, pawnbrokers and moneylenders have claimed him as their
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patron.
Perhaps it was on account of St. Nicholas’ generosity that in recent centuries
children began to write little notes sometime before 6th December, to tell him
about the toys they specially wanted. These notes were then left on the
windowsill at night - or else on a ledge in the chimney.
But St Nicholas Day chanced to lie in the magnetic field of a much more potent
festival.... and after awhile his activities were moved towards Christmas. Then in
Bavaria the children still left their notes on the windowsill, but they addressed
them to Liebes Christkind - Krishkinkle as they knew him - and the saint’s part in
the matter was simply to deliver the letters in heaven.
The most popular result of the cult of St Nicholas has been the institution of
Santa Claus. He is based on Nicholas’ patronage of children and the custom in
the Low Countries of giving presents on his feast. Santa Claus has reached his
zenith in America, where the Dutch Protestants of New Amsterdam (New
York) united to it Nordic folklore legends of a magician who both punished
naughty children and rewarded good ones with presents.
21 December Winter Solstice
A Midwinter festival has been a part of life since pre-Christian times. When the
hours of daylight are fewest, the warmth of the sun weakest, and life itself
seemingly at a standstill, our ancestors, the pagan peoples of Europe and
Western Asia, kept festival by lighting bonfires and decorating their buildings
with evergreens.
Perhaps they believed that the dying sun could be enheartened by fire, and the
life of the buried seed assured by the presence of evergreen branches.
With the advent of Christianity, the Spring gods became identified with Christ,
and the birthday of the sun with the birthday of the Light of the World.
The early church father Tertullian did not approve of Christmas decorations.
“Let those who have no light in themselves light candles!... You are the light of
the world, you are the tree ever green....” But by the time of St Gregory and St
Augustine, four centuries later, this had changed. Pope Gregory instructed
Augustine not to worry about harmless outward customs, as long as the right
God be worshipped through them. And so many Anglo-Saxon customs were
never discarded, but simply endowed with a new significance.
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By 1598 one John Stow of London wrote how: “Against the feast of Christmas,
every man’s house, as also their parish churches, were decked with holme, ivie,
bayes, and whatsoever the season of the yeare afforded to be greene.”
Christmas: Why does it begin at midnight with Holy
Communion?
The hour was first chosen at Rome in the fifth century to symbolise the idea that
Christ was born at midnight – a mystical idea in no way hindered by historical
evidence! No one knows the hour of his birth.
Certainly in recent times, Holy Communion at midnight on Christmas morning
has proved popular with modern families. One British writer pointed out its
“domestic convenience” in 1947: “for where there are children and no servants,
husband and wife may be unable to communicate at any other time.” (So things
don’t change, then!)
Christmas: Where did Christmas trees come from?
There are two early stories that mention fir trees. The first involves St
Boniface, who went to Germany in the 8th century as a missionary
and found people sacrificing a child to their god under an oak tree.
Boniface was appalled, and rescued the child. He then chopped down
the oak tree and found a tiny fir tree growing nearby. He gave this to
the people and said: “This is a symbol of life. Whenever you look at this tree,
remember the Christ-child who is the one who will give you life, because he
gave his life for you.”
The second early fir tree story involves Martin Luther in the 16th century. It is
said that one year he decided to drag a fir tree into his home and to decorate it
with candles. He used it as a visual aid, telling people that the candles symbolised
Jesus as the light of the world, and the evergreen tree symbolised the eternal life
that Jesus gives to us. Many of the people who followed Luther were struck by
the idea, and took up the custom.
Christmas: Where did Christmas stockings come from?
No one is really sure, but a story is told of St Nicholas, a bishop
who lived in the 4th century, who may have started the custom
by accident. St Nicholas was of a wealthy family, and of a
generous heart. As Christmas approached one year, he wanted
to help a poor family whom he knew, but he did not want them
to know it was him. So he climbed up on their roof on Christmas Eve and
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dropped some coins down the chimney.
The next morning the coins, to the great surprise of the family, were found in
the stockings of the ladies, who had hung them to dry by the fire the night
before. Every year after that they put their stockings out, in the hope that some
more money would fall into them. They told the story of this amazing
appearance to their friends and neighbours, and the custom caught on.
Christmas: Why was Jesus born in a barn?
Our pretty Christmas cards do not do
it justice – the stable that Jesus was
born in would have been smelly, dirty,
and full of mess. So why did God not
provide something better for His
beloved Son? Why let Joseph and Mary
scrounge around until they ended up in
a smelly stable?
Perhaps because the King of Kings being
born in a foul stable is a perfect picture
of redemption. Jesus came from glory
into a world filled with the dirt, filth and
darkness of sin. And Jesus was not put
off by darkness in the least – instead,
He came to be the Light of the World. Thank God for His unspeakable gift. No
wonder the angels sang “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men.” (Luke 2:14)
Christmas: The story of mince pies
Did you know that mince pies have been traditional English Christmas fare since
the Middle Ages, when meat was a key ingredient? The addition of spices, suet
and alcohol to meat came about because it was an alternative to salting and
smoking in order to preserve the food. Mince pies used to be a different shape cradle-shaped with a pastry baby Jesus on top.
Christmas: World’s oldest fake tree
Did you know that it is a family in Wiltshire, the Parkers, who claim to own the
world’s oldest artificial Christmas tree? It was bought in 1886, and is still put up
every year.
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The Puzzle Pages
December 2016 Crossword
Across
1 ‘The blind receive sight,
the — walk’ (Luke 7:22) (4)
3 Got (Philippians 3:12) (8)
8 Leave out (Jeremiah 26:2)
(4)
9 Castigated for using
dishonest scales (Hosea
12:7) (8)
11 Weighty (1 John 5:3) (10)
14 ‘Now the serpent was
more — than any of the wild
animals the Lord God had
made’ (Genesis 3:1) (6)
15 ‘Those controlled by the
sinful nature cannot — God’
(Romans 8:8) (6)
17 Because Israel lacked one of these, tools had to be sharpened by the
Philistines (1 Samuel 13:19) (10)
20 In his vision of the two eagles and the vine, this is how Ezekiel
described the latter (Ezekiel 17:8) (8)
21 Rite (anag.) (4)
22 Nine gigs (anag.) (8)
23 ‘The eye cannot say to the — , “I don’t need you”’ (1 Corinthians 12:21)
(4)
Down
1 ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t — — , and don’t stop anywhere in the plain!’
(Genesis 19:17) (4,4)
2 Principal thoroughfare (Numbers 20:19) (4,4)
4 ‘The tax collector... beat his — and said, “God have mercy on me, a
sinner”’ (Luke 18:13) (6)
5 ‘The zeal of the Lord Almighty will — this’ (2 Kings 19:31) (10)
6 ‘The day of the Lord is — for all nations’ (Obadiah 15) (4)
7 Specified day (Acts 21:26) (4)
10 Deadly epidemic (Deuteronomy 32:24) (10)
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12 Roman Catholic church which has special ceremonial rights (8)
13 Tied up (2 Kings 7:10) (8)
16 In his speech to the Sanhedrin, Stephen described Moses as ‘powerful
in speech and — ’ (Acts 7:22) (6)
18 ‘Although he did not remove the high places, — heart was fully
committed to the Lord all his life’ (1 Kings 15:14) (4)
19 Tribe (Deuteronomy 29:18) (4)

December 2016 Sudoku

December 2016 Maze

Start at the top left and out on the bottom right
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Solution to the November 2015 Crossword and Sudoku

Smile Lines
Festive Turkey (or How to survive Christmas Day!)
1 turkey
Stuffing of choice
Streaky bacon
Slow roasting, 150 oC, 1 hour per kilogram + 30 mins extra.
Stuff the breast cavity, truss the bird, place in the roasting tin and cover
the breast with bacon. Pour over 1 bottle of Brandy and cover the tin.
Place in the pre-heated oven. Every 15 minutes, remove the cover and
pour over one of the following:
1 bottle Navy Rum, 1 bottle Brandy, 1 bottle Sherry.
Discard the cover for the last 30 minutes of cooking time. Take the bird
out of the oven, throw it away and DRINK THE GRAVY.
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Supporting our Advertisers
The advertisers in this magazine cover the cost of production so that we are able
to distribute it free of charge. Whilst pleased to welcome advertisements, the
PCC’s of the United Churches of the Holsworthy Benefice cannot offer
endorsement of any specific advertiser or event.
…but if you respond to one of our advertisers please tell them you saw their
advert in our Parish Magazine.

www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
Advertise With Us
For just £75 for the whole year you could have your
advertisement in our magazine.
This also includes a free insert onto our website.
If you are interested please contact the editor.
Either supply your own artwork or we can help you with it.

Printed by: EASYPRINT (SW) Ltd
Unit 1 Red Post Workshops
Red Post
Bude
Cornwall
EX23 9NW
Email
Phone 01288 381700

29

