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SS Peter & Paul Building work commences
On Monday 4th April the keys to the church were handed over
to the builders who will be building the west end extension.
The work is expected to last 20 weeks and be completed by
Friday 20th August.
Please note that during the building work all the church
services will be held in the Church Hall.

Cover - A TASTE OF THE ANNUAL FLOWER SHOW
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A SELECTION
OF PATTERNS
TO SUIT
ALL TASTES

Helen Kane (nee Coombs), who lives in
West Yorkshire, is working hard
to set up a little business
making first class shoulder bags.
Helen has created her very own web site
and you can view it at

www.etsy.com/shop/BubblePieDesignsUK
(Copy address and paste into your search engine)

I’m sure you will give her your full support
in her new venture.
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The Frank Bond Centre
84 Mountway Road, Bishop’s Hull
A place for the over 50s
to meet new friends
Contact Carolyn 01823 283941
Nadia 07989 970165
Come along to Frank’s café on a Friday morning 10.00-12.00 and
discover what activities could lay in store for you.
The café is open to members and non members.
Weekly Activities:
Monday The Painting Group 10.00-12.00
Whist Club 1.30-4.00
Bridge Club 2.00-4.00 (except first Monday in the month)
Tuesday Games 2.00-4.00
Thursday Bridge club 10.00-12.00-beginners welcome
Croquet 2.00-4.00
Friday
Frank’s Café 10.00-12.00
Monthly
Activities:
THURSDAY 22ND
AGM ON
FBC’S
PM
1st Monday in month
Family History
2.00-4.00
AT 2.00
SEPTEMBER
2nd Tuesday in month Parchment 10.00-3.30(Sept start)
1st Wednesday in month Singles social club 2.00-4.00 (Sept start)
4th Wednesday in month Music appreciation 2.00-4.00
Getting to know one another again 2.00-4.00
3rd Thursday in month Monthly lunch-please write name
on list in foyer
Annual membership £22 (£20 if paid before 31st Jan)
Find us on Facebook (& ’Like’ us)
There are many more exciting activities…Table tennis, Boules, cards,
books, puzzles plus Coach trips visiting local attractions for the day.
A variety of social events take place throughout the year subject to
government restriction due to COVID-19.
The centre is available to hire
For bookings please contact Nadia
01823 338242/07989 970165
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WESSEX WATER
Our Reference: 060204957001
Notification of Road Closure on Bishops Hull Road, Taunton
(Please see map)

W

e're carrying out essential work on the water supply network in your area
from Monday 01 August 2022 to Friday 05 August 2022.
This will involve closing the road to all through traffic to ensure the safety of
the public and our staff. We are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.
How will the work affect you?
We’ve included a map which shows where the road is closed and work is taking
place (red line) and the diversion in place (blue line).
We may need access to the street to the front or side of your property and ‘no
parking’ cones will be in place. Access to the footpath will also be restricted,
but we will do all we can to keep disruption to a minimum.
Alternative routes will be clearly signposted, and every effort will be made to
maintain pedestrian access through the works.
If you live where we are carrying out work, you will still have pedestrian access
to your property.
Please find alternative parking during the road closure if you
normally park in the area concerned.
We’re happy to help if you have any concerns around vehicular access, please
call us on 0345 600 4 600 (Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm) prior to work
starting.
Every effort
will be made
to keep
disruption
to a
minimum
and
complete the
essential
work as
quickly as
possible.
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Vicar:
Reverend Philip Hughes ,
The Vicarage, Bishop's Hull Hill,
Bishop's Hull, TA1 5EB
01823-336102

Pre May 2022

Church Wardens:
Mr Will Osmond, 01823-461820
Mrs Belinda Luke 01823-289537

I

think it is safe to assume that there are very few people in the UK who were
unaware of the unusually hot weather during July. There may be very few
who were also unaware of the political upheaval during the choice of a new
Prime Minister. And, practically none who were/are also unaware of soaring
inflation and the ever rising price of food and energy. Maybe there are some
who still haven’t heard of the war in Ukraine.
One always assumes that, with TV, Live Streaming, TikTok, the Internet, the
Web and all those other means of communication, everyone is aware of
everything that is going on in the world, moment by moment, as it happens.
Although I don’t get out and about as much as I did whilst I was working, I am
still surprised just how ill informed some people still are. Only last week, as I
was checking out at the till of a well known supermarket, the check-out girl
said, in reply to a comment, “Is the war still going on in Ukraine?”
I suppose it is naïve of me to assume that most of us buy a daily newspaper and
tune into the news on TV sometime during the day. However I was still
surprised to read that UK national newspaper sales have fallen by nearly twothirds over the last two decades from 21 million to seven million.
Yes, it is all down to the rise in personal technology. The last decade has seen
the rapid growth of mobile technology and social media platforms, both of
which have changed the way readers access news with a move away from print
and towards digital. This, of course, does not explain why so many are so
ignorant of current affairs. However, there are one or two well known sayings
that may point to an answer.
Good news doesn’t sell newspapers and, No news is good news. It would seem
that many of us are suffering from information overload and have
unconsciously switched off. Quite often our personal problems crowd out
much of what else is happening around us and if you live alone, either at home
or maybe university, life can be a challenge.
I still follow the daily news, buy a daily newspaper and try to keep my mind
alert in old age. I promised myself I would stop worrying about ‘things’ when I
retired but old habits die hard, as they say, but I am ever hopeful.
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The Vicar writes …..
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ.
We've felt the sands of change shift beneath our feet in extraordinary ways. “Change is the only constant in life” according to the Greek philosopher Heraclitus. And it does seem to
be true. Over the past two years or so, our whole world has
been shaken in ways we could never have prepared for. But
thankfully, we have God's precious word to remind us of the truth; He is a good
God whose character is constant. And although our circumstances and surroundings may shift, He remains. Leaders may change and systems may fail but
God is unfailing, His nature is unchanging, His love endures, and His victory over
darkness is assured.
With those promises in mind I offer some prayers (from the Compassion magazine, https://www.compassionuk.org/ ) which you may like to say throughout
this month.
A prayer for creation:
Lord, you created the universe and everything in it. You know every line and
curve of this beautiful planet, and you already know how the story will end. We
ask that you give us the wisdom to care for our earthly home and walk in peace
knowing we have an eternal home with you.
A prayer for nations:
God, we know you see the unrest as nations rise against one another. You
grieve with those who are hurting and see the needs of those suffering. We ask
that you bring comfort to all those struggling today.
A prayer for people:
Lord, we ask that you give your grace and strength to those seeking to deliver
help to where it is needed. In your name bless and protect them, Father, and
help us all to grow in our love and intimacy with you. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Let us hold each other in prayer before our loving Heavenly Father.
Your brother in Christ,
Rev Phil Hughes
Vicar and Chaplain
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Rachel Keitch and Jonathan Arthur
were married on 23rd April 2022
at Old Luxters Barn, Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames.
‘Such a wonderful day’.
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Platinum Jubilee Events

A

final word from the events coordinator — a massive thank you to everyone
for their support. l hope you had a great time over the long weekend and
now have happy memories from all the events you attended. There are photos
on the Bishop’s Hull Hub website and also on John Hunt’s Facebook pages.
From the below you will see this was a great cross community effort to make
the weekend such a success, so a very special thank you to everyone who
organised events and helped; Cherry & team at the Meryan House for the
coffee morning with scones and cakes plus live music from Joe Beckhelling
with Carla and Hannah. Bev for the production of the slide show with the
historical aspects of Bishop’s Hull. This is now available to view and download
from the Bishop’s Hull Hub Website. Carolyn and the team at the Frank Bond
Centre (FBC) for the afternoon garden party with tea & cake, live music and
dancing from the Morris Men. More scones from Cherry! Sarah and the team
at the Constitutional Club for the quiz night and the burgers. Rob, Dilys, Andy,
Sally and Jane for helping me prepare the garden for the Open Garden, and to
Richard for drawing up the plan of the garden. Jane and the team of helpers
who provided the refreshments for the Open Garden at Milligan. The Tone Big
Band for playing during the Open Garden. Helen, Kate and the rest of the Hub
Fundraising team for the Fayre on the Playing Field. What a turn out! More
scones from Cherry! Gordon for planning and leading the Jubilee Trail. The
trail guide is now available on the Bishop’s Hull Village Website. Jon & Sam for
opening up the mill at Longaller as well as providing refreshments. Joe, Olive,
Maya and Emily for playing at the music station outside the shop. Veronica for
playing the electric organ from the church hall, the village cricket club for
putting on a show. The WI for providing the tea and cake for spectators and
visitors. John H for organising the dinner & dance. This is to include Carolyn
and Chrissie for preparing the food, Jon for putting the music together, Russ
and Kevin for helping out with the kit, The team at the church for the service
on Sunday morning in the marquee, Dilys and team for the refreshments after
the service. Back to The Hub fundraising team for the refreshments during the
Picnic in the Park. To include the music from the Lazy River Band and the
Dukes of Wellington, Jane for organising the Bake-Off competition. Cherry for
judging, Carol for organising the children’s races. John N and the numerous
volunteers who helped erect and dismantle the gazebo and marquee. Gill for
organising the live music at events and music stations. Amanda & the Flower
Show Committee for the Scarecrow Competition, John H for judging, The FBC
Trustees for the use of the tables and chairs in the marquee on the Playing
Field, The VH&PFT Trustees for the use of the marquee. Behind the scenes
support from the Parish Council, Mike and Helen in particular. During some of
the events held over the weekend, donations were made towards the initial
work required to draw up sketch plans for a (Jubilee) Sensory Trail. This will
enable a public consultation to take place. Further details will be provided
shortly - David Gurr
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WELL DONE 'TEAM BlSHOP'S HULL’

I

'd like to thank the huge number of volunteers involved in creating our
successful four~day village Platinum Jubilee Celebrations.
I'm sure that Her Majesty herself would be proud of all that ‘Team Bishop’s
Hull’ has achieved.
I’d also like to highlight the huge contribution of event coordinator David
Gurr. Within excess of twenty events over the four-day celebration period, his
planning and leadership made it all possible. Well done David and thank you.
Final, THANkYOU to everyone for coming. I hope that you enjoyed the
event/events that you were able to attend, as much as we did putting
them on.
Take care, John Hunt
Excellent News - Netherclay Footbridge
s many of you will know, this footbridge has been awaiting repair for some
time and was closed in October 2017 following a diving inspection. At the
time we asked for our bridge to be repaired at the earliest available date.
After contacting SCC, it was moved up the pecking
order from number 28 on the very long Rights of
Way Bridge Programme, to 13th and eventually to
9th late last year.
At long last, I’m now thrilled to be able to announce
some real progress, together with much better news
than we’d anticipated. I met with the Councils senior
rights of way offcer Rachel Pearce, on location in the
Netherclay Woodland. Rachel was able to confirm that not only will this
historic footbridge be repaired but it will also be renovated back to its former
glory. Initial preparatory works began, whilst l was on-site, with the removal of
excess vegetation ahead of the bird nesting season. From my discussion, with
Rachel, it sounds like the rest of the renovation has a reasonable chance of
completion by the end of the year.
I’d like to say a huge thank you to Rachel for meeting with me, and to David
Gurr, Chair of the Friends of Community Woodland Trust, for giving permission
to Somerset County Council to start this important work.
It you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

A

Scarecrow Competition results

T

he Bishop’s Hull Flower Show ran the annual village scarecrow
competition with nursery rhymes as the theme. There was a good turnout
providing a scarecrow trail around the village during the Platinum Jubilee
celebrations.
1st Prize — 17 Morgan's Rise. 2nd Prize — Lanodie, Netherclay
3rd Prize — 71 Mountway Road. ##
11

Bishop's Hull Parish Magazine Edition 37/03 August 2022

Bishop’s Hull Hub 100 Club
Tickets are £2 per month, Email bhhub100club@gmail.com for further
details.
June winners: £44.40 — Claire Plumbly, £22.20 — Roger Berry and £11.10 —
Pam Trower.
The next draw took place at the Bishop’s Hull Hub cafe on 9th July which
also included a Bring and Buy plant sale and repair ‘cafe’.
Please can any volunteers with repair skills, who would like to help out, email
us at BishopsHullHubCafe@gmail.com.
**********
Bishop’s Hull Parish Council News
Resolutions made at the June meeting:
- The 2021/22 Accounts were approved;
- The Internal Audit report, Annual Governance Statement and Accounting
statement were approved;
In addition to the £750 grant for the Jubilee events, members agreed to pay
for the security at the event at a cost of £330 + VAT
A working party has been set up to plan improvement works at the
allotments.
Members are investigating installing an EV Charging point in the Parish, if
you are a resident and would like to purchase an electric car but have no
means of charging it, so would benefit from a communal charging point,
please email the Clerk bishopshullparishclerk@gmail.com
One vacancy remains, so, if you are interested in joining the Parish Council,
please get in contact, or why not pop along to one of our meetings? Full dates
on the PC Facebook page or website.
Next meeting date: Thursday 7th June at 7pm — Bishops Hull HUB —
Everyone welcome to attend.
Have your say on a new Town Council and the future of Bishop’s Hull Parish
Council.
Stage two consultation now open for the Community Governance review and
the proposed formation of the new Taunton Town Council. Under the
current proposal Bishop’s Hull would remain as a Parish Council rather than
be absorbed into the Town Council, but please ensure you ”Have your say” by
completing the online questionnaire, as a final decision will be made by
SW&T following this consultation:
https://yoursaysomersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/
Energy Rebate: if you are eligible to receive an energy rebate payment and
have not yet received it you can claim it now at https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/council-tax/energy-supportpayments/
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BISHOP’S HULL IN TIMES PAST
35 years ago

M

r John Frith, of Wells, welcomed the
Duchess of Kent when she opened
St Margaret’s Somerset Hospice. Mr Frith,
chairman of the management committee,
accompanied her on a tour of the hospice
which was established as a registered
charity in 1980 and had been providing a
home-care service for the terminally ill
since 1982. Following a successful £1m
fund-raising campaign in conjunction with
Help the Aged the new hospice was built
at Bishops Hull to provide in-patient
facilities and a day care service. It was raining heavily when the
Duchess arrived at the hospice, but she was cheered by a large
crowd of rain-soaked onlookers when she dashed across the
road to speak to them. The Duchess was dressed in a bright
yellow suit with a matching beret-style hat. At the Hospice, after
civic introductions made by the Lord Lieutenant, Lt Col Walter
Luttrell, the Duchess met three founder members of the charity.
They were Helen Russell, the founding chairman of the hospice,
Canon Patrick Lynch, the present Vice-Chairman, and Miss
Jean Pedrick, president of the Association of Friends of the
Hospice. She also met Susan Gooda, the Chairman of the
Friends. After being invited by Mr Frith to unveil a plaque
commemorating the opening, the Duchess signed the visitors’
book. She was then presented with a bouquet by Joanne
Downing, the youngest daughter of the hospice administrator,
Mr Chris Downing. Then she met the matron Jane Stokes and
Sister June Fenn who was in charge of the home-care nursing
team who work in the community. With Mr Frith, the matron and
Dr Jenny Lovett, the medical director, the Duchess then went on
to tour the hospice where she chatted to the patients, their
relatives and friends and members of the nursing staff. She
concluded her visit by having tea with members, friends and
13
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other guests. Among those present was Mr Harry Hartley, of
Wells, who personally raised £7,000 towards the hospice
appeal. On her way to Bishops Hull, after arriving at Exeter
Airport, the Duchess was entertained to lunch at Corfe Barton by
the Macmillan Cancer Relief organisation. Mr Frith was among
the guests. Then he had to hurry on ahead of the Duchess to
greet her when she arrived at the Hospice. The Duchess, who
takes a great personal interest in the hospice movement, said
she felt honoured and privileged to meet the hospice patients.
The plan was that the hospice with 28 staff would care for 250
in-patients a year with up to 16 staying at any one time for
treatment and care. Another appeal was being launched to
raise funds to keep the hospice running. It was estimated that it
would need £500,000 a year.
Lieut Phillip Broom, of Wells, was presented with the Lord
Lieutenant’s Certificate at a ceremony in the Bishop’s Hull TA
Centre. The award was made in recognition of Lieut Broom’s
outstanding work with members of the Army Cadet Force in the
county. He joined the Somerset ACF in 1978 as a sergeant
instructor and was appointed to a commission in 1980. The
presentation was made by the Lord Lieutenant of Somerset, Lt
Col Walter Luttrell.
85 years ago

A

n enjoyable evening was spent at the Club for the annual
dance arranged by the committee of the 14th Taunton
(Bishop’s Hull) Scout Group. Music was provided by the Music
Makers Dance Band and Mr Arnold was the MC. Refreshments
were served by Mrs C Harris, Mrs Pocock, Mrs Oaten and Mrs H
Farmer. At a recent meeting of the Committee with the
President, Major W Mallalieu, in the chair, Mr Howard Farmer of
Fair View Bishop’s Hull was appointed Group Scoutmaster. Mr
Farmer had recently come to reside in Bishop’s Hull from
Oakbrook and Borrowash in Derbyshire, where he had held a
similar appointment. He filled the vacancy caused by Mr BH
Miller’s resignation. ###
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Neighbourhood Beat Team
PCSO Lyndsay Smith 07802 874297
lyndsay.smith@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO Marshall Bernhard 07849 305815
marshall.bernhard@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO Catharine Richards 07710 026192
catherine.richards@avonandsomerset.police.uk
Anti-Social Behaviour in Bishop’s Hull
Agreed on July 7, 2022. Updated on 7th July, 2022
Patrols around the Bishops Hull area are being increased recently due to
reports of Anti-Social Behaviour around the local houses and the school. If
you would like support or any advice regarding this, please feel to contact
the beat team.
Report any suspicious activity to us by:
Online – fill in our Inform us of a suspected crime form
Phone – call 101
Email – using the contact form on our beat team page.
Report it anonymously by calling Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
Monthly crime statistics Taunton W.
It can take up to 30 days for the
previous month's statistics to be
available.
136 crimes were recorded
in Taunton West May 2022
Category

Crimes recorded

Anti-social behaviour
Bicycle theft
Criminal damage arson
Other theft
Public order
Robbery
Shoplifting
Theft from the person
Vehicle crime
Violent crime
Other crime

19
2
11
5
27
1
5
2
9
48
7
15
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A third of reports using hand car wash app
indicate potential labour exploitation

O

ne in three reports by motorists using a pioneering app to gather
information on modern slavery in hand car washes have indicated
potential labour exploitation, according to recent figures.
The Clewer Initiative’s Safe Car Wash App, which allows drivers to
respond to a check list of key factors that may suggest modern slavery or
labour exploitation at hand car washes, has been downloaded 31,000
times since its launch in 2018.
Latest figures show 7,800 reports have been submitted using the app
since the launch, with a third reaching a threshold of concern indicating
potential labour exploitation.
Caroline Virgo, Director of The Clewer Initiative, said: “While many hand
car wash businesses treat and pay their staff fairly, some are run by
unscrupulous people, determined to make as much money as possible.
“It is therefore vital we educate consumers on the importance of choosing
responsible car washes. The Safe Car Wash app is good news because it
will help pinpoint and eliminate businesses that are exploiting workers.
“The Safe Car Wash app is easy to use – it asks a series of questions
related to signs of modern slavery and if it reaches a threshold that
suggests workers are not being treated appropriately, it will invite the
user to send a report through to the Modern Slavery Helpline for further
investigation.
The app was launched in 2018 by The Clewer Initiative, the Church of
England’s campaign against modern slavery, and the Santa Marta Group,
the Catholic Church’s anti-slavery project, with support from anti-slavery
campaigners and other key agencies, including the police and councils.
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Going off to Uni

T

his month thousands of young people will be preparing themselves for
the exciting prospect of going off to what they all call ‘Uni’ in the
autumn. Parents, grandparents and godparents will enjoy a mixture of
pride and apprehension. This is a major step in life: leaving home, making
new friends, study without compulsion and the heady gift of ‘freedom’.
Amazingly, the vast majority of students survive it and love it.
As for parents, there are a few basic rules that it is well to adopt. Firstly,
don’t get too involved in the choice of university. Modern students are a
savvy bunch. They actually do talk to their teachers, and they know their
way around the Internet and social media. It’s highly likely that they will
correctly identify the ‘right’ course and place for themselves.
Secondly, be available (on the end of a phone) but leave them space to
make the odd silly mistake. Make sure they carry on their person the
number of a reliable taxi service, for that occasion when they find
themselves in the early hours and far from their digs. Thirdly, don’t worry
about their being ‘lonely’. The average student makes a friend or two in
the first ten minutes of arriving in their digs – and sometimes it’s for life!
Look forward to their coming home for the odd weekend, probably with
some washing, but don’t regret it when they go back. In fact, enjoy the
experience at second-hand. And lastly, there’s a lot to be said for a little
daily prayer for them.
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Bishop’s Hull Flower Show
The Bishop’s Hull Flower Show will be held on Saturday 13th
August at the Hub. Everyone (within a 5-mile radius) can
enter this local and friendly show. There are classes ranging
from vegetables, fruit, flower arranging, home craft,
handicraft to art and photography plus children’s classes.
You can enter as many or as few classes as you want and the
closing date is Monday 8th August.
The children’s classes have no entry fee.
Please pick up a schedule from the Post Office.
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Brief history of allotments
What is an allotment?

A

llotments have been in existence for hundreds of years, with evidence
pointing back to Anglo-Saxon times. But the system we recognise
today has its roots in the Nineteenth Century, when land was given over to
the labouring poor for the provision of food growing. This measure was
desperately needed thanks to the rapid industrialisation of the country and
the lack of a welfare state. In 1908 the Small Holdings and Allotments Act
came into force, placing a duty on local authorities to provide sufficient
allotments, according to demand. However it wasn’t until the end of the
First World War that land was made available to all, primarily as a way of
assisting returning service men (Land Settlement Facilities Act 1919)
instead of just the labouring poor. The rights of allotment holders in
England and Wales were strengthened through the Allotments Acts of
1922, but the most important change can be found in the Allotments Act of
1925 which established statutory allotments which local authorities could
not sell off or covert without Ministerial consent, known as Section 8
Orders. In Scotland the Community Empowerment Act came in to force on
1 April 2018 and updates and simplifies legislation on allotments. It
requires local authorities to maintain waiting lists and take reasonable
steps to provide allotments if the waiting lists exceed certain trigger points.
It also strengthens the protection for allotments and clarifies the rights of
local authorities and plot holders. Provisions allow allotments to be 250
square metres in size or a different size that is to be agreed between the
person requesting an allotment and the local authority. The Act also
requires fair rents to be set and allows tenants to sell surplus produce
grown on an allotment (other than with a view to making a profit). There is
a requirement for local authorities to develop a food growing strategy for
their area, including identifying land that may be used as allotment sites
and identifying other areas of land that could be used by a community for
the cultivation of vegetables, fruit, herbs or flowers. in Northern Ireland
councils can provide allotments but do not have a statutory duty to do so.
Further legislation has been listed over the intervening years which have
affected allotments, the latest of which is the Localism Act 2011.
Rents and Tenancy Agreements
As allotments are leased from landlords, allotment holders are required to
pay rent. This money is used to cover the water rates and general
maintenance bills. This rent can be anything from a peppercorn amount
through to £100 a year per plot holder, but most are in the region of £25
-£125 each. Despite there being legal statutes relating to allotments,
nowhere do they state how much rent should be charged or collected,
instead general terminology is used, citing that the rent to should be a
‘reasonable amount’ which the ‘tenant would expect to pay’.
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BOOK REVIEWS
The Long Walk
The True Story of a Trek to Freedom
Author: Slavomir Rawicz

One August Night
Victoria Hislop

B

eloved author
Victoria
Hislop returns to
Crete in this longanticipated
sequel to her
multi-millioncopy Number
One bestseller,
The Island.
25th August
1957. The island
of Spinalonga closes its leprosy
colony. And a moment of violence has
devastating consequences.

S

lavomir Rawicz was a young
Polish cavalry officer. On 19th
November 1939 he was arrested by
the Russians and after brutal
interrogation he was sentenced to 25
years in the Gulags.

When time stops dead for Maria
Petrakis and her sister, Anna, two
families splinter apart and, for the
people of Plaka, the closure of
Spinalonga is forever coloured with
tragedy.

After a three month journey to Siberia
in the depths of winter he escaped
with six companions, realising that to
stay in the camp meant almost
certain death. In June 1941 they
crossed the trans-Siberian railway
and headed south, climbing into
Tibet and freedom nine months later
in March 1942 after travelling on foot
through some of the harshest regions
in the world, including the Gobi
Desert.

In the aftermath, the question of how
to resume life looms large. Stigma
and scandal need to be confronted
and somehow, for those impacted, a
future built from the ruins of the past.
Number one bestselling author
Victoria Hislop returns to the world
and characters she created in The
Island – the award-winning novel that
remains one of the biggest selling
reading group novels of the century.
It is finally time to be reunited with
Anna, Maria, Manolis and Andreas in
the weeks leading up to the
evacuation of the island… and
beyond.
****

First published in 1956, this is one of
the world's greatest true stories of
adventure, survival and escape, has
been the inspiration for the film The
Way Back, directed by Peter Weir and
starring Colin Farrell and Ed Harris.##
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EAT WELL FOR LESS
RAISED MEAT PIE

BRAISED STEAK

3/4 lb. of flour
1/2 pint of milk and water
1 teaspoonful of salt
3 oz. of refined suet
1 oz. of butter or lard
3/4 lb. of pork

1 ½ lbs. stewing steak
Seasoning
1 carrot
Stock
1/2 turnip
Dripping
2 onions

R

ub butter in flour, add salt, melt
suet in pan, add milk and water,
and when quite boiling stir into flour
gradually.
Knead to a smooth light paste.
Cut off a quarter of it, and set to keep
warm.
Make remainder into a ball, mould
into shape, pinning round a piece of
kitchen paper to assist.
Get the sides as high as possible
until the paste is thin.
Fill the pie with pork cut very thin,
nicely flavoured with salt, pepper and
a little ground mace, or put through
a mincer.
Cover the pie with the quarter of the
paste kept warm, pressing the edges
together.
Trim neatly, pinch well together
bottom and top. Make a hole in
centre, decorate the pie with small
leaves of paste, brush with beaten
egg, stand in a cool place till quite
firm.
Bake in a quick oven, and then slowly
for 1 ½ hours.
Before becoming quite cold put in
some nicely seasoned gravy made
from a pig’s foot. ####

C

ut the vegetables in thick slices
and fry them in the dripping until
lightly browned, add seasoning, and
enough stock to cover the vegetables;
bring to boiling point and put into the
bottom of a casserole or stew-pan.
Place the meat on top of the
vegetables and cover with
greaseproof paper. Then put on the
lid which must
fit tightly, and cook gently until
tender (2 to 2 1/2 hours), turning
the meat over at the end of one hour.
*****
LIVER AND BACON

1 ½ lb. of liver
Some odd pieces of bacon.

C

ut up the liver in slices, lay in a
flat baking dish, sprinkle with
pepper and salt and a little chopped
onion and sage and flour, then slice a
few potatoes, then the bacon.
Cover with a little stock or water, and
cook very gently for 1 ½ hours. ##
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ECONOMY PLUM PUDDING

½ teacup grated carrot
2 oz. flour
½ teacup grated potato
2 oz. dried fruit
1½ oz. Sugar
½ oz. margarine
½ level teaspoon mixed spice
½ level teaspoon bicarbonate of soda
1½ tablespoons milk .

B

lend together the sugar and
butter. Stir in the egg yolks, milk,
flour, grated rind and juice of the
lemon. Fold in the stiffly-beaten egg
whites. Pour into an unbaked pie
crust and bake until firm, having the
oven hot for the first 10 minutes, and
then reducing to moderate.
Cook from 10 to 20 minutes.
*****
BATH CHEESE CAKES
(Great grandmother’s recipe)

P

lace flour, sugar, soda, spice and
fruit in a basin, mix well.
Add the carrot and potato and mix
well again.
Melt the fat in a saucepan, add the
milk and allow it to warm.
Mix it into the dry ingredients and
place in a greased basin.
Cover with greased paper and steam
for 1½ hours.
******
LEMON PIE

½ pint of milk
¼ lb. of currants
4 eggs
1 teaspoonful of rose water
2 oz. grated breadcrumbs
A little nutmeg
2 oz. of butter
A little cinnamon
¼ lb. of sugar
1 tablespoonful of brandy

B
1 cupful of sugar
2 tablespoonfuls of flour
1 tablespoonful butter
1 cup of milk
2 eggs
1 lemon

oil the milk, then stir in 2 eggs
lightly beaten and boil together
till a curd is formed.
Mix in the breadcrumbs and
gradually add the butter (beaten to a
cream) and sugar.
Beat up 2 more eggs and mix
thoroughly with other ingredients.
Add the currants, rose water, grated
nutmeg, cinnamon and the brandy.
Put in a jar and tie down, and use for
filling small tarts.
###
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The Bishop’s letter

I

’m new around here. Following
retirement from ordained ministry last
year Somerset has become my adopted
county and Bath and Wells my adopted
diocese. Sally and I are delighted to be
full time now in this lovely and
stimulating area. We join many of you
who have been part of this diocese and
county for a lifetime or for decades, and
also some who have recently arrived like us.
We have chosen to be here. Others arrive here because of a range of
circumstances and decisions. Perhaps sometimes the journey seems
haphazard or inexplicable. Some people come here as refugees fleeing
persecution, injustice, or war, especially from Syria, Afghanistan and
Ukraine. They arrive with uncertainty, and often anxiety or trepidation in
an unknown and entirely new place far from home.
In our churches and Christian communities, we are committed to welcome
everyone – those settled here and also those who are newer. We know we
are sisters and brothers in God’s family, regardless of background,
nationality or indeed any other thing which distinguishes us. God’s family
is the family of humankind. It’s not that we pick and choose whom to call
family; we share the same flesh and blood.
St Paul tells us that each one of us has been adopted into that family
which is divine and human. God sent Jesus “so that we might receive
adoption as children” enabling us to be gifted with the Holy Spirit.
(Galatians 4:4-7)
We don’t belong out of personal choice, in contrast to my decision to
chose here as my adopted diocese and community. We don’t pick and
choose our ultimate citizenship. God chooses and calls us without us
desiring or deserving such adoption. That’s why, following God’s
adoption of us, we never select who to welcome into our church or parish.
All belong and all are welcome without hesitation.
We have been adopted into God’s family and we are thrilled to adopt
everyone into our communities. Thank you for welcoming me!
+Christopher Foster (Honorary Assistant Bishop Bath and Wells)
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David Pickup muses on holiday
behaviour….

DID YOU KNOW?
Walnuts

Things you do on holiday
but never at any other time
Lend your key to a neighbour and
spend half an hour explaining the
knack of locking the front door which
entails pulling, turning, and pushing
at the same time.
Worry about your hanging baskets
and runner beans.

A

handful of walnuts may help
reduce your feelings of hunger.
Walnuts are unique among nuts in
that they are mainly comprised of
polyunsaturated fats, which help
decrease ghrelin, a hormone that
increases hunger. They also seem to
increase peptide YY (PYY), a
hormone that increases fullness or
satiety.
As appetite hormones play an
important part in regulating how
much you eat, this could be good
news. As one scientist says, walnuts
“may favourably change appetite
hormones so that we can feel fuller
for longer.”
**
Two sleep better than one

Worry about your cat.
Spend an hour looking for window
lock keys which you have not seen
since last year and why aren’t they in
THEIR SPECIAL PLACE?
Get up at 3am to drive to an airport.
Eat and sleep beside total strangers.
Climb on a bus without knowing
quite where you are going, or where
to get off.
Wear a swimming costume while
shopping.
Miss having a proper cup of tea.
Buy postcards.
Eat chips with almost every meal.
Wonder if your cat is okay.
Have a pocketful of foreign coins
which you try to spend on your last
day.
Go to a quarry museum and try to
convince yourself it is interesting as
you never knew there was so much to
know about slate and that it comes in
so many colours of grey.

A

dults sleep better together than
they do alone. Of course, that
may be hard to believe if your partner
snores, sleepwalks or likes a different
level of darkness and coolness in the
bedroom.
But a recent study at the University of
Arizona has found that working-age

Get on another bus and hope it is
headed back to your hotel, whose
name now escapes you.
******
26

Bishop's Hull Parish Magazine Edition 37/03 August 2022
adults who sleep with a partner fall
asleep faster and are less likely to
experience insomnia and general
fatigue. Whereas adults who sleep on
their own are more likely to be tired,
depressed, and anxious.
One researcher explained: “Sleeping
with a romantic partner or spouse
shows to have reduced sleep apnoea
risk, less sleep insomnia, and overall
improvement in sleep quality.”
But meanwhile, the number of
couples in the UK who choose to
sleep separately has doubled in the
past decade. According to the
National Bed Federation, one in six
couples now prefer to sleep alone at
night. And the Sleep Charity advises
that it is “quite sensible to sleep apart
if your partner causes you disturbed
sleep on a regular basis.”
**
How to keep your house cool in a
heatwave

your house will feel very cool when
you go to bed. As the sun sets, open
your curtains and windows and you’ll
feel a lovely breeze coming through
your house, which will help you
sleep.”
**
How many hours of sleep do you
really need at night?

M

argaret Thatcher famously
thrived on four hours a night.
These days, 40 per cent of us struggle
to nod off at all, while the hoped for
‘ideal’ is eight hours a night. But how
much do we really need?
Recent research at the University of
Cambridge and Shanghai’s Fudan
University looked in depth at sleeping
patterns, mental health and
wellbeing, cognitive tests, brainimaging and genetic data.
The scientists concluded that the
ideal is to aim for exactly seven hours’
sleep a night, from our thirties to old
age. Getting too much more sleep
than that, as well as too much less,
may cause mental health problems
and worse cognitive performance.
The study also found that consistency
mattered – so it’s no good getting
nine hours one night then six the
next.
Eat your porridge

W

hen the sun is sizzling
overhead, many of us fling wide
our windows and even doors, in an
effort to get a draught of air through
our homes.
But an NHS sleep consultant advises
that, instead, people should keep
their windows shut and their curtains
drawn all day. “It’s all due to
temperature differentials. As the sun
comes up throughout the day it heats
the inside of your house.
“If you keep your windows and
curtains closed until dusk, however,

A

daily serving of wholegrains can
help slow down your middleaged spread.
Recent research has found that the
wholegrains found in oats, as well as
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creating a huge and dramatic floral
display with the help of bunched
chicken wire that waterfalls down
your mantelpiece in a grand sweep to
the floor. So if you like putting
photos on Instagram, here is your
opportunity!
One designer calls mantelscaping a
“simple and joyful way” of ushering
in a sense of the approaching season.
Another finds “there is something
meditative” about arranging your
favourite things and seasonal flowers
on a newly dusted and empty mantel.
Whatever it is, “even if the rest of
your room looks messy, your mantel
can be a grand moment.”
So – why not get creative? Take a new
look at your own mantelpiece. Empty
it, dust it, and then re-decorate it with
anything from vases and candles to
books, collectables, seasonal flowers,
artworks and even shells and
driftwood.
And don’t do it just once. “Moving
things around, and frequently ringing
the changes of what you display, will
help keep a room feeling fresh and
inspiring.”
*****
Good news for musical young people

brown bread and brown rice, are the
key to midlife weight control and
loss. Wholegrains are usually low in
fat, rich in fibre and starchy
carbohydrate and often have a low
glycaemic index. They also provide a
range of nutrients, vitamins, and fats.
One scientist explained that “the data
suggests that people who eat more
wholegrains are better able to
maintain their blood sugar and blood
pressure over time. Managing these
risk factors as we age may help to
protect against heart disease.”
So, eating porridge for breakfast
could be an easy way to improve your
health.
Have you taken your mantelpiece
seriously yet?
ne of the latest trends in fun
home decorating is to ‘dress’
your fireplace. Known as

O

C

hildren and young people have
been the focus of this year’s
grants from the Cathedral Music
Trust (CMT). A total of £400,000
has been awarded to choral
foundations in the UK to enable
young people to participate in
cathedral music. The individual
attention from an experienced vocal
trainer, as well as the change to build
their confidence with repertoire and
performance challenges could well
become life-changing for some young
people. ##

‘mantelscaping’, it can range from
simply rearranging your favourite
things among seasonal flowers, to
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Yellow Ribbons
ack in 1893, John Wilbur
Chapman was a Presbyterian
minister from Richmond, Indiana,
who had moved into full-time
evangelistic ministry. Chapman told
of how one evening he was travelling
by train in a rural part of the state of
Kansas. The only other passenger in
the carriage was a young man and
Chapman noticed that he was
becoming very agitated. He kept
glancing out of the window and then
covering his face with his hands.
Finally, Chapman asked if he could
help.
The young man was a bit reluctant,
but finally opened up. Many years
before he had run away from home
and ‘sown his wild oats.’ He had not
contacted his parents for many years
and now he was afraid they wouldn’t
want him back. He had written home
some weeks before and told them he
would be travelling on this train. At a
certain point it passed very close to
his home. In the letter he had begged
his parents’ forgiveness and asked if
they wanted him to come home.

Chapman with tears and quivering
lips. “All is well,” said the evangelist.
“There is a yellow ribbon on the apple
tree. In fact, there’s far more than
one. Every branch is hanging with
yellow ribbons, scores and scores of
them. Your parents love you so much
and want you to come home.”
Parental love and forgiveness is in all
of us.
*****
National Allotment Week
9th to 15th August

B

W

hat creepy crawlies are lurking
in your allotment? This year,
National Allotment Week has teamed
up with the Big Bug Survey to try and
find out.
The theme of the week is Bugs, Bees
and Broccoli, and the aim is to
acknowledge the importance of
gardening with nature in mind.
As the National Allotment Society
(NAS) says, allotments are “a
complex web of plants, microorganisms, fungi, insects and animals
that not only produces food but also
supports eco-system services such as
pollination and offers a refuge for
wildlife in urban areas.”
And Bugslife points out: “Bugs are so
important to the healthy functioning
of our allotments. We tend to focus
on the ‘pests’ and ignore all the great
work the other bugs are doing for us.
They are pollinating our fruit and veg,
controlling our pests and improving
our soil.”
So if you have an allotment, why not
take the survey, and so contribute to
the monitoring of allotments and
bugs? Go to:
https://www.nsalg.org.uk/newsevents-campaigns/nationalallotments-week/
###

If so, they were to tie a yellow
ribbon on the old apple tree that grew
right beside the railway lines.
“Sir,” he said to Chapman, “the train
will soon pass my home but I’m
afraid to look. If there’s a yellow
ribbon on the tree, I’ll get off at the
next station and go home. If there’s
no ribbon, I’ll just travel on. But I’m
too afraid to look out for the tree.” So
Chapman offered to look for him.
The young man hid his eyes and
Chapman kept watch.
“You can open your eyes now,” he
said a few minutes later. The
returning prodigal looked at
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A further extract from E W Hendy’s book (1943)
Somerset Birds and some other folk.
SOME BIRD BIOGRAPHIES

B

esides the chaffinches mentioned in previous chapters, I have ringed
with coloured rings a good many other birds which frequent our
garden and the adjacent land.
The results, up to the end of 1942, though in some respects disappointing,
reveal some facts worth recording. Greenfinches are temperamentally shy:
I have never yet tamed one, and about halt of those ringed never returned.
Hen Greenfinches are sometimes tame on the nest, and will sit almost till
you touch them: but this betokens courage rather than confidence. Two
remained with us for over a year, and two for over two years .
Two ringed blue tits were on feeding terms with us for about four and a
half years. As they were both ringed early in the year they must then have
been at least six or seven months old and so reached the respectable age of
five years when they disappeared. One who stayed for nearly four years
was an adult when ringed so he too lived nearly five years. Another was six
years old when last seen, and one, ringed when an adult in February 19 32,
surprised us by reappearing in December 1941, and March 1942. This bird
must have been over ten years old.
The marital affairs of one pair afforded some
unusual incidents. In the early summer of
1939, No. 1 , a cock, and No. 2, a hen, both
ringed with coloured rings, mated and nested
in a box to the north of our house. On May 4th
the hen, No. 2 , was sitting on seven eggs. No. 1
, the cock, was constantly on a bird-table near
another nesting box affixed to a crab-apple
tree on the south of our house. Another tit, No.
3, unringed and presumably a female, was
taking nesting material to this box. Yet another
unringed blue tit, No. 4., presumably a cock,
came twice to this box but was driven off once
by No. 1 and once by No. 2 .
During May 5th, No. 3 went on building in the ‘crab’ box. No. 1 was
constantly on a bird-table nearby, and occasionally No. 2 . There was
frequent fighting between three tits, probably Nos. 1 , 3, and 4., round the
nesting box. No. 1 watched No. 3 building, but often followed and chased
her when she was collecting nesting material. At the same time he was
feeding his mate, No. 2 at the north nesting box. By nightfall the nest in
the ‘crab’ box was partially built.
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During May 6th the same state of affairs existed, but No. 3 seemed to do
less building. A blue tit, probably No. 3, roosted in that box that night and
again on the night of May 7th. During that day there was again constant
fighting round the ‘crab’ box, but on May 8th, though Nos. 1 and 2
occasionally visited the box, Nos. 3 and 4 were not seen and no further
building took Place. The nest, which now contained one egg, was deserted.
The most probable interpretation of these facts seems to be that it was a
case of attempted bigamy by the cock, No. 1 , with the hens Nos. 2 and 3
and that this was resented by No. 4. (the other cock), and eventually by
No. 3 (the other hen), as she gave up building, and the nest was deserted.
The attitude of No. 2 , the rightful mate of No. 1 , was more likely
suspicious than complaisant. The fact that the cock, No. 1, continued his
marital attentions to her, While showing interest in the other hen, is
amusing or painful according to the point of view. Nos. 1 and 2 mated
again successfully in 1940.
A different pair of blue tits,
both ringed with coloured rings
for identification, nested in a
nesting box some twenty yards
from our windows in 1941.
Eight eggs were laid, but the
cock was unfortunately killed
in a trap while the hen was still
sitting; he had been assiduous
in feeding her. Seven young
hatched out, and the hen, who
had lost her tail, as well as her
mate, brought them up alone. When only two days old they were fed on
small green caterpillars. Two of the fledglings flew on the sixteenth day
after hatching; on the nineteenth day three only were left in the nesting
box: two of these emerged on the twenty-first day and the last one on the
twenty-second.
The fledging period varies from fifteen to twenty-one days, but is usually
nineteen. Probably the stronger youngsters got more than their fair share
of the provender, for the last to fly was a weakling. Had the other parent
survived, the rationing might have been better managed. When the young
were about a week old, I saw the hen making advances to another blue tit,
which was unringed. The stranger attempted coition with her, but if this
was an effort on the part of the hen to obtain a second mate to help her
bring up her family, it was unsuccessful, for she still fed them alone. This
gallant hen’s success in rearing her large family unaided
deserves to be put on record. ##
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AUGUST IN THE VEGETABLE GARDEN

T

HE importance of summer-sown Vegetables and Salads was dealt with
under July, and seeds of most of the subjects there named may still be put
in as ground becomes vacant. The supplies of the garden during the next
winter and spring will in great part depend upon good management now, and
the utmost must be made of the few weeks of growing weather that remain.
One great difficulty in connection with sowing seed at this period of the year is
the likelihood of the ground being too dry; yet it is most unwise to water
seeds, and it is always better if they can be got up with the natural moisture of
the soil alone. However, in an extreme case the ground should be well soaked
before the seed is sown, and after sowing covered with hurdles, pea-sticks, or
mats until the seeds begin to sprout.
Artichokes, Globe.—Flowering stems to be cut down as soon as the heads
are used.
Broccoli to be planted out. As the Sprouting Broccoli, which belongs to the
class of ‘Winter Greens,’ does not pay well in spring unless it grows freely
now, plant it far enough apart; if crowded where already planted to stand the
winter, take out every alternate plant and make another plantation.
Cabbage.—In many small gardens the August sowing of Cabbages is made to
suffice for the whole year, and in the largest establishments greater breadths
are sown now than at any other period. But whether the garden be small or
large, it is not wise to rely exclusively on the sowing of any one kind. At least
two varieties should be chosen, and as a precaution each variety may be sown
at two dates, with an interval of about a fortnight between. The wisdom of this
arrangement will be evident in nine seasons out of ten. It allows for
contingencies, prolongs the season of supply, and offers two distinct dishes of
a single vegetable—the mature hearts, and the partially developed plants,
which differ, when served, both in appearance and in flavour. Where the
demand is extensive, or great diversity is required, three or four kinds should
be sown,
including Red Cabbage to produce fine heads for pickling next year.
Cauliflower.—-Seed sown in autumn will produce finer heads in spring and
early summer than are generally obtained from a January or February sowing.
The time to sow must be determined by the climate of the district. In cold, late
localities, sow about the middle of August ; for all midland districts midSeptember is a good time ; in the south late September or early October
generally proves the best period. But whatever date may suit the district, the
seed should be sown with care, in order that a healthy growth may be
promoted from the first. Winter the plants in frames or by other convenient
means, but it is important to keep them hardy by giving air at every
favourable opportunity.
Celery to be carefully earthed up as required. It takes five weeks or more to
blanch Celery well, and as the earthing up checks growth, the operation
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should not be commenced a day too soon. Take care that the earth does not
get into the hearts.
Corn Salad should be sown during this month and September to produce
plants fit for use in early spring. In the summer months the whole plant is
edible, but in winter or spring the outer leaves only should be used.
Cucumber.—For a supply of Cucumbers during the winter months the general
principles of management are identical with those given under January and
March, with one important exception. At the commencement of the year a
continued increase of light and warmth may be relied on. Now there will be a
constant diminution of these vital forces. Hence the progress of the plants will
gradually abate as the year wanes, and due allowance must be made for the
fact. So much depends on the character of the autumn and winter that it will
be unwise to risk all on a single sowing. Seed put in on two or three occasions
between the end of August and the end of October will provide plants in
various stages of growth to meet the exigencies of the season. The production
of Cucumbers will then depend on care and management. In very dull cold
weather it may be dangerous to syringe the foliage, but the necessary moisture
can be secured by sprinkling the floor and walls.
Lettuce to be sown to stand the winter, choosing some of the hardy types of
recent introduction. In cold districts the middle of the month is a. good time
to sow ; in favoured places the end of the month is preferable.
Oni0n.—On well-drained ground, all the best sorts of Onions for the
household may be sown this month for use in the following summer. Two
sowings-—one at the beginning, the other at the end of the month may be
adopted with advantage. The storage of Onions is often faulty, and
consequently losses occur through mildew and premature growth. If any are
as yet unripe, spread them out in the sun in a dry place, where they can be
covered quickly in case of rain. In wet, cold seasons, it may be necessary to
finish Onions by spreading them in a dry shed, or on vacant greenhouse
staging, before they are stored away.
Pea.— Crops coming forward for late bearing should have attention, more
especially to make them safe against storms by a sufficiency of support, and in
case of drought to give abundance of water.
Strawberry Plants may be put in should the weather prove favourable; but
next month will answer. In burning weather it is well worth while to bed the
plants closely in a moist shady place until rain comes, and then plant out.
Tomatoes in the open to be gathered as soon as ripe. If bad weather
interferes with the finishing of the crop, cut the full-grown fruit with a length
of stem attached, and hang them up in a sunny greenhouse, or some other
warm spot in full daylight. Seed sown now or in September will produce
plants that should afford fine fruit in March, and it will need care and
judgment to carry them safely through the winter.
Turnip may be sown in the early part of the month. The best sorts now are
Snowball, or the Milan. Golden Ball will please those who like a yellow Turnip.
From Sutton Seeds - 20th Edition 1951
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All in the month of AUGUST
125 years ago, on 11th August 1897 that Enid Blyton was born. This enormously
popular British children’s writer created Noddy, the Famous Five, and the
Secret Seven. She is among the world’s bestselling writers, selling more than
600 million copies of her books. She sometimes wrote 50 books a year.
100 years ago, on 2nd August 1922 that Alexander Graham Bell died. This
Scottish-born American audiologist and inventor is credited with developing
the first practical telephone.
Also 100 years ago, on 9th August 1922 that Philip Larkin, one of Britain’s
most famous post-war poets, was born. One of his most famous poems is
‘MCMXIV'. Larkin was often called ‘England's other Poet Laureate’. (Died
1985)
Also 100 years ago, from 28th- 29th August 1922 that the first Walker Cup golf
match was held in Southampton, New York. The match is held every two years
between the USA and UK and Ireland.
90 years ago, on 31st August 1932 that Roy Castle, TV presenter, singer,
dancer, comedian, actor and musician was born. Best known for presenting the
children’s TV series Record Breakers, he broke nine world records himself
while presenting it. (Died 1994.)
80 years ago, from 23rd August 1942 to 2nd February 1943 that the Battle of
Stalingrad took place. Soviet victory, and the turning point of the war in
Europe. Regarded as the largest and bloodiest battle in the history of warfare.
75 years ago, on 14th and 15th August 1947 that first Pakistan and then India
gained their independence from the UK.
Also 75 years ago, from 22nd August to 11th September 1947 that the first
Edinburgh Festival was held in Scotland.
60 years ago, on 4th August 1962 that Alexander Litvinenko, Russian security
agent, writer and journalist, was born. He was killed (probably assassinated)
by radioactive polonium in London in November 2006.
50 years ago, on 1st August 1972 that the Washington Post newspaper
published the first article that exposed US President Richard Nixon’s
involvement in the Watergate scandal.
30 years ago, on 30th August 1992 that the German racing driver Michael
Schumacher won the Belgian Grand Prix – the first of his record 91 Formula
One wins.
25 years ago, on 31st August 1997 that Diana, Princess of Wales, her
companion Dodi Fayed and their driver, died in a car crash in the Place de
l’Alma underpass in Paris.
10 years ago, on 25th August 2012 that Neil Armstrong, American astronaut
(Apollo 11) died. He was the first person to walk on the Moon. ###
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Remembering Enid Blyton

I

t was 125 years ago, on 11th August 1897, that Enid Blyton was born in East
Dulwich, South London. This enormously popular British children’s writer
created Noddy, the Famous Five, and the Secret Seven. She is among the world’s
bestselling writers, selling more than 600 million copies of her books.
Enid was the daughter of a nature-loving clothing wholesaler, to whom she was
very close. He once sat up with her when she was expected to die of whooping
cough, determined that she would survive. Her mother was less solicitous. Enid
was bright, popular at school and a talented musician, but decided against it as
a profession, going into teaching instead.
She married twice – first Hugh Pollock, an editor at a publishing firm who
helped her to become established as a writer. They moved to Buckinghamshire
and had two daughters, but then divorced in 1942. The following year she
married surgeon Kenneth Waters, and they moved in the 1950s to Manor Farm
in Dorset, which inspired much of her later work.
Blyton’s mystery and adventure stories have clearly defined good and bad
characters and are easy to read. They have been criticised for being too
simplistic, and more recently for some of the now outdated social attitudes and
language. But they remain popular worldwide for their sense of joy and wonder
at life.
Several of her books are based on biblical stories, but she had a general rather
than personal belief in God. She was brought up as a Baptist, and her children
were baptised in the Church of England: towards the end of her life she became
interested in Roman Catholicism. She put much energy into charity work,
encouraging children to do the same. She died in 1968. ###***
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A Little humour
from across ‘the pond’

The old priest says, "Now, don't
you think that's a little better than
slapping your knee and saying,
"No kidding, what happened next?"

The Parish Fast Food Shop

O

ne day, the local parish decided
to open a fast food restaurant, so
they can make some more money on
the side as church attendance was
dropping. Being the smart people
that they were, they divided
themselves so each person does one
job.
The fast food restaurant was doing
quite well, and the local news
channel, since it had nothing better to
report on, decided to interview the
staff of the restaurant. As they were
finishing the interviews, they saw that
one priest didn't do any interview, it
was shy Father Tim, who was in
charge of the french fries.
"So you're the friar yes?" asked the
interviewer.

The Irish Priest
An Irish priest was transferred to
Texas.

F

ather O'Malley rose from his bed
one morning. It was a fine spring
day in his new west Texas mission
parish. He walked to the window of
his bedroom to get a deep breath of
the beautiful day outside.

He then noticed there was a
jackass lying dead in the middle of
his front lawn. He promptly called the
local police station.
The conversation went like this:
"Good morning. This is Sergeant
Jones. How might I help you?"
"And the best of the day te yerself.
This is Father O'Malley at St.
Ann's Catholic Church. There's a
jackass lying dead in me front lawn
and would ye be so kind as to send a
couple o'yer lads to take care of
the matter?"
Sergeant Jones, considering himself
to be quite a wit and recognizing
the foreign accent, thought he would
have a little fun with the good
father, replied, "Well now Father, it
was always my impression that
you people took care of the last rites!"
There was dead silence on the line for
a long moment...

"No", father Tim said,"I'm the
Chipmonk"
New Texas Priest…

A

new priest, born and raised in
Texas, comes to serve in a city
parish and is nervous about hearing
confessions, so he asks the older
priest to sit in on his sessions.
The new priest hears a couple of
confessions, then the old priest asks
him to step out of the confessional for
a few suggestions.
The old priest suggests, "Cross your
arms over your chest, and rub your
chin with one hand and try saying
things like 'yes, I see,' and 'yes, go on,'
and 'I understand.'
The new priest crosses his arms, rubs
his chin with one hand and repeats all
the suggested remarks to the old
priest.

Father O'Malley then replied,
"Aye, 'tis certainly true, but we are
also obliged to notify the next of kin
first, which is the reason for
me call."
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Two Irishmen sat at a bar…
o pass the time, they began to get
to know each other.
“Where you from, laddie?” said the
first
“Oh, I’m from Dublin, ya see” said the
second.
“Oh ya don’t say! I’m from Dublin,
too! What parish were ye in?”
“Oh I was in the St. Thomas parish,
ya see”
“Ya dont say! I was in the St. Thomas
parish! Who was yer father?”
“Oh I had Father O’Sullivan, ya see”
“Ya don’t say! I had Father
O’Sullivan!”
An American sitting down the bar
overheard the conversation between
the two, and he leans into the
bartender and asks “What’s up with
those guys?”
The bartender say “Oh, nothing, the
Murphy twins are drunk again”.
Irishman…

"You're too late, Padre. He's a
Protestant now."
The priest rushes to the man's side.
"Patty! Why'd ya' do it, man?!?"
The old man smiles and says"Father, I just figured if there was any
dyin' to be done this night, better it
be one of them than one of us!"
"The neighbours hate us."

T

"T

he neighbours hate us."
"Why?"
"Well, you remember when we had
that bonfire in my yard, and were
roasting marshmallows?"
"Yeah, that was really fun."
"And remember how the house up the
road caught fire, and all those fire
engines came, and we ran to see what
was going on, and the wife was crying
in her husband's arms, and how
everyone looked at us funny?"
"Yeah, I remember! I wondered what
we'd done..."
"We were still holding our
marshmallow sticks."
An old man is selling watermelons...

O

ld Patrick O'Reilly is on his
deathbed. He calls his oldest son
to his bedside:
"Son, you wouldn't deny yer poor old
father his last request, now would
you?"
"No, of course not, Da! Anything!"
"Well then, I want you to run over
and fetch the Protestant minister
across the way so I can convert."
"No, Da! You're not thinkin' right! I
canna' do it!"
"Son- you said you'd do anything, so
mind me now and get him here, I
haven't much time."
The son leaves and gets the minister
out of his chambers and brings him to
his father's bedside.
Meanwhile, the parish priest gets
wind of what's going on and rushes
over, just in time to meet the minister
coming down the steps.

His pricelist reads: 1 for $3, 3 for $10
A young man stops by and asks to buy
one watermelon.
"That'd be 3 dollars", says the old
man.
The young man then buys another
one, and another one, paying $3 for
each.
As the young man is walking away, he
turns around, grins, and says, "Hey
old man, do you realize I just bought
three watermelons for only $9?
Maybe business is not your thing."
The old man smiles and mumbles to
himself, "People are funny. Every
time they buy three watermelons
instead of one, yet they keep trying to
teach me how to do business..."
******
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The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle
Eustace’…
On the best way to visit the homes in the parish
The Rectory
St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
Your offer to bring in your team of church members, in order to make a house
call on every home in our parish, was most generous. I do understand why
you would need us to accommodate your team of 25 visitors, and then hold a
residential training weekend for our own members of the team. I accept that
we would have to produce a visiting pack listing all our church organisations,
giving contact names and numbers and a short resume of what each group
did, along with our mission statement and safeguarding policy. I also understand your suggestion that we include a supplement outlining our stewardship scheme.
Your plan that we should then hold an opening Service to which all the newcomers would be invited, and to which we might fly in a world-renowned
speaker for the occasion, is understandable. And then of course we would
need your help us to set up a finance committee with budgets and organised
fund raising. But what you seem to have missed is that our entire parish consists of something like 70 homes. They would not feel visited, but invaded.
Instead, I feel it would be best if we attempt something a little more low-key:
an invitation to sherry after Mattins, perhaps, where we could find out which
of them plays golf and who may like to join the Bridge Club. Gradually, as the
sherry flowed, we would also seek to discover who would be prepared to go
on the brass cleaning, flower arranging and grass cutting rotas, which are
the traditionally recognised signs of committed Christians, at least in this
parish.
Inevitably, this means that none of our church members will be joining your
team as you visit the residents of the new tower block in your parish. Most of
our congregation abandoned attempting stairs some years ago and their polite enquiries about which Hunt the residents belong to, and where they stable
their horses may lead to a rather stilted conversation.
You are, of course, all prepared to welcome your new residents with enthusiasm, excitement, and frenetic activity; our policy of polite indifference and
brief conversations about the weather should soon help ours to settle in in no
time.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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MATHS LESSONS
little boy was doing his maths
homework.He said to
himself,"Two plus five, that son of a
bitch is seven.Three plus six, that son
of a bitch is nine..."His mother heard
what he was saying and
gasped,"What are you doing?"The
boy answered,"I'm doing my maths
homework,Mum." "And this is how
your teacher taught you to do it?"the
mother asked. "Yes,"he
answered. Infuriated,the mother
asked the teacher,"What are you
teaching my son in maths?"The
teacher replied,"Right now, we are
learning addition."The mother
asked,"And are you teaching them to
say two plus two, that son of a bitch is
four?"After the teacher stopped
laughing, she answered, "What I
taught them was, two plus two,THE
SUM OF WHICH, is four."

WHO'S YOUR DADDY
certain little girl, when asked her
name, would reply,"I'm Mr.
Sugarbrown's daughter." Her mother
told her this was wrong, she must say,
"I'm Jane Sugarbrown." The Vicar
spoke to her in Sunday School, and
said, "Aren't you Mr. Sugarbrown's
daughter?"She replied,"I thought I
was, but mother says I'm not."
*****

A

A

6.00-7.00pm Tae Kwon Do BH HUB
7.15-8.45pm
Tone Guitar Group
BH HUB

Regular Weekly Events
MONDAYS
10-11am Nia
10-12noon Painting Group
1.30-4.00pm Whist Club
6.15-7.15pm Zumba
7.30pm Tone Big Band
(1st & 3rd Mon)
TUESDAYS
6.15-7.00am Group Fitness
Training
8.30am -1pm Star Bubs
1.30-2.30pm Tai Chi & QI
2.00-4.00pm Games
7-8pm Yoga
WEDNESDAYS
10.30 – 11.45am
Mum and Baby Pilates
2.00-4.30pm
Short Mat Bowls

THURSDAYS
6.15-7.00am
Group Fitness Training
BH HUB
9.30-11.30am Baby Badgers BH HUB
10.00-12noon Bridge Club FBC
1.30-4.30pm
Friendly Bridge Club
BH HUB
2.00-4.00pm Croquet
FBC
6.30-7.30pm Zumba
BH HUB

BH HUB
FBC
FBC
BH HUB
BH HUB

BH HUB
BH HUB
BH HUB
FBC
BH HUB

FRIDAYS
8.30am -1pm Star Bubs
BH HUB
10.00-12noon Frank’s Café FBC
4.45-8.15pm Martial Arts BH HUB
SATURDAYS
6.30-7.15am Group Fitness
Training
BH HUB
9.30-11.30am Hub Gardening Club
BH HUB

BH HUB
BH HUB
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USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS

Robin Close Hall
356389
deanehelplineadmin@tauntondeane.
gov
St Peter & St Paul Parish Church
Rev. Phil Hughes
336102

Your Somerset County Councillor
John Hunt (Independent) 07880
794554 john@johnhunt.me.uk
Your Somerset West & Taunton
Councillors

BISHOP‘S HULL ORGANISATIONS
Access Group (Fledgling Centre)
Kelly Enfield
333363
BH Flower, Fruit & Vegetable Show
Amanda Gallacher
337720
Bishops Hull HUB
07500 748 609, booking:
bhhubbookings@gmail.com
General enquiries and events:
bishopshullhub@gmail.com
BH Short Mat Bowls
Alan Chapman
710938
bhsmbc@yahoo.com
BH VH & PF Trust
Paul Bulbeck
283941
BH WI
Margaret Lomax
412218
Brownies Sheena Grinter
331184
Community Woodland Volunteer
David
272415
FBC Activities Carolyn
283941
Golden Group Keep Fit Session
Karie at Castle Sports Centre 322934
orkcrane@1610.org.ukJon 07736
714370 jonakkc@hotmail.co.uk
Pilates Liz Grant
338409
Slimming World
Judy 256010 / 07939 431264
Sheena 07517 441766
Somerset Hills Chorus
Brenda Palfrey
07857 244272
Tae Kwon Do
Sebastian Morey-Weale 07900 517767
Wed Art Group
Rose Humphreys
277633
Zumba / Zumba Gold
Jackie Bradford
07949 735139

Simon Nicholls (Lib Dem)
01823 326977
cllr.s.nicholls@somersetwestandtaunt
on.gov.uk
Habib Farbahi (Lib Dem)
07968 069192
cllr.h.farbahi@somersetwestandtaunto
n.gov.uk
John Hunt (Independent)
07880 794554
john@johnhunt.me.uk
Your Member of Parliament
Rebecca Pow MP
443062 office@rebeccapow.org.uk
BISHOP‘S HULL FACILITIES
BH Parish Council
Helen McGladdery 07518
bishopshullparishclerk@gmail.com
BH Pre School
07928 950230
BH Primary School
331624
Castle School
274073
Community Room & School Hall
Rick Moon
354908
Frank Bond Centre
Nadia
07958 246046
Neighbourhood Beat Team
PCSO Lyndsay Smith
lyndsay.smith@avonandsomerset.poli
ce.uk or call 101
PCSO Marshall Bernhardt
marshall.bernhardt@avonandsomerse
t.police.uk or call 101
PCSO Catharine Richards
catherine.richards@avonandsomerset.
police.uk or call 101
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SERVICES AT ST PETER & ST PAUL AUGUST 2022
Sunday
7 August
Eighth Sunday
after Trinity

Hebrews 11:1-3
Terry
Holy Communion 08:00 a.m.
and 8-16;
Curnow
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m.
Luke 12:32-40

Wednesday
10 August
Sunday
14 August
Ninth Sunday
after Trinity
Wednesday
17 August
Sunday
21 August
Tenth Sunday
after Trinity
Wednesday
24 August

Holy Communion 10.00 a.m.
Hebrews 11:29Holy Communion 08:00 a.m.
Sally Adams
12:2;
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m.
Luke 12:49-56
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m.
Hebrews 12:18Christabel
Holy Communion 08:00 a.m.
29;
a.m.
10.00
Ager
Holy Communion
Luke 13:10-17
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m

Sunday
28 August
Eleventh Sunday
after Trinity

Hebrews 13:1-8
Shirley
Holy Communion 08:00 a.m. and 15-16;
Stapleton
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. Luke 14:1 and
7-14

Wednesday
31 August

Holy Communion 10.00 a.m.

Grass cutting Rota
7 August Half cut Stuart English
21 August Half cut John Chidgey

Bell Ringing Practice
on Wednesdays
( Church Tower)
at 19.30 - 21.00
FBC’S AGM ON THURSDAY 22ND
SEPTEMBER AT 2.00 PM
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CHURCH DIRECTORY (01823)
Church web site:
Vicar:

www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk

Rev. Philip Hughes
(Usual day off - Friday)
phil2overflowing@gmail.com

Church Wardens:

Mr Will Osmond
Mrs Belinda Luke

Treasurer:

Mrs Kathy Fear

336102

461820
289537
0774 811 8124

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Shirley Stapleton
Gift Aid Co-ordinator: Pat Barrett
Safeguarding Officer:

365811

Sally Adams

254413

PCC Members - Mark Dakin. Val Traylen, Helen Pearce
Tower Secretary:

Giles Morley

430710

PCC Secretary:
Parish Administrator

Vicar

Weekly Notice Sheet

In church or Online

Church Flowers:

Belinda Luke

Rev David Ager

Rev Philip Hughes

Pat Barrett

Will Osmand

Sally Adams

289537

Belinda Luke

Val Traylen

Kathy Fear

Helen Pearce

No
photo
Shirley Stapleton Mark Dakin
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