ASCENSION DAY

Thursday, 21st May 2020

A Service of the Word for the Deanery of Almondbury & Kirkburton at
the start of Thy Kingdom Come, to be said at home.

Song – Days of Elijah
These are the days of Elijah
Declaring the word of the Lord, yeah
And these are the days of Your servant, Moses
Righteousness being restored
These are the days of great trials
Of famine and darkness and sword
Still we are the voice in the desert crying
Prepare ye the way of the Lord!
Behold He comes, riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun, at the trumpet's call
Lift your voice, it's the year of Jubilee
Out of Zion's hill, salvation comes
And these are the days of Ezekiel
The dry bones becoming as flesh
And these are the days of Your servant, David
Rebuilding the temple of praise
And these are the days of the harvest
The fields are all white in the world
And we are the laborers that are in Your vineyard
Declaring the Word of the Lord
Edgardo Santiago, Jose Luis Abreu, Orlando Mendez © MUSIC SERVICES
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Greeting
God has gone up with a shout,
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.
Psalm 47.5
Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Christ has ascended on high.
He reigns for ever. Alleluia.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord. Alleluia.
Almighty God,
your Son has opened for us
a new and living way into your presence.
Give us new hearts and constant wills
to worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Introduction
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for forty days we have been
celebrating with joyful hearts the resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ, his bursting from the tomb and his defeat of the power
of sin and death. He appeared to his disciples many times and
told them about the kingdom of God.
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Today we recall how he left this earth and returned to his Father,
ascending into heaven to take his throne over all dominions and
powers. Trusting in his reign over all creation, and submitting
to his kingly yet loving rule, let us hear the story of his parting.

Reading – Acts 1:1-11
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and
taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented
himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to
them over the course of forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father.
‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit
not many days from now.’
So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied,
‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has
set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going
and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in
white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do
you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been
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taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.’
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Gloria
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to the Father.
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to the Father.
To God be glory forever!
To God be glory forever!
Alleluia, Amen!
Alleluia, Amen!
Alleluia, Amen!
Alleluia, Amen!
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to Christ Jesus…
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to Christ Jesus…
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to the Spirit…
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to the Spirit…

Collect
Risen Christ, you have raised our human nature to the throne of
heaven: help us to seek and serve you, that we may join you at
the Father’s side, where you reign with the Spirit in glory, now
and for ever.
Amen.
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Song – Thy Kingdom Come
Thy Kingdom Come – Lord teach us how to pray
For all to know your joy, your peace and love
And know your friendship each and every day
The breath of Christ, the Father’s gentle dove
Thy Kingdom Come – Christ’s prayer to make us one
That all may know the Father sent the Son
To celebrate the victory He has won
In love and grace we pray: ‘thy will be done’
Thy Kingdom Come – we pray for those we know
To turn and follow you for all their days
and in your love find peace and service grow
Our one desire and hope your highest praise
Thy Kingdom Come – transform our human ways
Our lives laid down in mercy, truth and care
Nations renewed, in giving thanks and praise
To see God’s Kingdom come: this is our prayer
Thy Kingdom Come – we praise your Holy name
Your sacrifice and rising sets us free
That by our words and lives we may
By Jesus’ risen life, God’s victory!
Neil Hamilton Thompson, Chris Russell, Emma Buchan, Harvey Jessop ©
2020 Music: WOODLANDS, Walter Greatorex
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Gospel – Luke 24:44-53
Alleluia, alleluia.
Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord.
Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
cf Matthew 28.19,20
Alleluia!
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what
my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been
clothed with power from on high.’
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands,
he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from
them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him,
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were
continually in the temple blessing God.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Reflection
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Song – I, the Lord of Sea and Sky
I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin
my hand will save.
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I, who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them.
They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone,
give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my words to them.
Whom shall I send?
I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will send the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them.
My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?
Daniel L Schutte © 1981 New Dawn Music
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Praying Thy Kingdom Come
Praying for others to know Jesus is one of the most powerful things we
can do. Persistent prayer for others brings transformation to their lives.
Consistently praying for others takes discipline, and there are many
ways that we can build up habits that will help us to pray for our friends
and family.
Choose five people you would regularly like to pray for and write their
names down onto a list. If you’re not sure who to pray for, ask God to
guide you as you choose. Once you have settled on 5 names, commit
to praying for them regularly by praying the following:
Loving Father,
in the face of Jesus Christ
your light and glory have blazed forth.
Send your Holy Spirit
that I may share with my friends
[here, name your friends]
the life of your Son and your love for all.
Strengthen me as a witness to that love
as I pledge to pray for them,
for your name’s sake.
Amen.
1. PIECE OF STRING
Take a piece of string or cord, and tie five knots in it to
represent each of the five people you have committed to pray
for. You could carry the knotted string in your pocket, tie it
round your wrist or place it somewhere that you’ll see it
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regularly. Use the knots to remind you to pray for each person
on your list of five.
2. SMALL STONES
Find five small stones (light coloured ones are best) and write
each of the people on your list onto each of the stones. Place
them on your desk, bedside table or fireplace as a reminder to
pray. Alternatively, you could place each stone in a different
room of your home and pray for each person as you enter or
leave the room.
3. BUSINESS PRAYER CARD OR BOOKMARK
Grab a piece of card that will easily fit inside your wallet, purse
or book. Write your list of five names onto the card before
putting it in your wallet or book. Use this card as a daily
reminder to pray for them.
4. PRAYER ALERTS
Add your list of five people to the alerts section of your phone
and set reminders to pray for them. You could choose one name
per day, or pray for all five across your day. Remember to set
alerts for a suitable time where you can stop to pray for your
list.
5. POST-IT NOTES
Use five post-it notes and write one name onto each. Stick them
onto your mirror, above your bed or somewhere that you’ll see
them regularly and will be reminded to pray.
Using the BLESS acrostic can help us to focus on all of the felt needs
of those we are praying for:
— Body – health, protection, energy
— Labour – employment/unemployment, retirement, adequate
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income
— Emotional – inner peace, joy, wisdom, insight, patience
— Social – healthy relationships between spouses, parents, children,
friends, reconciliation; love
— Spiritual – repentance, salvation, obedience, faith
© Thy Kingdom Come 2020

The Lord’s Prayer
Looking for the coming of his kingdom,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
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Peace
Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father’.
Alleluia.
John 14.27,28
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Song – Crown Him with many crowns
Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne.
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless king
through all eternity.
Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed o'er the grave,
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save;
his glories now we sing
who died and rose on high,
who died eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.
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Crown him the Lord of love;
behold his hands and side,
rich wounds, yet visible above,
in beauty glorified;
no angels in the sky
can fully bear that sight,
but downward bends their burning eye
at mysteries so bright.
Crown him the Lord of years,
the potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail!
for thou hast died for me;
thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity.
Words: Matthew Bridges (1851)
Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey (1868)

Reading – Acts 1:12-14
Then the disciples returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away.
When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs
where they were staying. They were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
Silence

14

Responses
As we wait in silence,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we listen to your word,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we worship you in majesty,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we long for your refreshing,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we long for your renewing,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we long for your equipping,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we long for your empowering,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
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Song – Holy Spirit, living breath of God
Holy Spirit, living breath of God,
Breathe new life into my willing soul.
Let the presence of the risen Lord,
Come renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause Your Word to come alive in me;
Give me faith for what I cannot see,
Give me passion for Your purity;
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.
Holy Spirit, come abide within,
May Your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover every sin,
In each thought and deed and attitude.
Kindness to the greatest and the least,
Gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my strivings into works of grace;
Breath of God show Christ in all I do.
Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth,
Giving life to all that God has made,
Show Your power once again on earth,
Cause Your church to hunger for your ways.
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise;
Lead us on the road of sacrifice,
That in unity the face of Christ
May be clear for all the world to see.
Keith Getty & Stuart Townend Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music
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Blessing
May the Spirit,
who set the Church on fire upon the day of Pentecost,
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ.
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Dismissal
Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit,
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Produced by the Benefice of Cumberworth, Denby, Denby Dale and Shepley under
CCLI License number 845972 (St John the Evangelist Church, Denby). An audio visual
version of this service will be available at https://vimeo.com/revstephhunter subject to
copyright.
Worship and prayers are from Common Worship material from which is copyright ©
The Archbishops' Council 2000-6 and published by Church House Publishing.
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