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This month Joy Williams discusses how we find Godõs purpose for us. 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONT H 

Psalm 84 : 1 -7 

How lovely is your dwelling place, LORD Almighty! My soul yearns, 

even faints, for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out 

for the living God. Even the sparrow has found a home, and the 

swallow a nest for herself, where she may have her young - a place 

near your altar, O LORD Almighty, my King and my God. Blessed are 

those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you. Blessed are 

those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. As 

they pass through the Valley of Baka, they make it a place of springs; 

the autumn rains also cover it with pools. They go from strength to 

strength, till each appears before God in Zion.  

 

As the people of God today we are on a pilgrimage too. During the 

years of lockdown there was a lot of talk about how things would be 

different when we could get back together again. There would be 

changes. It would be a time of shaking out the old stuff to make room 

for the new and in a literal sense, as a church we have had a 

tremendous clear out of things that we no longer use from stores and 

cupboards. Through force of circumstances (Um?) we have needed to 

do some radical things to make the building a safer place for people to 

use and I think we probably would have turned out the sparrow and 

swallow if there had been any! Now we have been back worshipping 

together for a year and we have seen change. There have been new 

ways of doing things and new people have joined us which has been 

great but, much still remains the same. In the Psalm the pilgrims 

passed through that dry place, Baka, ever praising and worshipping 

the Lord and in their wake dry places became places of refreshment, 

of new life and hope. As the Lordõs people in this place, we are 

seeking Him about His mission for us. We shall only discover it as we 

continually dwell in His presence wherever we are and whatever we 

are doing, learning to recognise how He communicates with us 

personally in the everyday. Our individual contributions are essential  
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to the whole. As we go, we will begin to envision the part the Lord is 

asking us to play in His plan and, if it is His and not just our good idea, 

it will be established because He will give us the strength and the 

means to do it.  

Lord God, Almighty and Eternal, Creator and Preserver of all things 

we worship you. Lord God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 

Father, we thank you for the Love that you shower upon all creation. 

An unchanging and perfect love which we all long for but find it hard to 

imagine. Help us in our weakness to draw closer to you, to experience 

your presence to know you better. Give us a hunger for your presence 

that we may love you more dearly and follow you more nearly, 

wherever you may lead us, for you are the bringer of new life.                           

In Jesus name we ask this. Amen  

Information, updates, tips and more.  

THE NOTICEBOARD  

FOCUS: Next Issue  

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this edition of Focus 

magazine. If you would like to contribute to the November 

magazine, please contact the editor by 21st of October . 

Eco Tip  

God's Gift -- Our World  

The Environment -- Our Responsibility  
 

 

Buy vegetables and fruit in season, resist the supermarket 

mentality - do you really need early summer fruit midwinter?  

Donõt forget, you can recycle the following items at London Street: 

Empty Printer Cartridges, Aluminium Containers and Foil, Batteries, 

and Plastic Milk Bottle Tops.  
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Can you help to make sure 

that no one in our local 

community goes hungry?  

Items needed: Tinned Fruit, Hot Tinned Meat (e.g. Chilli, Hot Dogs, 

Stewing Steak), Tinned Spaghetti /Ravioli, Cooking Sauces, Savoury 

Spreads (e.g. Marmite, Meat Paste), Sweet Spreads (e.g. Jam, 

Marmalade), Long Life Fruit Juice, Squash, Hot/Cold Desserts, 

Biscuits & Snacks, Ladies/Gents Deodorant, Ladies Shampoo & 

Conditioner, Nappies (SIZE 6, 7 & 8) & Pull Ups, All Household 

Cleaning Products, Reusable Shopping Bags, Washing Pods, Tinned 

Rice Pudding, Hot Chocolate, Instant Mashed Potato, Powdered Milk, 

Toilet Rolls, Tinned Veg, Sweets, Chocolate & Other Sweet Treats, 

Washing Up Liquid.  

Please do not give Pasta, Rice, Tinned Soup, Baked Beans, Pulses, 

Tea/Coffee, Hot/Cold Cereal, Non -Dairy Milk, Sanitary Products, Baby 

Food & Formula, Hand Soap, Men's Shampoo, Dog/Cat Food as these 

are already in surplus.  

 

Donations can be left at London Street URC in the container 

provided. For up to date lists, or to find other donation points, go to:  

https://basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk/give -help/donate -food/  

Congratulations!  

On October 5th Anne and Dick Davey celebrate their 

Diamond Wedding Anniversary. All our church family 

send their love and congratulations!  

https://basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
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Happy Birthday to the following 

member of our church family:  

Kenita Moavu  

Ian McCloy  

Isaac Dumbleton  

Carys Haywood  

Come  and join a service of òNine Lessons and Carolsó, hosted 

by the Sounds of Hope Singers and orchestra, on Saturday 16th 

December  at London Street URC starting at 7:00pm . 

Come  and sing some of your favourite traditional Christmas 

carols.  

Come and listen to the 40 strong choir and orchestra singing 

some wonderful contemporary Christmas carols.  

Come  and rediscover the true meaning of the Christmas 

message through music and readings.  

Come  and join us for some light refreshments after the service, 

ask questions or just fellowship together.  

Come  and bring your family and friends 

and relax, and maybe kick start your 

Christmas celebrations.  

Come, admission is free to all.  
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London Street URC Christmas Party!  

Saturday December 2nd 2pm - 4:30pm   

 

Adults and children welcome,  

Refreshments,  

Games and DVDs for the children,  

Music,  

And a very special visitor!  

 

Please sign up and read further information on the notice board 

in the concourse.  

A report on the great time had by all at the Tadley Holiday Club 2023 

and its inspiring work, presented by Lou Waller and Bev Harris.  

CLOWNING AROUND  

Itõs that time of yearé schoolõs out, children bored, rainy days, but it is 

also time for the Tadley Holiday Club 2023, and this yearõs theme was 

òThe Circusó. This year the club was led by Stewart Madden from the 

Salvation Army, and such was the enthusiasm for the club, 60 children 

had booked to attend compared with 44 in 2022. In 2022 the club ran 

for just two days, while this 

year it extended to a full five 

days.  

Representing London Street 

URC, Lou Waller and Bev 

Harris volunteered as 

helpers. (Pictured right.)  
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A collage of pictures from the five 

days of activities 
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Each day there were four sessions ð Craft, Sport, Story Time and Chill 

Out Zone. Lou said:  

It is great to witness Godõs love, seeing so many seeds sown day by 

day, and the children learning and growing throughout the week.  

Each day started with a drama, linked to the theme, with the 

volunteers taking part, and the children joining in with the songs and 

actions, through which they were learning how to be strong, 

courageous and not to be afraid, how to be happy and learning about 

how òGod is a great big Godó. 

The start of the week is always a bit tricky, with the children being shy 

and not knowing many of the others attending, but usually by the end 

of the first day they are joining in with the singing, dancing and 

actions. Each day they learnt a passage of scripture, and it was 

amazing to see how they all remembered them.  

I spent a lot of the week in the kitchen, but Bev watched the childrenõs 

creative skills develop through the week as they made bean bags, 

decorated biscuits, painted T -shirts and made circus tents.  

In the kitchen we had great fun preparing fruit sticks, vegetables, 

drinks, biscuits, cakes and doughnuts. By the middle of the week I was 

exhausted and my feet hurt, but it was great fun, and the strength of 

Godõs presence was wonderful and great to experience. 

I now feel I may have a calling to help Bev lead a group. It is such a 

privilege to be part of Godõs amazing plan, and to work in the 

community with our brothers and sisters in Christ, regardless of age, 

without which the club would not be able to happen.  

Each group had a young leader, helped by wonderful teams of 

volunteers, many of whom regularly help with the club each year, and 

to watch the children grow is such a blessing.  

May Godõs plan continue. 

 

Blessings  

Lou  
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Some more pictures from the 

Holiday Club 


