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RECTOR:  Rev Andrew Atkins     01822 870298 
   The Vicarage, The Parade, Milton Abbot PL19 0NZ;  
   Email: revandymiltonabbot@gmail.com  
CHURCHWARDENS 
Lamerton:  Mike Jefferies      614178 
   Ian Minshull      810027 
 

Milton Abbot:  Liz Padmore      870642 
   Sandra Dunbar       870218  
    

Dunterton:  Arthur Vigars      870244 
 

Sydenham Damerel: Ian Dingle, Portington Farm, Sydenham Damerel 870364  
    

Marystowe:  Barbara Dawe     (01566) 784797  

   Deborah Asbridge     860378 
 
Coryton:  Sylvia Andrews      820805 
    
PCC SECRETARIES 
Lamerton:   Barbara Meikle     617229 
Sydenham Damerel:  (Barbara Meikle)    617229 
Milton Abbot + Dunterton: Liz Padmore     870642 
Marystowe:   Guy Talbot     860314 
Coryton:   Josie Whitfield     860189 
 
 

CHURCH TREASURERS 
Lamerton:  Mike Jefferies  Church Avenue House, Lamerton 614178 
Sydenham Damerel: Ian Dingle Portington Farm, Sydenham Damerel 870364 
Milton Abbot:  Gerald Napier      870285 
Dunterton:  Gerald Napier  Glebe House, Dunterton  870285 
Marystowe:  Guy Talbot      860314 
Coryton:  Peter Newman     (01566) 783202 
 
 

UNITED BENEFICE APPOINTMENTS 
Safeguarding Officer   Julie Hibbert    618221 
Safeguarding Representatives Deborah Asbridge   860378 
     Rosie Culverhouse   870567 
     Josie Whitfield    860189 
Vicarôs Assigned Administrator Guy Talbot    860314 
 
 

MAGAZINE 
Editor:   Julie Hibbert Penticton, Chollacott Lane, Tavistock 618221 
     PL19 9DD  julie.hibbert3@btinternet.com    
Advertisements: Mike Jefferies Church Avenue House,   614178 
     Lamerton , PL19 8RN 
     E-mail: mike.jefferies5@btinternet.com 
 
CHURCH WEB SITE www.southtamar.church  Email vicar@southtamar.church 
 

PARISH COUNCILS  Chairman        Tel. Clerk                  Tel. 

Lamerton:   John Edgar        618512     Ann Cole  810213 
Milton Abbot group parish:  Peter Hough   Emma James 07742557982 
Sydenham Damerel:      Tracy Windemer     870568     
    Denise Head        870450 
 
 
 
 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

Lamerton C of E Head Teacher: Melody Nicholls       Tel. 613561 
Milton Abbot  Head Teacher:  Chris Luxford       Tel. 870273 
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Diary Dates  

March 2017 

3 MESSY CHURCH, St Peterôs Church, Lamerton, 3.30 - 5.30pm 

4 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

4 LAMERTON COFFEE MORNING, Lamerton Community Centre, 10.30 - 12.00 

7 LAMERTON BINGO, Lamerton Community Centre, 8.00pm 

8 LENT COURSE, Greenhill Bungalow, Lamerton, 7.30 - 9.30pm 

9 MADAGASCAR TALK, Priestôs Room, Lamerton, 7.30pm 

11 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

13 MILTON ABBOT BINGO, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

14 MAGAZINE DEADLINE for April edition 

15 LENT COURSE, Greenhill Bungalow, Lamerton, 7.30 - 9.30pm 

18 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

18 LAMERTON COFFEE MORNING, Lamerton Community Centre, 10.30 - 12.00 

21 LAMERTON BINGO, Lamerton Community Centre, 8.00pm 

22 LENT COURSE, Greenhill Bungalow, Lamerton, 7.30 - 9.30pm 

25 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

29 LENT COURSE, Greenhill Bungalow, Lamerton, 7.30 - 9.30pm 

April 2017 

1 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

1 LAMERTON COFFEE MORNING, Lamerton Community Centre, 10.30 - 12.00 

2 DUNTERTON HC SERVICE AND BEE TALK, Dunteron church, 10.00am 

4 LAMERTON BINGO, Lamerton Community Centre, 8.00pm 

March church services are on the back cover;  
Bible Readings are on page 8  

For services in the Lifton Benefice, see page 20 

PARISH MAGAZINE SCHEDULING 
The magazine will now be issued every two months i.e. April+May, June+July,  
August+September, October+November, December+January. The magazine 
will have extra pages, as necessary, and contributors will have to remember to  
submit in time to cover two months. 

 

See safeguarding notice - inside back cover! 
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The letters of  John and Jude 
 

Although the three letters of John are addressed to specific 
churches in it is not known where these were located, nor does  
the writer  identify himself.  He obviously was a person in au-
thority and status in the early church as he writes expecting that his teaching will 
be accepted and followed. He claims to have first hand experience of the minis-
try of Christ.  
ñwe proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you may also have 
fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and His Son Jesus 
Christ. We write this to make our joy completeñ  1.3-4 of Johnôs first letter 

 
The letters have close similarities with Johnôs Gospel and thus are considered to 
have been written by John the Apostle,  brother of James. The overall theme of 
the letters is to guard against false teaching. 
In his first letter John is in opposition to false teaching and clearly claims that 
Christ was a real human being and that believers should ówalk in the Light of 
Godô not deceiving themselves by saying that they have no sin and must love 
not only God but each other: 
 ñ if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the  truth is not  in us. But 
if we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness ñ 1.8-9  
and also incidentally one of the optional  penitential sentences at the beginning 
of  the 1662 prayer book services of morning and evening prayer states: 
  ñthe message we heard from the very beginning is this: we must love one  

another ñ  3.11  
The second letter of just 13 verses states that it is written by the óelder ñto the 
dear lady and to her childrenò verse 1, which probably means  a local church 
and its members. The brief message is also an appeal to love one another and 
warns against false teachers. 
The third letter is also from óthe elderô to a church leader named Gaius who is 
praised because of his help to fellow Christians and for providing a warning 
against a man named Diotrephes. Both the second and third letters conclude 
with the writer hoping to see and talk personally to them soon. 
The letter of Jude  is also  brief. He identifies himself ñ a servant of Jesus Christ 
and brother of Jamesò. The writer is obviously not Judas Iscariot  nor it seems 
Jude the Apostle, but one of the óbrothersô of Christ listed in Matthew 13: 55 
and Mark 6.3. and who, like his brothers James, Joseph and Simon, were not 
believers until after the resurrection of Christ. The central theme of Judeôs letter 
is the danger posed by false teaching in general and specifically that Christians 
are free to do anything they please by following ñthese men, grumblers and fault 
finders, who follow  their own evil desiresò verse 16 
It is interesting to note that all four letters warn against false teaching, which 
equally applies now as it did in the early church. 

Ian Silcox  Reader 
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 Geoffrey Willetts    
14th April 1924 ï 23rd December 2016 

 
A memorial service for Geoff Willetts was held at 
Milton Abbot church on 27th January. The service 
was a true celebration of Geoffôs life and was at-
tended by the parishioners of Milton Abbot Bene-
fice and representatives from his many, lifelong 
activities as teacher at Tavistock College, Probus 
member, gardening club member and lay Reader.  
The Reverend Andy Atkins gave an inspired and 
highly appropriate eulogy and reading. We all en-
joyed singing some of Geoffôs favourite hymns, 

despite to a different tune - but probably of a lower, more manageable 
key! Geoff had suggested the hymns to Peter whilst at the care home 
and Peter played to him there.  
The service was completed with refreshments in the village hall. Geoff 
did like his cake and ójammy dodgersô. 
As editor, I am missing Geoff and his contributions as Tiglath and the  
Rural Pulpit; also Digger - but am grateful to Ian Silcox and Doug who 
have stepped in. 
 
Here is another tribute to Geoff: 
óI first met Geoff when I was church warden at St Peterôs, Lamerton, 
when Geoff joined Rev Greg Stantonôs ministry team. Over the years a 
great friendship grew, so much so it was a great pleasure to have and 
Geoff and Juliesô presence at our daughterôs wedding. 
I used to visit Geoff at his bungalow where we would talk about garden-
ing amongst other things and he would show me his greenhouse and  
beloved garden shed, which contained his model railway. 
I was very fortunate to be with Geoff when Bishop Robert and Rev. Andy 
came to visit him at Abbotsfield. He was extremely delighted to think he 
had taken time out of his busy schedule. God bless Geoff - a great friend 
and true gentleman. 

Jim Crockford 

From the Psalmsé.. 
 

óI lift up my eyes to the hills -  
from where will my help come?  

 
My help comes from the LORD 
who made heaven and earth.ô   

Psalm 121:1 - 2 
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The Rectory, Lifton 01566 784228 

Dear Friends,                                                                         

IN A QUIET PLACE é 
 

This February it is eleven years since Sheila and I spent a week on the 
Sinai Peninsula yet we still treasure many special recollections of that 
week. Those recollections range from the ópainfulô (have you ever ridden 
a camel?), to the óawe-inspiringô (the grandeur, the vastness and the des-
olation of the desert). From the óhumblingô (the 1,500 unbroken years of 
Christian worship and service at the monastery of St.Catherine on Mount 
Sinai), to a sense of óbelongingô (there was fellowship by spending the 
week with some good friends). Finally, but perhaps most significantly the 
whole experience was truly óinspiringôé 
 

We found great inspiration in the sheer 
silence of the desert. On more than one 
occasion, as we were being led through 
the desert by our guide, an Egyptian 
Christian named Mosat (translated as 
Moses!), we were encouraged to stop 
and to be completely still. The deafening 
silence of the desert was incredible é  
 

That experience of the silence of the 
desert has proved itself to be one of the 
most refreshing experiences I have ever 
known. It has reminded me of the need 
and the value of stillness and quiet ï precious commodities in our society, 
and I have become more clearly aware that whatever I might endeavour 
to do, there is no better preparation than first committing it to God in  
silence, in stillness and in prayer. 
 

We are about to enter into the season of Lent ï a journey of six weeks 
that will bring us to the greatest of all destinations - the Festival of Easter. 
The season of Lent enables us to remember the forty days when Jesus 
was out in the desert where he found his Father in the silence of that 
place. Jesus went there to be strengthened and to commit to God his 
coming ministry. On Good Friday another kind of silence will be  
remembered ï the silence of the grave; when Jesus was dead. But in the 
silence and stillness of his tomb new life was gestate, the victory of East-
er was born in the silence of the tomb! 
 

We are constantly being bombarded with noise; our attention is  
incessantly demanded by a noisesome and often intrusive media, by the  
clamour of unrest, and terror, by the demands of an impatient society and 
by expectations made on us by others. For some people, silence and  
 

The vast stillness of the desert 
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stillness may be both unfamiliar and frightening ï but this need not be 
so! Real silence need not be loneliness; stillness need not be inactivity;  
rather these can be experiences that will remind us of the closeness of 
a loving God and perhaps just possibly create a chance for us to hear 
his voice and to realise his guidance, so that we may be better able to 
cope with all the commotion of modern living. 
 

I encourage you to make a deliberate time to be quiet at some point 
every day, even if only for a few minutes, not only during Lent, but al-
ways é and see the difference it makesé 
 

 
With every good wish for Lent 
and for Easter when it comes.       

Lamerton Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
Priestôs Room, Lamerton 
Tuesday 4th April 7.30pm 

All parishioners are welcome to attend 

  

Donôt forget! 
 

The Passion Play  
 

Bedford Square, Tavistock 
on  

Good Friday, 14th April at 11am. 
 
Do come and support this special event and join in 

with the crowd scenes. 
All welcome 

 
For more information and to join in, contact Annie Jefferies 01822 614178 

Lent Course 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 1st March. 

 

Rev Andy is delivering a Lent course consisting of 5 sessions, held at 
Greenhill Bungalow, Lamerton. 
The first begins on Wednesday 8th March, 7.30 - 9.30pm and every  
following Wednesday. This year it is based upon óThe Kingôs Speechô. 

Do come along! 

 

For more information, see page 9 
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BIBLE READINGS (Year A) 

Please use the readings published in the Parish Magazine and your own bibles. 

DATE 
1ST 

READING 
2ND READING GOSPEL 

Wednesday 
1st March 

 
Ash Wednesday 
(Purple) 

Joel 
2:1 - 2 
12 - 17 

2 Corinthians 
5:20b - 6.10 

Matthew 
6:1 - 6,  
16 - 21 

Sunday  
5th March 

 
1st Sunday of Lent 

(Purple) 

Genesis 
2:15 - 17, 
3:1 - 7 

Romans 
5:12 - 19 

Matthew 
4:1 - 11 

Sunday  
12th March 

 
2nd Sunday of 
Lent 
(Purple) 

Genesis 
12:1 - 4a 

Romans 
4:1 - 5, 
13 - 17 

Matthew 
17:1 - 9 

Sunday  
19th March 

 
3rd Sunday of Lent 

(Purple) 

Exodus 
17:1 - 7 

Romans 
5:1 - 11 

John 
4:5 - 42 

Sunday  
26th March 

 
Mothering Sunday 

(Purple) 

Exodus 
2:1 - 10 

2 Corinthians 
1:3 - 7 

Luke 
2:33 - 35 

 

The readings are ended with óThis is the Word of the Lordô (used during services of HC) 
or, during other services óHere ends the lesson (or 1st reading or 2nd reading)ô. 
The response is óThanks be to Godô. 
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A CHILDõS FOOTSTEPS 
  TO FAITH 

 

The Thirst Quencher 
 
Many of you probably play some kind of sports. If so, you know that 
when you are exercising, it is very important to take in plenty of 
liquids. The question is, what kind of liquids should you drink? 
Ordinary water, of course, is a good choice, but when you go to the 
store, the shelves are full of all kinds of sports drinks, energy 
drinks, and flavoured water. It is hard to know what is best. 
 

The advertisement for one popular brand of sports drink says, "It's 
better than water, juice, or any other drink. It gives your body what 
it is thirsty for! It gets you going and keeps you going." 
 

Wow! They have me convinced, but one thing I have noticed -- in all 
of the claims made, not once have they ever claimed that if you drink 
their product, you would never be thirsty again. If somebody had a 
drink that would do that, they would really have something, wouldn't 
they? Well, Jesus claimed to have that very thing! 
 

One day Jesus was walking 
through a town in Samaria. 
He was hot and tired so he 
sat down beside a well to 
rest. A woman came to the 
well to get some water and 
Jesus asked her if she 
would give him a drink. The 
woman was surprised that 
Jesus spoke to her because 
Jews would not usually 
speak to Samaritans. She 
said to him, "Why do you 
ask me for a drink since 
you are a Jew and I am a Samaritan?" 
 

Jesus answered and said, "If you knew who was asking you for a 
drink, you would ask him for a drink and he would give you living 
water." 
 

The woman replied, "You don't even have anything to get water in, 
how can you give me living water?" 
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The Samaritan Woman 
 

Help the Samaritan woman find the way to the well. 

Then Jesus said, "Whoever drinks from the water from this well will 
be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never 
thirst again." 
 

Wow! Water that would satisfy your thirst so that you would never 
be thirsty again! Jesus wasn't talking about our thirst for water 
from a well, he was talking about our thirst for God. The Bible 
teaches us that we have a thirst in our heart for the living God -- and 
that is a thirst that only Jesus can satisfy. So when we have Jesus in 
our heart, he satisfies our thirst for God and we will never thirst 
again! Jesus is life! Drink it up! 
 

Dear Lord, you have given us Jesus, the Living Water. May we drink 
of that Living Water so that we will never thirst again. Amen. 



 12 

 

 
An Evening for Julie Gale 

 
Milton Abbot Players are organising a supper show to celebrate 
the memory of Julie Gale. All proceeds will go towards the Mil-
ton Abbot Village Hall door fund. There will be a  
delicious meal followed by an entertaining show. We are all 
looking forward to an evening of shared memories, fun and lots 
of laughter. 
 

Saturday 8th April, 7.30pm 
Milton Abbot Village Hall 

 
Tickets Ã10 to include food and entertainment  

(bring your own drinks) 
80 tickets only are available ð  

so book early to avoid disappointment  
 
To book, call 01822 612451 
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Special visitor leading service at Marystowe Church. 
 
The Very Reverend Dr Christopher Hardwick, the vicar of 
Tavistock church, will be joining us at Marystowe Church on  

 

Sunday 19th March, 9.30am 

 

 to lead morning Prayer and preach.  Please do come along to  
support Marystowe church and make Christopher feel welcome. 
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