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There’s hardly time
Posted by Bishop Nick Baines on his blog which can be found at
https://nickbaines.wordpress.com/
According to Emily Dickinson, “to
be alive is so amazing, there’s
hardly time for anything else.”
I think I know what she meant.
One of the gifts of the current
coronavirus crisis is to force an
awareness of the fragile wonder
of simply being alive, of what it is
to be mortal. Gift? In the face of
so much pain, bereavement,
economic ruin and uncertainty?
Really?

Well, it depends how you choose to face the present reality. It won’t
go away, will it? Wishing it was different won’t change anything. We
can direct our anger and grief at the people we want to criticise:
government, politicians, scientists who can’t agree, people who break
the rules. Or we can take the opportunity to appreciate afresh how
fragile life actually is.

2|Page

MAY 2020

I heard from a friend the other day who tells me that the sheer
business of ‘normal’ life has been useful in keeping the hard
questions at bay. Just keeping going has offered a convenient firewall,
enabling him to avoid asking if all the activity, work, relentless
pressure is really what his life should be about. Strip it all away and
the questions can’t so easily be avoided.
Not everyone is at the same place. And you can’t compel anyone to
ask questions they don’t want to ask. But, forced by circumstances to
stay at home (and run meetings on Zoom), I intend to think hard
about how I shall live and work and prioritise in a changed future. I
need to think again about the value of what I used to think mattered
most.
For, having often maintained that the beginning of freedom for
human beings is the acceptance of mortality (and its implications),
and faced by the existential challenges of so many people’s current
suffering, I can only then go on to ask the consequent questions of
why I matter and how I should then live.
Being alive is a gift not to be taken for granted or squandered.

+++++
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Clergy Pages.
Strange Times.
Well I think it is true to say we are living in and through strange and
difficult times at the moment which are putting a strain on people of
all ages. It is not easy following the governments advice to stay home
and save lives! It takes a lot of self-restraint not to go out and visit
family and friends but if we watch the news then we know how
important it is! We have a responsibility to everyone around us to
keep to the social distancing rules so that everyone stays safe!! It can
be particularly difficult for those living alone, for grandparents not
being able to care physically for their grandchildren and vice versa,
and for family members not living at home to have to keep physically
isolated from parents and friends. But, thank goodness for phones
and the internet and for all the wonderful ways we can see our loved
ones even if we can’t touch them – Skype, FaceTime, WhatsApp,
Zoom! I would encourage everyone to keep in touch this way if you
can; not only with your family, but also with those you know who live
alone and may be particularly vulnerable or lonely. At times of crisis
we see so much good in people and we thank everyone who has
reached out to help others.
Our buildings may be closed but the church is alive.
We have a WhatsApp group where we pray together every morning
and offer words of encouragement or requests for prayer to those in
the group. If you would like to join the group just let me have your
email and mobile no!
Those with no access to WhatsApp have copies of the Morning Prayer
service and they too pray at home at 10am so we are all joined
together as one family in Christ!
Our Sunday services continue but in a very different way and these
are all available on the benefice website
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(www.theemmanuelteam.org.uk). Again these are also available in
hard copy if you let me know!
There will be different services available to join too and these will be
using Zoom so that we can be interactive and pray for and with
others!
As I said we are still here and still active!!
Holy Week and Easter were very different this year as we found new
ways to meditate and celebrate at home but from all the feedback I
have had it seems that everyone enjoyed the material we were able
to produce and were able to walk with Jesus through that time to the
cross and beyond! We will celebrate again once we can get back into
our buildings!
It is said that seven days without prayer makes one weak! So, as well
as the Morning Prayer service being available, I have also included in
this magazine a page for daily prayer based on the acronym PRAY
with readings and intercessions. I hope that you will find this useful
I have recorded an assembly for the school this week and it was
about courage and hope.
Someone once described Christian hope as “intelligent optimism” –
not whistling in the dark full of fear and dread and thinking the worst,
but an intelligent optimism because we know that Jesus overcame
the terrors of Good Friday and rose from the dead on Easter morning,
is alive for evermore, and promises to be with us whatever the
situation or circumstances we have to face. His arms, open wide on
the cross, embrace us all. As Christians we are not promised a
trouble-free life or world. But hope is about finding inner resources
and strength because we know we don’t have to face them alone, but
with the presence of the risen Jesus who dwells in our hearts through
the Holy Spirit.
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Please stay safe and stay in touch with one another and with God!!
God bless
Julie

Blindingly Obvious!
Big deep breath - I begin with the blindingly obvious! We are in a
crisis, the global Coronavirus pandemic, and dealing with massive
human losses to this new disease, Covid-19. Life is very different for
all of us. Some of that is alarming and frightening. We can’t meet
together physically even with family members unless we actually
share a home with them. I realise how fortunate I am to be married
to Jeremy at this time and to have that companionship that a
covenant relationship brings.
We can’t worship together in our beloved church buildings.
We know people who have the Covid-19 disease.
We know nurses - and doctors and paramedics and carers …. we hear
about the numbers affected daily on the news.
But there are strange blessings instead. One blessing comes from the
rules that government has laid down for life in lockdown. We stay
safe by staying home except for daily exercise, getting essential
supplies (food, medication) and helping in practical ways e.g. our
neighbours. We do not go any nearer to others than 2 metres. By so
doing we support all the key-workers without whom our nation could
not function. This is the kind of comradeship that Captain Tom’s
generation experienced in wartime.
Many of us have delighted in the reduced air and noise pollution from
transport, the joys of spring - young leaves, flowers, wild and
cultivated, and, in the stunning weather, birds, bees and butterflies.
Those of us with allotments are allowed to visit our plots - with
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stringent regulations on physical distancing, length of stay and
hygiene - and gardeners are revelling in more time for their gardens
at home.
I am loving cooking, not just old favourite recipes but experimenting a
bit too. And slow food as well as fast food! Like many other people, I
have made face masks for Jeremy and for me. A friend has gone
further and is making hospital scrubs. There is creativity wherever
you look and listen - the children’s rainbows, poetry and live music,
ways of staying fit when you are cooped up, and wonderful ways of
fundraising.
Part of the difference in this pandemic has been that so many people
are now computer-literate. We were called the “silver surfers”, and
cut our IT teeth on the Sinclair ZX84!! The generation below us have
had the internet most of their lives and the generation below them
have had their own “screens” all their literate lives!!
Last Sunday evening, we watched a moving concert on BBC1: “One
World, Together at home”. Singers and musicians recorded in their
own homes, sometimes harmonising with people they may never
have met in the flesh. It was as tribute to healthcare workers
worldwide. We have just seen the Comic Relief “Big Night In”, very
funny, very inventive and drawing in contributions from right across
the country. I loved Peter Kay’s updated “Road to Amarillo” - I know
some people who sent in videos for inclusion in the film. And I can
understand why. You would want to be part of that joyful event!
The Christian Church has always responded to crises. Sometimes we
have been radical trail-blazers, sometimes we have been the
conservatives, holding on to the good old ways. This time, church has
adapted to lockdown with astonishing speed - Our 2 Archbishops
have given strong leadership, own diocesan Bishop, Nick Baines has
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been most impressive and we even got to see Spring Harvest in the
days immediately after Easter, in our own homes.
Here in the Emmanuel Benefice we have Sunday morning services
led by Julie every week and Morning Prayer all other days. This means
that we we all worship together, reading the same bible readings,
praying some of the same prayers, at the same time. Holy Week was
particularly special. The Christian meditation group continues to meet
once a week at the same time - 5.30pm on Thursday. And last
Wednesday Julie led us in a Praise service on Zoom. A month ago I
had never heard of Zoom - now I can zoom with anyone!! Our Whats
App group (Agape by name) offers an ongoing chatroom where we
can talk to one another, ask for prayers for people we care about and
join together for daily worship. Sometimes we discuss the bible
readings. Our Emmanuel Benefice website has new material regularly
and links to our worship. And of course Focus is available online too .
For those of you without computers and / or mobile phones, we
make sure that you have paper copies of anything you want to be
part of. I find it a real blessing to be able to worship in my own home,
staying safe with Jeremy, but linked so strongly with my church
family.
I believe that our faith will be strengthened by this crisis and that we
will look back on this period as a time of simplicity, creativity and
growth in faith.
Stay faithful
Stay safe
Stay in touch
Debby
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Further Thoughts.
During a recent Praise Service, I read a section from John 10 where
Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd. There was a bit of discussion
about what Jesus meant by “I have other sheep who are not of this
fold (or flock) … there will be one flock, one Shepherd”. This little
thought takes that idea a bit further.

“The Mirror and the Light” is the third book in Hilary Mantel’s trilogy
about Thomas Cromwell and the king he served, Henry VIII. The
previous 2 books have each won the Man Booker Prize. It is a long
book and I am about 2/3 of the way through, living for an hour each
day in 1538 AD. The Christian faith was at that time at war within
itself, with Lutherans in Germany and the Netherlands and Roman
Catholics in Italy, France and Spain keeping a close eye on England
where Henry had broken with Rome and declared himself the
supreme leader of the English Church. Men and women were being
declared heretics and put to death regularly for being the wrong kind
of Christian. A translation of the Bible into English existed and Henry
had spoken of wanting it to be available in all English churches but
had not yet enacted that. Its translator had already been executed.
Yet this is what Jesus said ….

I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just
as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my
life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.
I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will
be one flock, one shepherd.
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In 1219. Francis of Assisi and a small group of friars joined a troopship
travelling to Egypt carrying soldiers to the Crusades. Their aim was to
prevent men from killing each other. At Damietta in Egypt
they disembarked and Francis asked to be taken to see the Sultan
Malik al Kamil, the commander of the Muslim forces there. He could
have been executed but the man he met was a truly godly man, a
scholar of the Holy Quran, a man of prayer and deep hospitality. He
recognised in Francis a common humanity and a similar depth of
faith. He invited Francis to stay with him for several weeks and both
were changed by the experience - they respected each other and
became true friends. One lovely aspect was that Francis watched al
Kamil at prayer and vice versa. Francis particularly liked hearing al
Kamil reciting the 99 names of God and when he returned home,
wrote his own version ….. And on the 800th anniversary, we and our
Franciscan group experienced wonderful hospitality at a Mosque
(Masjid) in Harehills Leeds celebrating the famous meeting of there
Sultan and the Saint.
The Praises of God
Lord God:
you alone are holy,
you who work wonders!
You are strong, you are great,
you are the Most High,
you are the almighty King,
you, holy Father, King of heaven and earth.
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Lord God: you are Three and you are One,
you are goodness, all goodness,
you are the highest Good,
Lord God, living and true.
You are love and charity, you are wisdom,
you are humility, you are patience,
you are beauty, you are sweetness,
you are sefety, you are rest, you are joy,
you are our hope
and our delight,
you are justice, you are moderation
you are all our wealth
and riches overflowing.
You are beauty, you are gentleness,
you are our shelter, our guard
and our defender,
you are strength, you are refreshment,
you are our hope.
you are our faith.
you are our love,
you are our complete consolation,
you are our life everlasting,
great and wonderful Lord,
all powerful God, merciful Savior!
Amen.
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It is our Lord Jesus Christ who is the Good Shepherd - and the gate for
the sheep. Only he has the right to say who is in his sheepfold and
who is outside. If we presume to decide it for him, we must ask what
our motivation is. He prayed at his Last Supper “Father, may they all
be one, as you and I are one”. Elsewhere Jesus says “By their fruits
you will know them” The apostle Paul later said “ the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control”. For the last 100 years (Happy Birthday,
Captain Tom Moore!! This is your lifetime!), Christians have been
working to undo the wreckage of disunity by reassembling the holy
and universal church. How easy it is to break up ! How much harder
to reconnect! Big strides have been made but much more is needed.

Our Muslim brothers and sisters, including those at Ghausia Masjid in
Lockwood who invited our Lent study group to join them for their
community “Big Iftar” last Ramadan, are in lockdown Ramadan this
month. Let us make it a daily discipline to pray for them this Ramadan
and to remember that the prophet Isa (peace be upon him) and
Maryam his mother (the only woman named in the holy Quran) are
our Lord Jesus Christ and Mary his mother. Together with the Jewish
community to which Jesus belonged, we are all “People of the Book”.
I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just
as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my
life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.
I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will
be one flock, one shepherd.
Amen. God bless us all, Debby
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Here is a way to pray using the
word PRAY. You will see what
each letter stands for and then
some help for each day. I hope
you find it useful!

P stands for (1) Pause – starting prayer with a few
moments of quiet, recollecting the presence of God. ( 2)
Praise & Thanksgiving – a good way to thank God for all
his goodness to us.

R – (1) Reflect.

From praising God for his goodness and
love we are reminded of how often we miss the mark (the
meaning of ‘sin’). We come before God aware of our own
shortcomings and assured of his forgiveness. (2) Read a
passage from Scripture – perhaps start St. Mark’s
Gospel. Scripture is one way that God speaks to us.

A – (1) Action. Prayer and action go together. Has
anything we read in Scripture nudged us to do something?
(2) Asking – it’s only a part of prayer. Each day there are
suggestions for topics and, of course, our own personal
prayers.
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Y – Yield yourself. End with a time of quiet, opening
yourself more and more to the love of God to be used in
his service and in the service of others.

As you prepare each day

P

Pause – Light a candle / listen to piece of music / settle

in a chair.

P

Praise

Monday
The Lord’s name be praised from the rising up of the sun
to the going down of the same. Blessed be the name of
the Lord from this time forth, for evermore. Amen
Give thanks
Tuesday
Blessed be the Lord God Almighty who does wondrous
things; and blessed be his glorious name for ever. Let all
the earth be filled with his glory. Amen
Give thanks
Wednesday
I will magnify you, O God, and I will praise your Name for
ever and ever. Every day will I give thanks to you and
praise your Name for ever and ever. Amen
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Give thanks
Thursday
O praise the Lord with me and let us magnify his name
together. My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord, and
let all people give thanks to his holy name for ever and
ever. Amen
Give thanks
Friday
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live. I will praise my God
while I have my being. O give thanks to the Lord, for he is
gracious; and his mercy endures for ever. Amen.
Give thanks
Saturday
Who is like unto you, O Lord, who is like unto you, glorious in
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? Let old and young
together, young men and women alike, high and low, rich and
poor, one with another, let them praise the name of the Lord.
Amen.
Give thanks
Every Day

R
A

Reflect & Read the Bible
Action & Resolution
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Monday
Praying for the world, our Country, all in authority.
Tuesday
Praying for our community, those who work in the NHS, in
education, in research, those keeping shops open.
Wednesday
Personal Relationships, home and family life, children,
neighbours and those we cannot spend time with at the
moment.
Thursday
For all churches that while they cannot open their doors
the message of God’s love will still be heard.
Friday
The suffering, the hungry, refugees, prisoners, the
persecuted, all who seek to bring care and relief at this
time.
Saturday
For people in need, the sick, those in despair, those with
special needs, those who mourn, remembering those who
have died.
Every Day

Y

Yield yourself to God
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May Day
This month we celebrate May Day – here are some of the origins
from the Farmers Almanac!!
ORIGINS OF MAY DAY
May Day has its roots in astronomy. We’re (about) halfway between
the spring equinox and the summer solstice! It’s one of the Celtic
cross-quarter days, which celebrated the midway points between all
solstices and equinoxes of the year.
As with many early holidays, May Day was rooted in agriculture.
Springtime celebrations filled with dance and song hailed the sown
fields starting to sprout. Cattle were driven to pasture, special
bonfires were lit, and both doors of houses and livestock were
decorated with yellow May flowers.
Later, celebrations evolved to speak more to the “bringing in the
May” with the gathering of wildflowers and green branches, the
weaving of floral garlands, the crowning of a May king and queen,
and the setting up of a decorated May tree, or Maypole, around
which people danced. Such rites originally may have been intended to
ensure fertility for crops and, by extension, for livestock and humans,
but in most cases this significance was gradually lost, so that the
practices survived largely as popular festivities.

The Maypole Dance
Wrapping a Maypole with colourful ribbons might be the most known
tradition that still exists in some schools and towns.
Originally, the Maypole was a living tree brought in from the woods
with much merrymaking. Ancient Celts danced around the tree,
praying for good crops and fertility. For younger people, there was
the possibility of courtship. If paired by sundown, the courtship
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continued so that the couple could get to know each other and
married 6 weeks later on June’s Midsummer’s Day. This is how the
“June Wedding” became a tradition.
In the Middle Ages, all villages had Maypoles. Towns would compete
to see who had the tallest or best Maypole. Over time, this Old
English festival incorporated dance performances, plays, and
literature. People would crown a “May Queen” for the
day’s festivities.
The strict Puritans of New England considered the celebrations of
May Day to be licentious and pagan, so they forbade its observance,
and the springtime holiday never became an important part of
American culture as it has in many European countries.
However, the Maypole dance became a common rite of spring at
colleges from the late 19th century through the 1950s. Seen as a
wholesome tradition, this celebration often included class plays,
Scottish dancing, Morris dancing, a cappella concerts, and various
cultural dancing and music displays.
In the 1960s and 1970s, interest waned; the May Queen and her
court became more of a popularity contest. Today, the Maypole
dance is mainly celebrated in schools (from elementary though
college) as a fun spring tradition and sometimes medieval festival.
Julie
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Clapping for the carers.
Thursday evenings at 8pm has become the social highlight of our
week in Armitage Bridge during the lockdown.
It has been heartening to notice the number of people coming to
stand in their doorways increasing week by week, to show
appreciation for all who are working to ensure our safety and wellbeing during this crisis.
It is surprising how many talented musicians there are, with a variety
of drums, whistles, tambourines,
piano, shakers, accordion’s, as well
as pan lids and wooden spoons as
well as car horns from motorists
passing through.The ‘main
attraction’ is Anita on her Karaoke
machine, the first night we had a
rendition of ‘We’ll meet again,
which seems very appropriate,
with the line ‘Don’t know where
don’t know when, but I know we’ll
meet again some sunny day’…very
true!
The second week was ‘You’ll never
walk alone’. Again with words of
reassurance and encouragement…’Walk on…walk on…with hope in
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your heart and you’ll never walk alone’ followed by ‘Happy birthday’
for Paul whose birthday it was on that day.
Week three we had an ABBA number ‘I have a dream’ with the lines ‘I
believe in Angels...something good in everything I see’. Let us
remember that when this is all over!
We are looking forward to week four and continuing the weekly
event…any suggestions for a song?

Next week (April 30th) we will be
clapping and singing ‘Happy 100th
Birthday’ for Captain Tom Moore as
a token of our appreciation for what
he achieved raising millions of
pounds for the NHS. God Bless you
Tom.
Thank you to everyone, paid workers
and the many volunteers, all doing a
first class job in difficult
circumstances…it is very much
appreciated by all.
Take care and God Bless.
Catherine.
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How I am surviving lockdown – a Covid 19 story
Well, I never thought I would be asked to write about such a subject!
Back in December 2019, a mere few months ago, we started hearing
about the Corona virus news from China. Terrible, but a long way
from here and from us. Until suddenly it was here… On 16 March
2020, the government advised everyone to avoid public places as far
as possible and work from home; by 23 March, this was extended to a
national lockdown, with the new Coronavirus Act 2020 on 25 March
giving the government and other authorities unprecedented powers
to disperse gatherings and stop essential travel. In such a short time,
we’ve learned a whole new vocabulary: lockdown, social distancing,
shielding, flattening the curve; these are all now common terms.
So, what has this meant for me? I now can’t attend church (including
church choir and music group practices), Huddersfield Choral Society
rehearsals, go to the gym or run with my fellow Stadium Runners. We
can’t go to watch live football, or even watch it on the TV. We can’t
call into a pub or café for refreshment (and a toilet stop!) on our
longer walks. We can’t go out for a meal, look round a gallery or
attend the theatre. And I can’t meet friends for lunch or afternoon
tea and a jolly good catch up.
I am a person who needs a routine, to know what they are doing, and
to know the difference between one day and the next. The thought of
sitting around and “relaxing” really isn’t me. So, I knew that I needed
to find a new routine and a new “normal”, for how ever long our
lockdown situation lasts.
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Due to the wonders of modern technology, I have managed to
replace many of these regular and valued activities. Every weekday
morning, I don my gym kit and join in the Joe Wicks PE session on
YouTube. I have also found yoga and other exercise classes on
YouTube, which I have dipped into. Every day, usually in the
afternoon, we go for a walk or sometimes I go for a run. The local
walks and views are just outstanding, we are so lucky to have all this
on our doorsteps.
I have joined the church WhatsApp group, Agape, and every day I join
in with morning prayers. The Emmanuel Benefice website is updated
daily with prayers, home worship sheets and readings, and I use this
to guide my prayers. I particularly enjoyed the postings, pictures and
prayers during Holy Week, when Rev Julie recorded the story and
meditations on YouTube, and I enjoyed having the time to really think
about my devotions. And her Sunday services on YouTube are
brilliant! Yesterday, for the first time, we used Zoom for a prayers and
praise session, with about 20 participants; it was so lovely to see
everyone, albeit on screen.
Many theatres and galleries have released shows and exhibitions
online for free during the lockdown. We have watched all the
National Theatre releases (available for the whole week), so Thursday
night has become theatre night (with a break at 8pm for the NHS/key
workers appreciation), and we have watched the Andrew Lloyd
Webber musicals on Friday or Saturday. I read in the weekend
newspaper that a Linda McCartney photo exhibition is being shown
online from the Walker Art Gallery (one of our favourites) in
Liverpool, so we’re looking forward to having a look at that.
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To date, we have been blessed with good weather, so we have
enjoyed more time than usual in the garden. I have planted up our
vegetable plot and am watering it twice daily. We have put out more
bird feeders and a new bird house, and we really enjoy watching the
birds at work and play. Chris has even set up his tripod in the
conservatory and taken some lovely photos of the ones which stay
still long enough! Lots of people are out walking so there’s always
someone to say hello to or have a (socially distanced) chat with.
When I’m out running, there are far fewer cars on the roads so it feels
a bit safer, especially when I have to step into the road to avoid
walkers.
The Choral have weekly events Zoom. This week, I have had vocal
training and enjoyed a rehearsal with many others, probably about 40
each time; again, it is lovely to be able to see everyone on screen. An
associate member who now lives in Abu Dhabi has joined us, too,
because she can! I have had Zoom drinks evenings, WhatsApp
morning coffee and cake, as well as many telephone and WhatsApp
calls, with friends and family both home and abroad. In fact, I have
been in touch more frequently with some than usual.
So, what do I miss? I miss the human contact, the touch, the hug;
whilst I am managing to worship, sing and exercise at home, I am still
physically alone in these. I miss going to the seaside and walking on
the beach. I miss singing in harmony with tens of others. I miss going
to watch football and being in a crowd of tens of thousands. But I
don’t resent the fact that I can’t do those things, because I know that
it is not safe to do them, and safety is the most important thing at the
moment.
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It’s interesting to write all this down and read it back, because it looks
as though I’m coping very well in such a difficult situation. And I am
coping because I’ve found my new “normal” and routine that I need. I
have learned lots of new IT skills and am happy to give anything a go!
I know that, one day, we will be able to get back to our old “normal”
lives, whatever we choose that to be. I know that life will never feel
quite the same again. I will certainly appreciate my liberty and
freedom when that day comes. And I thank God for all the good
things He gives us all, every day.
Caroline Jones
References
https://theemmanuelteam.org.uk/
http://ntlive.nationaltheatre.org.uk/
https://www.andrewlloydwebber.com/the-shows-must-go-on/
https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/walker-art-gallery

24 | P a g e

MAY 2020

Springtime in Lockdown
We may all be in ‘lockdown’ but God’s creation certainly isn’t!
Springtime is bursting forth, working overtime, in this beautiful
weather, fulfilling God’s never failing promise of the turning of the
seasons, and renewal of life after lying dormant over winter.
Now we have time to stop, stare and listen, what an unplanned and
unexpected opportunity we have to observe and appreciate these
free gifts, if only through our window, gardens or our one hour of
exercise out of doors.
The whole of the valley is ‘greening’ as the tree buds are showing
signs of life. I always particularly notice the progress of the ‘sticky
buds’ on the horse chestnut trees; it must be a childhood memory.
Catkins are dangling and dancing, and blossoms are beautiful and
delicate.
The gardens have never looked better, lawns mowed, edges trimmed,
soil turned over ready for seed potatoes, onions, frames up ready for
beans and bedding plants just waiting a few more weeks to avoid the
night frosts, before going into pots, window boxes and hanging
baskets.
The daffodils have been such a welcome sight, now sadly over, but
the colour and vibrancy of the tulips, along with the rockery plant and
early flowering pansies are looking lovely. Our ponds are full of frog
spawn.

The Robins seem to be particularly bold this year, and many of you
will have had one visiting, to see what you are up to.
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I’m not good at recognising individual birdsong, but what varieties
there are. Such joyful sounds and I heard a woodpecker last week and
spotted a buzzard hovering. Twigs are being gathered and nests built.
We are unable to drive
out to see lambs in the
fields; but we know
that lambing is
progressing as usual
thanks to Adam on
Countryfile. What a joy
it will be when we are
‘let out’ after this crisis
is over; we’ll be like
the cattle when they
are released into the
fields after being shut
up in the barns all winter; their pleasure is so obvious, they really
know how to express it, no inhibitions, just fun.
You will have your own ideas of springtime, special memories,
important signs; the regrowth of a certain shrub or plant. Whatever it
is, spring really is a wonderful season.
As we have been re-reading the Psalms, so often the writers are in
praise of God’s creation, it’s beauty, it’s steadfastness, power,
wonder, reassurance and hope.
Thanks be to God.
Catherine Day.
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WhatsApp
There have been lots of other ideas about how to
keep in touch with
one another and one of them is to set up a
WhatsApp group so that folk can talk to one another
and offer prayer and support. If you would like to be
part of our WhatsApp group which will be called
Agape which means love then please let me have your mobile
number so that I can add you to the group.
Julie
+++++
Facebook
Many of us are learning new skills during this lockdown; mastering
matters digital is high on many people’s lists. WhatsApp, Zoom,
Facebook.
The Emmanuel Benefice has a facebook page here:
https://www.facebook.com/TheEmmanuelBeneficeHuddersfield
and Holy Trinity has a facebook page here:
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Trinity-South-Crosland1888410477867130/
Please like both pages and share them with your friends and our
number of followers will grow.
STEWARDSHIP GIVING
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It goes without saying that Covid-19 is presenting many challenges for
us in our daily lives. The main concern is that we all stay well and
healthy, but there are other issues to consider – and one of those is
the financial wellbeing of our 3 Churches in the Emmanuel family.
There are fixed costs involved in running the churches that still have
to be covered whether we are able to worship in the buildings or not.
Many of you make your financial contributions through standing
order and that is great – the money still comes through on a regular
basis.
For those of you who have questioned what you should do with your
weekly stewardship envelopes you may wish to consider setting up a
permanent monthly standing order or temporarily making direct bank
transfers through internet banking. For you, this means that you are
giving your planned contribution, whether you are there or not, and
you don’t have to find the correct amount each week. The advantage
to the Churches is that income is still being received to cover bills
until we are able to meet together again. It also means the PCC’s can
plan expenditure more efficiently and the workload on church
volunteers is reduced by way of less cash being handled and fewer
trips required to the Bank. If changing to this method of giving you
should quote your name as the reference so that we know who is
sending the money.
As an interim measure, if you don’t wish to set up a standing order or
are not in a position to use internet banking, we are happy for you to
post cheques to the 3 Treasurers if this aids your own personal
Of course, if you prefer to use your envelopes, please could you put it
all in one giving envelope and bring it to church when services
resume? Your giving will be gratefully received at that point.
budgeting.
If you wish to give by means other than your stewardship envelopes,
the details you need are:
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ARMITAGE BRIDGE
Sort code 402510 Account number 54356861
Bruce Greenwood, 46 Holmcliffe Avenue, Huddersfield, HD4 7RN
NEWSOME
Sort code 050469 Account number 65206390
Joyce Garside, 8 Ingleton Road, Newsome, Huddersfield, HD4 6QX
SOUTH CROSLAND
Sort code 050348 Account number 30282888
Nicola Chambers, 44 Beaumont Street, Netherton, Huddersfield, HD4
7HE.
If you have any queries about any of this, please do not hesitate to
get in touch with your respective Treasurer who will be happy to
help.
We would like to thank you for your continued financial support to
our Churches, by whatever means. It is very much needed and
appreciated for the running of our buildings and provides valuable
resources for mission and ministry.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also Matthew 6:21.

Lockdown in New Mill
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During this time of social distancing(and being confined to our
house/garden!!) Steve has been finding some interesting things
to do...!!: firstly he's been moving his 50 or so cacti from
indoors(their winter quarters!!) to their summer home in the
greenhouse(quite a prickly job!!).

As the weather and the
garden
blossomed(literally!!) he
also moved his 'live steam'
engines from their 'winter
quarters' to his outdoor
'garden
railway'...meanwhile,Angela
has been spending a lot
more time sorting out the
garden,and reading books
for the book clubs..Woman
in the Window by AJ
Finn(evening book club) and
Capital by John Lanchester
(afternoon book club!!)
Both of us have very much
appreciated joining in with
the services on You
Tube(thankyou Rev Julie),the meditations during Holy Week,
and daily Morning Worship.
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A CELTIC HOUSE BLESSING

God bless this house
from roof to floor
God bless the windows
and the door
God bless us all
for evermore
God bless the house
with fire and light
God bless each room
with thy might
God with thy hand
keep us right
God be with us
in this dwelling site

Books for Sale.
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I still have 5 boxes of books from the church coffee morning, mainly
fiction. If anyone would like some books to read whilst in lockdown, I
am happy to deliver them on my daily walk and leave them on the
doorstep. If anyone has any particular requests or queries, they can
contact me on caroline_f_jones@hotmail.com or 07810 323246.
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Daily readings and prayers

Fourth Sunday of Easter – 3rd May
Acts 2: 42-end, John 10: 1-10
Prayers for Today (Collect)
Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: teach us to
hear your voice and to follow your command, that all your people
may be gathered into one flock, to the glory of God the Father.
Monday 4th Psalm 103, Exodus 32.1-14, Luke 2.41-end
Lord, we praise you, the Lord of all wonder and life. We rejoice that
with you nothing is impossible and that even before we knew it you
were touching our lives and preparing them to be filled with your
love.
Tuesday 5th Psalm 139, Exodus 32.15-34, Luke 3.1-14
Lord, we praise you for your Holy Spirit, who opens our eyes to see
the world, not only as it really is but also as you meant it to be.
Wednesday 6th Psalm 135, Exodus 33, Luke 3.15-22
Lord, we praise you that your presence and power still transform the
world, and the lives of your people, that your being with us still gives
new meaning to all that we do.
Thursday 7th Psalm 118, Exodus 34.1-10, 27-end, Luke 4.1-13
Lord, we praise you for the light and the peace with which you flood
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our lives and for the truth that makes each day worthwhile.
Friday 8th Psalm 33, Exodus 35.20-36.7, Luke 4.14-30
Father, we praise you for the Christ who came and the Christ who still
comes. We praise you for the Christ who will come again.
Saturday 9th Psalm 34, Exodus 40.17-end, Luke 4.31-37
Lord, we praise you for coming to us in the hustle and bustle of life
every day. No matter who we are or what we are doing or facing your
almighty presence and power lifts us and changes us.
Fifth Sunday of Easter – 10th May
Acts 7: 55-end, John 14: 1-14
Prayers for Today (Collect)
Risen Christ, your wounds declare your love for the world and the
wonder of your risen life: give us compassion and courage to risk
ourselves for those we serve, to the glory of God the Father.
Monday 11th Psalm 145, Numbers 9.15-end; 10.33-end, Luke 4.38end
Still our restless hearts, O God, that we may breathe your love.
Tuesday 12th Psalm 19, Numbers 11.1-33, Luke 5.1-11
Still our restless mind, O God that we may hear you speak.
Wednesday 13th Psalm 30, Numbers 12, Luke 5.12-26
Still our restless bodies, O God that we may know you are near.
Thursday 14th Matthias the Apostle
Psalm 16, 1 Samuel 2.27-35, Acts 2.37-47
Still our restless desires, O God, that we may feel your love for us.
Friday 15th Psalm 138, Numbers 14.1-25, Luke 6.1-11
Still our restless spirit, O God, that we may trust your will always.
Saturday 16th Psalm 146, Numbers 14.26-end, Luke 6.12-26
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Still our restless work, O God, that we may freely receive your grace.
In your peace may we find true blessings.
Sixth Sunday of Easter – 17th May
Acts 17: 22-31, John 14: 15-21
Prayer for the Day (Collect)
Risen Christ, by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples:
help your Church to obey your command and draw the nations to the
fire of your love, to the glory of God the Father.
Monday 18th Psalm 65, Numbers 16.1-35, Luke 6.27-38
Lord we pray, for Christians, throughout the world, that each person
may be a servant of Christ, truly and faithfully following his teachings.
Tuesday 19th Psalm 124, Numbers 16.36-end, Luke 6.39-end
Lord we pray, renew peace in our hearts, and give us the courage of
faith in our daily life.
Wednesday 20th Psalm 132, Numbers 17.1-11, Luke 7.1-10
Lord we pray, free us from all prejudice and fear, and deepen our
understanding and our love.
Thursday 21st ‘Ascension Day’
Psalm 110, Isaiah 52.7-15, Hebrews 7. [11-25] 26-28
Jesus is seen in earthly form no more, the risen Christ is ascended
into heaven. He sits at the right hand of God the Father. Yet he has
promised his Spirit will be with us on earth.
Friday 22nd Psalm 20, Numbers 20.1-13, Luke 7.11-17
Lord we pray, show us the way to bring your compassion to the poor,
the sick, the lonely and the unloved.
Saturday 23rd Psalm 21, Numbers 21.4-9, Luke 7.18-35
Lord we pray, for parents and teachers and all those entrusted with
the care of children and young people.
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Seventh Sunday of Easter – 24th May
(Sunday after Ascension Day)
Acts 1: 6-14, John 17: 1-11
Prayer for the Day (Collect)
Risen, ascended Lord, as we rejoice at your triumph, fill your Church
on earth with power and compassion, that all who are estranged by
sin may find forgiveness and know your peace, to the glory of God the
Father.
Monday 25th Psalm 93, Numbers 22.1-35, Luke 7.36-end
Where kindness is treated as weakness or rejected through lack of
grace, forgive us for understanding the gifts of your Spirit.
Tuesday 26th Psalm 98, Numbers 22.36-23.12, Luke 8.1-15
Where goodness is crucified by the power-hungry and passes
unrecognised by a noisy, busy world, forgive us for losing sight of the
gifts of your Spirit.
Wednesday 27th Psalm 2, Numbers 23.13-end, Luke 8.16-25
Where faithfulness is abandoned and no one trusts another anymore,
forgive us for wiping out the gifts of your Spirit.
Thursday 28th Psalm 24, Numbers 24, Luke 8.26-39
Where gentleness is ridiculed and people build their lives round
aggression, forgive us for misrepresenting the gifts of your Spirit.
Friday 29th Psalm 28, Numbers 27.12-end, Luke 8.40-end
Where we lose self-control, giving in to the violence of our emotions,
forgive us for not trusting the gifts of your Spirit.
Saturday 30th Psalm 42, Numbers 32.1-27, Luke 9.1-17
Holy Spirit, forgive us our rejection of your riches; open the hearts of
nations and peoples to receive love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, but start with us!
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CONTACTS
Webpage:

www.theemmanuelteam.org.uk

This magazine may be read in full colour on our webpage!
Ministers and Readers
Rector and Area Dean:

Revd Julie Anderson

962184

julie_anderson51@yahoo.co.uk
42 Beaumont Park Road, Huddersfield,HD4 5JS
Assistant Clergy:

Revd David Kent

324049

Canon Debby Plummer 07762236986
Revd Ann Sykes

603894

Jeremy Plummer

667661

Newsome:

June Richardson

665537

Armitage Bridge:

Pamela Thomas

359270

South Crosland:

Martyn Dean

666325

Julie Dean

666325

Lay Reader
Churchwardens

Webpage and Magazine Contact
Rena Souten

renasouten@theemmanuelteam.org.uk

THE EMMANUEL BENEFICE HUDDERSFIELD
“Offering love and service to our communities in Christ’s name.”
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