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All of Scripture is a sacred love story, the love of God the Father for His people. It is a story
filled with expectation, longing and fulfilment.

From the beginning God has lovingly walked with us, called to us, searched for us even
when we turned from Him over and over again. Throughout the Old Testament God
repeatedly calls his people back to himself and time and again we remain unfaithful. He
sends the prophets to call His people back and with the call to return comes a promise: a
promise of hope, a promise of redemption, a promise of restoration, a promise to be made
again into the people we were meant to be - a people fully alive in God.

These saving acts of God will be accomplished through a Saviour who will come to rescue us
and bring us back into fellowship with God. No longer will we strive with God. No longer will
we be separated from Him. No longer will we turn from Him because through His Saviour,
His Messiah, His Anointed one. He will give us new hearts and set us free.

This event is so spectacular, so exceptional and so important that time itself starts here. The
first day of the Church year is the first Sunday of Advent. Advent comes from the Latin
“Adventus” and simply means “coming.” The Season of Advent begins four Sundays before
Christmas and it is a time for us to prepare not only for the celebration of the coming of
Christ as a babe on Christmas Day, but also for the Second Coming of Christ when He will
return in triumph to judge the world.

In her book Around the Year with the [Von] Trapp Family, Maria Von Trapp says that the
“whole of Advent is characterized by the boundless desire for the coming of Christ
expressed in the liturgy” of the Church. And so we cry out with the Church and with all our
hearts: “Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!”

Revd Cancn Garth Nathaniel

“ALWAYS KEEP ON PRAYING” for: /TE |
Juan Carlos and Penny Marces in Peru: For their work with couples and with children |
and families. 7 N
Those who are sick: Graham Twist, Betty Wood, Tia, Kate Bainbridge, Chris Tilley,
Andrew Johnson, Alex Street, Peter Barcham, Joanne Heaselgrave, Erica Dilger, Michael
Hawkins, Mark Brunner, Glynis Horton, Linda Grummet, Janet Tegg, Steve Thomas, Jane
Gray and Kenny Morgan, lyra Dutton.

Our Nation: Pray for our government at this critical time. For our local councillor Juliet
Brunner, and for our MP Rachel Maclean.

Parish Prayers: Haseley Close, Matchborough; Far Moor Lane, Winyates Green; Fladbury
Close, Woodrow; Costers Lane, Winyates

CPAS: Pray for the CPAS leadership team as they go on a retreat to seek God’s will and
blessing for their future work. Pray also for those starting the Arrow Leadership
Programme in the coming months.

World: Pray for all those who suffer.That we may seek God’s guidance and discernment
to the various ways of how we can help.

Chaplaincies: Chaplains and volunteers in retail and industrial chaplaincy in Redditch,
prison chaplaincy, and hospital chaplaincy. Padres to the Air, Army and Sea Cadets.

Churches Together: Pray that Radiate Redditch will be able to build good relationships
with those in the area that need their support. Pray that people in need will find their way
to the Hub will find it and that they will encounter the love of Jesus through it.

Churches Together Carols: 11am, Saturday 21st December in the Kingfisher Centre with a
joint CTiR choir. If you want to join in as part of the choir, rehearsals are at Redditch AOG
on Elm road on Tuesday 17th and/or Thursday 19th December, 7pm-8pm. Volunteers to
play keyboard on the 21st are also needed. For either of these, contact Elaine Palmer-
Taylor (AOG Minister) at elaine.redditchaog@gmail.com, or Heather Berry who will pass
your details on.

Please wrap up warmly and join us carol singing and handing out invitations to Christmas
services. Saturday 21st December, 10:30am in the Morrisons foyer and 5:30pm in
Winyates Centre.

Parish Giving Scheme: If you have received confirmation that the start date for your
Direct Debit will be January you may need to do one of the following:

1. Cancel your standing order once the payment for December has been made.

2. Stop using the weekly envelopes when you have used the last one dated for December.

www.facebook.com/groups/StPetersRedditch/

Blue Christmas: 4pm, Wednesday 18th December. A quiet Christmas service, especially for
those living with loss at this time of the year.

Please consider sending Christmas greetings to church friends by hanging a message on the
tree in the Huband Room, and donating the money you would have spent on cards to
Tearfund. There are gift tags for your message and a collection box for donations by the tree.

Christmas Service Flyers are now available if you would like to take some to distribute in your
street.

St. Peter’s Pantry is on TUESDAY this week. The school’s children’s choir will
be coming to sing. Communion at 12 noon.

St Peter’s Church, Ipsley www.ipsley.org/st_peters




