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From the Rectory                                                          3. 

When Joseph brings his 130 year old father to Egypt, to seek refuge from the famine 
in Canaan, Jacob is granted a royal audience with the Pharaoh. On his entrance and 

at his departure, Genesis says that Jacob blessed Pharaoh. According to the Letter to 
the Hebrews, the lesser person is blessed by the greater; which is what we might 

expect; yet here the refugee Jacob blesses the king of Egypt ð something of a 
paradox? It might be a peculiarity of the language; but it doesnõt sound as though 

Jacob was humbling himself. Maybe itõs a sign of the esteem in which Joseph was held. 
All weõre told of the conversation is that Pharaoh asks him his age: perhaps itõs that 
which generates the sense of mutual respect in the encounter. Long life was taken as 

a sign of Godõs favour: hence the age inflation in the sagas of Genesis.  

We wouldnõt make a direct connection today (otherwise what do you say of those 

who die young?) yet itõs hard to be anything other than respectful towards long life 
or long service. We have a remarkable instance of both to celebrate in our Queenõs 

Platinum Jubilee. Certain aspects of the monarchy in this country are somewhat 
paradoxical; and the Queen often has to embody apparent opposites. There will be 

pageantry and formality to mark the occasion: the monarchy needs to speak to us of 
continuity, hence the high degree of tradition; yet a tradition that continually has to 

be examined and reinterpreted, lest the institution appear outdated. The popular 
celebrations around the extended holiday ð the street parties, fetes and community 

gatherings ð will highlight that part of the genius of the Queen is that she belongs to 
us all. Yet not in such a way that we feel we can dictate what she does or is: she is 

above all that. The Prime Minister equally belongs to us all; but the political 
dimension means that the PM will always attract controversy. The Queen, although 

head of state, exercises no political power at all. Although in theory nobody dictates 
what she does, in practice her role demands a lot of her; and she is rarely free to 
reveal her own thoughts or display her real feelings. There must be a fair degree of 

tedium about some of the things she is called on to do: yet she discharges her duties 
with grace. Despite the trappings of wealth and privilege, an important aspect of her 

role is to bring recognition and honour to the things and people of ordinary life ð 
bestowing a kind of blessing. 

And we have been richly blessed these last 70 years through her sense of duty and 
service; by her wisdom, grace and sense of humour. And so we rightly rejoice, and 

pray for Godõs continued blessing on her ð especially as she copes with the 
frustrations and restrictions of advanced age (although maybe there are some 

compensations: Iõm sure she prefers the Royal Windsor Horse Show to the State 
Opening of Parliament!). In this part of her reign, as much as at its beginning, we 

know she will be seeking the guidance and strength of God. 

In the love of God,                                                                               

      Martin Greenland 
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Funerals  

We commend to Godõs keeping:- 

Moireen Betty Evelyn Cooper, aged 90, on 21st April at St Edmundõs, Acle 

 

Holy Baptism  

Jake John Davies on 1st May at St Edmundõs, Acle 

Arabella Kathryn Denise Rowe and Kathryn Denise Rowe on 15th May at St 

Peter and St Paulõs, Halvergate 

 

Joan Cator  and Margery Ellson  
It is with sadness that we note the death of Joan Cator (late of Freethorpe). 

Joan was a very active member of the All Saints congregation and served as 

churchwarden for many years. 

Joan hosted Ladies Christian Link (with the help of her family in the later years) and 

enjoyed welcoming the ladies into her home-quite often it was a tight squeeze! 

She was involved in numerous activities in the village and always did things with a 

willingness and a smile. 

In her final years Joan was cared for by the staff at Hethersett Hall residential home. 
 

Our condolences go to Joan's family. 

 

We also report the death of Margery Ellson.  Rev. Monty Ellson was very active in the 

life of Freethorpe Church and took many services here and Margery enjoyed Christian 

Link and helped organise speakers after she retired as Head Teacher at Heartsease First 

School.   She died on 5th April, her funeral was at Horning Church on April 22nd ( they 

moved to Horning on leaving Freethorpe) 

 

Freethorpe PCC 

Church Notes  
Sun 12th Acle Churches Together Annual Prayer Walk departs St. Edmund's  

2.30pm. A chance to pray for the life of the village, ending c. 3.45pm  

with refreshments at Acle Methodist Church. 

 

Sunday 19th Our Benefice Choir has been asked (there's an honour!) to  

stand in for Evensong at Norwich Cathedral (3.30pm): worshippers from  

the benefice will be most welcome.                                                                  

 

The Rector will be on leave at the end of June / beginning of July.  

During this time please contact one of the churchwardens listed on page  

2. If a priest is urgently required, contact the Revd Kevin Billson on  

01603 712299. 

Please note that for various reasons, Halvergate will not be able to hold their normal 

Church services on a number of Sundays in June and July.  There will be Morning Prayer 

as usual on 5th June, and then a break until 17th July. 
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THE TWO -RIVERS ORGAN 

CRAWL  ð Wickhampton + 

St Andrewõs at Wickhampton was the 

first stop for Michael Nicholas on his 

mammoth organ crawl for charity on 23 

April 2022 ð St Georgeõs Day.  Just over 

40 people took a pew to listen to the 

recital at 10am, and we were treated to 

some wonderful organ music, including 

a òsurpriseó piece - The Teddy Bearsõ 

Picnic - in honour of Wickhamptonõs 

famous Teddy Bear Parachute Day!  

Many thanks to Michael. 
 

ART & CRAF T ACTIVITIES FOR 

CHILDREN AT WICKHAMPTON 

CHURCH  
 

During the school holidays this summer, 

childrenõs art and craft sessions will take 

place at St Andrewõs Church, on the 

following dates:- 

Saturday 6 August, Saturday 20 August, 

Saturday 3 September: all 10am-12 noon. 

The cost is £10 per child per session, which includes all materials and refreshments. 
 

There are limited spaces, so booking is essential.  For further information and a booking 

form please email wickhampton@gmail.com  
 

Reedham & District W.I.  

Reedham and District  WI are back in full swing with regular meetings and social 

activities. This month we enjoyed a talk by Helen Davies who is a Tropics Skincare 

ambassador, a craft meeting, a charity walk out to Ness Point (on a particularly 

challenging windy day) and lunch together.  We have plans for the Jubilee weekend with a 

bric a brac stall on Riverside and providing tea and cakes for the community event at 

Reedham church on 3rd June. The Queen has been a member of the Norfolk federation 

of  WIs  since 1943,  and we will also be holding our own celebration on Tue.7th June in 

place of our regular 1st Tuesday of the month meeting at the village hall.  Local women 

are always welcome to join us. 

Our nationwide campaign for 2022 is the under-identification of women and girls with 

ASD and ADHD, which may be of interest to some of you. 

We can be contacted via reedhamwi@btinternet.com 

Mary Jones 

 

Easter Flowers at St Andrewõs, Wickhampton 
Thank you to everyone who created the lovely floral displays in the church at Easter, 

accompanied by cards remembering loved ones; the flowers lasted for several weeks, 

and brightened up the church with beautiful spring colours. 

mailto:wickhampton@gmail.com
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Reedham Ringers                                                                                   8. 
The ringers will be involved in hosting the Jubilee Jolly at Reedham church to mark the 

Queenõs Platinum Jubilee ð see the following advert.  In addition we will be allowing 

people up the tower to see the bells, which is not an opportunity that happens often, so 

do come along and have a look at the biggest instrument in the village ð the original 

heavy metal that has hung there for hundreds of years. There will also be a chance to see 

what the ringers do and even have a try if you are interested. 

We will start at 2pm. and hope to see you then. 

We will also be ringing from 19.52pm to 20.22pm on Thursday June 2nd to mark the 70 

years of the Queenõs reign.                                                                        Mary Jones 

 RINGING FOR THE QUEEN!  

Due to the prevailing winds, the Reedham Church bells can rarely be heard by most of 

the village, but you might like to listen out especially or come to the churchyard to hear 

us ring on Thursday 2nd June.  To celebrate Her Majestyõs 70 year reign, we shall be 

ringing from 7.52 to 8.22pm.  Strange timing you may think, but of course using the 24 

hour clock it is 1952 to 2022, thatõs 70 years. 

Diana Gilder 

Cantley & District W.I.  
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday June 15th in Cantley Village Hall at 

7.30pm. Our speaker for the evening will be Hazel Gillingham and the subject of her talk, 

one of the founders of The National Trust, Octavia Hill. 

New members always very welcome. For more information contact Barbara on 

07789845050 
 

Reedham  Garage Sale 2022.  Sunday  3rd JulyPlease support Reedham 

Garage / Garden sale on Sunday 3rd July. The cost will be £5 per household and this with 
the sale of maps will go to Reedham School. Please book your place with Ann  01493 

701180  or Teresa 01493 701748. 

 
Last year was Amazing with more households taking part then before, so let's try to 

make this year better.                                                                   Ann Thompson 



OVER FIFTIES CLUB                                                                                    9.                                                                     
 

What can I say, these months see to be flying by.  The club will celebrate 5 birthdays this 

month, two milestone ones are Wendy Brister 70th & Pat Bloom 90th. With the lovely 

buffet food we will all soon have to adjust our waist lines!! Thank you to everyone who 

contributes to these buffets it is very 

much appreciated.  
 

The next celebration will be the 

Queens Jubilee and the club 

members are being asked to wear 

something red, white & blue and I 

have been able to acquire an 

unexpected guest for the afternoon, 

which hopefully will bring a smile to 

their faces.  

 

We meet every Tuesday at 1.30pm 

at Reedham Village Hall, if you want 

to come and join our ever growing 

family just turn up, we would love to 

see you. The annual membership is 

£7.00 and it is £2.50 for the 

afternoon.  You can play 4 games of 

prize bingo and after refreshments 

and a natter we play the Flyer for 

cash.  Then there is a free raffle and I 

will tell you a couple of  jokes to 

round off the afternoon to make you 

smile. Once a month we have a cash raffle , we sell the tickets and split the money 50/50 

with the members. Depending on how much we take two members can win a cash 

prize.  Two members won £18 each in the April draw. Members still have a free draw 

that day as well. 

Once a month we have a bring and buy sale in the refreshment break and before we 

start the club. 
 

LOTTERY NEWS  

The lottery bingo game is now entering its 5th week and I have two people waiting for 

one number, so we could have a winner this Saturday May 14th but who knows, as it is 

based on the lottery numbers anything can happen.  Our jackpot prize grows each week 

it is not won, the last winner claimed £288.00, which with the cost of living at the 

moment is very handy money.  At the end of each year we also donate to charity.  If you 

want to join it is open to non members too, so  just give me a call on 07585504199 it is 

£1.00 per week. 

 

Angie Woolsey 

Secretary/Treasurer 
 


