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Letter from the Rev’d Pam Davies

Dear Friends

Are you listening to me? It's a familiar question. In most of our conversa-
tions we listen to the other person, up to a point anyway. Sometimes we
only half listen, and sometimes we are mainly thinking about what we want
to say. Sometimes we get distracted, but sometimes we really never listen
at all, especially to those we think we know very well. Then we can be in
trouble.

There is also a kind of blessing which is really careful and attentive listening
ready to encourage the speaker to say more, not assuming we already
know what they mean, not filling in the blanks not just relating what we
hear too quickly to our own experience. Such listening will help the other
to say more, and to learn more about what they think and feel as well.
Listening like this is a gift and a skill, but all of us can do more to listen to

one another.

Listening is also crucial to learning and understanding. The ones that find it
most difficult to listen are those who already know everything! I'm sure we
all know someone like that - it's never ourselves of course. Sometimes we
find it difficult to learn, not because we don't listen, but because we're not

interested and we think the subject is pointless and irrelevant.

Listening to God is not altogether unlike listening to other people. It re-
quires our time and attention and there are also skills to be learned. There
are various reasons why listening to God can seem difficult (or impossible).
We may not think it is possible to hear what God says because he is not
there, or because there is no reliable way of knowing what he says.

Continued on next page



Perhaps we don't want to hear what God says, fearful that it will in some
way threaten or challenge our own well-being. All these issues clearly have
to be tackled before we can hear what God says. You may even be asking is
there a God anyway.

Perhaps you have questions about listening or talking to God And you've
never had the opportunity to ask these questions or even better to listen to
the answers. Well! I'm offering you an opportunity to come along and ask
your questions. From the | Ith March to the 8th April you are invited to
join me each Tuesday afternoon at 1.30 for an hour at St Marys Church
Room, Sole Street. If afternoons are difficult then why not join me in the
evening at the Vicarage Battle Street Cobham from 7.30 on the same Tues-
days.

No question is too little or too big to be asked. Some questions may be
easy to answer while others are more difficult. But this is an invitation and
an opportunity to find out what all this faith business, church business and
God business is all about.

Looking forward to seeing you and listening to the questions you wish to
ask.

Blessings

Rev Pam

LOCAL FUNDING GROUP 24

Thank you for supporting the Local Funding Group’s
Coffee Morning held on the 9" January 2025 at Sole Street
House.

With your generosity, we were delighted to send £260 to
Parkinson’s UK.

Our next meeting is to be held at The Railway, Sole Street on
10.30 — 12.00 Thursday, 13 February, 2025.



SOLE STREET WI

Sole Street WI members celebrated our first meeting in 2025 by enjoying a
pub lunch at The Railway Inn followed by a Games & Quiz afternoon. Not
only was this huge fun but it very practically avoids the last minute cancella-
tion by speakers in January’s oft inhospitable weather !

The Walking Group’s meetings each Tuesday morning have continued
throughout the winter months, tailored to members’ choices of distance
and conditions underfoot. A hot beverage sustains the party at different
local cafes/bakeries.

The Craft meetings re-start on Monday 3rd March at 2pm in our craft guru
Helen’s home when we will be planning the creation of fabric multi-
dimensional door stops and draught excluders amongst a variety of craft
items for sale at next Autumn’s WI fair in the S.M.C.R in November.

Our scheduled speaker for our meeting on Tuesday 28th February (2pm at
The Railway Inn) is Gill Smaggasgale, whose presentation is entitled
“Walking 1000 Miles In Lockdown”. Members have also been invited this
month to bring donations as has generously been the case in the past for
the Gravesend Food Bank.

With the official Opening Days for the renovated St Mary’s Church Room
currently due to be held at the beginning of March, it is our hope to be able
to hold our monthly meeting on Tuesday 25th in the church room, revert-
ing to 7.30pm, when our speaker will be Derek March on the topic of
“English Country Cheeses”.

For information on this and all our
activities, please contact our
President, Yvonne telephone 01474
813455.

Molly Isaacs
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Cobham Brownies
(Tuesday evenings during term time only at The Meadow
Rooms, Cobham)

At Brownies, we welcome all girls from 7 to 10 years old for
non-stop fun, learning and adventure. Brownies get to explore their cre-
ative side, get out into the great outdoors, and start to learn to look
after themselves, others and the world we live in.

Please email Wendy Ostridge (wendy.minister@googlemail.com) if you
would like more information about |** Cobham Brownies or register

your interest through the Girlguiding website at
www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus/ and selecting |** Cobham Brownies.

We look forward to meeting new members for our new term.

Luddesdown & District Rights of Way Group.

We are a small friendly group that usually walks from The Cock Inn, Henley
Street, Luddesdown, Gravesend DAI3 0XB, at | lam on Wednesdays. We
walk at a gentle pace for some 90 minutes in beautiful countryside. Occa-
sionally we lead weekend walks.

With four Socials a year in Luddesdown Village Hall and a twice yearly
Newsletter, we would be delighted if you joined us for a walk or two.
Becoming a member costs £7 per person a year.

Please contact Walks Co-ordinator Janet Ferguson, preferably by

email janetferguson@hotmail.fr . lan Sheridan, Acting Chairman,
07951 927 517
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Refurbishment and New Extension
to St Mary’s Church Room, Sole Street

| am pleased to inform everyone that the completion to the refurbishment
and provision of an additional extension to the St Mary’s Church Room in
Sole Street is very near.

Much of the interior work and the new extension is now completed. The
new roof is in place, the old school bell has been rehung and the repaired
stained glass windows are in place, though covered at present for protec-
tion. The new sympathetic windows have been fitted and inside the old
stage removed and extensive repairs have been made to the flooring.

At the time of writing, mid-January, much of the remaining work including
the erection of disabled ramps and cladding to the sides of the building is
external and thus weather related. However, it is hoped that by the time
you read this report the refurbishment should be completed and we have a
provisional hand over date of 2" February 2025, (also dependent on
weather).

Following hand over, items have to be brought back from storage and
cleaned, so realistically, the hall may be available for use by user groups
from March, if the Committee and post holders are in place and can be
appointed by that time. It is hoped to hold a special Open Day for village
residents and other supporters of the project, but at the time of this maga-
zine going to press, these details have not been finalised. (Further details
next month).

On behalf of the St Mary Magdalene PCC Cobham, | would like to thank all
who have donated to the project. Special thanks are due to the Local
Funding Group for their efforts and to all the many individuals who have
made sizeable donations. | also wish to record our gratitude to the Lower
Thames Crossing and all the other grant giving bodies for their generosity.
A complete list of these donations will be given in a future Newsletter.

Thanks to all for your patience, support, encouragement and generosity.
Ron Chamberlain
PCC Secretary Cobham.
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Complete W Law

Complete Family Law Ltd is a modern and
innovative law firm based in north Kent. We can
offer appointments at our offices, via remote
methods including Zoom or telephone, with home
visits also available.

With our friendly team of expert Solicitors
and Legal Executives,
Complete Family Law can assist with:

- Divorce
*Wills and Probate

*Financial Applications

* Children Issues and Applications
*Disputes between unmarried couples
*Family Law Act Applications (Injunctions)
- Disputes within the wider family
‘Lasting Powers of Attorney

0330 223 2016 (Brasted & Cobham)
0330 223 2018 (Otford)

info@completefamilylawltd.co.uk
www.completefamilylawltd.co.uk

I ) =
%" Family

Law Advanced
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February - Spring is in sight

This month there are signs of the approaching spring, with bulbs appearing and
wildlife waking up as light levels and temperatures increase. There's plenty to
do indoors this month to prepare for the season ahead. Outdoors, as the gar-
den comes to life again, it's time to prune shrubs and climbers, such as Wisteria
as well as evergreen hedges. Also, February sees the start of our expert speak-
er talks, all held at the Meadow Rooms (see page 10)

Wednesday |2th March at 6.30pm for 7pm

"The Kitchen Garden" by Steve Edney

Kitchen gardens or potagers as they are called in France conjure up images of
wildly romantic spaces which are both beautiful yet functional. Steve’s talk will
cover a beginners guide to, good design, planting and variety choices plus handy
tips to get the best from your fruit, veg and herbs. Steve has been perfecting
his art for over 28 years, accolades include appointment to the RHS Herba-
ceous Committee, the RHS plant trial forums, multiple RHS Gold medal winner,
plus he has appeared on tv several times including Gardeners’ World. Entry is
free to members and non-members are welcome and pay only £3.

RHS - Top 10 Jobs for February

o Prepare vegetable seed beds, and sow some vegetables under cover

. Chit potato tubers

. Protect blossom on apricots, nectarines, and peaches

. Net fruit and vegetable crops to keep the birds off

. Prune winter-flowering shrubs that have finished flowering

o Divide bulbs such as snowdrops, and plant those that need planting 'in
the green'

. Prune Wisteria

) Prune hardy evergreen hedges / renovate overgrown deciduous hedges

o Prune conservatory climbers such as bougainvillea

o Cut back deciduous grasses left uncut over the winter, remove dead

grass from evergreen grasses

You can buy Membership of Cobham Gardeners at any time ... and get savings
at local garden centres straight away to help with all those garden jobs. You can
apply for membership at the talks or via email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk It is
only a modest £10 for the year — money you get back from free entry into all
Gardeners’ expert speaker talks and massive savings of up to 50% on quality
plants at local garden centres.
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Cobham
Gardeners'

o Society

Meetings & Shows at the Meadow Room in Dickensian Cobham, Kent
SatNav DA123BZ Registered Charity No 228007

Wédnesday 19th February 2025 - 7pm
Plants For Health & Healing

Caroline Halfpenny takes a look at plants that are found in many gardens and
in the wild that have been used to improve our health and wellbeing through out

history. Some of the plants with healing properties within your own garden may
surprise you!

Members free - non members £3

f‘ (€ Sharing a love of gardening ... locally

Contact us cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk




Prestige Property Maintenance
Old fashioned standards of customer service and a
high quality craftsman finish to all work undertaken

¢ Repairs and renovations, internal and external

¢ Painting, decorating and tiling

¢ Shelving and cuphoards made to measure

¢ Furniture and fitted kitchen repairs and restorations
*  Gardening, fencing, paths and patios

No job too small - References available on request

Contact Kevin by telephone or email to arrange a visit to discuss your requirements

Telephone: 07765 405641 Email: prestigemaintenance@outlook.com

THE MEADOW ROOM
COBHAM
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Hire rates start at £36.50 for a
session

Contact us or visit the website for
full details

Discount for parish residents

For bookings, call
07460242304
Or email

bookings@meadowroom.org.uk

"It may well attract more young folk to
Registered Charity No 228007 join the congregation but I still prefer
the old church notice board"

www.meadowroom.org.uk
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Lewis Solomon g

1

Funeral Service S

The oldest independently owned and family run
funeral directors in Gravesend and surrounding towns

Especially for the first time, any time of the day or night vou can talk to us
We will attend to evervthing, we can provide for all of vour requirements
We have a private chapel of rest and can provide a fleet of Hearses and
Limousines to compliment a dignified occasion

19 DARNLEY ROAD, GRAVESEND, KENT, DA11 ORZ

24 howr personal service
parking available on site O 1 474 3 5 22 6 1

bespake funeral plans
Email: officefcilewissolomon.co.uk
www.lewissolomon.co.uk

®
GULLANDS

SOLICITORS

Agricultural and Farming Law Commercial Property
Farm Sales and Purchases Construction Law
Conveyancing Landlord and Tenant
Divorce and Family Dispute Resolution
Employment Law Company and Commercial Law
Wills, Estates and Tax Planning Health & Safety Prosecutions
Accident Claims Business Defence
’ Medical Negligence Licensing
Criminal Law Notarial Services

Road Traffic Offences  jnfo@gullands.com www.gullands.com

Whitehall Place | 47 The Terrace | Gravesend | Kent | DA12 2DL | 01474 887688
16 Mill Street | Maidstone | Kent | MEIS5 6XT | 01622 689700
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BELL RINGING by Peter Hartley

A useful proposition by Kenneth Graham in “The Wind in the Willows” is
worth observing at this time of the year. “No animal”, he writes,
“according to the rules of animal-etiquette, is ever expected to do any-
thing strenuous, or heroic, or even moderately active during the off-
season of winter”.

From my snug College burrow | recall a November ringing trip where at
Wrotham we rang the 8 bells recast in 1911 to mark King George V’s
Coronation. With a 20cwt tenor bell they make a grand sound. There is a
vaulted passage through the base of the tower which allows an excellent
path for disabled access.

Ringing at Ightham there was a chance to look into St. Catherine’s Chapel
and see the memorials to two soldiers awarded the Victoria Cross. Wil-
liam Sutton, a bugler in The Rifles, won his Victoria Cross in 1857 in the
Indian Mutiny. However he was to die in the workhouse. Thomas Colyer-
Fergusson won his postumous V.C. in 1917. His family were of Womb-
well Hall, Northfleet and Ightham Mote and family trust funds helped to-
wards the restoration of our Cobham bells in 1994.

The estate church at Shipbourne was built in 1881 by the Cazalets of Fair-
lawne on the site of a previous chapel. Peter Cazalet was the trainer of
horses owned by Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother. The tower was
encased in scaffolding for some restoration work. But we were able to
ring the 6 bells once we had ducked under a scaffolding pole in the ringing
room.

The church at Hadlow stands in the shadow of the tall and slender 1838
tower of Hadlow Castle. There has been a church here since Saxon times.
We rang the eight (1695 and 1775) bells. In the last forty years much re-
ordering has provided the building with modern facilities for worship and
community use and organ recitals are enjoyed. The amazing 1880 organ
by Thomas Monk with three manuals and over 2,000 pipes, one of which
is 32 ft., was the gift of the Reverend James Moneypenny.

John Vane, 7% Earl of Westmorland, demolished Mereworth’s castle,
church and village between 1722 and 1744 and built in a style to com-
memorate his Grand Tour. In the Kentish countryside Mereworth
Church is amazing and looks as if it has come straight from the City of
London. Having rung the six bells we emerged into the darkening Novem-
ber day. Time to hunker down. Spring is coming.

S Y S U s P S S Y S Y S S S S )
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CAPABLE

— CLEANERS —

Professional Domestic Cleaning
Services

Are you a busy mum?
Working long hours?
Just need extra help?
Give us a call for reliable
DBS checked staff and

fully insured service!
07545 455742
sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk

www.capablecleaners.co.uk

British O
Acupuncture
Council Member

LUDDESDOWN
VILLAGE HALL

The hire charges are as follows:
from £40 per session (please visit

our website for full details)
Concessions for
parishioners

and members of

LUDDESDOWN SOCIETY

For bookings and enquiries please
contact:
Colin Dickens 07460 242304 or

email lvhbooking@gmail.com
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Forthcoming TWO Women events

13" February — Chris Difford

20" March — Kiki Dee and
Carmello Luggeri

TWO WOMEN EVENTS "
24" April — China Crisis

15" May - Oasish

The 1* South Street BBGA Company meets every Friday evening
during term time 6pm-7.30pm at South Street Baptist Church, Wrotham
Road, Meopham, DAI3 0Q](next to Hope Hill). Boys and girls aged 5-18
years are invited to join us for games, art, craft, cooking, Bible stories, na-
ture and science activities. The weekly subscription is £2 and half term is
on 21* February 2025.

The young people have opportunities for kayaking, canoeing and stand-up
paddle boarding at the Boys Brigade Water Activities Centre in Tonbridge,
as well as summer camps at the Honey Hill Boys Brigade Campsite in Maid-
stone. Please visit www.BOYS-BRIGADE.org.uk for more information
about the Boys Brigade.

South Street Baptist Church Sunday morning services at all begin at
10.45am and finish about midday, with refreshments afterwards. The Family
Service and BBGA Church Parade will be on Sunday 23 February. Every-
one is very welcome to join us.

SONG TIME meets every Monday morning 9.45am-1 lam for families
with babies and toddlers under five. Half term will be on Monday 17* Feb-
ruary. There are plenty of toys, including a slide and ball pool, craft, con-
struction toys, musical instruments, singing and refreshments. Family admis-
sion is £1.

The Family Games Afternoon will be on Saturday 15% February 2pm-
4pm, with table tennis, pool, indoor archery, curling and lots of board
games including Scrabble. Free admission.

Please visit www.southstreetbaptist.org.uk for more information about
all the activities at the church or ring 01474 815039.

15
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1 Meopham Library Writing Group meets again on Thursday 6™ February
12025 at 10am and the following meetings will be on 6™ March, 3" April and
I 1** May. Each month there is a different writing theme, such as “Footprints”,
IWhICh can be used as a starting point for a poem, short story or an article.

1 There is also a writing challenge, when everyone in the group chooses a
.word, which then all have to be included in a short sentence, using as few

1 words as possible.
[}

EAnyone who is interested in writing is warmly invited to join our small,
|fr|endly group. Creative writing is a very enjoyable activity, which can be

! 1 used to record special family memories and can also be very therapeutic for
| people who have been bereaved, or who are facing challenging times.

1 New members, whether beginners or more experienced writers, are always
'very welcome! Please ring 01474 813379 for more information, or just turn
'up at Meopham Library on 6" February.

Rome bracing to welcome 60 million visitors this year

If you like peace and quiet, it is best to avoid Rome this year.

For 2025 is a Jubilee Year for the city, and tens of millions of visitors world-
wide are expected to converge on Rome. In all, a staggering 60 million are
expected.

As Pope Francis has recently explained: “Once again, Rome will welcome
pilgrims from across the globe, as it did in 1300 during the first Church Jubi-
lee.” Many religious and cultural events on the theme of ‘Pilgrims of Hope’
are planned.

The Pope foresees that this year Rome will be a “place of hospitality, a
melting pot of diversity and dialogue, a multicultural hub where the world’s
colours come together like a mosaic. Rome can embody an eternal spirit,
rooted in its glorious past yet committed to building a future without barri-
ers, discrimination or mistrust.”

The Jubilee tradition harks back to Old Testament Jewish practices. The
modern tradition of Jubilee began with Pope Boniface VIII. It was seen as a
time of grace, “offering freedom to those imprisoned by sin, resignation,
and despair.”

The 2025 Jubilee coincides with the 1700th anniversary of the Council of
Nicaea, as well as a rare common celebration of Easter by all the Churches.
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Gardeners'
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Meetings & Shows at the Meadow Room in Dickensian Cobham, Kent
SatNav DA123BZ Registered Charity No 228007
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Wednesday 12th March 2025 - 7pm
The Kitchen Garden
By Steve Edney.

Kitchen gardens or potagers as they are called in France conjure up images of wildly
romantic spaces which are both beautiful yet functional.

Steve’s talk will cover a beginners guide to, good design, planting and variety choices
plus handy tips to get the best from your fruit, veg and herbs.

Steve has been perfecting his art for over 28 years, accolades include appointment to
the RHS Herbaceous Committee, the RHS plant trial forums, multiple RHS Gold medal
winner, plus he has appeared on tv several times including Gardeners world.

Members free - non members £3

f' Sharing a love of gardening ... locally
LS

Contact us cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk
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St John’s Meopham with St Mildred’s Nurstead
Church Services February 2025

Sunday 2" February 9.45am Morning Worship & Baptism at St John’s

I 1.30am Holy Communion at St Mildred’s

Wednesday 5% February 10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

Sunday 9 February 9.45am Holy Communion at St John’s

[ 1.30am Mattins at St Mildred’s
Wednesday 12" February 10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre
Sunday 16" February 9.45am Morning Worship at St John’s

I'1.15am Churches Prayer Meeting

at St John’s Centre

Wednesday 19" February 10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

Sunday 23" February 9.45am Holy Communion at St John’s

I 1.30am Family Service at St Mildred’s

Wednesday 26" February 10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

18



Cobham, Luddesdowne and Sole Street

Churches Services during February

Sunday 2™ February

10:30am Holy Communion, Cobham

Sunday 9* February
10:30am Holy Communion (BCP), Luddesdowne

Sunday 16" February

10:30am Holy Communion, Cobham

4pm Flame, Cobham

Sunday 23" February

10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne

Midweek services in Sole Street

At The Railway Inn, in the Restaurant area.
9:30am 5* Holy Communion
Informal Morning Prayer

12%) 19*" and 26" February

19



THE TUESDAY POP-IN

Meetings are held at the Leather Bottle on the second Tuesday
of the month from 10.30 till 12 noon; all are welcome to join us

for a relaxed chat and coffee.

Next pop-in Tuesday | Ith February
CONTACT: MARY PALMER—01474816788

CHIROPODIST

HOME VISITING SERVICE

FOOT CARE AND ADVICE

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

HCPC registered chiropodist/podiatrist with over 20
years’ experience

Anna Mapp MSSCh MBChA
01474 812494 or 07977 465452

anna.mapp773@gmail.com
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/l '\)) HEDGE & FENCING

SPECIALIST

© ALL HEDGES AND SHRUBS TRIMMED, REDUCED AND REMOVED
& STUMP GRINDING SERVICE

© ALL STYLES OF FENCING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

© SLEEPERS AND DECKING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

& ALL STYLES OF GATES SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

TREE STUMP
MHL) REMOVAL
SERVICES

O FULLY INSURED
O REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER

© FREE ESTIMATES Q
CALL MATTHEW ON: OREMAIL #

07796 41 6607 mhlgurden.care@yuhoo.co.uk

OR 01732 822467
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CELLAR 6

SILVERHAND

DOOR

Experience the welcoming atmosphere of the Silverhand
Estate Cellar Door, where every visit reveals the unique
stories behind our exceptional wines.

Monday - Sunday
11:00 - 18:00

Friday
11:00 - 21:00

Silverhand Estate Cellar Door, Luddesdown Rd,
Luddesdown, Gravesend, DAI3 OXE

R +44(0)330 122 5290 silverhandestate § silverhandestate silverhandestate.com

THE YY) LION

u

)

new chef
NEW MENU

Restaurant Hours
Wednesday - Friday | 12-3PM | 6-10PM
Saturday - Sunday | 12-9PM

The Lion, Luddesdown Rd, Luddesdown,
Gravesend DAI3 OXE

BOOK NOW

Qe +44(003301225290  (O) thelionluddesdown § The Lion Luddesdown thelionluddesdown.com




PARISH COUNCIL INFORMATION

LUDDESDOWN PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

Meetings will be held at 7.30pm on Monday

Annual Parish Meeting on |7th March 2025 and the

Annual Meeting on Monday |9th May 2025

All Meetings will be taking place at Luddesdown Village Hall.

http://www.luddesdown-pc.gov.uk/community/luddesdown-parish-council/

Cobham Parish Council Meetings 2025

All meetings will be held in the Meadow Rooms, Main Hall
until further notice. All meetings will start at 7.30pm

4™ February 2025

4™ March 2025

I**  April 2025 — Annual Parish Assembly
I5" April 2025 — Annual Parish Meeting
3" May 2025

39 June 2025

I July 2025

9" September 2025

7" October 2025

4™ November 2025

2" December 2025 — Budget Meeting

http://www.cobham-kent-pc.gov.uk/
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Funeral

i Irene Mary MEDLEY (known as Rene) was born on the 10" January

1 1929 and died on the 18" October 2024 at the age of 95 years. The
i service took place on the 5" December 2024 at Medway

1 Crematorium.

1 The service was conducted by Life Celebrant Scott Lowe.

1

1 Our condolences and prayers go to Rene’s | cousin once removed

1 Frances Dinn and all her friends from Cobham College.

? Zz

COBHAM TREE
SURGERY

IT Solutions Kent Ltd

All aspects of work undertaken

_ Tall & Dangerous Trees
IT5u ppOl’t Hedge trimming
. £5 million Public liability insurance
CCTV - Netvvorklﬂg Most waste organically recycled
Call for a free quotation:
0333 050 2446 07789261474

Stuart@cobhamtreesurgery.co.uk
support@itsk.co.uk WWW.COBHAMTREESURGERY.CO.UK

KCC TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
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Chocolate

A lovely heart-shaped box of chocolates was received on Valentine’s Day
by a young student from her new boyfriend. On the enclosed card was the
inscription: ‘To Helen, with all my allowance.’

Boots

My young daughter needed new boots. When her friend arrived one
morning in a lovely pair of new boots, | asked where she had got them. “At
the store,” she answered.

“Which one?” | asked patiently.

She looked confused, and then down at her boots. “Both of them,” was
her reply.

No news

A traveller was marooned in a small town because of a landslide caused by
heavy rain. It fell in torrents for three days. Looking out of the window of
the restaurant, he finally remarked to the waitress: “This is like the flood.”
“The what?”

“The flood. Surely you have heard about the great flood and Noah and the
Ark?”

“Sorry, sir,” she replied. “The internet’s been down for three days.”

More than cheese

Our choir had worked hard to raise money for new gowns. To celebrate
our achievement, we decided to hold a special concert. The invites went
out, and we were surprised at the amused reaction of our church mem-

bers. Then we reread the invitation. We had invited them to a ‘Concert

with Cheese and Wince.’
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Consilio

Partnership

/V
Garden Design - gardens tailored {o ) your needs
Landscaping - fulllandscaping sefvice
Garden Maintenance - regular visits to one off tidy-ups

Consilio offer a comprehensive range of
garden services through our team of fully
quallfled & experienced profesﬁ’onals

O

4
Lé‘ﬁdscapmg Services include:
driveways-patios-fencing-decking-
water features-planting-turfing-etc.

Please contact us with your enquiry or ask a member of staff

01474 247 Q77
O3 11 381858

enq@consiliopartnership.com
www.consiliopartnership.com
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North Kent Embroiderers

Our last meeting was a fun session prior
to Christmas. Claire had organised a very
challenging quiz for us all to take part in.
The questions relating to embroidery
were particularly testing!

Members enjoyed seasonal snacks of
mince pies and sausage rolls etc provided
by the committee. No meeting would be
complete without some kind of cake or
other snack. Anita has kept us supplied with extremely delicious cakes
over several years but now it is time for her to step down and so Louise
has drawn up a rota for members to volunteer their services as cake sup-
plier for a month starting in May. Time for us all to show our skills maybe?
As usual we had our free raffle, this time with a Christmas theme.

Our post card swap continued with a
theme of ‘insects’ as you can see here in
P4 these beautifully stitched pieces. We
also had a ‘Secret Santa’ sack for those
who wished to put in a festive card that
%/ ye L they had stitched and then to take a
{ \& t (hopefully) different one in return. The

next meeting will be a ‘stitch and chat’
WhICh is a chance to maybe get some help with a tricky piece of embroi-
dery that someone is working on — other members are always willing to
help — or just to continue working on a current piece or even one of those
‘ufos’ - unfinished objects that may be lurking in the cupboard at home!
Whatever it is there will be a chance to catch up with other members
whilst we are sewing.

If you would maybe like to start a new hobby and to join our group or
would just like to find out a bit more about us then please pay us a visit -
look at our website https://northkentembroiderers.co.uk/

or email us at; info@northkentembroiderers.co.uk l_l.';‘-_i@
or contact our Chairman, Eileen on 01474 324734 Happy ?"Jj'!;"
1

stitching, Karen All photos with permission.
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Absolute DIY Services ]()HN GREEN
All aspects of DIY covered, from DEC ()R LTD

hanging a blind to a complete

room makeover, painting / l
decorating, flooring, flat pack
assembly, no job too small, and

all at

N ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING
competitive AND DECORATING
prices. INCLUDING WALLPAPER

HANGING, PAINT
EFFECTS AND SPRAYING
Darren Lawrence wicd) (MR LA ST

Sole Street, =
07841 51 8255 f 01474 812853

Stephen P Gay MEDWAY METALS LTD
Memorials Inc.

Horlocks Buyers of all scrap

metal & car batteries

QUICK PAYMENT

<

SPECIALISTS IN MONUMENTAL 01634 297423
MASONRY
120 Old Road West
G ravesend UNIT 6 SHAMEL PARK, MEDWAY CENTRE EST.

COMMISSIONERS ROAD, STROOD

Kent, DAIIl OLR
Tel: 01474 321003

ME2 4HQ
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February is 'Take your Child to a Library Day', and the 5% is
'World Read Aloud Day.'

A Book of Joy

Who knows what glee a book contains?
What joys we'll find as it explains

New facts to fill our hungry brains;

Or tells a lively tale?

The myst’ries that we will find

As we read books of ev’ry kind

Enlarge the borders of your mind?

A book will never fail!

The joy of words, which, crafted well

Can cast on us a magic spell

Marks upon a page which tell

Of worlds beyond our own!

Words which paint in vivid light
Rainbows in the dead of night

Which make our dull lives shine so bright!
The wonders we are shown!

So, find a library nearby

And help your child to find out why
The world is round, or why the sky
Is such a wondrous blue?

Or read a story, out aloud

Of lands beyond the madding crowd.
Try reading — it will make you proud
Of what a book can do!

By Nigel Beeton
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All Seasons garden Maintenance

Local and reliable service
Grass and Hedge cutting, Border Maintenance, Pruning
Pressure washing,
Full public liability insurance
References available from existing customers
Contact John - Home: 01322 423063 (Based in Gravesend)

Mobile: 07951 429175 Email: boaz26@live.co.uk

APEX PEST CONTROL
Mole catching, Wasp nests, Rodents

24/7 service

Cobham
arquees

AtTENTively Yours...

Here to provide you with a fully personalised service

Catering for garden parties, corporate and sporting events
High specification - best quality equipment used

Site survey and no obligation quotation

Freephone 0800 389 8298
Office 01474 815150 Mobile 07766 681151
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- Robin

%: Hunter

Tree Surgery
Garden Design
Fencing & Gares

Tel: 07775 971380
Email: robinhunt1@ hotmail.co.uk

ce

™V ddmg hair available ort%est

i Hair extension by appoin (Tuesday only)

B/Late Evenings (Monday & Thqfsaays
£5OFF PERMS & COLOURING

o WITHTHIS ADVERT s
= =

p o

HAIR STYU"S"TS
Station Approach, Meopham, Kent -
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Harvel House Café
Ice Cream Parlour
Pizza & Grill

Sweet Shop
www.harvelhousefarm.co.uk

Harvel House, Harvel Lane, Harvel Rd, Meopham
Gravesend, DA13 0DH

f HarvelHouseFarmShop harvelfarmshop g 01474 814433
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b’e Bii-& [ A short story from the Bible |

- ’ _ Jewish teachers used to say Yyou only has
It can be read w the Bible in to forgive people three tunes before
Matthew chapter 18 verses 21-35 before getting revenge, so Peterasked Jesus . .

A kg decided to check)

CYou must never )

stop forgiving. his accounts
=
B —_ 48 S
And Tesus told | Bring m n who
keepiwng coont them a story.. .|\ owes me the most money. )

(One servant owed him Please give me miore (Then the servant saw )
50 million silver coins tume to pay someone who owed him

100 stlver cotns[ |

sorry for you .| /1

Q’our debt s cancetled) (U want my money now!) J

Sell him, his =
\famly,and all he has.

(Please give e more (and they told the king
AAY

==

The other servants found
\out what had happened..)

Bring him here now!)

(You bad man' I forgave you ) (So he was put in) [ TJesus ended by saywng . - .
SO much - why did you not prison =
fo rgu/e 2 —

Because God
has forgcven
you so much,
you must forgive
others wcth

all your heare.

It was a freezing cold day in January when we went for a little drive to the
Riverside Leisure area in Gravesend, not
somewhere we usually venture in mid-winter!
The Gordon Lake was frozen and the swans
and ducks were restricted to a small pool of
water. | keep away from the swans they
make strange noises, hissing and flapping
about their giant wings -
bit scary! When we
arrived it was foggy, but as
the sun began to shine the
fog lifted and we had an
enjoyable, if chilly, walk.
Sadly the café was closed
so there was no hot
chocolate for the editor...
never mind.

Love and licks Paddy




Need a Plumber?

Your local plumber is

Graham Hickson

Reliable, prompt and reasonable prices

20% discount on labour with this magazine

Graham Hickson

07968 551 562 g.hickson@btinternet.com

VAT Sole Free Trader

Based I Cobham
covering all kent

~ Buitioh Witl Witews

07942999010
hiipe//www btishwillwriters.com

ADVERTISING RATES IN THE MAGAZINE
Page Size | Year 6 months | month Dimensions (mm)

Wills & Trusts
Powers o1 Attomey

Totally Confidential

Friendly and Professional
Free Consultafion

Vs page  £60 £36 £13 W65 H:90
Vapage  £105  £56 £18 W:135 H:90
Fullpage £195  £100 £34 W:135 H: 185

Con act JI n g#lvc%aéeg on 01732 823936

tinternet.com
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Wordsearch for February 2025

February opens with Candlemas — the naming of Jesus in the temple. Sime-
on and Anna praised God to see the promised Messiah, sent by a loving
God to save his people. February also celebrates the love between men and
women: Valentine cards and wedding fayres abound. ‘Love’ as in social
compassion is also remembered: Fair Trade fortnight, Holocaust Memorial
Day, World Leprosy Day, Education Sunday and National Nest Box
Week.... Love is truly needed by everyone!

naming Christ Candlemas Simeon Anna temple love Valentine
romance Matthias Fairtrade Fortnight coffee bananas chocolate
justice poverty nest box marriage wedding Holocaust leprosy

education sunday

35



e

TWO WOMEN EVENTS

Present:

CHRIS DIFFORD

from SQUEEZE

Thursday 13th February 2025

ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH, COBHAM
7pm for 7:30 start, tickets: £24 in advance, £29 on the door
Details and tickets:
www.twowomenevents.com
Free Public Car Park Nearby
Fully Licensed Cash Bar
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