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RECTOR:  Rev Andrew Atkins     01822 870298 
   The Vicarage, The Parade, Milton Abbot PL19 0NZ;  
   Email: revandymiltonabbot@gmail.com  
CHURCHWARDENS 
Lamerton:  Mike Jefferies      614178 
   Ian Minshull      810027 
 

Milton Abbot:  Rosie Culverhouse      870567 
   Sandra Dunbar       870218  
    

Dunterton:  Arthur Vigars      870244 
 

Sydenham Damerel: Ian Dingle, Portington Farm, Sydenham Damerel 870364  
    

Marystowe:  Barbara Dawe     (01566) 784797  

   Deborah Asbridge     860378 
 
Coryton:  Sylvia Andrews      820805 
    
PCC SECRETARIES 
Lamerton:   Barbara Meikle     617229 
Sydenham Damerel:  (Barbara Meikle)    617229 
Milton Abbot + Dunterton: Liz Padmore     870642 
Marystowe:   Guy Talbot     860314 
Coryton:   Josie Whitfield     860189 
 
 

CHURCH TREASURERS 
Lamerton:  Mike Jefferies  Church Avenue House, Lamerton 614178 
Sydenham Damerel: Ian Dingle Portington Farm, Sydenham Damerel 870364 
Milton Abbot:  Gerald Napier      870285 
Dunterton:  Gerald Napier  Glebe House, Dunterton  870285 
Marystowe:  Guy Talbot      860314 
Coryton:  Peter Newman     (01566) 783202 
 
 

UNITED BENEFICE APPOINTMENTS 
Safeguarding Officer   Julie Hibbert    618221 
Safeguarding Representatives Deborah Asbridge   860378 
     Rosie Culverhouse   870567 
     Josie Whitfield    860189 
Vicarôs Assigned Administrator Guy Talbot    860314 
 
 

MAGAZINE 
Editor:   Julie Hibbert Penticton, Chollacott Lane, Tavistock 618221 
     PL19 9DD  julie.hibbert3@btinternet.com    
Advertisements: Mike Jefferies Church Avenue House,   614178 
     Lamerton , PL19 8RN 
     E-mail: mike.jefferies5@btinternet.com 
 
CHURCH WEB SITE www.southtamar.church  Email vicar@southtamar.church 
 

PARISH COUNCILS  Chairman        Tel. Clerk                  Tel. 

Lamerton:   John Edgar        618512     Ann Cole  810213 
Milton Abbot group parish:  Peter Hough   Emma James 07742557982 
Sydenham Damerel:      Tracy Windemer     870568     
    Denise Head        870450 
 
 
 
 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

Lamerton C of E Head Teacher: Melody Nicholls       Tel. 613561 
Milton Abbot  Head Teacher:  Chris Luxford       Tel. 870273 
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Diary Dates  

December 2016 

2 MESSY CHURCH, St Peterôs Church, Lamerton, 3.30 - 5.30pm 

2 ADVENT CAROLS, Collacombe Barton, 7.00pm 

2 CHRISTMAS SCHOOL BINGO,  Lamerton Community Centre, 7.00pm 

3 CHRISTMAS FAYRE, Lamerton Community Centre, 11.00 - 2.30pm 

3 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

8 CAMPLEHAYE CAROL SERVICE, Camplehaye residential home, 2.15pm 

10 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

10 LAMERTON COFFEE MORNING, Lamerton Community Centre, 10.30 - 12.00 

12 MILTON ABBOT BINGO, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

13 LAMERTON BINGO, Lamerton Community Centre, 8.00pm 

17 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

31 MILTON ABBOT COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 in aid Dunterton church 

January 2017 

6 MESSY CHURCH, St Peterôs Church, Lamerton, 3.30 - 5.30pm 

7 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

7 LAMERTON COFFEE MORNING, Lamerton Community Centre, 10.30 - 12.00 

9 MILTON ABBOT BINGO, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

10 LAMERTON BINGO, Lamerton Community Centre, 8.00pm 

14 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

17 MAGAZINE DEADLINE,  for February edition 

21 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

21 LAMERTON COFFEE MORNING, Lamerton Community Centre, 10.30 - 12.00 

24 LAMERTON BINGO, Lamerton Community Centre, 8.00pm 

28 MILTON ABBOT VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00 

31 PCC MEETING, Priestôs Room, Lamerton, 7.30pm 

December and January church services are on the back cover;  
Bible Readings are on page 8  

For services in the Lifton Benefice, see page 20 
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A Journey through the Bible with Tiglath 
Tiglath (Geoff Willetts) is unable to contribute to the magazine any more 
as he is too ill. He asked me to thank you all for your readership over the 
years and wishes you all a Happy Christmas. We will miss your  
contributions Geoff. Thank you for all your hard work over the years.                                                         
Ed.                                                             
 

THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 

 

It is believed that the song dates from the 
16th century and was used for children to learn the 
catechism during the religious wars. Each of the 
days had a hidden religious meaning. Thank you 
to Thelma for sharing this with us. 

 
 

On the first day of Christmas; A Partridge in a Pear Tree. 
Jesus is the partridge in the nest. Partridge mothers are very protective.  

 

On the second day of Christmas; Two Turtle Doves. 
The Old and New Testaments.  

 

On the third day of Christmas; Three French Hens. 
Faith, hope and love or the three gifts of the Wise Men.  

 

On the fourth day of Christmas; Four Calling Birds. 
Four Gospels that call people to Christ.   

 

On the fifth day of Christmas; Five Golden Rings. 
The Torah i.e. the first five books of the Bible.   

 

On the sixth day of Christmas; Six Geese a Laying. 
The six days of creation.  

 

On the seventh day of Christmas; Seven Swans a Swimming. 
7 gifts of the Holy Spirit ï Teaching, prophesies, service, giving, leading, 

compassion and exhortation.   

 

On the eighth day of Christmas; Eight Maids a Milking. 
The eight Beatitudes preached by Jesus ï Blessed are the meek etc.   

 

On the ninth day of Christmas; Nine Ladies Dancing. 
The nine fruits of the Spirit; love, joy, peace, patience, kindness etc..  

 

On the tenth day of Christmas; Ten Lords a Leaping.  
The Ten Commandments. 

 

On the eleventh day of Christmas; Eleven Pipers Piping. 
The eleven apostles who remained loyal to Jesus. 

 

On the twelfth day of Christmas; 12 Drummers Drumming.  
The Apostles Creed. 
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The Letter of James 

 

The New Testament mentions 4 individuals named James and it is 
probable that this letter was written by the brother of Christ and 
leader of the council of Jerusalem: Acts 15.13 and referred to by 
Paul as one of the ópillarsô of the Church in his letter to the Galatians 2.9. It is 
addressed to the twelve tribes scattered among the nations, and presumed to 
be written in the early 1st century for Jewish converts who met in synagogues. 
There are 3 main themes in this letter : 

 

1. Concern expressed that his readers are not coping with their difficulties and 
trials in a Christian way by failing to rejoice through their lack of maturity in their 
faith  
2.They are criticised for their loose tongues: 3.1 -12 by grumbling against each 
other with slander and quarrelling  
3. The need to demonstrate their faith by good works i.e. action/deeds. James 
emphasises that to show their faith is genuine it must be demonstrated in their 
everyday life. 
Initially this may seem contrary to Paulôs assertion that a person is justified, i.e. 
put right with God (Romans 3.28) by faith. Paul teaches that works have no 
place in the initial acceptance with God, but James follows this up by maintain-
ing in effect that works are the subsequent evidence of a justifying faith: 
What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith, but has no deeds can 
such a faith save him? Suppose a brother and sister is without clothes and food 
and one of you says to them óGo, I wish you well, keep warm and well fedô, but 
does nothing about their physical needs; what good is that? In the same way 
faith by itself not accompanied by action is dead: 2.14-17    
The letter concludes (5.13-20) with instructions concerning, worship, prayer and 
confession e.g. if any of you is happy sing songs of praise If anyone is sick call 
on the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oiléé 
Jamesô letter is pastorally  important in explaining the relevance of works/deeds 
in the Christian life that although scripture affirms that God  will reward those 
who perform  good works/deeds (see John 5.28) motivation is what is needed in 
that works are to be done for the glorification God rather for earning praise 
from other people! 
ólet your light shine before people that they may see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heavenô (Matthew 4.16)                                         Ian Silcox 

A Prayer  for Christmas  
In the power of the Spirit and in unity with Christ we pray to the Father 
As we come again to celebrate with joy the nativity and coming into 

our world of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
We thank you Father for that glorious song of old that came upon the 

midnight clear.  
We pray that the message of the angels singing with their harps of gold of peace 
on the earth and goodwill to all will soon become a reality in our troubled world.  
A time when the prince of peace will reign and all peoples on earth will be filled 

with that song of peace and goodwill.    Amen 
Adapted by Ian Silcox from the carol óIt came upon the midnight clearô 
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The Rectory, Lifton 01566 784228   
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Jesus is for ever!  Not just for Christmas. 
 

As December comes around each year I enjoy being enthralled by 
the Christmas story and its message of Godôs loving presence 
among us ï all in some way or another made real by the 
Christingle services, Nativity plays, my favourite carols and the 
midnight Communion; as well as through the Scriptural story and 
by time spent with family and friends, exchanging gifts and savour-
ing that goodwill which goes so much deeper than any of the com-
mercial activity in a society, that by the New Year, has forgotten 
Christmas in order to make way for óCreme Eggsô! 
 

For me and for Christian people all over the world Christmas is 
quite simply the celebration of the birth of Godôs Son ï our Saviour 
Jesus Christ born that we might live in him for ever. Every year the 
celebration is fresh and vibrant because Jesus is still alive ï he is 
for ever, not just for Christmas! Jesus can become alive in the 
heart of any person at any time of the year and once we know he is 
with us (Emmanuel) he influences our whole lives, our attitudes, 
our work, our relationships, our thinking ï growing with us as we 
grow in life and in faith, always relevant, always present, always 
making a positive difference to who and what we are! Those who 
know Jesus understand this truth for themselves ï but those who 
are of the opinion that the birth of Jesus is only an event of the 
past, something that took place hundreds of years ago in  
Bethlehem, are denying the ability of the living Jesus to make con-
tact with each new generation.  
It is the joy and the responsibility of all believing Christian people to 
make their faith obvious and to clearly share their understanding of 
Jesus with those among whom they live ï for Christian people 
have the most precious gift to give to loved ones and the wider 
world; the gift of Jesus who is ever new, not just at Christmas, but 
in every New Year - and always. 
 

With every good wish and blessing this Christmas, 
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St. Peterôs Lamerton 
 
We had our cheque presentation from the Tractor 
Day at the Copper Penny on Saturday 12th. Lots 
of our helpers joined us for a very enjoyable even-
ing. After the cheques were presented we found 
time for Bar Snacks, Beer and Skittles!! 
 

This year we were able to give a lit-
tle more to our charities. Ã1000 went 
to each of our four main charities - 
366 Derriford Cancer Appeal, Mye-
loma UK, Brain Tumour Research 
Campaign and St. Peter's Church. 
Also we were able to give to the Ex-
plorer Scouts a cheque for Ã450 in 
recognition of the sterling work they 
do for the show. Cheques of Ã50 
were given to the Donkey Park at St. 
Anne's Chapel and to the animal res-
cue centre at Gables Farm. 
 
Many thanks to Mike - probably mostly to Annie - for organising his ??
0th birthday party. Not in need of any more golf clubs he instead had a 
collection in aid of St. Peter's which raised almost Ã500. It was noted 
that there was a very noisy table - thankfully in the far corner.  
 
We had two well attended Remembrance Services. Andy led the service 
for our school children who placed their crosses very neatly in front of 
the memorial. Our Sunday service was led by Mark and Angela - many 
thanks to you both. The collection of Ã180 from the service went to Le-
gion funds. 
 
Please note that we have had to put back by an hour our Advent Carols 
at Collacombe Barton. We have Messy Church that afternoon, so that to 
give our helpers there chance to clear up we need to begin our carols at  

7.00pm 
We look forward to seeing many of you at our services during the 
Christmas season. Your church wardens - Mike and Ian - wish you a 
joyful and peaceful Christmas and thank you for all your support 
throughout the year. 

Presentation evening at the  
Copper Penny 
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BIBLE READINGS (Year C) 

Please use the readings published in the Parish Magazine and your own bibles. 

DATE 
1ST 

READING 
2ND READING GOSPEL 

Sunday 4th 
December 

 
2nd Sunday 
of Advent 
(Purple) 

Isaiah 
11.1 - 10 

Romans 
15.4 - 13 

Matthew 
3.1 - 12 

Sunday 11th 
December 

 
3rd Sunday 
of Advent 
(Purple) 

Isaiah 
35.1 - 10 

James 
5.7 - 10 

Matthew 
11.2 - 11 

Sunday 18th 
December 

 
4th Sunday 
of Advent 
(Purple) 

Isaiah 
7.10 - 16 

Romans 
1.1 - 7 

Matthew 
1.18 - 25 

Saturday 
24th December 

 
Christmas Eve 
(Gold/white) 

Isaiah 
52.7 - 10 

Hebrews 
1.1 - 4(5-12) 

John 
1.1 - 14 

Sunday 
25th December 

 
Christmas Day 
(Gold/white) 

 

Isaiah 
52.7 - 10 

Hebrews 
1.1 - 4(5-12) 

John 
1.1 - 14 

 

The readings are ended with óThis is the Word of the Lordô (used during services of HC) 
or, during other services óHere ends the lesson (or 1st reading or 2nd reading)ô. 
The response is óThanks be to Godô. 
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Our New Church Web Site 
 
Details of services and events can be found on the website: 

 
 

http:\\www.southtamar.church 

BIBLE READINGS (Year C) continued 

DATE 
1ST 

READING 
2ND READING GOSPEL 

Sunday 1st 
January 

 
Naming and 
circumcision of 

Jesus 
(White) 

Numbers 
6.22 - end 

Galatians 
4.4 - 7 

Luke 
2.15 - 21 

Sunday 8th 
January 

 
Epiphany 
(White) 

Isaiah 
60.1 - 6 

Ephesians 
3.1 - 12 

Matthew 
2.1 - 12 

Sunday 15th 
January 

 
2nd Sunday of 
Epiphany 
(White) 

Isaiah 
49.1 - 7 

1 Corinthians 
1.1 - 9 

John 
1.29 - 42 

Sunday 22nd 
January 

 
3rd Sunday of 
Epiphany 
(White) 

Isaiah 
9.1 - 4 

1 Corinthians 
1.10 - 18 

Matthew 
4.12 - 23 

Sunday 
29th January 

 
Presentation of 
Christ at Temple
(Gold/white) 

 

Malachi 
3.1 - 5 

Hebrews 
2.14 - end 

Luke 
2.22 - 40 
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A CHILDõS FOOTSTEPS 
  TO FAITH 

Joy to the World 
 
Just look at the calendar! There is just a little time left before 
Christmas. Do you have all of your Christmas shopping done? I hope 
so, because the stores are really beginning to get crowded. 
 

A few days ago, I had a few last-minute things that I needed to buy 
to finish up my Christmas shopping, so I got in my car and headed for 
the shops. That was a big mistake! The car park was full and I drove 
around for what seemed like an hour looking for somewhere to park. I 
was beginning to get a little bit short-tempered when I finally found 
a place to park. I went inside and the people were elbow to elbow. 
Why did I ever decide to come here so near to Christmas? 
 

After pushing and shoving my way through the crowd, I finally found 
the items I needed and headed to the checkout. You guessed it! The 
checkout line was a mile long! If there is one thing that I hate more 
than just about anything, it is waiting! I thought about leaving, but I 
really needed these items, so I stood there in line--fussing and 
fuming about how slowly the line was moving.  
 

Suddenly, I heard a sound that I had not even noticed a few minutes 
earlier. I heard the sound of music coming over the shop's speaker 
system. "Joy to the World, the Lord is come. Let earth receive her 
King!" Suddenly, I felt ashamed of the way I had been acting. This is 
the Christmas season. This is when we celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
Jesus came to earth so that we 
might have a life filled with joy-
-and here I was acting like an 
old Scrooge. 
 

Sometimes I will hear someone 
say, "I can't wait until 
Christmas!" Well, the truth is, 
we can wait. In fact, we must 
wait. The question is, how will 
we wait? Will we wait in grumpy 
silence, or will we  




