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Diary Dates  
August 2017 

5 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

5 LAMERTON COFFEE MORNING, Lamerton Community Centre, 10.30 - 12.00 

8 LAMERTON BINGO, Lamerton Community Centre, 8.00pm 

12 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

12 LAMERTON WI Produce and Craft Show, Lamerton Community Centre, 2.00 - 4.30pm 

14 MILTON ABBOT BINGO, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

19 LAMERTON COFFEE MORNING, Lamerton Community Centre, 10.30 - 12.00 

19 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

22 LAMERTON BINGO, Lamerton Community Centre, 8.00pm 

15 LAMERTON COFFEE MORNING, Lamerton Community Centre, 10.30 - 12.00 

26 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

September 2017 

2 LAMERTON COFFEE MORNING, Lamerton Community Centre, 10.30 - 12.00 

2 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

5 LAMERTON BINGO, Lamerton Community Centre, 8.00pm 

9 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

11 MILTON ABBOT BINGO, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

12 DEADLINE for Oct/Nov Edition of magazine 

16 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

16 LAMERTON COFFEE MORNING, Lamerton Community Centre, 10.30 - 12.00 

17 LAMERTON TRACTOR DAY AND COUNTRY FAIR, 10.30 - 4.30pm 

19 LAMERTON BINGO, Lamerton Community Centre, 8.00pm 

23 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

29 LAMERTON HARVEST AUCTION, Lamerton Community Centre, from 7.00pm 

30 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

30 LAMERTON COFFEE MORNING, Lamerton Community Centre, 10.30 - 12.00 

August and September church services are on the back cover;  
Bible Readings are on page 8 and 9 
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The Book of Revelation (part 2) 
 

After the messages to the 7 churches, John had a vision of heav-
en  4.1-2 ócome up here and I will show you what is to come in  
the futureô  and he saw a throne with óOne sitting on the throneô 
and on the right  hand of the One there was a scroll sealed with 7 
seals. 
Johnôs vision of heaven falls into 2 parts: 
1. The hymn of praise to God as creator 4.11. The vision of the throne  room with 
its vivid descriptions and proclamation  of God as the creator of all thingsé.here 
I am reminded of a well known  hymn by the 17th century Bishop  Thomas Ken 
óGlory to thee, my God, this night é.ô  and especially the last verse: óPraise God 
from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below, praise him 
above, ye heavenly host, praise God, Father, Son and Holy Ghost.ô  
2. This part addressed Christ as redeemer 5,9, 12-13  with its references to the 
Lamb as the only one worthy to open the seals óbecause you were slain and with 
your blood you purchased men for God.ô Christ as the lamb of God is what  we 
reflect upon in the óAgnus Deiô prayer during the breaking of bread, or just after in 
our Common Worship service of Holy Communion Order 1. In Revelation the 
Lamb becomes a symbol of the risen Christ as the one who takes away the sin 
of the world - sin occasioned through  the disobedience of Adam and  the fall of 
mankind (Genesis 3) - and who now reigns with power and authority as His work 
of redemption is completed.     
 
As Christ takes the 7 seals the unveiling or the revelation properly begins - so 
His action in heaven determines the events on earth. (In Roman law wills or oth-
er legal documents had to be sealed by 7 witnesses and only one duly author-
ised could break the seal.) Christ, who by his sacrifice had triumphed, was able 
to open the sealed scrolls. The first 5 seals are opened and then on the opening 
of the sixth there was a great earthquake and a loud universal cry was made for 
all to be saved from the wrath to come: 6.15-17.  
Here I would like to clarify in this context the word ówrathô. Wrath means more 
than anger, but, as my commentary in NIV bible edited for Revelation by F.F 
Bruce, states that wrath is a retribution: a response of Holy God to persistent and 
impenitent wickedness. To avoid such wrath a seal or mark was to be put on the 
foreheads of  the servants of God numbered as 144,000. This number is based 
on the 12 tribes of Israel times 12 and then multiplied by 1000 i.e. a large  
number.  
The Jehovah Witnesses maintain 
that it is an actual, finite number, 
14.1, however it is symbolic and rep-
resents all followers of Christ, the 
true óIsrael of Godô. In fact, one of the 
titles of the church is the New Israel.  
This is confirmed in the triumph of 
the martyrs óa great multitude that no 
one could count.ô 14.9. 
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Services at  Camplehaye Residential Home 

 

Join us at Camplehaye for 
 

Harvest Praise 
Friday 29 September 

 
 

The Service begins at 2.15pm 
 

Visitors are most welcome 

 Now we come to the breaking of the 7thseal ówhen there was silence in heaven 
for half an hourô 8.1,6-19: a time as all heaven awaits the final act of divine 
judgement, preceded by the blowing of 7 trumpets. The first 4 trumpets an-
nounce plagues more deadly than the plagues of Egypt (Exodus 7-10), the last 3 
announce calamities, the 3 woes of verse 13. The last trumpet is followed by the 
proclamation  
óthat the kingdom of the world has become kingdom of our Lord and his Christ 

and he will reign for ever and everô 11:15 
Divine judgment and reward have been present in the earlier stages of Johnôs 
visions, but they reach their climax at the 7thtrumpet; this is to be elaborated     
however by the judgements in the vision of the 7 bowls pouring out Godôs wrath  
óYes Lord God Almighty, true and just are your judgementsô 16.7  In chapter 17 

we have a reference to the óscarlet womanô, namely Rome built on 7 hills, which 
is followed by the fall of Babylon. Babylon is synonymous with the pagan world 
i.e. the Roman empire. Then in chapter 19.7 Hallelujah - heaven rejoices as the 
ówedding of the Lamb has come and his bride (the church) has made herself 
ready.ô  Next  John ósaw an angel coming down  out of heaven, binding the devil 

for a thousand yearsô 20.1-2 

Then finally the climax of the reward for those who had not worshipped the beast 
nor his image, and had received the mark was the vision of the new Jerusalem óI 
saw the Holy City the new Jerusalem coming down from Godô 21.2.  
I will attempt to expand on this in my next and final article on the book of  
Revelation. 

Ian Silcox 

Tavistock and District Christian 
Aid Group 
 

the grand total for the Christian Aid week in May was Ã2361. 79  
Thank you to all contributors  
Ian Silcox 
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The Vicarage, The Parade, Milton Abbot, Tavistock, Devon. Pl19 0NZ 
Tel: 01822 870298; Email revandymiltonabbot@gmail.com 

 
Dear Friends, 
As I am becoming increasingly aware, for famers who live and work with 
in our parishes harvest time is probably the busiest and most stressful 
time of the year. 
We too in our churches have a harvest time. For us the Harvest is not 
one of crops, but of people.  For our harvest we hope to gather people 
towards Jesus Christ, to make disciples of people, to grow in prayer and 
to serve the people of Devon with joy.  However, as all farmers know, for 
a harvest you need labourers. 

 

The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord 
of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. (Matt 9.37) 

 

This is the difficulty we are facing at one of our Churches in Sydenham 
Damerel.  After some 36 years of devoted service, Ian Dingle the Church-
warden has retired.  Sadly, there is also no church committee.  Here I am 
faced with the problem which Jesus knew all too well, the harvest is  
plentiful but the labourers are few. 
One day in June our retired postman of the parish, Jim Crockford and I, 
hand delivered 102 letters to the households of Sydenham Damerel, in-
viting them to a meeting on the 18th July to discuss the future of their 
church in Sydenham Damerel.   
Of the 20 people who attended, 16 of them lived within the parish.   
During the meeting, we discussed the three options which are available 
to us: 
 1. Do you want to keep your parish church open as a regular place 
 of worship? 

 

 2. Do you want your church to remain open purely for Baptisms, 
 Weddings and Funerals? Plus, Christmas, Easter and  
 Harvest Festivals? 

 

 3. Would you prefer to see your church closed? 

 

At the end of the meeting we discussed that for option 1 and 2 to become 
a reality we would need a Churchwarden and a church committee to be 
formed.  I am afraid to say that at the end of the meeting there were no 
volunteers to become Churchwarden and only 1 person volunteered to 
be a new member of the church committee. 
Whenever there is talk of ñWhat does the future hold for our churchò, 
there will always be people who think that there is a hidden agenda, that 
the óChurchô want to close St Marys in Sydenham Damerel.  Nothing 
could be further from the truth.  However, it must be recognised by the 
community that if they want to keep their church, people from their  
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All Saints Dunterton 
 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 3 September, 10.00am 

 

Followed by bring and share lunch and opportunity to climb the tower 
and view the Tamar Valley. 

community need to come forward to take ownership of the buildings  
within their community. 
One outcome of our meeting was the suggestion that during August I 
should again hand deliver a letter to all 102 households in Sydenham 
Damerel.  In this letter, I will be asking the community which of the three 
options above they would like to see happen.  Also, I will be asking again 
if anyone would consider becoming Churchwarden and become a  
member of the church committee. 
We have a fantastic opportunity to remould the life of St Maryôs church. If 
I close my eyes and dare to dream, I can see a church at Sydenham 
Damerel with running water, toilets and a kitchen.  A caf® running weekly 
and a useable space for various groups to meet in the church.  Once 
again, the church being the centre of the community.  For this to happen 
we need to be really sure that this is what the community really wants 
and needs. 

 Heavenly Father, thank You for Your guidance.  
Help us all not to get ahead of you plans,  

and help us all to know when to stop and listen for Your direction.  
Your ways are perfect, Lord.  

Thank You for offering gentle grace.  
In Jesusô Name, Amen. 

 
Yours in Christ 
Fr. Andy 

Forthcoming Services at All Saints 
Dunterton 

5 Nov 10.00am Matins, BCP  Remembrance and All Saints 
25 Dec 9.30am HC, BCP   Christmas Communion 
 
Dunterton News.  
Extensive work has taken place at All Saints to repoint the window 
reveals. Four windows have been completed the work having been 
undertaken by Adrian Lane. 
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BIBLE READINGS (Year A) 

Please use the readings published in the Parish Magazine and your own bibles. 

DATE 
1ST 

READING 
2ND READING GOSPEL 

Sunday 6th August 
 
The 

Transfiguration 
(White) 

Daniel 
7.9,10,13,14 

2 Peter 
1.16-19 

Luke 
9.28-36 

Sunday 13th 
August 

 
Trinity 9 
(Green) 

1 Kings 
19.9-18 

Romans 
10.5-15 

Matthew 
14.22-33 

Sunday 20th 
August 

 
Trinity 10 
(Green) 

Isaiah 
56.1, 6-8 

Romans 
11.1-2a, 29-32 

Matthew 
15.(10-20)  
21-28 

Sunday 20th 
August 

Theale Service 
 

Trinity 10 
(Green) 

2 Kings 
4.1-37 

Acts 
16.1-15 

John 
6.51-58 

Sunday 27th 
August 

 
Trinity 11 
(Green) 

Isaiah 
51.1-6 

Romans 
12.1-8 

Matthew 
16.13-20 

 

The readings are ended with óThis is the Word of the Lordô (used during services of HC) 
or, during other services óHere ends the lesson (or 1st reading or 2nd reading)ô. 
The response is óThanks be to Godô. 
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BIBLE READINGS (Year A) continued 

DATE 
1ST 

READING 
2ND READING GOSPEL 

Sunday 3rd 
September 

 
Trinity 12 
(Green) 

Jeremiah 
15.15-21 

Romans 
12.9-21 

Matthew 
16.21-28 

Sunday 10th 
September 

 
Trinity 13 
(Green) 

Ezekiel 
33.7-11 

Romans 
13.8-14 

Matthew 
18.15-20 

Sunday 17th 
September 

 
Trinity 14 
(Green 

Genesis 
50.15-21 

Romans 
14.1-12 

Matthew 
18.21-35 

Sunday 24th 
September 

 
Trinity 15 
(Green 

Jonah 
3.10 - 4.11 

Philippians 
1.21-30 

Matthew 
20.1-16 

Harvest Festival Services in the Benefice 
 
 10 September 11.00am Milton Abbot 

1 October 6.30pm Lamerton 

8 October 6.00pm Coryton 

15 October 9.30am Marystowe 
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A CHILDõS FOOTSTEPS 
  TO FAITH 

Building Bridges 
 

Once upon a time, there were two brothers. Their father had a large 
farm and when he became too old to work, he called his sons to him. 
"I am too old to work anymore," he said. "I will divide my farm in half 
and give each of you one half. I know that you will always work 
together and will be good friends." 
 
When the brothers first started farming on their adjoining farms, 
they were the best of friends and would share everything together. 
Then, one day there was an argument between the two brothers and 
they stopped speaking to one another. For many years, not a word 
was spoken between them. 
 
One day, one of the brothers was at his house when a carpenter 
came to his door and said, òI would like to do some work. Do you have 
any work that I can do?ó The brother thought for a moment and then 
replied, òI would like for you to build a fence on my property. Build it 
down near the stream there that separates my farm from my 
brotherõs. I donõt want to see my brother anymore and I would like 
for you to build a high fence there please. Iõm going into town and Iõll 
be back this evening. 
 
When he came back that evening, he 
was shocked to see that the 
carpenter had not followed his 
instructions. Instead of building a 
high fence there, he had built a 
bridge over the stream. The man 
walked down to take a look at the 
bridge, and as he did, his brother 
walked toward him from the other 
side. His brother said, òAfter all the 
terrible things Iõve done to you over 
the years, I can't believe that you would build a bridge and welcome 
me back.ó He reached out to his brother and gave him a big hug. 
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The brother then walked back up to his farmhouse to talk to the 
carpenter. òCan you stay?ó he asked. òI have more work for you to 
do.ó The carpenter answered, òIõm sorry but I canõt stay. I have to 
go, for I have many other bridges to build.ó 
 
Sometimes you and I have a disagreement with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. When that happens, we often build a fence 
between ourselves and them. We stop talking to them. We don't 
want to see them. We don't want to be around them. That isn't what 
Jesus wants us to do. Instead of fences, he wants us to build a 
bridge of love between us. 
 
Dear Father, we know it is your desire for us to live together in 
peace and harmony. Help us to love one another. Amen. 
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St. Peterôs Lamerton 
 
We have now started to fund raise for the repair of 
the Reredos in St. Peter's. 

 

Our first event was providing cream teas at the  
Duck Race. Our team led by Linda raised Ã172 - 
many thanks to you all. 
 

Our Pimms Evening which was intended to be at Court Farm House had 
to be relocated at short notice because of the very bad weather. Barbara 
came to the rescue by inviting us all into her house. Thank you Barbara 
and your helpers. There was lots of lovely food for us and a welcome 
Ã204 for the church. 
 
We were extremely lucky to 
have had such glorious 
weather for our tractor and 
BBQ evening at Theale. 
Fourteen tractors were 
available to drive and many 
of our visitors tried them all. 
Driver of the evening must 
go to Joab - he never left the 
little Workhorse tractor! 
It was a great team effort 
both with setting up and packing away at the end - many thanks to you all 
who helped and provided food. I think particular thanks go to Sue and 
Bruce for expertly operating the BBQ. We were able to give Ã550 to St. 
Peters. 

 

Following the very successful Songs of Praise at Theale last year we 
will be holding another this year on 20th August with a bring and share 
supper afterwards - please join us. It will be a UB service at 6.30pm. 

 

Lamerton Harvest Festival Songs of Praise will be on Sunday 1st  
October at 6.30pm. 

 

The next 'not to be missed' event is the Lamerton Tractor Day and 
Country Fair on 17th September. We will again be supporting St. Peter's 
as well as Bliss, Devon Air Ambulance and Cystic Fibrosis. 
And then on 20th October we are holding a Quiz Night in the Village 
Hall with fiendish questions being put to us by Dave and Margaret.  

Do join us for lots of fun. 
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A Story on the Theme of Truthfulness 
 

The Boy Who Cried Wolf 
 

A shepherd boy tended his masterõs sheep near a dark forest not far from 
the village. Soon he found life in the pasture very dull. All he could do to 
amuse himself was to talk to his dog or play on his shepherdõs pipe. 
 

One day as he sat watching the sheep and the quiet forest, and thinking 
what he would do should he see a wolf, he thought of a plan to amuse 
himself. 
 

His master had told him to call for 
help should a wolf attack the flock, 
and the villagers would drive it 
away. So now, though he had not 
seen anything that even looked like 
a wolf, he ran toward the village 
shouting at the top of his voice, 
òWolf! Wolf!ó 
 

As he expected, the villagers who heard the cry dropped their work and ran 
in great excitement to the pasture. But when they got there they found 
the boy doubled up with laughter at the trick he had played on them. 
 

A few days later the shepherd boy again shouted, òWolf! Wolf!ó Again the 
villagers ran to help him, only to be laughed at again. 
 

Then one evening as the sun was setting behind the forest and the shadows 
were creeping out over the pasture, a wolf really did spring from the 
underbrush and fall upon the sheep. 
 

In terror the boy ran toward the village shouting òWolf! Wolf!ó But though 
the villagers heard the cry, they did not run to help him as they had before. 
òHe cannot fool us again,ó they said. 
 

The wolf killed a great many of the boyõs sheep and then slipped away into 
the forest. 
 

Liars are not believed, even when they speak the truth. 

Lamerton Bellringers 
 

The Lamerton Bellringersõ outing to N Devon and  
Exmoor will be on 
 

Saturday 9th September 2017 
 
We will leave Lamerton at 8.15 am 
For bookings and details please ôphone William Dawe 612202 
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