Holsworthy Benefice ~ News Sheet #11

Bridgerule, Hollacombe, Holsworthy and Pyworthy with Pancrasweek

14th March 2021 - 4th Sunday of Lent - Mothering Sunday
Rector: Mother Elizabeth Burke

Tel: 01409 255490

Email: elizabethmaburke@icloud.com

Mobile: 07990978485

Sunday Services in the Holsworthy Benefice
On Zoom

Hollacombe

Holsworthy

14th Mar
Mothering Sunday 9.30am Morning Prayer
21st Mar

Pyworthy

11am Eucharist

9.30am Morning Prayer

Tues 23rd Mar
28th March
Palm Sunday

9.30am BCP Holy Communion 11am Eucharist 9.30am Morning Prayer
11.45am Bishop Robert will be leading online prayers on the anniversary of the first lock down - details to follow

9.30am Morning Prayer

11am Eucharist

9.30 Eucharist

Also on Zoom - All welcome
Tuesdays

7pm

Contemplative Prayer

Fridays

12 Noon

Midday Prayers

Zoom details;
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276?
To join by phone: 0131 460 1196
ID 826 3346 0276 Password: benefice

Lockdown Anniversary Day of Reflection: 23 March

The Church of England has teamed up with the Marie Curie charity to organise a Day of Reflection to
mark the anniversary of the first lockdown on 23 March and acknowledge the grief and loss that so many
people have experienced. People are invited to take part in a minute's silence at 1200 and churches are
encouraged to toll a bell. Click here for prayers and liturgy which can be used at home or in church.
Bishop Robert will be leading a live act of reflection from Exeter Cathedral at 1145 on 23 March.
You will be able to view it on our Facebook Page.

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS
It’s time to start thinking about APCMs!

Do you feel able to serve on a PCC or be a churchwarden?
If so please do contact a PCC member or Mother Elizabeth
Bridgerule
Dates for
APCMs

7pm
24th March

Hollacombe Holsworthy
2.30pm
14th April

Pyworthy

6pm
7.30pm
25th March 23rd March

Webpage: www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk

Text for the
Week

Colossians 3:12

As God’s chosen
ones, holy and beloved,
clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience.

Facebook Page: Holsworthy Benefice

God in the Arts
Editor: The Rev Michael Burgess continues his series on God
in the Arts with a look at ‘Ecce Ancilla Domini’ by Dante
Gabriel Rossetti. It hangs in the Tate Gallery. Our image is
from Wikimedia Commons.

Behold the handmaid of the Lord
‘Ecce Ancilla Domini’ (Behold the handmaid of the Lord) is the
title of this month’s painting of the Annunciation by Dante
Gabriel Rossetti. We shall hear those words in the Gospel for
this feast on 25th March, when Mary responds to Gabriel’s
message that she is to be the mother of our Saviour.
It is a scene that has inspired artists throughout the history of
Christianity. Over those years certain traditions emerged: in
many paintings Mary was often shown at prayer, dressed in
blue, in a room that was filled with elaborate furnishings of the
period, all opening out onto the wider world.
Rossetti’s painting of 1850 is very different. He was a founding
member of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, and as both a
poet and a painter, he soon became its recognised leader. But
the work of the Brotherhood was not without its critics. When
Rossetti’s painting was exhibited, it was dismissed as ‘absurd,
affected, ill-drawn, insipid, crotchety and puerile’ because it
was such a contrast to the more traditional portrayals of this
scene in Luke’s Gospel.

Sailko, via Wikimedia Commons

Here there is a claustrophobic feel to the painting. Mary and Gabriel fill the tiny, cell-like room. There is a
window, but it does not open out to scenery and nature: just a solitary tree. Rossetti called ‘Ecce Ancilla
Domini’ his ‘white picture.’ That is the colour that dominates: the robes of Mary and the angel, the stones of the
floor, the paint on the walls, the flowers that Gabriel offers. Blue, the traditional colour for Mary, is relegated to
the screen behind and the sky outside. Other colours are provided by the yellow flames of Gabriel’s feet and
the tapestry in the foreground on which Mary has embroidered lilies. These flowers, like the whiteness, are
symbols of purity.
The model for Mary was Christina, his sister, the author of ‘In the bleak mid-winter’, and in portraying her,
Rossetti has captured the adolescent vulnerability of Mary. A small dove linking the two characters is a sign of
God’s spirit coming to bring new life to this young girl. How does she respond? What is the expression on her
face? Does she see the adult world of responsibility and motherhood opening up before her? Is it anxiety or
wonder or awe? Or are all of these responses captured in her
expression?
The stillness of the scene, the whiteness of the room – they are like a
blank canvas on which God can paint His Gospel, His Good New of
life and hope. Just as it opened up a new world for Mary, so the
Gospel can open up a new world for all of us. We may respond with
anxiety and worry, or with wonder and awe to that invitation. Or those
feelings may be transformed into trust and service like Mary in Luke’s
Gospel: ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord: let it be with me according
to your word.’

Webpage: www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
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Sunday

14 March 2021

COLLECT

God of compassion,
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,
shared the life of a home in Nazareth,
and on the cross drew the whole human
family to himself:
strengthen us in our daily living
that in joy and in sorrow
we may know the power of your presence
to bind together and to heal;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING (Alternative readings)
Either Exodus 2:1-10
A reading from the book of Exodus.

A man from the house of Levi went and
married a Levite woman. The woman
conceived and bore a son; and when she
saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him for
three months. When she could hide him no
longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and
plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put
the child in it and placed it among the reeds
on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a
distance, to see what would happen to him.
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe
at the river, while her attendants walked beside
the river. She saw the basket among the
reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she
opened it, she saw the child. He was crying,
and she took pity on him, “This must be one
of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his
sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go
and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women
to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter
said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called
the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to
her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I
will give you your wages.” So the woman took
the child and nursed it. When the child grew
up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter,
and she took him as her son. She named him
Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of
the water.”

Or 1 Samuel 1:20-end

A reading from the first book of Samuel.
Hannah conceived and bore a son. She
named him Samuel, for she said, “I have
asked him of the LORD.” The man Elkanah
and all his household went up to offer to
the LORD the yearly sacrifice, and to pay
his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for she
said to her husband, “As soon as the child is
weaned, I will bring him, that he may appear
in the presence of the LORD, and remain
there for ever; I will offer him as a nazirite
for all time.” Her husband Elkanah said to
her, “Do what seems best to you, wait until
you have weaned him; only – may the LORD
establish his word.” So the woman remained
and nursed her son, until she weaned him.
When she had weaned him, she took him
up with her, along with a three-year-old bull,
an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She
brought him to the house of the LORD at

Mothering Sunday

Shiloh; and the child was young. Then they
slaughtered the bull, and they brought the
child to Eli. And she said, “Oh, my lord! As
you live, my lord, I am the woman who was
standing here in your presence, praying to
the LORD. For this child I prayed; and the
LORD has granted me the petition that I
made to him. Therefore I have lent him to
the LORD; as long as he lives, he is given to
the LORD.” She left him there for the LORD.

PSALM Either Psalm 34:11-20

R Come, children, and listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
Come, my children, and listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
Who is there who delights in life
and longs for days to enjoy good things? R
Keep your tongue from evil
and your lips from lying words.
Turn from evil and do good;
seek peace and pursue it. R
The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous
and his ears are open to their cry.
The face of the Lord is against those who do evil,
to root out the remembrance of them from
the earth. R
The righteous cry and the Lord hears them
and delivers them out of all their troubles.
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted
and will save those who are crushed in spirit. R
Many are the troubles of the righteous;
from them all will the Lord deliver them.
He keeps all their bones,
so that not one of them is broken. R

Or Psalm 127:1-4

R The Lord shall keep watch over your
going out and your coming in.
Unless the Lord builds the house,
those who build it labour in vain.
Unless the Lord keeps the city,
the guard keeps watch in vain. R

Or Colossians 3:12-17

A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Colossians.
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with
one another and, if anyone has a complaint
against another, forgive each other; just
as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves
with love, which binds everything together
in perfect harmony. And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in the one body. And be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly; teach and admonish one another in
all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts
sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to
God. And whatever you do, in word or deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

GOSPEL (Alternative readings)
Either Luke 2:33-35
The child’s father and mother were amazed
at what was being said about Jesus. Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother
Mary, “This child is destined for the falling
and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a
sign that will be opposed so that the inner
thoughts of many will be revealed – and a
sword will pierce your own soul too.”

Or John 19:25b-27

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.

It is in vain that you hasten to rise up early
and go so late to rest, eating the bread of toil,
for he gives his beloved sleep.
Children are a heritage from the Lord
and the fruit of the womb is his gift. R

SECOND READING (Alternative readings)
Either 2 Corinthians 1:3-7
A reading from the second letter of Paul
to the Corinthians.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the
God of all consolation, who consoles us in
all our affliction, so that we may be able to
console those who are in any affliction with
the consolation with which we ourselves are
consoled by God. For just as the sufferings
of Christ are abundant for us, so also our
consolation is abundant through Christ. If we
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are being afflicted, it is for your consolation
and salvation; if we are being consoled, it is
for your consolation, which you experience
when you patiently endure the same
sufferings that we are also suffering. Our
hope for you is unshaken; for we know that
as you share in our sufferings, so also you
share in our consolation.

Standing near the cross of Jesus were his
mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus
saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved
standing beside her, he said to his mother,
“Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the
disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that
hour the disciple took her into his own home.

POST COMMUNION

Loving God,
as a mother feeds her children at the breast
you feed us in this sacrament
with the food and drink of eternal life:
help us who have tasted your goodness
to grow in grace within the household of faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Facebook Page: Holsworthy Benefice

Sunday 14 March 2021
John 3:14-21
4th Sunday of Lent

J

esus says that he was sent
to be the light of the world
because God loves us so much.

My name is

LIGHT OF THE

Jesus makes
our lives bright
and happy.
Colour the shapes
to find a lamp that
was used in the
time of Jesus.
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Who is
Jesus?
Find the words
that tell us
about Jesus
by colouring
all the X
squares.
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Be a light!
How is Hibah
going to be a light
for the people she
meets today?
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D

ear Jesus, you are the light of
the world. Help us to be loving
and kind so that we brighten up
the lives of all we meet. Amen.

Look. Written by Aileen Urquhart. Design by Anna Davie/Louise Hilton. Edited by Rachel Thompson. Published by Redemptorist Publications Chawton Hampshire GU34 3HQ.
Copyright © Redemptorist Publications. A registered charity. www.rpbooks.co.uk
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