Newsletter
He is not here; he has risen, just as he said (Matthew 28.6)
Hello Everyone,
“Read all about it! Lion on the loose in Camden Town!”
What would you make of a headline like that in today’s
climate of ‘fake news’? Would you click on it to find out
more, or simply assume it was nonsense? It does seem very
far-fetched.
Fake news seems to be everywhere at the moment. It’s been
accused of influencing the outcomes of elections and more
recently for convincing some people there’s a link between
COVID-19 and 5G. Many websites now have fact-checking
groups to verify the veracity of news items posted on their
sites.
So, if the fact-checking group discovered that 500 eye
witnesses claimed to have seen a lion prowling around
Camden Town, what would you think then? Then, what if the
fact finders discovered that the gate to the lion enclosure at
London Zoo, a stone’s throw from Camden Town, was wide
open and one of their lions was missing! Beginning to sound
a bit less like fake news? Maybe it’s a coincidence and the
lion’s been stolen, rather than escaped. The zoo can confirm
that the enclosure has guards on duty around the clock and
CCTV, so that’s extremely unlikely. Maybe the lion never left
the enclosure and has been there all along; but the zoo
makes no announcements to say that the lion has been
accounted for. As far-fetched as the story seems, maybe
there’s some truth in it.
“Read all about it! Man comes back from the dead. Tomb
discovered empty.”

Jesus’ resurrection, that first Easter, may seem like fake
news; however, many historians now admit that it is an
event that is ‘better authenticated than most of the facts
of ancient history’.
Christians the world over will be celebrating the
resurrection this Sunday, albeit in strange and difficult
circumstances. They’re celebrating despite the
circumstances because this isn’t fake news, it’s Good
News.
Have a blessed Easter everyone,

Catherine

Not staying in!

Some 2000 years ago, a headline hitting the news in
Jerusalem seemed like the fake news story to end all fake
news stories. But more than 500 people claim to have seen
the man; guards had been posted at his tomb, to prevent his
friends taking his body and nobody produces a body to
disprove the story.
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A Big Thank You

St Mary’s Lent Appeal

Many thanks to all those who have been phoning others
to make sure they’re alright and simply to make sure
they have some social contact. It’s so important to help
everyone feel connected.

As you may recall, before life became all about
Coronavirus and Lockdown, we were collecting donations
for two charities nominated by members of our church
family.

Thank you, too, to those who have been doing shopping
and picking up prescriptions for people. It has been
great to be able to show practical love for one another
in this way.

Friends of Kilimanjaro Christian Medical
Centre raise funds and provide resources
for the work of KCMC in the education and
training of health care staff, and the care of
patients in northern Tanzania.

Research into how these kinds of situations affect a
community suggest that, after an initial phase of activity
and enthusiasm, when people rally round and muck in
together, there comes a phase when it begins to dawn
on people that things aren’t going to get back to
‘normal’ any time soon. When that happens it is easy
(and perfectly understandable) to find things more
difficult. It’s hard to stay positive and easy to get
disheartened.
We might have a clearer picture after Easter as to how
long this ‘lockdown’ will last; but, if things start to drag
on, remember: to be gentle with yourself and others,
pace yourself and be realistic about what you can do.
And remember we have a God who is faithful and who
gives us hope to persevere and our strength is in him.

Money Matters
We are very grateful indeed, to all those who
continue to support the work of St Mary’s by giving so
generously. A number of people do this by using our
‘Envelope Scheme’ and we know that your current
supply of envelopes will be coming to an end very
soon. We are unable to deliver your new envelopes at
present, so might we suggest that you continue to set
aside the amount you would usually give each week
and consider sending a cheque at some point to our
Treasurer, David Costelloe. His details are in the
Church Directory.
Many of our church family pay their contributions
conveniently by Standing Order and if you would like
to know more about how to pay in this way, then
David will be able to advise you.

Prayer Requests
Please pray for our Government and
particularly Prime Minister Boris Johnson.
Please continue to pray for our Foodbank
and CAP services and the clients they
serve.
Pray for those struggling with feelings of isolation.

Children of the Dump work around the
largest rubbish dumps in Manila, in the
Philippines, to help transform the lives
of children from some of the poorest
families, by providing education, family support and loving
care.
Maybe we have learned over these past few weeks not to
take our own healthcare system for granted and we’ve
learned a little bit about what it means to go without. May
that understanding help us to be compassionate and
generous towards those less well off.
Thank you to those who have already given towards our
Lent Appeal. If you would still like to give something,
please send your donations to Catherine McBride (Vicar)
or David Costelloe (Treasurer) by April 30th.

Staying in Touch
Our Church Office is not staffed at the moment, but
e-mails and phone messages are being picked up
regularly:
Phone: 01630 653505
E-mail: stmarysmd@btinternet.com
We will continue to post information to our website and
Facebook page:
Website: www.stmarysmarketdrayton.org.uk
Facebook: @StMarysMarketDrayton
Vicar
E-mail: vicar@stmarysmarketdrayton.org.uk
Phone: 01630 656943

If you do not wish to continue to receive
these newsletters, please let us know.

