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As we look forward to an early Easter there are many exciting local events
to look forward to.

A trip to the West End is being planned by Chris (p.29) Cobham Choir
will, once again, be providing musical entertainment (p.36) For those who
enjoy a more rocking genre of music, Two Women Events present CODA
(a Led Zeppelin Tribute Band) (p.27) A very special mile stone has been
reached by our wonderful Cobham Amateur Dramatic Society, it is their
100™ anniversary! (p.6 & p.17). Help is being sought ! (p.I5)can you spare
some time? Additionally, see below for details of a special pre-schooler
event!

On Mothering Sunday let’s remember that special person who was always
there for us when we needed them and, if you can, give them a big hug!
Sending Happy Easter wishes—Tina

For the past couple of years | have been able to include articles
produced by Kent Wildlife Trust volunteers, Celia Burns and
Jean Craig. | know that many of you have found them interesting
and informative. Sadly we are coming to the end of our supply of
articles and | wanted to take the opportunity to thank Celia and
Jean for the articles and their work as volunteers for the KWT.

Calling all Pre-schoolers!

Why not join Cobham's Easter trail around the
village? You can pick up info and a pack from the
shop.

The pack will contain a sheet with pictures of
different Easter bunnies, a trail map and some
Easter sweets. Your family can then follow the trail
through the village at a time that works for them
and find the corresponding bunnies in the
windows; just like a game of Bingo! i
Packs will be available from 15/3/24 to7/4/24 at a cost of £3
(Profits will go to the shop and pre-school as a donation)

Let’s go find those Bunnies!




| A letter from the Rev’d Pam Davies

| Dear friends,
1

| As most of you will know, | moved here to Cobham just over a year ago. The move for
| me was to a new area that | knew very little about. | did not know people in the area

l before arriving here and | have never stayed in the area on holiday. Church has always
| been an important part of my life and, obviously, | have also moved churches. New

1 house. New area. New job. New church. | don’t think a new start could be much more
1 dramatic!

|

| We are approaching Easter. Easter is about new starts, new life and new birth. This is

1 often symbolised with images of eggs and chicks. We give and receive Easter eggs and

: maybe cards with pictures of spring sunshine or new-born chicks. But Easter isn’t really
; about eggs or chicks. It's about Jesus!

| The real reason that we think about new life at Easter is because Jesus, who was crucified
lon that first Good Friday, rose to new life on the first Easter Sunday. This is not just a
1 wonderful story, it’s an historical fact. Jesus’ body was never found and his resurrection
| never disproved. This was despite the best efforts of the mighty Roman Empire and the
' committed and powerful Jewish leaders to destroy the early church and discredit their
! i belief. The early disciples were changed from a frightened and disillusioned group to men

1 who stood up against the authorities and eventually gave their lives for what they believed
l— for what they knew to be true — that Jesus came back to life on Easter Sunday. New life
.forjesus leading to new life in his disciples. New starts that make my recent changes
| seem trivial!
1
| The impacts of what happened that first Easter are still relevant today. When Jesus died
1and rose, he did it for us. He offers us new life, eternal life, with him; life that starts now,
! but continues beyond this life. Now that is worth celebrating!
1

| | hope you have a wonderful Easter. | hope you get to eat some Easter eggs — but not too
1 many! | hope you enjoy a break from work and some quality time with family and friends.
| But more than all of this, | hope you spend some time thinking about the real meaning of
! Easter, Jesus’ resurrection. | hope you spend some time thinking about the possibilities of
1a new life for yourself, starting now and continuing into eternity.

I

' It would be wonderful to see you and your family at any of our Easter Services and to join

1 us in declaring ‘Jesus is alive and death has been conquered! *
1

I Happy Easter.

1
1
1 Your friend,

: Rev Pam
1 Associate Minister
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Luddesdowne’s Register

Funeral Service

Gerald Nigel Lemoine MINISTER (known as Gerry) was born on the 3™
March 1948 and died on the 22" December 2023 aged 75 years old. Ger-
ry’s funeral took place on the 19" January 2024 in Luddesdowne church
followed by Thames View Crematorium. The services were conducted by
our Priest-in-Charge The Rev'd Canon Alyson DAVIE. Our condolences
and prayers go to Gerry’s son Philip, daughter Wendy, their family and
friends.

Other Funeral Service

Geoffrey EVEREST was born on the 8" June 1947 and died on the 10 Jan-
uary 2024 aged 76 years old. Geoff's funeral took place on the 31* January
2024 in St Barnabas Church, Istead Rise, followed by Thames View Crema-
torium. The services were conducted by the Rev’d Simeon NEVELL.

Our condolences and prayers go to Geoff’s wife Pat, sons Johnathan and
Anthony, their family and friends.

Geoff had been a Lay Reader at Cobham and Luddesdowne churches be-
fore becoming a Lay Reader at Istead Rise.

Luddesdown Parish Council

Residents are naturally curious about any changes within the village. If you
have questions regarding the development of Vineyard Farms, and it’s im-
plications for the village please note that Luddesdown Parish Council is
engaging with their team regularly and updates will be provided on the
Parish Council website with contact details listed for direct enquiries.

Did you know we have a Rural Beat Officer for Gravesham called Jo Ham-
mond who you may see around the village? Her recent report into rural
crime in the area is available on the PC website. Jo holds a monthly pop in
meeting in the St Johns Centre in Meopham. The next meeting is on 8
March 2024 12-2pm.

Luddesdown Parish Council next meeting: Monday |8 March 2024
7.30pm at Luddesdown Village Hall




COBHAM AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY
CENTENUARY YEAR

\ / o\
Cads was formed in 1924 and has been prominent in Z

the village ever since. In the early years before WWII
and the widespread ownership of radios it was the
principle form of theatrical entertainment for the
village.

L o) fa

To mark this occasion. a script is currently in progress to tell the fasci-
nating story of 100 years of trials and tribulations of an amateur dra-
matic society

To help to tell this story we are looking for new members and are open-
ing our doors to everyone whether on stage or helping backstage they
are both important parts of a dramatic group

If you would like to be part of this production, the performances will run
from 21st, 22rd, 23rd November and rehearsals will start around August/
September meeting twice a week on a Monday and Thursday.

To join or for any further information. please contact
roger.hodge@sky.com

('S 099
Looking forward to meeting you. ‘lco

Luddesdown & District Rights of Way Group.

We are a small friendly group that usually walks from The Cock Inn, Henley
Street, Luddesdown, Gravesend DA13 0XB, at | lam on Wednesdays. We
walk at a gentle pace for some 90 minutes in beautiful countryside. Occa-
sionally we lead weekend walks.

With four Socials a year in Luddesdown Village Hall and a twice yearly
Newsletter, we would be delighted if you joined us for a walk or two.
Becoming a member costs £7 per person a year.

Please contact Walks Co-ordinator Janet Ferguson, preferably by

email janetferguson@hotmail.fr .
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INSPIRING WOMEN INSPIRING WOMEN

SOLE STREET WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

Sole Street Women’s Institute enters its Rub Anniversarplthis year.
Forty {]ears of in{sk/iring women from our multi-tasking St Mary’s

Church Room ! What a magnificent co-incidence then that it is also the
year that will see the renovation of this much loved Tin Tabernacle and
pillar of our community !

Our programmed speaker in February had to be replaced and the Api-
ary Manager of Gravesend Bee Keepers kindly volunteered to explain
her role and also about the non-native Asian Hornet, its effects on our
environment and bee keeping. This voracious hornet is a killer of our
natural ;:ollinators and two nests were discovered locally last year. (See

page 32

Our speaker for Tuesday 26 March is 1aque|ine Aviolet whose presen-
tation is intriguingly entitled “I'm A Tulip, What Are You?” As this will
be our last sc%wedgured meeting in our existing premises we shall cele-
brate future renovation with Anniversary cake and Prosecco - a toast
to the future!

For our outir&g on Tuesday 2nd April we are proposing a visit to Great
Comp then, due to early Easter weekend and holidays the anniversary
lunch will take place on Thursday 2 May with our Ruby (Murray) curry
afternoon or evening, depending on popularity.

Thereafter due to programme of renovation works for the SMCR, all
our general meetings will transfer to The Railway Inn public house 50
yards from the church room and be held at 2pm in the afternoon. Our
new Annual Prorglramme is fabulous - subjects from “Tanzania” to
“Walking 1000 Miles in Lockdown” then don’t forget “How Artists and
Designers Lead Us Up The Garden Path” !

We will continue to support fund raising events for SMCR with the
Local Funding Group e.g. on 6 July at the Vicarage in Cobham for
church walk then pIoug':> man’s lunch or family hike in the afternoon
followed by garden barbecue. There will also be a Strawberry Tea in
June when members will supply all the English scones etc.

Weekly walks continue every Tuesday and next craft meeting on | |
March under auspices of talented Helen in her home is about creating
decoupage on old terracotta garden pots. For further information
about this and all our activities please contact President, Yvonne,

tel 01474 813455.

Molly Isaacs
COBHAM YOUTH CLUB They run from 7.30pm to 9.30pm at
Friday I* March the Meadow Rooms, The Street,

Friday I 5% March Cobham, DAI2 3BZ.
k The youth club is intended for
young people from Year 6 to Year
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Advertisement

Complete W Law

Complete Family Law Ltd is a modern and
innovative law firm based in north Kent. We can
offer appointments at our offices, via remote
methods including Zoom or telephone, with home
visits also available.

With our friendly team of expert Solicitors
and Legal Executives,
Complete Family Law can assist with:

- Divorce
*Wills and Probate

*Financial Applications

* Children Issues and Applications
- Disputes between unmarried couples
*Family Law Act Applications (Injunctions)
- Disputes within the wider family
-Lasting Powers of Attorney

0330 223 2016 (Brasted & Cobham)
0330 223 2018 (Otford)

info@completefamilylawltd.co.uk
www.completefamilylawltd.co.uk

I ) =
%" Family

Law Advanced
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THE TUESDAY POP-IN

Meetings are held at the Leather Bottle on the second
Tuesday of the month from 10.30 till 12 noon; all are
welcome to join us for a relaxed chat and coffee.

Next pop-in Tuesday |2th March ‘& "‘B
CONTACT: MARY PALMER-01474 816788 'ﬁ’?}

NG

. [ i N i 3
Meetings & Shows at the Meadow Room in Dickensian Cobham, Kent
SatNav DA12 3BZ Registered Charity No 228007

Saturday 13th April 2024 - 2:00-3:30pm
Cobham Gardeners’ Society

Spring Show
& Plant Sale

Gardening Tips *Adult & Junior Show Categories
Flowers, Vegetables, Preserves & Photographic
Tea, coffee & home made cake on sale

Free Entry. Extra car parking Cobham Cricket Club

' f Sharing a love of gardening ... locally!

cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk




Oakwood Garden Care

Your reliable gardening service

Does your garden need some TLC? Would you like to sit back and enjoy
your garden without having to do all the hard work?

Your garden is precisely that, “yours” .

We listen to our customers and tailor each project to their individual
needs and requirements. We are a small, family run business who pride
ourselves on offering a high quality garden service - whether you need us
for a one-off job, or would like to book us for a regular maintenance
program? The choice is yours.

Competitive rates with prices starting from as little as £20 per hour.
All work undertaken including:
And much more - no job is considered too small

For a free quote, please call 07709 328 979

We are available week days, weekends and even Bank Holidays

Email: oakwoodgardencare@gmail.com www.oakwoodgardencare.co.uk

10



Prestige Property Maintenance
Old fashioned standards of customer service and a
high quality craftsman finish to all work undertaken

¢ Repairs and renovations, internal and external

¢ Painting, decorating and tiling

¢ Shelving and cuphoards made to measure

¢ Furniture and fitted kitchen repairs and restorations
*  Gardening, fencing, paths and patios

No job too small - References available on request

Contact Kevin by telephone or email to arrange a visit to discuss your requirements

Telephone: 07765 405641 Email: prestigemaintenance@outlook.com

THE MEADOW ROOM For Hire
COBHAM
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Hire rates start at £36.50 for a session St Mary,s
Contact us or visit the website for full
details Church Room
Discount for parish residents Sole Street
For bookings, call
01474 815319 £6 per hour
Or email Use of small Kitchen

bookings@meadowroom.org.uk

www.meadowroom.org.uk Bookings and Enquiries

Registered Charity No 228007 01474 814560
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Lewis Solomon g

1

Funeral Service S

The oldest independently owned and family run
funeral directors in Gravesend and surrounding towns

Especially for the first time, any time of the day or night vou can talk to us
We will attend to evervthing, we can provide for all of vour requirements
We have a private chapel of rest and can provide a fleet of Hearses and
Limousines to compliment a dignified occasion

19 DARNLEY ROAD, GRAVESEND, KENT, DA11 ORZ

24 howr personal service
parking available on site O 1 474 3 5 22 6 1

bespake funeral plans
Email: officefcilewissolomon.co.uk
www.lewissolomon.co.uk

®
GULLANDS

SOLICITORS

Agricultural and Farming Law Commercial Property
Farm Sales and Purchases Construction Law
Conveyancing Landlord and Tenant
Divorce and Family Dispute Resolution
Employment Law Company and Commercial Law
Wills, Estates and Tax Planning Health & Safety Prosecutions
Accident Claims Business Defence
’ Medical Negligence Licensing
Criminal Law Notarial Services

Road Traffic Offences  jnfo@gullands.com www.gullands.com

Whitehall Place | 47 The Terrace | Gravesend | Kent | DA12 2DL | 01474 887688
16 Mill Street | Maidstone | Kent | MEIS5 6XT | 01622 689700
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North Kent Embroiderers

Hello Everyone,

How do you like our cheerful little robin? He was one
of the postcards done to celebrate ‘Winter’.

Our last meeting was a ‘Stitch and Chat’ session and it
was lovely to see the range of embroidery that people
had brought to work on. Muriel was working on a very
chilly looking mermaid while Julie was doing some ex-
quisite hand embroidery on top of a piece of machine
embroidery on organza and soluble fabric which will be
washed away once the embroidery is finished, to leave a
delicate lacy effect. Hopefully | will be able to show you this eventually.
Claire had two young visitors with her who were interested to see every-
thing that was going on.

Evelyn had organised a January ‘fabric box’ sale. Each large plastic box con-
tained a range of fabrics, mostly cottons and suitable for a wide range of
textile and stitching styles. At a bargain price of £5
per selection (including the container) these were
soon snapped up!

By the time you read this we will have tried out our
mini workshops. These will run alongside our nor-
mal meetings but will start earlier. This is a new idea |
that we are trying out. The first two -needlelace and
blackwork will be led by our own Sue D and Veroni- |
ca respectively. Watch this space for exciting results!
Members not taking part in the workshops will be
able to ‘stitch and chat’ during our normal meeting
time.

For our upcoming meetings and workshops please
look at the website (see below) or check out our QR code. If you are
looking for a new hobby or would like to pick up an existing pastime there
might be something that would interest you.

If you would like to join our group or would just like to find out a bit more
about us then please pay us a visit - look at our website
https://northkentembroiderers.co.uk/

or email us at: info@northkentembroiderers.co.uk

or contact our Chairman, Eileen on 01474 324734
Happy stitching, Karen

E .n'-l'u

o

All photos with permission
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CAPABLE

— CLEANERS —

Professional Domestic Cleaning
Services

Are you a busy mum?
Working long hours?
Just need extra help?
Give us a call for reliable
DBS checked staff and

fully insured service!
07545 455742
sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk

www.capablecleaners.co.uk

British O
Acupuncture
Council Member

LUDDESDOWN
VILLAGE HALL

The hire charges are as follows:
from £40 per session (please visit

our website for full details)
Concessions for
parishioners
and members of
LUDDESDOWN SOCIETY
For bookings and enquiries please
contact:
Colin Dickens 01474 814155 or

email lvhbooking@gmail.com
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HELP WANTED

Cobham Church is in urgent need of a Treasurer to manage its finances.
Do you have the necessary skills and experience to help us?

You do not need to be a member of the congregation, but will need an
enthusiastic approach and a knowledge of book-keeping.

We would be very happy to hear from you.

Please contact either The Reverend Pam Davies on 01474 394515

Or Hilary Savage on 01634 723027 Thank you.

MORE HELP NEEDED

Cobham Church needs some help with managing it’s churchyards.

Jon Pye has been doing a magnificent job for many years with some help
from John Jackson and others. However, the time has come to ask for
a few new people to help out for a few hours each month.

Many hands make light work, so please let us know if you could help
maintain our beautiful churchyards.

Again, we would love to hear from you. Please contact either Jon Pye
on 01474 814555 or 07890 083940 or The Reverend Pam Davies on
01474 394515 or Hilary Savage on 01634 723027  Thank you.

“YET MORE HELP PLEASE”.

Would you be able to help manage the Cobham Church Diary?
It would entail liaising with people wishing to book events etc.
(A knowledge of spreadsheets would be useful as well.)

Please contact Janet on 01732 823936 Thank you.
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BELL RINGING by Peter Hartley

In 1907 the Vicar of St. Paul’s Church, Bedford told Evelyn Steel that “he
didn’t think it nice for ladies to ring because men rang without their coats”.
Despite these words Evelyn rang her first peal (3 hours) in 1911, was Presi-
dent of the Ladies Guild of Change Ringers for 20 years, rang 260 peals, and
died at very nearly 94.

These facts are from a history of the Ladies Guild which was founded in
1912 “to encourage ringing among Church workers, assist their brethren,
and foster a closer relationship of all women and girl ringers”.

The development of the engineering of bell hanging enabled the Exercise of
change ringing to advance and in 1670 Pepys had a dinner with the lady ring-
ers of St. Olaves. As in society at large men dominated and it is humbling to
read on peal boards how blacksmiths and farm labourers kept the Exercise
of ringing going. However family connections often encouraged ladies to
ring. In 1869 the Trelawney family, with 3 daughters and a son, rang Grand-
sire Cinques on handbells.

In 1911 the Curate at Dagenham tried “to forbid any young lady from enter-
ing the belfry”. Mr. Herbert Sharp wrote in response he would like to see
ladies “ringing touches and peals on their own without the aid of man”. The
Ladies Guild was founded and in that year of 1912 the first peal was rung in
the church at Cubitt Town by an all-female band dressed in full length skirts
and high necked blouses with long sleeves.

In the Great War the motto was “Keep the home fires burning and the
church bells ringing”. At Ashton under Lyne “Seven of the band of St. Peter’s
have enlisted and members of the fair sex have come to the aid of those
who are left”. Ever since, as in wider society with its seeking for sexual
equality, amidst periodic skirmishes also in the Church of England, in its bel-
fries men and women are today all equally valued ringers.

Jill Staniforth | knew as a member of the nosegay team who made nosegays
which we carried at the annual Royal Maundy Service. In chatting with Jill |
gathered, as a ringer at Leicester Cathedral, Jill was a very able ringer though
typically she was reticent and modest about her ringing skills. Now, armed
with the History of the Ladies Guild of Change Ringers, | read Jill was Presi-
dent of the Ladies Guild from 1959-1962, a peal ringer and a conductor.
Untroubled by weary legs, weakening arms and a slowing brain, | trust Jill
and her ringing husband Peter are now ringing golden heavenly bells while
we continue to rejoice in all ringers.
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Friends of Cobham Church
Help from Young Friends

The girls from Cobham Hall were out in force on 3
February, getting involved in community service. We
were pleased to welcome a group to the church where
they sponged, brushed and dusted the various monu-
ments in the chancel and the museum.

We really appreciated their help and hope that they en-
joyed getting "up close and personal” with the brasses
and the famous Brooke tomb and identifying items
which are directly to linked to the past owners of
Cobham Hall.

CADS

Cobham Amateur Dramatic Society presents their Spring Production from
I5" to 18th May. An 8pm start at the Meadow Room, The Street
Cobham. Further details of the production will be coming soon.

Mothering Sunday: 4" Sunday in Lent

There is an old Jewish saying: God could not be everywhere, and therefore He
made mothers.

Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods - our human mothers -
all of them have been part of the celebration of ‘Mothering Sunday’ - as the
fourth Sunday in Lent is affectionately known. It has been celebrated in the
UK since at least the 16™ century.

In Roman times, great festivals were held every Spring to honour Cybele,
Mother of all the Gods. Other pagan festivals in honour of Mother Earth
were also celebrated. With the arrival of Christianity, the festival became
one honouring Mother Church.

During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to craftsmen or working
as ‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one holiday a year on which to visit
their families - which is how ‘Mothering Sunday’ got its name. This special
day became a day of family rejoicing, and the Lenten fast was broken. In
some places the day was called Simnel Day, because of the sweet cakes
called simnel cakes traditionally eaten on that day.

In recent years the holiday has changed and in many ways now resembles

the American Mother’s Day, with families going out to Sunday lunch and
generally making a fuss of their mother on the day.
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Cobham, Luddesdowne and Sole Street

Church Services during March

Sunday 3" March
10:30am Holy Communion, Cobham

Sunday 10" March
10:30am Mothering Sunday Service, Luddesdowne

Sunday 17* March

10:30am Holy Communion (BCP), Cobham
4:00pm All Age Service, Cobham

Palm Sunday 24" March
10:30am Palm Sunday Communion, Luddesdowne

Maundy Thursday 28" March
7:30pm Holy Communion, St John’s Meopham
(Joint Service — All churches together)

Good Friday 29*" March
2pm An hour by the cross, Luddesdowne
Easter Day Sunday 31°* March

10:30am Easter Communion, Cobham

Midweek services in Sole Street Church Room

9:30am 6" March - Holy Communion,
13 20*" and 27*" Informal Morning Prayer
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St John’s Meopham with St Mildred’s Nurstead

Church Services during March

Sunday 3" March 9.45am Morning Worship and Baptism at St John’s
I 1.30am Holy Communion at St Mildred’s
Wednesday 6 March 10am Holy Communion in St John’s Centre
Sunday 10" March Mothering Sunday
9.45am Morning Worship at St John’s
I'1.30am Morning Worship at St Mildred’s
Wednesday 13" March 10am Holy Communion in St John’s Centre
Sunday 17" March 9.45am Parish Communion at St John’s
3 pm Sunday Afternoon Club

Wednesday 20*" March 10am Holy Communion in St John’s Centre

Holy Week Begins

Sunday 24" March Palm Sunday 9.45am Family Communion
I 1.30am Family Service
Wednesday 27" March 10am Holy Communion at St John’s
Thursday 28" March Maundy Thursday
7.30pm Holy Communion at St John’s for all four Churches

Friday 29" March Good Friday

10am A March of Witness starting from St John’s Meopham

2-3pm An Hour by the Cross at St Mildred’s
Sunday 3 1* March Easter Sunday

9.45am Easter Communion St John’s

I 1.30am Easter Communion St Mildred’s
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“How nice to be thinking about March...

warmer days, and drying the washing
outside!

A Drying Day

The branches are swaying
Replete with their fresh-growing
leaves

The wind-music playing —

The breeze singing soft in the breeze.

The sun on our faces

The first sunny warmth of the year;
The frost it displaces,

The first signs of spring now appear.

We won’t need our dryer
This day will be breezy but fine;
No rack by the fire —

We'll hang out our clothes on the line!

This day is a treasure,

We watch as our shirts dance and
play;

There’s no better pleasure

Than the breeze on a spring drying
day!

By Nigel Beeton

CHIROPODIST

HOME VISITING SERVICE

FOOT CARE AND ADVICE

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME
HCPC registered chiropodist/podiatrist with over 20

years’ experience

Anna Mapp MSSCh MBChA

01474 812494 or 07977 465452

anna.mapp773@gmail.com
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/l '\)) HEDGE & FENCING

SPECIALIST

© ALL HEDGES AND SHRUBS TRIMMED, REDUCED AND REMOVED
& STUMP GRINDING SERVICE

© ALL STYLES OF FENCING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

© SLEEPERS AND DECKING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

& ALL STYLES OF GATES SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

TREE STUMP
MHL) REMOVAL
SERVICES

O FULLY INSURED
O REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER

© FREE ESTIMATES Q
CALL MATTHEW ON: OREMAIL #

07796 41 6607 mhlgurden.care@yuhoo.co.uk

OR 01732 822467
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A new level
of home care

GP led bespoke care

We get the basics right with the Right
People, the Right Care at the Right Time. Some of our « Companionship
services Include; Leisure activities
Our staff are trained to the highest standard : .
; 3 « Assistance with o IO D ok
to enable them to provide a wide range of personal care
tasks within the home, to ensure you feel « Live-in 24hr care

safe, comfortable and content. * Meal preparation o !
« Holistic Services

+ Shopping
We are dedicated to helping each individual . Trips to friends + Complimentary
maintain an active and independent and relatives GP Lifestyle
lifestyle by focusing on current abilities, < Admiristalion of Asst'essment.
Intenestandt nands. assistance with el
medication Prescribing

+ Overnight care
Carers
required
Get in touch
Gravesham & Dartford
50 The Grove, Gravesend, DA12 1DP
T: 01474 240909

T: 01322 537733
E: hello@vitalityhomehealth.co.uk

“Vitality Home Health Limited is in no
way affiliated with VitalityLife Limited or

Vitalify)

[ vitality Home Health [ @Vitality_Care

www.vitalityhomehealth.co.uk
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Cobham
Gardeners
Society

Meetings &‘ghows at the Meadow Room in Dickensian Cobham, Kent
SatNav DA123BZ Registered Charity No 228007

Wednesday 13th March 2024 - Zpm
Preparing For The Show

Dr John Hughes looks at the importance of village shows, how the village can
make the most of the show and how to encourage new exhibitors.

John’s talk covers planning for the show as an exhibitor, how to display exhibits at their
best, with digital images to show how best to present what you have. John entered his
first exhibits almost sixty years ago and has won various cups and Banksian Medals for
the most points at various local flower shows. John is a well respected judge both
locally and within the Royal Horticultural Society.

Members free - non members £3

Sharing a love of gardening ... locally

fl = Contact us cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk

COBHAM TREE
IT Solutions Kent Ltd SURGERY

All aspects of work undertaken
IT Support - Tall & Dangerous Trees
Hedge trimming
£5 million Public liability insurance
Most waste organically recycled
Call for a free quotation:

0333 050 2446 07789261474

Stuart@cobhamtreesurgery.co.uk

support@itsk.co.uk WWW.COBHAMTREESURGERY.CO.UK
KCC TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED

CCTV - Networking
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Meopham Library Writing Group

Meopham Library Writing Group meets again at 10am on Thursday 7%
March and the following meetings are on 4™ April, 2" May and 6™ June.
Creative writing is a very enjoyable activity, which can also be used to rec-
ord memories for the family and help people facing difficult times. Anyone
interested in writing short stories, poetry or articles about hobbies and
local history is invited to join the group. There is a different writing theme
each month and a writing challenge. Beginners as well as more experienced
writers are all very welcome.

Please ring 01474 813379 for more information, or just join us at Meopham
Library on 7* March.

I1** SOUTH STREET BOYS BRIGADE and GIRLS ASSOCIATION
COMPANY

Meetings are every Friday 6pm-7.30pm during term time for boys and girls
aged 5-18 years old at South Street Baptist Church, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, DAI3 0Q](next to Hope Hill)

There are team games, cooking, craft, science activities and Bible stories as
well as outdoor activities, weather permitting. Kayaking, canoeing and stand
-up paddle boarding take place at the Water Activities Centre in Tonbridge,
with a team of trained and fully qualified leaders.

There are summer camps at the Honey Hill Boys Brigade Campsite in
Maidstone.

For more information please ring 01474 815039 or visit
www.southstreetbaptist.org.uk

There will be a Family games afternoon for all ages on Saturday |6 March
2pm-4pm, with table tennis, indoor archery, pool, board games and refresh-
ments. Admission is free.

Song time meets every Monday morning 9.45am-| lam during term time for
families with babies and toddlers. There are lots of toys, craft activities, mu-
sical instruments, a singing time and refreshments. Family admission is £1.
South Street Baptist Church Sunday morning services all start at 10.45am.
The Easter Sunday Family Service is on 31 March.
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Cobham
Gardeners’

Society

In February we had our first expert speaker talk by Alison Marsden — Raised Beds
& No Dig Gardening! Even though the talk was held on Valentine’s Day, it at-
tracted a full house with over 60 people attending. Alison gave a very interesting
talk on what digging does to the soil and how to make the most of raised beds.
Even some of our most seasoned gardens went away with some new ideas and
food for thought. There are ideas on Alison’s website and if you sign up, she
sends out regular very informative emails/blogs www.gardeningbydesign.co.uk
Spring Show & Plant Sale

Saturday 13th April 2024 at 2:00pm o 3.30pm in the Meadow Room,
Cobham. This is Gardeners’ first Show of the year. The show features Garden-
ing Tips, Adult & Junior Show Categories, Flowers, Vegetables, Preserves & Pho-
tographic entries. Tea, coffee & home-made cake is on sale. There’s Free Entry
for Members & Non-Members. For more information

email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk or phone 01474-363315.

Cobham Gardeners’ Society coach trip to RHS Wisley Gardens
Wednesday 22" May 2024

We are organising a coach trip to RHS Wisley Gardens. The coach will depart
Cobham (opposite school) at 915am and leave RHS Wisley at 3.45pm. The cost is
£10 for Society members and £15 for non-members, which includes return coach
transfer from Cobham and entry to the gardens. For more information or to
book email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk or phone 01474-363315.

You can buy Membership of Cobham Gardeners at any time. You can apply for
membership at the talks or via email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk It is only a mod-
est £10 for the year — money you get back from free entry into all Gardeners’
expert speaker talks and massive savings of up to 50% on quality plants at local
garden centres.

Here are the RHS Top 10 Jobs for March.

Spring arrives, usually by mid-March and more sunny days provide the opportuni-
ty for an increasing range of gardening tasks. It's time to get busy preparing seed
beds, sowing seed, cutting back shrubs..

|. Protect new spring shoots from slugs

2. Plant shallots, onion sets and early potatoes

3. Plant summer-flowering bulbs

4. Lift and divide overgrown clumps of perennials

5

6

7

. Top dress containers with fresh compost
. Mow the lawn on dry days (if needed)
. Cut back Cornus (dogwood) and Salix (willow) grown for colourful winter
stems
8. Hoe and mulch weeds to keep them under control early
9. Start feeding fish and using the pond fountain; remove pond heaters
10. Prune bush and climbing roses
More advice can be found on the RHS website https://www.rhs.org.uk/
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Consilio

Partnership

/V
Garden Design - gardens tailored {o ) your needs
Landscaping - fulllandscaping sefvice
Garden Maintenance - regular visits to one off tidy-ups

Consilio offer a comprehensive range of
garden services through our team of fully
quallfled & experienced profesﬁ’onals

O

4
Lé‘ﬁdscapmg Services include:
driveways-patios-fencing-decking-
water features-planting-turfing-etc.

Please contact us with your enquiry or ask a member of staff

01474 247 Q77
O3 11 381858

enq@consiliopartnership.com
www.consiliopartnership.com
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TWO WOMEN EVENTS
Present:

CODA

The Best LED ZEPPELIN Tribute Band In the World!

Thursday 14th March 2024
St Mary Magdalene Church, Cobham, Kent
Tickets £21.50 in advance, £25 on the door

Book on www.twowomenevents.com or come to Cobham

Community Stores (Cash or cheque only)
Fully licensed bar, free public car park nearby
Contact: inffo@twowomenevents.com
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Absolute DIY Services ]()HN GREEN
All aspects of DIY covered, from DEC ()R LTD

hanging a blind to a complete

room makeover, painting / l
decorating, flooring, flat pack
assembly, no job too small, and

all at

N ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING
competitive AND DECORATING
prices. INCLUDING WALLPAPER

HANGING, PAINT
EFFECTS AND SPRAYING
Darren Lawrence wicd) (MR LA ST

Sole Street, =
07841 51 8255 f 01474 812853

Stephen P Gay MEDWAY METALS LTD
Memorials Inc.

Horlocks Buyers of all scrap

metal & car batteries

QUICK PAYMENT

<

SPECIALISTS IN MONUMENTAL 01634 297423
MASONRY
120 Old Road West
G ravesend UNIT 6 SHAMEL PARK, MEDWAY CENTRE EST.

COMMISSIONERS ROAD, STROOD

Kent, DAIIl OLR
Tel: 01474 321003

ME2 4HQ
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WEST END SHOW

‘DOOR TO DOOR’
NO WORRIES WITH PARKING, BUSES OR TRAINS
ENJOY A TOP CLASS WEST END MATINEE SHOW
PRECEEDED BY A LEISURELY LUNCH

THIS YEARS OFFERING WILL BE A CHOICE OF SHOWS:
“Les Misérables” OR ’Moulin Rouge”

Even if you’ve seen a West End Show before, it’s the experience
of a West End Theatre, posh comfy seats, great actors/singers/
dancers, brilliant staging, “the smell of the grease paint”, “the

roar of the crowd” - and expensive drinks!!

DATE: THURSDAY 20™ JUNE 2024

Coach leaves from opposite the Primary School, Cobham
at 9.15am
And you’ll be back in time for drinks in our lovely village pubs

COST £75 pp for “Les Mis” OR £93 pp for “Moulin Rouge”

£25 DEPOSIT BY THE END OF MARCH 2024 TO SECURE
YOUR SEATS

BALANCE BY THE END OF APRIL
PAYMENT TO BE MADE DIRECTLY TO JEWELS TOURS,

GRAVESEND
01474 334434

STIPULATE YOUR CHOICE OF SHOWS

CHRIS BROADLEY 01474 247632/07595 904701.
FLAT 36, NEW COLLEGE OF COBHAM/
chrisbr48@hotmail.com.



All Seasons garden Maintenance

Local and reliable service
Grass and Hedge cutting, Border Maintenance, Pruning
Pressure washing,
Full public liability insurance
References available from existing customers
Contact John - Home: 01322 423063 (Based in Gravesend)

Mobile: 07951 429175 Email: boaz26@live.co.uk

APEX PEST CONTROL
Mole catching, Wasp nests, Rodents

24/7 service

Cobham
arquees

AtTENTively Yours...

Here to provide you with a fully personalised service

Catering for garden parties, corporate and sporting events
High specification - best quality equipment used

Site survey and no obligation quotation

Freephone 0800 389 8298
Office 01474 815150 Mobile 07766 681151
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- Robin

%: Hunter

Tree Surgery
Garden Design
Fencing & Gares

Tel: 07775 971380
Email: robinhunt1@ hotmail.co.uk

ce

™V ddmg hair available ort%est

i Hair extension by appoin (Tuesday only)

B/Late Evenings (Monday & Thqfsaays
£5OFF PERMS & COLOURING

o WITHTHIS ADVERT s
= =

p o

HAIR STYU"S"TS
Station Approach, Meopham, Kent -




ASIAN HORNET ALERT

S
STAY SAFE — CAN’T GET A PICTURE — JUST REPORT IT
Download the
ASIAN HORNET WATCH APP Vel
/lack Mowitam |
I www.voutube.com/@BlackMountainHoney I \<(\’f “""’7;/'
email: Phone or Text:
kent@asianhornetalert.org.uk 07565 775020
canvou Herr? - OUR POLLINATORS NEED YOU - cau oremai now
Asian Hornets are a highly aggressive pr of ) i and a

MAJOR threat to ALL pollinators

Cobham Parish Council Meeting dates

7.30pm on 9th April at St Mary's Church Rooms. Annual Parish Assembly
8pm on 23rd April at the Meadow Rooms

8pm on 2Ist May at the Meadow Rooms - Annual Parish Meeting

8pm on 2nd July at the Meadow Rooms

8pm on 3rd September at the Meadow Rooms
8pm on Ist October at the Meadow Rooms

8pm on 5th November at the Meadow Rooms
8pm on 3rd December at the Meadow Rooms




IA short story from the BLbLeJ

. o— WhenJesus reached Jerusalem he went to
It can be read w the Bible in the Temple, built as a place where evergone
ME21:12-16 , MK [[:15-18 , LK (9: 4548 | |could worship God, but with restrictions...

Plan of the Temple

Visctors had to change | [They had tobuy
thewr money to shekels | |special ancmals
ST < to sacrifece...

Restricteons

ﬁ

~J only Jews
200m ——— \{eVergane

andthe stalls felled the only ;Lacc that | [The chief priests| |put it made
non-Jews could come to worship God [_‘ hq& nghprabtm Jesus very
Stalls T ] Hc{; more
stalls t@/
stalls }—— Z, =4
even
m more stalls

S0 he drove them out

A N\
we must have wds love
him ietled JI him-we must

&) & \do it secretly.

It’s Crufts time!

Crufts dog show started in 1891 by a man
called Charles Cruft, he used to sell dog food
so he must have really loved dogs. Last year
more than 155,000 people visited the dog
show that lasted four days, and over 24,000
dogs took part. I'll have to steal the remote
control so | can watch it on the tele!

I am sure there will be lots of smart dogs on
show, but | know that all of the much loved
dogs that | see on my daily walks, are just as
special!

Love and Licks Paddy
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Need a Plumber?

Your local plumber is

Graham Hickson

Reliable, prompt and reasonable prices

20% discount on labour with this magazine

Graham Hickson

07968 551 562 g.hickson@btinternet.com

VAT Sole Free Trader

Based I Cobham
covering all kent

~ Buitioh Witl Witews

07942999010
hiipe//www btishwillwriters.com

ADVERTISING RATES IN THE MAGAZINE
Page Size | Year 6 months | month Dimensions (mm)

Wills & Trusts
Powers o1 Attomey

Totally Confidential

Friendly and Professional
Free Consultafion

Vs page  £60 £36 £13 W65 H:90
Vapage  £105  £56 £18 W:135 H:90
Fullpage £195  £100 £34 W:135 H: 185

Con act JI n g#l‘lc%aé)eg on 01732 823936

tinternet.com
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Love and serve one another

On Maundy Thursday we recall the final command that Jesus gave to His
disciples before His death. After the Last Supper, He rose and washed
His disciples’ feet. This was astonishing for a ‘teacher’ to do, but He had a
firm purpose in mind: “A new command | give you: Love one another. As
| have loved you, so you must love one another.” His disciples were to
love through service, not domination, of one another.

In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do
vobis’. The word ‘mundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin

‘mandatum’ (or command). The ‘washing of the feet’ ceremony was an
important part of the medieval church’s liturgy, symbolising the humility
of the clergy, in obedience to the example of Christ.

Maundy Thursday Final Command Jesus Disciples Death Last
Supper Washed Feet Astonishing Purpose Teacher As
Loved you Must One Another Service Domination Latin

Ceremony Medieval Humility Obedience
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COBHAM CHOIR

TOM BETTLEY cuor pirecTor LAURA WEST soprano
SATURDAY 23 MARCH, 4Pm | COBHAM CHURCH

AS LONG AS | HAVE MUSIC

A CONCERT OF INSPIRING CHORAL MUSIC SPANNING OVER 300 YEARS
- UNITED IN THE BEAUTY OF ITS MUSIC AND ENGLISH TEXTS

TICKETS £10 (UNDER 18S £3) INCL. INTERVAL REFRESHMENTS
FROM COBHAM COMMUNITY STORES, ON 07926 677188
OR AT WWW.TICKETSOURCE.CO.UK/COBHAM-CHOIR.




