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PARISH of COBHAM with LUDDESDOWNE and DODE
Priest-in-Charge — The Rev’d Canon Alyson Davie

Phone no. 01474-812068 email:- alyson@stjohnsmeopham.co.uk

(Rest Day: Friday)

Associate Priest — The Rev’d Pam Davies

For Wedding, Baptism and Funeral enquiries and all other enquiries please
contact Pam.

The Vicarage, Battle Street, Cobham, Kent. DA12 3DB

Phone no 01474-394515 email:- rev.pamdavies@sky.com (NB new number)
(Current work days are Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday)
Pastoral assistant- Janet Weaver, 36 Highview, Vigo Village, DAI3 ORR
(01732) 823936

Church Safeguarding Officer - Hilary Savage - (01634) 723027
Church Office Phone no. 01474 813495

Church Officers of St. Mary Magdalene, Cobham

Lay Chair Hilary Savage
Churchwarden Hilary Savage (01634) 723027
PCC Secretary Ron Chamberlain (01474) 814250
Treasurer Jeffrey Julie-Rusz 07946 249021
Deanery Synod Hilary Savage

Church Officers St Peter and St. Paul, Luddesdowne
Lay Chair Sue Campbell

Treasurer Janet Weaver (01732) 823936
Parochial Church Council Members

Cobham Luddesdowne

Peter Balanck Diana Bampton

Ron Chamberlain Jill Beety

David Palmer Sue Campbell

Lynn Ruddock Janet Weaver

SUBMISSIONS Cobham and Luddesdowne News is a community
magazine produced by and for the residents of Cobham, Sole Street and
Luddesdowne.
Please send material for inclusion by the 15th of the month
preceding publication to editorialcln@gmail.com

Cover photograph Adrian Whiteing (Horses in field behind the
Cobham war memorial at Lodge Lane )

Printed by Wested Logistics Limited 01474 361615
sales@westedpress.com
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A letter from the Vicar, Rev’d Pam Davies

Dear Friends,

October is often a lovely month in my mind; the oft quoted season of “mists
and mellow fruitfulness” but Autumn is coming early it seems this year. Oc-
tober brings with it many changes: Any last vestiges of Summer finally give
way to Autumn; the trees start to darken as they approach their final drop;
and the shops truly gear up for Christmas.

There are times in your life when change is inevitable, like when you have
children. The importance of establishing a routine and some structure is
quickly adopted. Mealtimes and nap times are sacred. Children thrive in a
routine and when things change, when anything changes, they are quick to let
you know they don’t like it.

The same is often true for us, as adults. We don’t like change either. We like
things to be familiar and predictable. We like to know what to expect when
we wake up each morning. But life is constantly changing. Children grow up,
new grey hairs emerge every time we look in the mirror. We move house,
change jobs, relationships end, and new ones start. All while our society
changes its values

When such changes enter our life, it's overwhelming, confusing, even terrify-
ing. We can go to bed at night to one reality and wake up to a completely
different life. Change can make us feel lost and abandoned, like we’ve been
tossed overboard in the midst of a storm. We're left reeling, trying to grab a
hold of anything we can find that’s strong and stable. We’re tempted to run
from change, as though we could ever escape it.

As we all encounter major changes in our individual lives, and as the world
around us continues to change, we need a place to find hope. We need
somewhere to stand when we wake up to news that a loved one has passed
away, or our job is in jeopardy. The truth is, there is one thing that never
changes, the one thing that stays the same: our unchanging God.

The Bible tells us that God never changes. “For | the LORD do not change;
therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed” (Malachi 3:6). There
is no transition, inconsistency, or change in this God. The same God who
created this earth is the same one who met Moses on Mount Sinai. The same
God who forgave David for his adultery is the one who crushed his own Son
when Christ became sin at the cross for us.


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%203.6

Yesterday, today, and forever he is the God who is “gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good to all, and
his mercy is over all that he has made” (Psalm 145:8-9).

Because God never changes, his word never changes. All that he has said
about himself remains true forever. Everything he has told us about why and
how the world came to be, about what’s wrong with the world, and about
what he has done to save the world will never change. No matter what any-
one may say, no matter who denies or defies God’s word, it remains firmly
fixed. “Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens” (Psalm
119:89). “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away” (Matthew 24:35).

And because his word never changes, his promises for us remain true:

For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39)

And | am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:6)

Fear not, for | am with you; be not dismayed, for | am your God; | will
strengthen you, | will help you, | will uphold you with my righteous right
hand. (Isaiah 41:10)

The unchanging nature of God and his unchangeable word are real things on
which we can stake our life. It is a rock big enough and strong enough for us
to build a house on it, and an anchor big enough and strong enough to hold
our souls in the midst of life’s waves and storms.

Because of these truths, when everything in life seems flipped upside down,
we can say with the psalmist, “God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives
way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its
waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling

” (Psalm 46:1-3).

Things will continue to change — in the world around us and in our lives.
Some of those changes will feel like a tiny ripple, and others feel like a ten-
foot wave. But no matter what changes we face, we need not fear. We need
not hide. We need not despair. Our rock and anchor is our unchanging
God, whose character and promises remain fixed forever.

Hope to see you this Autumn.

Very best wishes, Rev Pam
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COBHAM AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the original advertised production
covering CADS 100 years will now be unable to go ahead. Instead,
there will be two

entertaining one act plays for your enjoyment.

The production dates will be 21%,22",23™ November at 8pm at the
Meadow Room Cobham.

Further information regarding Box Office opening date and plays
content will be advised asap.

THE TUESDAY POP-IN

Meetings are held at the Leather Bottle on the second
Tuesday of the month from 10.30 till 12 noon; all are
welcome to join us for a relaxed chat and coffee.

Next pop-in Tuesday 8th October.

CONTACT: MARY PALMER - 01474 816788 \ﬂn
&

Luddesdown & District Rights of Way Group.

We are a small friendly group that usually walks from The Cock Inn, Henley
Street, Luddesdown, Gravesend DA13 0XB, at | lam on Wednesdays. We
walk at a gentle pace for some 90 minutes in beautiful countryside. Occa-
sionally we lead weekend walks.

With four Socials a year in Luddesdown Village Hall and a twice yearly
Newsletter, we would be delighted if you joined us for a walk or two.
Becoming a member costs £7 per person a year.

Please contact Walks Co-ordinator Janet Ferguson, preferably by

email janetferguson@hotmail.fr . lan Sheridan, Acting Chairman,

07951 927 517



mailto:janetferguson@hotmail.fr

Andrew Brown has kindly provided the photograph, above, of a very
interesting looking building and explains that it is a wildlife tower-.
There are six of them dotted around. This one is next to the new vine
block looking towards Cobhambury Road, right up on the hill, clearly
visible from Warren Road as you turn left out of Cobhambury.

It's part of the continuing the biodiversity enhancement on the
Silverhand Estate. The Silverhand Conservation Team will be monitor-
ing them on the lookout for bats, owls, kestrels bees, etc. making them
their home.

Exciting stuff! You can watch them being built on Instagram.
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INSPIRING WOMEN INSPIRING WOMEN

SOLE STREET WOMEN'’S INSTITUTE

For “WI Week of River Action” on Friday 20 September members joined
in the Federation’s Citizen Science Drive in partnership with FreshWater
Watch (FWW) by testing the condition of the water of the River Darent
at Horton Kirby. The testing is easy to carry out with the kit provided and
to upload the results to contribute to FWW’s national report. We then
enjoyed a riverside walk before enjoying a hearty lunch at The Lion in
Farningham.

Our September speaker Jane Scotchmer is a gardener, traveller and pho-
tographer whose illustrated talk entitled “How Artists and Designers lead
us up the Garden Path” is a play on words about garden design. The path
is a fundamental feature of many gardens, tempting us to linger and enjoy
a focal point before leading us on to explore further, referencing the gar-
den designs in perspective, proportion and vanishing points as well as the
colour palette for many artists down the ages e.g. Monet, Cezanne, Re-
noir.

Members brought home grown produce and other donations which cele-
brated the harvest season and were raffled off as prizes.

Our October meeting will again take place at The Railway Inn at 2pm on
Tuesday 22 October when the speaker will be Mr Brian Nobbs with a talk
entitled “Food for the Birds - Eat In or Take Away”. Visitors and prospec-
tive new members will receive a very warm and friendly welcome. For
further information on this and all our activities including craft sessions,
weekly walking group etc. please contact our President, Yvonne telephone
01474 813455 Molly Isaacs




Advertisement

Complete W Law

Complete Family Law Ltd is a modern and
innovative law firm based in north Kent. We can
offer appointments at our offices, via remote
methods including Zoom or telephone, with home
visits also available.

With our friendly team of expert Solicitors
and Legal Executives,
Complete Family Law can assist with:

- Divorce
*Wills and Probate

*Financial Applications

* Children Issues and Applications
*Disputes between unmarried couples
*Family Law Act Applications (Injunctions)
- Disputes within the wider family
‘Lasting Powers of Attorney

0330 223 2016 (Brasted & Cobham)
0330 223 2018 (Otford)

info@completefamilylawltd.co.uk
www.completefamilylawltd.co.uk

I ) =
%" Family

Law Advanced
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COBHAM & LUDDESDOWN Wi
At our meeting on 4th September, we were delighted to welcome our
speaker, Sylvia Fletcher, who gave a talk entitled ‘Head First’. Sylvia, who
lives in Meopham, has been making hats for seventy years, and worked for
James Lock, the royal milliners and inventors of the bowler hat, where she
started a ladies’ department. We were shown photos of her work on vari-
ous heads, including royals Kate, Camilla, Diana and Princess Anne, togeth-
er with catwalk collections for Stella McCartney. After the talk, our mem-
bers were invited to try on hats, selected by Sylvia to suit their faces and
hairstyles and we now have a fine selection of photos to add to our album.
Sylvia read us an amusing anecdote from her beautifully illustrated book,
‘Head First’, which was on sale at the meeting; the proceeds from which
were to be donated to the Riding for the Disabled charity, together with
her speaker’s fee.

Kaye Wren brought along her beautifully embroidered WI emblems, which
will form part of our new centennial banner, and which were much ad-
mired by our ladies. Kaye and other ladies from our Craft Group have in-
vested hours of their time on this project and we are extremely grateful to
them for what will be a magnificent banner to add to our collection.

Our meeting on Wednesday 2nd October will be preceded by our annual
fundraising Ploughman’s Lunch. In the afternoon, our ladies will be using
their crafting skills to make a Christmas Card. We are all looking forward
to our Autumn Art and Craft Show on Wednesday 6th November, when
our members will be entering the work that they have completed over the
year.

| hope you
enjoy colouring
the autumn
leaves and the
happy little
mice!

Love and licks
Paddy




Oakwood Garden Care

Your reliable gardening service

Does your garden need some TLC? Would you like to sit back and enjoy
your garden without having to do all the hard work?

Your garden is precisely that, “yours” .

We listen to our customers and tailor each project to their individual
needs and requirements. We are a small, family run business who pride
ourselves on offering a high quality garden service - whether you need us
for a one-off job, or would like to book us for a regular maintenance
program? The choice is yours.

Competitive rates with prices starting from as little as £20 per hour.
All work undertaken including:
And much more - no job is considered too small

For a free quote, please call 07709 328 979

We are available week days, weekends and even Bank Holidays

Email: oakwoodgardencare@gmail.com www.oakwoodgardencare.co.uk
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Prestige Property Maintenance
Old fashioned standards of customer service and a
high quality craftsman finish to all work undertaken

¢ Repairs and renovations, internal and external

¢ Painting, decorating and tiling

¢ Shelving and cuphoards made to measure

¢ Furniture and fitted kitchen repairs and restorations
*  Gardening, fencing, paths and patios

No job too small - References available on request

Contact Kevin by telephone or email to arrange a visit to discuss your requirements

Telephone: 07765 405641 Email: prestigemaintenance@outlook.com

—_-—_—_—1

THE MEADOW ROOM
COBHAM
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Hire rates start at £36.50 for a
session

Contact us or visit the website for
full details

Discount for parish residents

For bookings, call
07460242304
Or email

bookings@meadowroom.org.uk

www.meadowroom.org.uk
Registered Charity No 228007

"It's either an appeal to youth culture
or we can't afford to service the boiler
for the Winter season"
| L] | L] | L] |
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Lewis Solomon g

1

Funeral Service S

The oldest independently owned and family run
funeral directors in Gravesend and surrounding towns

Especially for the first time, any time of the day or night vou can talk to us
We will attend to evervthing, we can provide for all of vour requirements
We have a private chapel of rest and can provide a fleet of Hearses and
Limousines to compliment a dignified occasion

19 DARNLEY ROAD, GRAVESEND, KENT, DA11 ORZ

24 howr personal service
parking available on site O 1 474 3 5 22 6 1

bespake funeral plans
Email: officefcilewissolomon.co.uk
www.lewissolomon.co.uk

®
GULLANDS

SOLICITORS

Agricultural and Farming Law Commercial Property
Farm Sales and Purchases Construction Law
Conveyancing Landlord and Tenant
Divorce and Family Dispute Resolution
Employment Law Company and Commercial Law
Wills, Estates and Tax Planning Health & Safety Prosecutions
Accident Claims Business Defence
’ Medical Negligence Licensing
Criminal Law Notarial Services

Road Traffic Offences  jnfo@gullands.com www.gullands.com

Whitehall Place | 47 The Terrace | Gravesend | Kent | DA12 2DL | 01474 887688
16 Mill Street | Maidstone | Kent | MEIS5 6XT | 01622 689700
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Luddesdowne’s Register

Burial of ashes

Brain John WINDSOR (known as Win) died on the 18" April 2024 at the
age of 90 years old. On the 9" August 2024 Brian’s ashes were buried, in
with his wife Marjorie, in the Garden of Remembrance in Luddesdowne’s
churchyard. The service was conducted by Lesley GOULD Licensed Read-
er from St Mary’s Gravesend.

Our condolences and prayers go to Brian’s (Win’s) sons Andrew and Philip
and their families.

Funeral Service

Peter GRIFFITHS was born on the 25% January 1932 and died on the 10"
July 2024 at the age of 92 years old. Peter’s funeral service took place at
Luddesdowne Church on the 20" August 2024 followed by burial in the
churchyard, in with his wife Catherine Ann (known to many as Ann). The
service was conducted by The Rev’d Pam DAVIES

Our condolences and prayers go to Peter’s sons Martin, Stephen and Tim
and their families.

Wedding
James (Jamie) Mackay IRVING and Georgina Mary BAGSHAWE were mar-

ried in Luddesdowne church on the 31* August 2024. The service was
conducted by our Priest in Charge The Rev’d Canon Alyson DAVIE.
Congratulations to James and Georgina.

1
1
1 1
iIn July, Luddesdowne lost Peter Griffiths, 92, some 36 years after he |
I moved into Henley Street with his family. A retired Thames River Pilot, '
! Peter was laid to rest in Luddesdowne churchyard with Ann, his wife of |
I'sixty years, in August. '
1 He leaves three sons and six grandchildren, along with many happy !
' memories for all that knew and loved him. !

1

1



CAPABLE

— CLEANERS —

Professional Domestic Cleaning
Services

Are you a busy mum?
Working long hours?
Just need extra help?
Give us a call for reliable
DBS checked staff and

fully insured service!
07545 455742
sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk

www.capablecleaners.co.uk

British O
Acupuncture
Council Member

LUDDESDOWN
VILLAGE HALL

The hire charges are as follows:
from £40 per session (please visit

our website for full details)
Concessions for
parishioners
and members of
LUDDESDOWN SOCIETY
For bookings and enquiries please
contact:
Colin Dickens 01474 814155 or

email lvhbooking@gmail.com



mailto:lvhbooking@gmail.com

Sunday Afternoon Club at the
St John’s Centre, Meopham
September- December 2024

3.00pm on Sunday Afternoons: Songs and Stories,
Prayers and Games, Activities and Food!
For Children up to agel2 and their adults.

8 September: Sharing 13 October: Four
God’s blessings at fishermen, the first

harvest time disciples

L s

10 November: 8 December:
Making sacrifices Following the star to
(4.00pm start) Bethlehem

CALN=BRIGHT

Fo“owT‘te Star

For further information contact Jill on 01474
813632 orJanon 01732 823753

THURSDAY FELLOWSHIP.
Our meeting in October is at the St John's Centre on 17
at 2.00.p.m.
A week earlier than usual.
Our speaker is a member,
Mrs Maureen Arrowsmith and the Title is
'Exploring Precious Stones.’

Maureen has a long interest in and knowledge of,
precious stones and jewels.
Do come and share her enthusiasm and maybe learn a little
more about an item that you have.
Always Tea and cake afterwards!
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Meopham Library Writing Group meets again on Thursday 3™
October from 10am until noon and the following meetings will be on 7%
November, 5" December and 2™ January 2025.

Each month there is a different writing theme, which can be used as a start-
ing point for a poem, short story or an article. There is also a writing chal-
lenge, which involves trying to include seven or eight key words, chosen by
group members, in short sentences, using as few words as possible.
Creative writing is a very enjoyable activity, which can also be used to rec-
ord special family memories and it can be therapeutic for people who have
been bereaved, or who are facing difficult times. If you are interested in
writing short stories, poetry or articles, you are warmly invited to join our
small, friendly group. Beginners and more experienced writers are equally
welcome to come to meetings.

Please ring 01474 813379 for more information, or just turn up at
Meopham Library on 3™ October.

I1** SOUTH STREET BOYS BRIGADE and GIRLS ASSOCIATION
COMPANY
The 1** South Street Company meets every Friday evening during term
time 6pm-7.30pm at South Street Baptist Church, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, DAI13 0Q](next to Hope Hill). Half Term will be on 1** Novem-
ber. Boys and girls aged 5-18 years old are invited to join us for team
games, art, craft, cooking, nature activities and Bible stories. The weekly
subscription is £2 and there are opportunities for kayaking, canoeing and
stand-up paddle boarding at the Boys Brigade Water Activities Centre in
Tonbridge as well as summer camps at the Honey Hill Boys Brigade
Campsite in Maidstone. Please visit: www.BOYS-BRIGADE.org.uk for
more information about the Boys Brigade organisation.
SOUTH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday morning services all
begin at 10.45am and finish at about midday. The monthly Family Service is
on Sunday 27" October. All are welcome.
SONG TIME meets every Monday morning 9.45am-1 lam during term
time for families with babies and toddlers. There are lots of different toys,
craft activities, musical instruments, singing and refreshments. Family admis-
sion is £1. Half Term is on Monday 28" October.
The next FAMILY GAMES AFTERNOON is on Saturday 19" Octo-
ber 2pm-4pm for all ages with table tennis, pool, curling, indoor archery,
lots of different board games and refreshments. Admission is free and
everyone is welcome to join us.
Please visit www.southstreetbaptist.org.uk or ring 01474 815039 or
01474 813379 for more information about all the activities at South Street
Baptist Church.

16
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The Friends of Cobham Church present

Are you ready for a night of trivia and fun? Join
us for our quiz night back by popular demand!
Tickets are £10 per person (or £80 for a whole

table) which includes our famous cheese sharing

board. Bring your own drinks.

Tickets on sale now at Cobham Community Stores
Contact Hate 07941018897 for more info

FOCC raise funds to maintain the fabric of the
village church. Registered charity No 280467
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Cobham, Luddesdowne and Sole Street

Church Services during October

~7

N A /o
P

Sunday 6" October

-

10:30am  Holy Communion, Luddesdowne

Sunday 13" October

10:30am  Holy Communion (BCP), Cobham

Sunday 20" October

10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne

4pm Flame, Cobham

Sunday 27%" October

10:30am Memorial and Thanksgiving Service,
Cobham

Midweek services in Sole Street

At The Railway Inn, in the Restaurant area.

9:30am 2" Holy Communion

Informal Morning Prayer

9t 16, 23" and 30*" October
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St John’s Meopham with St Mildred’s Nurstead
Church Services October 2024

Wed’s 2™ Oct

Sunday 6™ Oct
Wed’s 9th Oct

Sunday 13" Oct

Wed’s 16% Oct

Sunday 20" Oct.

Wed’s 23 Oct

Sunday 27 Oct

Wed’s 30% Oct

[0am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

9.45am Morning Worship & Baptism at St John’s
I 1.30am Holy Communion at St Mildred’s

[0am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

9.45am Holy Communion at St John’s

I 1.30am Mattins at St Mildred’s

3.00pm Sunday Afternoon Club at St John’s

[0am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

9.45am Morning Worship at St John’s Church
I'l.15am Churches Prayer Meeting at St John’s Centre
3.30pm Memorial & Thanksgiving Service at St John’s

[0am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

9.45am Holy Communion at St John’s
I 1.30am Family Service at St Mildred’s

10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre
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TWO WOMEN &

THE DOORS
Rising

Thursda 10th October 2024

St Mary Magdalene Church Cobham Kent
7pm for 7:30 start
Tickets £21.50 in advance, £26.50 on the door
Book on www.twowomenevents.com or come to Cobham Stores
Fully Licensed Bar (cash only)

CHIROPODIST

HOME VISITING SERVICE

FOOT CARE AND ADVICE

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

HCPC registered chiropodist/podiatrist with over 20
years’ experience

Anna Mapp MSSCh MBChA
01474 812494 or 07977 465452
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/l '\)) HEDGE & FENCING

SPECIALIST

© ALL HEDGES AND SHRUBS TRIMMED, REDUCED AND REMOVED
& STUMP GRINDING SERVICE

© ALL STYLES OF FENCING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

© SLEEPERS AND DECKING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

& ALL STYLES OF GATES SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

TREE STUMP
MHL) REMOVAL
SERVICES

O FULLY INSURED
O REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER

© FREE ESTIMATES Q
CALL MATTHEW ON: OREMAIL #

07796 41 6607 mhlgurden.care@yuhoo.co.uk

OR 01732 822467
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A new level
of home care

GP led bespoke care

We get the basics right with the Right
People, the Right Care at the Right Time. Some of our « Companionship
services Include; Leisure activities
Our staff are trained to the highest standard : .
; 3 « Assistance with o IO D ok
to enable them to provide a wide range of personal care
tasks within the home, to ensure you feel « Live-in 24hr care

safe, comfortable and content. * Meal preparation o !
« Holistic Services

+ Shopping
We are dedicated to helping each individual . Trips to friends + Complimentary
maintain an active and independent and relatives GP Lifestyle
lifestyle by focusing on current abilities, < Admiristalion of Asst'essment.
Intenestandt nands. assistance with el
medication Prescribing

+ Overnight care
Carers
required
Get in touch
Gravesham & Dartford
50 The Grove, Gravesend, DA12 1DP
T: 01474 240909

T: 01322 537733
E: hello@vitalityhomehealth.co.uk

“Vitality Home Health Limited is in no
way affiliated with VitalityLife Limited or

Vitalify)

[ vitality Home Health [ @Vitality_Care

www.vitalityhomehealth.co.uk
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BELL RINGING by Peter Hartley

August and bell ringers were on the move and at Cobham we were able to
welcome three groups to ring our bells. | was happy to open up our tower,
invite the ringers to sign our visitors’ book, and talk about the history of
our village, Church and College to those interested to look around between
chances to ring.

The first group called themselves the Society of Rambling Ringers and on
their annual ringing tour they were energetically ringing 6 towers a day for 6
days. There were ringers from Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire, Oxfordshire,
Yorkshire, Staffordshire, Lancashire, Durham, Bristol and Cornwall. From
abroad was a ringer from Washington Cathedral and two from Dordrecht
in the Netherlands, one of only a handful of European churches with bells
rung in the English manner.

Next came ringers from Sheldwich and Selling in East Kent and they ar-
ranged to enjoy a day’s ringing in about four North Kent towers.

Finally we were visited by the West Anglian Guild of Ringers (WAGS).
Monthly on the third Wednesday they arrange to visit a couple of towers.
This time they rang at Meopham, had a lunch in The Ship and then rang our
bells. Most had ventured across the Dartford Crossing coming from Wal-
tham Abbey, Witham, Bentley Common, Wethersfield, Felsted, Rayleigh,
Chelmsford and Great Totham in Essex. Uniquely England has so many
ringing church towers.

Little Tudeley Church outside Tonbridge has just three chiming bells but the
remarkable treasure of the famed Chagall windows. In 1963 Sarah, daughter
of Sir Mark and Lady d’Avigdor Goldsmid, was drowned in a sailing accident
off Rye. The sorrowing parents commissioned the Russian artist Marc Cha-
gall to design a new east window for their small local church in memory of
their daughter. The new window was installed in 1967 and was so admired
that Chagall was commissioned to design windows for the rest of the
church which were installed in 1974 and 1985. At long last visiting on a glo-
rious sunny day in this country church | was bathed in the blues and yellows
of this created watery world. As | came out of the church more visitors
were arriving to dwell amidst this moving tribute to beloved Sarah.
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m and Luddesdowne churches

Invite YyOU to

MUSIC * FUN PRAISE

and chocolate biscuits
Contact Rev Pam for more details 01474 394515

IT Solutions Kent Ltd
IT Support -
CCTV - Networking

0333 050 2446

support@itsk.co.uk

COBHAM TREE
SURGERY

All aspects of work undertaken
Tall & Dangerous Trees
Hedge trimming
£5 million Public liability insurance
Most waste organically recycled

Call for a free quotation:
07789261474

Stuart@cobhamtreesurgery.co.uk

WWW.COBHAMTREESURGERY.CO.UK
KCC TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
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Cobham

Gardeners’
Society

Autumn Show
What a great show we had. The weather for this Summer has been unpredicta-
ble and changeable to say the least. But our members still pulled out all the stops
to put on a great show. It was Ploughing Match Day too, but we still had a great
number of exhibits and visitors. This year we had 231 exhibits, compared to 21 |
last year! Many thanks to everyone who visited, exhibited, donated cakes/raffle
prizes, sold cakes/raffle tickets or generally
helped. Without you there wouldn’t be a show!

These dahlias were Best In Show

Cobham Gardeners’ Society Next Events
Both at The Meadow Rooms Are-
Wednesday 9th October 2024 - 6.30pm for 7pm expert speaker talk.

The Long Border

Steve Edney’s talk focuses on the 100ft long border, at his nursery in Sandwich,
which features thousands of perennials. His talk will cover the long border
throughout the year, starting with the initial planning of the border, consideration
of plant selections and planting combinations to seasonal maintenance. Steve has
been perfecting his art for over 28 years, accolades include appointment to the

RHS Herbaceous Committee, the RHS plant trial forums, multiple RHS Gold
medal winner, plus he has appeared on tv several times including Gardeners’
World. Entry to members free, non-members welcome and pay just £3.
EXTRA TALK FOR NOVEMBER 2024
Wednesday 6th November 2024 - 6.30pm for 7pm expert speaker talk
"Silverhand Wines"

For the last 20 years or so, English wine has become more and more promi-
nent, especially in Kent and Sussex. Silverhand's tourism manager Jamie will be
taking you through the history of English wine, the land at Luddesdown, and why
it works so well for grape vines, especially sparkling wines. He will also be talking
through the other farming activities that are taking place to keep the land organic
and sustainable. Entry is free to members and non-members are welcome and pay

only £3. For more information email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk

Cont’d on page 27
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Consilio

Partnership

/V
Garden Design - gardens tailored {o ) your needs
Landscaping - fulllandscaping sefvice
Garden Maintenance - regular visits to one off tidy-ups

Consilio offer a comprehensive range of
garden services through our team of fully
quallfled & experienced profesﬁ’onals

O

4
Lé‘ﬁdscapmg Services include:
driveways-patios-fencing-decking-
water features-planting-turfing-etc.

Please contact us with your enquiry or ask a member of staff

01474 247 Q77
O3 11 381858

enq@consiliopartnership.com
www.consiliopartnership.com
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October - The autumn chill sets in

Although we had some warmer days over September, the autumn is now definitely

here for real, and it feels colder. It's a beautiful time of year, with the trees chang-

ing colour. Sometimes it may seem pointless raking, when the wind blows even

more leaves onto the lawn, but just think of all the lovely leaf mould you can make!

It's also time to start preparing for early frosts.

RHS - Top 10 jobs this month

Divide herbaceous perennials

Plant out spring cabbages
Harvest apples, pears, grapes and nuts
Prune climbing rose

VOO NOULT A WN —

Divide established rhubarb crowns to create new plants
Cut back perennials that have died down

Move tender plants and aquatic ones, into a greenhouse or conservatory

Finish collecting seeds from the garden to sow next year
Last chance to mow lawns and trim hedges in mild areas

10 Renovate old lawns or create new grass areas by laying turf

You can sign up for Membership of Cobham Gardeners at any time ...
and get savings at local garden centres straight away to help with all of those gar-
den jobs. Membership is only a modest £10 for the year — money you get back
from free entry into all Gardeners’ expert speaker talks and massive savings of up
to 50% on quality pIants at local garden centres. For further details email

Gardeners'
Society

Meetings & Shows at the Meadow Room in Dickensian Cobham, Kent

GoE A

Wednesday 9th October 2024 - 7pm
The Long Border

Steve Edney’s talk focuses on the 100ft long border, at his nursery in Sandwich,
which features thousands of perennials. His talk will cover the long border through-
out the year, starting with the initial planning of the border, consideration of plant
selections and planting combinations to seasonal maintenance. Steve has been
perfecting his art for over 28 years, accolades include appointment to the RHS
Herbaceous Committee, the RHS plant trial forums, multiple RHS Gold medal winner,
plus he has appeared on tv several times including Gardeners world.

Members free - non members £3
£ ¢

Sharing a love of gardening ... locally

Contact us cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk

Cobham
Gardeners
Society

Meetings &AShows at the Meadow Room in Dickensian Cobham, Kent
SatNav DA123BZ Registered Charity No 228007

Wednesday 6th November 2024 7pm
Silverhand Wines

For the last 20 years or so, English wine has become more and more prominent,
especially in Kent and Sussex. Silverhand's tourism manager Jamie will be taking you
through the history of English wine, the land at Luddesdown, and why it works so well
for grape vines, especially sparkling wines. He will also be talking through the other
farming activities that are taking place to keep the land organic and sustainable

bers £3

Memh

free - non

Sharing a love of gardening ... locally
Contact us cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk
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Absolute DIY Services ]()HN GREEN
All aspects of DIY covered, from DEC ()R LTD

hanging a blind to a complete

room makeover, painting / l
decorating, flooring, flat pack
assembly, no job too small, and

all at

N ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING
competitive AND DECORATING
prices. INCLUDING WALLPAPER

HANGING, PAINT
EFFECTS AND SPRAYING
Darren Lawrence wicd) (MR LA ST

Sole Street, =
07841 51 8255 f 01474 812853

Stephen P Gay MEDWAY METALS LTD
Memorials Inc.

Horlocks Buyers of all scrap

metal & car batteries

QUICK PAYMENT

<

SPECIALISTS IN MONUMENTAL 01634 297423
MASONRY
120 Old Road West
G ravesend UNIT 6 SHAMEL PARK, MEDWAY CENTRE EST.

COMMISSIONERS ROAD, STROOD

Kent, DAIIl OLR
Tel: 01474 321003

ME2 4HQ
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The Friends of Cobham Church

gratefully acknowledge that on the night of

21* September 2024 the church floodlights were
sponsored by Ray and Lynn Ellis in support of
Light Up for Mito

Every year monuments and landmarks around the world are lit up to raise
awareness about mitochondrial disease (mito). This year Light Up for Mito
fell on Saturday, 21 September-.

The Lily Foundation is working hard to raise awareness of this disease and
its links to more common diseases including dementia, Parkinson’s disease,
epilepsy and cancer. More can be found out about mitochondrial disease
and the work of the Lily Foundation at

thelilyfoundation.org.uk

S
e oW

The Local Funding Group ’24 continue to offer you a warm welcome to
the Coffee Morning presently being held at The Railway Inn, Sole Street
during the restoration of St. Mary’s Church Room at 10.30 on the second
Thursday of each month, i.e.|0" October, 14" November, 12" December

The Christmas Wreath Workshop is organised for Tuesday, 10™ De-
cember at 10.00 am — 2.30 at The Meadow Room, Cobham. Tickets are
£30 which includes all necessary mechanics, foliages and decorations.
Additional fairy lights will be available.

You would need to bring a cloth or towel to work on, a small kitchen
knife and kitchen scissors as well as your lunch.

We can only offer 24 places and already || have been reserved. To book
please contact Sue Arnott (07783 285105) or Su Rowe (07557 990944).
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All Seasons garden Maintenance

Local and reliable service
Grass and Hedge cutting, Border Maintenance, Pruning
Pressure washing,
Full public liability insurance
References available from existing customers
Contact John - Home: 01322 423063 (Based in Gravesend)

Mobile: 07951 429175 Email: boaz26@live.co.uk

APEX PEST CONTROL
Mole catching, Wasp nests, Rodents

24/7 service

Cobham
arquees

AtTENTively Yours...

Here to provide you with a fully personalised service

Catering for garden parties, corporate and sporting events
High specification - best quality equipment used

Site survey and no obligation quotation

Freephone 0800 389 8298
Office 01474 815150 Mobile 07766 681151
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- Robin

%: Hunter

Tree Surgery
Garden Design
Fencing & Gares

Tel: 07775 971380
Email: robinhunt1@ hotmail.co.uk

ce

™V ddmg hair available ort%est

i Hair extension by appoin (Tuesday only)

B/Late Evenings (Monday & Thqfsaays
£5OFF PERMS & COLOURING

o WITHTHIS ADVERT s
= =

p o

HAIR STYU"S"TS
Station Approach, Meopham, Kent -




14 December 2024
2Pm Onwards

Luddesdown Village Hall

Party Games, Buffet & Music
FREE Drink on arrival

£2 per Child Plus a visit from Santa
£5 per Adult

RSVP
dickens_90@hotmail.com

LUDDESDOWN PARISH COUNCIL

Meetings will be held at 7.30pm on Monday

18th November 2024, 20th January 2025,

Annual Parish Meeting on |17th March 2025 and the Annual Meeting on Monday
19th May 2025

All meetings will be taking place at Luddesdown Village Hall.

Cobham Parish Council Meeting dates

7.30pm on |st October at the Meadow Rooms

7.30pm on 5th November at the Meadow Rooms

7.30pm on 3rd December at the Meadow Rooms




The BI&G Knit
making miracles
Do You Enjoy Knitting or Crocheting?
Why Not Come Along To Our Annual Big Knit at Rochester Cathedral?

Everyone is Welcome So Bring a Friend or Two

You can help us by creating:

Squares: Plain coloured squares to be knitted in either white, pink, blue or grey.
Please bring them together in batches of 36 or 49 or even sewn up completely already as blankets

Square Size: 6 inch x 6 inch, size 8 needles, (cast on approx 30 stitches & knit 56 rows)
Popular Items: Baby Cardigans (0-5years), Loopie Cardigans & Blankets (All sizes)
Popular Colours: Pink, Blue, White, Cream & Grey
Thank you!

All items made or donated will be sold in our beautiful shop ‘Handmade with Love’ which is located in The Mall, Maidstone.

Please RSVP to jodie@makingmiracles.org.uk

-~

@ﬂfe SATURDAY 26" OCTOBER 2024

</TW 10AM - 1PM

AL I
e vpe.  ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL . X@ky
o ROCHESTER, KENT, ME1 1SX i, i
Fattow w2 © O

www.makingmiracles.org.uk
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Need a Plumber?

Your local plumber is

Graham Hickson

Reliable, prompt and reasonable prices

20% discount on labour with this magazine

Graham Hickson

07968 551 562 g.hickson@btinternet.com

VAT Sole Free Trader

Based I Cobham
covering all kent

~ Buitioh Witl Witews

07942999010
hiipe//www btishwillwriters.com

ADVERTISING RATES IN THE MAGAZINE
Page Size | Year 6 months | month Dimensions (mm)

Wills & Trusts
Powers o1 Attomey

Totally Confidential

Friendly and Professional
Free Consultafion

Vs page  £60 £36 £13 W65 H:90
Vapage  £105  £56 £18 W:135 H:90
Fullpage £195  £100 £34 W:135 H: 185

Con act JI n g#lvc%aéeg on 01732 823936

tinternet.com
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All Hallows Eve - or Holy Evening

Modern Halloween celebrations have their roots in pre-Christian times. In
those long-ago days, on the last night of October, the Druid priests cele-
brated the Festival of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’. They lit great bonfires
and performed magic rites to ward off the dark supernatural powers of
oncoming winter. Today, Christians turn to prayer instead of charms to
overcome the powers of darkness. And the deeper, true meaning of All
Hallows’ Eve, should not be forgotten. As Christians, we all draw closer to
Christ when we remember and give thanks for our loved ones and for oth-
ers who have gone before us through the gates of death.

All Hallows Halloween Druid Priests Festival Samhain Bonfires

Magic Dark Supernatural Powers Winter Christians Prayer

Charms Deeper True Eve Closer Christ Thanks Loved Death
Gone
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Luddesdown Society

QUIZ NIGHT

Saturday 12th October
19.30
Luddesdown Village Hall

£5 per pepson
Teams of 6 or less
Ploughmans Supper provided

Please bring your own drinks
& nibbles

RSVP by 7th October
dickens_90@hotmail.com




