I am the resurrection and the life.

www.stevemaraboli.com

Deadline for September to November 2022 edition
Tuesday 26 July 2022
Please send all articles for inclusion in the next
edition to the Circuit Administrator at:

Yeovil and Blackmore Vale Circuit Office
Vicarage Street Methodist Church
Middle Street, Yeovil
BA20 1JZ
01935 432173 / 07423 837504
yandbvcircuit@gmail.com

Sherborne Castle
River Cale,
Grounds
Wncanton

Nine Springs Country Park, Yeovil

Our Mission Statement

www.yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.uk

To Know God’s Love, To Show God’s Love,
To Share God’s Love
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From the Circuit Office
Hello everyone, for those of you who have not
heard, I am with you for a little longer, but I have
reduced my hours further. It is hoped to appoint
a new Circuit Administrator in late summer. And
yes, the Bridge Magazine is still in the old format.
For the moment I will be working in the office on
Wednesdays between 9am and 2.30pm, I continue to work from
home on Tuesdays and Thursdays 9am-1pm. As before I have full
access to the circuit email. Messages left on the office
answerphone are being retrieved regularly for more urgent matters
I can be contacted on 07423 837504 during working hours.
Annual Leave: If still with you I will be on annual leave during
the week commencing 22nd August, returning on Thursday
1st September.
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY:

Come and enjoy a morning of madness and messy crafts!
Painting, sticking, making, cooking, singing,
stories, printing, building, eating and MUCH MORE!!
All Families, Grandparents, Carers welcome!

25 June, 23 July, 27 August
St Marks Methodist Church, Yeovil
10.00 - 12.30pm
For more details please contact
Lindsay Parsons on 07817 271001

Circuit Meeting—Tuesday 14 June—7.30pm at Bell Street United
Church, Shaftesbury
Please continue to send your News and upcoming events for the
Bridge Magazine to the Circuit Office.
Items for the next edition should be received well before Tuesday
26th July, 2022 Many thanks.
If you are contributing by email could you please identify each
contribution (image or article) with the name of your church or
group. It helps identify them much more easily.

Helen.

Come and enjoy a morning of madness and sticky crafts!
Sticking, making, cooking, singing,
stories, colouring, eating and MUCH MORE!!
All Families, Grandparents, Carers welcome!

4 June, 2 July, 6 August
Cheap Street Church, Sherborne

If you are submitting photographs for publication in the
Bridge Magazine please ensure that anyone portrayed in
picture is aware that it is being taken and may be published. It
is particularly important that written parental consent is
obtained to publish pictures of children.
2

10.30 - 12.00pm
Let’s see what sticks…
For more details please contact Lynn
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01963 251747

From The Revd Lin Francis
June 2022
Dear Friends,
Geoff and I have just been sent a video clip of our two grandsons
jumping from a large pouffe to the settee and back. It is hilarious,
the laughter, the bravery, the joy they are having. The mum of one
of them tells the youngest (two year old) to stop just as he is about
to jump, but it was too late. As soon as he landed he ran to her and
said, ‘I did it, I’m all okay’. He already knows about his aunts
concern and care, but has that independence at the same time. Was
this blind trust or simply foolishness!
We see all of this in the world today don’t we? Covid-19 is still very
much with us, do we still wear masks for protection, not so much.
The Russian invasion into the Ukraine, is a selfish power game, I
want that country to be part of mine, I want to rule the world no
matter who gets killed. The NHS is still struggling, the staff who are
burnt-out, the backlog of operations and appointments etc. This
week Pharmacies in one part of the country have been given
permission to prescribe some medications to patients over the
counter. Is this a step too far for doctor’s who could feel that their
job is taken off them or will they be relieved. The cost of living has
escalated and we all are noticing the difference and so we have to
be careful with our finances. I have heard a few people say that
giving to the church will have to stop, this actually means that the
giving to God is insignificant, but we all have choices to make,
priorities to choose. This week I have been reminded that during
WWII the advice was ‘Keep going to Church, keep worshipping God.’
The difficult times we live in are not just in the world and secular
society. In our Circuit and local churches we have difficult decisions
to make and not to make them lightly, but prayerfully. Yeovil want
to keep a Methodist presence in Yeovil, but don’t have the
resources people, money and appropriate building to run all three
churches. Their decision making need to be for the future of God’s
Kingdom on earth, not the present. Gillingham are desperately
trying to find ways to keep going, but have had no success as of
yet. The Circuit are re-jigging how the assessment should be
calculated to be fair to all the churches. We are looking at the
22
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finances knowing that we run with a very heavy deficit, do we
reduce ministerial staff, do we sell manses. With churches closing
we will need to re look at which churches the ministers have
pastoral care of and if we can justify keeping the same staff levels.
All of these decision will be difficult and affect everyone, some more
than others. Your prayers for what God would have us do are vital.
Choose God and His way.
At Motcombe we are studying the book of Romans and this last
week we were considering Romans 8: 18-39. We explored what Paul
had to say about hope and about trusting in the Lord. I am going to
close with leaving you with these few verses:
Romans 8: 18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed to us.
Verse 24-25 …Hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for
what he already has? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we
wait for it patiently.

Verse 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

St Mark’s Methodist Church, Chelston Ave, Yeovil BA21 4PU
Thursday mornings 9.30-11am
For more information please contact Lynn Heaton
07421 824840 or email family_worker@outlook.com

Romans 8:38-39 For I am convinced
that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Let us jump to the Lord, choosing
him, trusting him, relying on him by
making the decisions necessary for
his work to continue for many, many
years to come.
May he bless us all.

Lin

4
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Cheap Street Church
with Longburton Chapel
http://www.yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.uk/our
-churches/cheap-street
http://cheapstreetchurch.co.uk/index.php
http://www.yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.uk/ourchurches/longburton/

We had a Church truly resplendent with Easter decorations from the
talents of our faithful ladies.
Also the wooden cross which stands alongside our entry path was
decorated with bunches of flowers placed by members of the
congregation as they entered. This meant it was more visible to the
many members of the public as they passed by or sat on the
benches .
We will be welcoming a speaker from Open Doors to our service on
May 8th.
We continue to collect items for Ukraine and other causes at The
Pod and a carload of items has just been delivered to the
distribution centre in Dorchester.
It has been decided that the Songs of Praise at the Longburton
chapel will continue through the winter months but at 3.00pm. As
no morning services are held there we are exploring ways such as
away days/retreats to make its continued use viable.
Janet has been relieved of her responsibilities as Church Secretary
after many years of dedicated service. The title now resides with
me.
We will be having a cream tea for the Jubilee celebrations.
We now welcome The Repair Shop to our hall on a monthly basis
which is now catching on with the public.
We have many positive comments from the public regarding our
church gardens these days again thanks to the stirling work of a
number of people who combine creativity with therapy.
Don Farquharson
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Bell Street United Church,
Shaftesbury with Ashmore Chapel
http://www.yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.
uk/our-churches/bell-street-shaftesbury/

For the chilDREN
(and the young at heart)

http://www.yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.
uk/our-churches/ashmore/

Gillingham Methodist Church
http://yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.uk/our-churches/gillingham/

Music at Gillingham Methodist Church:
www.musicatgmc.org.uk
Gillingham Community Cinema:
www.filmatgmc.org.uk

Our weekly Sunday Worship has continued with
Leadership from Lin , various local preachers
and with help from friends in Yeovil and Cardiff. During Lent each
week we added a symbol to the bare cross, culminating in nails on
Good Friday and Flowering the Cross on Easter Day, when
the Cross was displayed outside for all to see.
On Maundy Thursday evening we were led by Lin in a Tenebrae
Service {Light into Darkness) On Good Friday we worshipped at 10
a.m then joined the other Churches in Gillingham for a Walk of
Witness, when the Brass Band played outside our building. We then
provided Coffee and Hot Cross Buns.
Our Ladies Circle Meeting continues to meet twice a month with
varied speakers and visits to interesting local places.
Our buildings are used by local groups Dancing, History Society,
Band practises and Choirs. We are now looking forward to May
13th when a Very Special Concert is to be held in aid of the
Ukrainian appeal. Organised by our own organist Gordon Amery,
we are to be treated to music from some very famous organists on
two different organs,a trumpeter and much more.
A once in a lifetime occasion and one not to be missed. All
performers are giving their services for the appeal.
Pearl Evans

6

19

HIS NAME

Hazelbury Bryan Methodist Chapel

Find the Names of Jesus in the grid (they could be vertical / horizontal /
diagonal / backwards or forwards.

www.yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.uk/our-churches/hazelbury-bryan

Exciting things are happening at Hazelbury Bryan
Methodist Church.
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PRAYER AND REFLETION TIME
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If you would like time to yourself in a safe, quiet space, our
Church will be open from; 2pm – 3pm every MONDAY afternoon.
DO COME AND JOIN US.
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The NEW ENCOUNTER YOUTH CLUB will be meeting every Friday
during school term at 6.30pm – 7.30pm Ages from 6yrs - +13’s
ALL ARE WELCOME
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OUR YOUTH FELLOWSHIP GROUP will be meeting every Sunday
Afternoon at 4PM – 5PM
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EVERLASTING FATHER
PRINCE OF PEACE
MIGHTY GOD
WONDERFUL
COUNSELLOR
ABBA
LORD
REDEEMER
LIGHT OF THE WORLD

KING OF GLORY
LAMB OF GOD
SON OF GOD
MESSIAH
JESUS
GOD WITH US
TEACHER
KING
CHRIST
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FRIDAY

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH THERE WILL BE A FAMILY
SEVICE at 4pm-5pm where everyone is welcome to come and
join in with song, story, craft and fun at our OUR ‘NEW
EXPRESSION’ SERVICES.

ALPHA
OMEGA
FATHER
SAVIOUR
THE MOST HIGH
I AM
ETERNAL GOD
CREATOR
7

Kings Stag Methodist Chapel

led by Rev Judy. Around 80 attended the lunch, which was much
appreciated.

www.yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.uk/our-churches/kings-stag

Easter morning dawned bright and early for some! As there was
breakfast to prepare at Vicarage Street. What a treat was in store for
us! Tables decorated for the season, the aroma of bacon butties as
we arrived, with a ‘sideboard’ laid out full of fruit, juices, cereals,
make your own toast, many other ‘goodies’, full marks to Daniel—or
should I say the catering team! As the breaking of our fast came to
an end we all partook of Holy Communion, led by Dick around our
tables.

On Saturday, 16th
April, 2022, we held
an Easter Tea Party at Kings’
Stag Chapel. It was well attended & a happy time was had by
all.
Norma Le Poidevin.

Marnhull Methodist Chapel
http://yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.uk/our-churches/marnhull/

We welcomed new faces including a couple passing through from
Fordingbridge. We then moved into Church for our Easter Service,
led by Alan with some robust singing along with some robust organ
music by Jan!
The cross on the lawn was decorated with flowers as people came
into Church.

Motcombe Methodist Church
http://yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.uk/our-churches/motcombe/

Little geranium plants were given to the Little Sunbeams
group and also to church people on Mothering Sunday.

A lot of thought, work and time had been put in by many people to
make this Easter really very special and we say a big ‘thankyou’.
The lovely spring weather was a ‘Godsend’ as well as acknowledging
that the risen Lord was amongst us.
ALLELUIA!

Bible Study restarted after a 3 week Easter break. We continue with
our study of Romans.
Lunch and soup clubs have now settled back into the schoolroom .
Coffee mornings are on Fridays at 10.30 -11.45am in the
schoolroom. Do come and join us if you are in the vicinity.

Thelma

Pentecost Praise Service
All Age Worship

Ladies’ Fellowship. Our new 2022 programme is now being
followed after much being cancelled in 2021 due to Covid
restrictions. The World Day of Prayer service which was written by
Christian women from England, Wales and Northern Ireland took
place in St. Mary’s church this year. The theme of the service was ‘I
know the plans I have for you’ and was based on the verses from
Jeremiah Ch. 29 v1-14. Angie also made Irish cakes, English scones
and Welsh cakes which we all enjoyed after the service. £104 was
collected for WDP costs and its charities. At our April meeting
Maureen used flowers in the Ukrainian flag colours to make a

We will be having a picnic & games after the 10:30 service which will then lead into
this service.

8
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Vicarage Street
Methodist Church, Yeovil
Sunday 5th June at 3pm.

Vicarage St.
http://
yeovilblackmorevalemc
.org.uk/our-churches/
vicarage-street/

A lent course has been held on zoom and also in
person at Preston Road—entitled ‘The Greatest
Love Story’ - prepared and led by Rev Ruth,
exploring God’s love for each and everyone of us
in various situations—our own lives and that of
our Church. During our last meeting we were
joined by some from zoom to take communion
together. It has been a time of discussion,
fellowship and exploration, and to say thank you
to Ruth for leading us during those few weeks.
The following verse was on the prayer sheet, it
leapt out to me!

JESUS was laid in a borrowed manger.
He preached from a borrowed boat;
He fed 5,000 men from a borrowed packed lunch;
He rode into Jerusalem on a borrowed donkey.
He celebrated the last supper in a borrowed room;
They laid His dead body in a borrowed tomb.
Today He still seeks and saves, He preaches and feeds, He blesses
and heals—through lives
HE CAN BORROW!
Our Maundy Service was led by Rev Judy. A small table was set aside
with water jug, towel and basin to remind us of the act of the
washing of the disciples feet. As was the custom, Judy explained,
when entering a house after a long dusty journey, visitors would be
required to remove their sandals and the servant of the household
would clean their feet before joining their host, and how indignant
Simon Peter was when the Lord came to wash his. Jesus went on to
explain that this was an example he wished them to follow—to take
care of each other—even the simple task of washing each others
feet—we are all equal in the eyes of the Lord, whether slave or
master—higher or lower rank. Following Holy Communion, lights
were dimmed and the final hymn was left in silence.

beautiful flower arrangement that we were able to
display in church the following Sunday. (See
bigger picture in Centre pages)
Stella Taylor
Things don’t always turn out as hoped. For 10 years we have
displayed posters around the village, each with it’s own different
Easter Message.
Each one also had one or two words added to
it. Children and adults are encouraged to find the ‘words’ and put
them in order to make a text, then on Good Friday come to the
church to find the reference and collect a Read Easter Egg
reward.
For the first time this year no one did it on the
day.
Natalie had prepared crafts including making an Easter
Garden. 2 families came and enjoyed themselves.
About 12 adults came and enjoyed coffee and hot cross buns. We
made drinks outside but hardly anyone was passing by. It seemed
most people had gone on holiday or gone out for the day to enjoy
the lovely weather.

Not what we hoped, prayed, and worked hard for BUT a message
was posted on Facebook to say there were Easter Eggs in the Church
Porch and by Tuesday afternoon they were all gone. We pray the
Easter story was read and seeds were sown.
As the disciples discovered that first Easter things don’t always go
as we plan.
Margaret Wooldridge.

The walk of Witness of Churches together took place on Good
Friday—a short service at St John’s before making their way to
Vicarage Street for a Frugal lunch. For those not able to join the
walk from the various town churches, Vicarage Street had been set
out with Stations of the Cross with reflections and a time of quiet
(Continued on page 17)
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Sturminster Newton Methodist

Yeovil Methodist Church

http://yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.uk/our-churches/sturminster-newton

Based at
Preston Road, St Mark’s & Vicarage Street

Easter Services
Our Good Friday Service was taken by Deacon Rebekah-Joy Spinks
and afterwards, at 12 noon we joined in the ecumenical service at
the Cross in the Market Square. This services was also led by
Rebekah-Joy. Our Easter Sunday service was taken by Rev. Margaret
Oxenham and our congregation were invited to bring a few
flowerers to decorate a wooden cross. Holy Communion completed
the service.
Sturminster and Kings Stag Churches are becoming one society
from September 2022. We are holding a Vision Afternoon on Friday
10th June to find the way forward and confirm necessary church
officers etc.

Yours prayers would be appreciated for this new venture.
Chris Lydford
(Senior Church Steward)

During the past quarter our Sunday Services
have been shared between the buildings at
St Mark’s and Vicarage Street—6 weeks at
each. Once a month Service is split for an
earlier all age worship followed by coffee,
then a more traditional style of service.
Preston Road continues to hold the Tuesday
Fellowship Group and once a month they
meet informally at the Arrow for a meal.
Scrabble Club is now meeting as are other
activities with visiting groups.

Preston Road
http://
yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.uk
/our-churches/preston-road

At St Mark’s the Good Fellowship Club meets and once a month a
Community lunch is held. Messy Church and Uniformed groups are
meeting on a regular basis.
Coffee, Crafts and Chat on a Tuesday at Vicarage Street is well
supported and much appreciated with a Friday Coffee morning in
the offing.
‘Memories’ was the theme of our Mothering Sunday Service. We
were reminded of the early days of photography.
Dick shared some of his collection of old photos,
how people were snapped in the street or studio, to
go in the family album and how taking photos has
moved on in the digital age. But most importantly
how memories, good and bad, are stored in our
own hearts and minds—a record of our life’s
St Marks
journey, just as Mary—the mother of Jesus—would
have kept and pondered in her heart all the
http://
journies she and others took with her son, from the
yeovilblackmorevacradle to the grave. A big thank you to all who had
lemc.org.uk/ourprepared such delightful and colourful posies given
churches/st-marks
out at the close of the service.

10

15

and Romania, to offer assistance to internally displaced peoples and
to refugees.
So far, HIA have reached 26,187 people with lifesaving aid, shelter,
truckloads of food (345 metric tons), water, sanitation and health
support, as well as offering vital information for refugees and
internally displaced people.
Through the DEC emergency appeal, Christian Aid has donated £1
million for trauma first aid kits and £1 million for urgently needed
medical and pharmaceutical equipment, items and supplies, for
Ukraine, through our partner Crown Agents. Our partner is working
directly with Ukraine’s Ministry of Health to supply these kits to
those caught up in the fighting.
Thank you for your support.
Finding Safety Natalia, and her two
children, Igor, 9, and baby girl Nastia,
2 months, are the first family to stay in
a shelter supported by our partner
Hungarian Interchurch Aid in Lviv,
western Ukraine. Nastia is also the
youngest internally displaced person
there.
The shelter is in a church building and was established at the very
beginning of the war. A priest runs it and says they shelter 150
refugees daily. Some refugees rest for a short time there and some
stay longer. Women and children are prioritised so that they don’t
need to sleep at overcrowded railway stations.
Wider consequences of the war The conflict in Ukraine has wider
impacts across the world too. The effects of the war on global food
production stretch to the families we featured in Christian Aid week
resources in Zimbabwe. People already vulnerable to famine
through climate change face added pressure due to price increases
to seeds and food. But with your support for Christian Aid we join
together to stand alongside vulnerable families to bring hope and to
change lives. As ever, we are incredibly grateful that you stand
alongside us to enable positive change to happen.

FASS Club
The FASS Club is a Circuit club for the
over fifties. Its based at St Mark’s as
currently only members from Yeovil
attend, but if we had more members
from the circuit we could meet anywhere
and we could meet at different venues.
FASS Club continue to meet weekly on Zoom. They share
memories, photos, games etc & would be delighted if anyone
else from the circuit would like to join them.
Anyone wishing to be involved should email Richard England
at rje@england-family.org or call on 01935 850726

Tisbury Methodist Church
http://yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.uk/our-churches/tisbury/

Wincanton Methodist Church
http//www.yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.uk/our-churches/wincanton

Yetminster Methodist Church
www.yeovilblackmorevalemc.org.uk/our-churhes/yetminster

David Hart
Church Engagement and Fundraising Officer
dhart@christian-aid.org
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Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal
Christian Aid’s Response
In response to the terrible
events in Ukraine we’re
working with 3 partner
organisations in the ACT
Alliance;
Hungarian
Interchurch Aid (HIA) in
Ukraine and Hungary, the
Lutheran World Federation
(LWF) in Poland, and Swiss Church Aid (HEKS) in Ukraine, Hungary
(Continued on page 14)

Above—Flowers at Motcombe Methodist Church in the Ukrainian flag
colours.
Opposite—Easter Morning Sunrise on Okeford Hill, see also picture on back
cover. (Photos Sent in by Anne Cook)
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