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My dad spent his whole working life in the shipping
industry, first in the Merchant Navy and then in the
operation and management of ports. When he came to
retire, a German shipbuilder he’d become very friendly
with invited him to come and launch a ship to mark his
retirement. But the thing is, men don’t launch ships –
apparently. Only women launch ships. So, when he and my
mother went off to Hamburg to launch the ship, it was to
be my mum who would do the honours. I was very lucky to
be able to go with them and what an experience it was.
Various lunches, dinners and receptions were held in
honour of the launch – and in honour of my mum it
seemed. Everywhere we went there would be a brass band
playing and lots of hand-shaking and speech making –
including my mum. After about two days of this, as we
walked through the docks to finally launch the ship, all the
dignitaries – and my mum – walking ahead of us, my dad
leant over to me and said– “now I know how Prince Philip
feels.”
And over the past week, as we’ve been remembering
Prince Philip, as well as rightly recalling his important
charitable work and his support and encouragement of
young people through his Duke of Edinburgh Awards
scheme, we’ve often recalled how he put so much of his
own self-interest aside to be a support for the Queen. He
was, as she described him, her strength and stay.
And over the past few days I’ve found myself marvelling at
how he did that – and what it must have cost him
personally.
Prince Philip may have spent nearly a lifetime walking
three paces behind his wife, but he was certainly no
shrinking violet. We know he could be brusque; he could
be out-spoken; he relished a good debate and intellectual
questioning. So, he wasn’t someone who preferred to be in
the background because he lacked confidence. He had
excelled in the Royal Navy and served his country with
great honour. So, he wasn’t someone who lacked courage
and conviction, far from it.

But, perhaps through his naval career, he was someone who
knew the meaning of service and of duty. He knew the
meaning of submitting himself to a higher purpose.
We hear the word ‘submission’ and we think: weakness. But, if
Prince Philip has taught us anything, it is that true submission:
the laying aside of our own agenda, our own desires, for the
sake of a greater purpose and a greater calling, in fact requires
real strength: strength of character and the strength of
conviction that this isn’t all about you, that there is something
and someone of greater significance and importance. For Philip
that something and someone was the Crown and his Queen.
But not just that and not just her. Both our Queen and her
husband recognise someone who is of even greater
significance and importance than both of them: Jesus Christ.
Perhaps the words of John the Baptist in John’s gospel sum up
the Duke’s attitude . When John’s disciples are getting anxious,
maybe even a bit annoyed at the attention Jesus is attracting,
John’s response is ‘No, no, not at all. My whole reason for
being is to prepare the way for him and see him take centre
stage. He must increase and I must decrease.’ (John 3. 23-30)
I wonder how many of us have had to ‘decrease’, so that
someone else can ‘increase’. We might do it for a spouse or for
our children – but it is hard isn’t? It’s a sacrifice. To
intentionally ‘decrease’ our self-importance, personal
ambitions and use of power, so that someone else can flourish
is very sacrificial. But that’s what Prince Philip did for the
Queen.
It’s what John the Baptist did for Jesus and in fact it is what
Jesus himself did for all of us. God himself was willing to set
aside his own power to come as a human being and submit
himself to loving and serving us and ultimately dying for us. It
was in that apparent weakness and submission, that Jesus
showed his greatest strength, conquering death, drawing its
sting, so that we could know the hope of eternal life.
His Royal Highness Prince Philip the Duke of Edinburgh had
that hope. He knew the meaning of strength through
submission and sacrifice and he knew the Saviour who had
made the ultimate sacrifice for him.

Catherine
Address from the Commemorative Service for His Late Royal Highness,
The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh; St Mary’s Church, 15th April 2021
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Regular Services
To join any of our regular Zoom services, click on the
links below. If you need a copy of the liturgy for any of
the services, please contact the Church Office.
Sunday 9.00am Communion Service in church
Sunday 10.30am ZOOM (Breaking Bread))
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85337124930?
pwd=NFdMTzRMR2JXbXRoSCtVRS9PSkZXdz09
Meeting ID: 853 3712 4930 Password: 867888
Readings: Acts 3.12-19; Luke 24. 36b-48
Wednesday Morning Prayer 9.00am ZOOM
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278704?
pwd=RytPQ3RmOG5yYlBpUWpoWWkxWGFEZz09
Meeting ID: 899 4327 8704 Password: 730701
Thursday Evening Compline 7.00pm ZOOM
Zoom link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78321229825?
pwd=R2lUZUJJMDRnTGhINlFPejRLTW5Xdz09
Meeting ID: 783 2122 9825 Password: 3164610
You can join any of the above meetings by phone using
any of the following numbers and the meeting IDs and
passwords above: 0203 481 5237 / 0203 481 5240
0131 460 1196 / 0203 051 2874

Thank You to all
those who gave to the
Mothers Union
Mothering Sunday/Lent
Appeal. The marvellous
total of £533 enabled us to donate specifically to:
empowerment classes for young girls in Ethiopia;
mothers in rural Tanzania to attend workshops on
savings and business skills; parents in Uganda to benefit
from parenting classes and women in Malawi to rebuild
their lives by attendance at trauma-healing workshops,
So, thank you again for your support.
Our branch has also, through some spare MU funds at
Lichfield Diocese, been able to help 2 CAP clients who
desperately needed new kitchen appliances wonderful!

Church Keys
Thank you so much to all those
who have contacted us about
the various keys they have for
the church, however, we believe some people have yet
to get in touch. It is important that we know where all
the keys are so, if you have not already done so, please
contact the church office at 01630 653505 or
stmarysmarketdrayton@gmail.com or Avril Innocent at
avrilinnocent@btinternet.com Thank you.

Copies of the UCB Word for Today booklets covering May.
June and July 2021 are now available in church

Foodbank Items Needed
Stock Items urgently required
Coffee—No Stock
Custard—No Stock
Corned Beef—No Stock
Sponge Puddings / Slab Cake—No Stock
Whole Milk (UHT) Blue Carton—No Stock
Cooking and Pasta Sauces—Low Stock
Biscuits Low Stock
Wet Cat Food
Long Life Cartons of Fruit Juice
Cleaning Products
Laundry Washing powder
Local Supermarket vouchers-Morrisons/Lidl/Aldi/Asda/
Sainsburys
Donations can be dropped off at the Parish Rooms on
Tuesdays and Fridays 9-11am. If you are unable to bring
donations to the Parish Rooms or to the drop-off points in
our local supermarkets, please contact Catherine McBride or
Carol Corney, who can arrange to have someone come and
pick up your donations.

Prayer
Please pray for the Queen and Royal Family in their
loss. Please prayer for the family and friends of
Brian Maddox.

Staying in Touch
Our Church Office is not staffed at the moment, but emails and phone messages are being picked up regularly:
Phone: 01630 653505 E-mail:
stmarysmd@btinternet.com
We will continue to post information to our website and
Facebook page:
Website: www.stmarysmarketdrayton.org.uk
Facebook: @StMarysMarketDrayton
Vicar: Catherine McBride
E-mail: vicarofstmarys@gmail.com
Phone: 01630 656943
If you do not wish to continue to receive these
newsletters, please let us know.

