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PARISH LETTER
Endings and Beginnings
| f you ask many young people, th
6where do you study6é the answer v
Many of our yung people will have just left primary school and will be
waiting to start secondary school, some have finished GCSEs and are
waiting to begin their further education and others will be waiting to start
their higher education at universities and collegesind the country.
You may also find yourself chatting with young people who have recently
graduated and are moving on to the rest of their lives.

These young people are living in between times. They have finished one
thing, with all the joy,sadness and memories leaving brings, and are
waiting to begin another, with all the excitement, anticipation and anxiety
t hat herald a new start. As they
prepare themselves, as best they can, so when they stawhthing,

they are as ready as they can be to make the best of new opportunities.

Young people are not the only ones who have to wait, as we mature, we
can often find ourselves in between times. We find ourselves between
homes and relationships, betwgebs, working and retirement, between
parenting our own children and becoming grandparents, between full
lives and lives of more leisure. As we wait, | hope that we are encouraged
to prepare, as best we can, for the next thing so that when it comes, we
too can take advantage of the opportunities that arise.

The church has always existed in between times. From the moment Jesu:
disciples watched him ascend to heaven we have been waiting for his
return. Unlike young people waiting till September for a new start, we
have no idea when Jesus will return and a please of life with God will
begin. During the churdéh between times, we are encouraged to prepare
for Jesus' return in the best way we can. We are encouraged to read an
study Goddés word so we can |ive
encouragedtoaccepte sus 6 | ove and forgiver



ot hers, and we are encouraged to
our lives so we can be guided and blessed all the time.

Waiting for the next O6thingb is
plan is that we might prosper and live life in its fullness while we wait.
Whatever you are waiting for | pray that when it comes you will be ready
for it and take every opportunity offered you to flourish.

Jessie

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

This has been a tough year financially for us as a Parish an§l as
individuals.

Just a reminder that it is quick and easy to set up a standing order.fTher
is no minimum giving, all and any contributions are gratefully receivied.

Pease see the bank detaidow.

Cray Valley Parish
Sort Code: 235-80
Account: 18890321

If you need any helplease contact Linda @v815071165.
Parish Office

EASYFUNDRAISING.ORG.UK
Raise money the easy way 1 just by shopping online!
Shop with over 2000 retailers like M&S, Amazon, Argos and more
Raise a free donation for us EVERY TIME you buy something
Completely free
Lots of money saving vouchers too!

OoocoOooo

Sigh-up now and start raising money
Church




WELCOME BACK TO MIDWEEK EUCHARIST

| am pleased to invite you all back to our Wednesday Eucharist and
Healing Service from September.

This service will start at 11.30am and alternate weekly between our two
churches. The first s e¥September.wi | |

| hope to see many of you there as we begin-emerge and heal
together. Jessie

REGULAR SERVICE DATES

SUNDAYS WEDNESDAYS

5"St Andr ewds 1St Andr ewds
12"St Maryos ghst Maryods 11
19"St Andr ewo 15"St Andr ewds
26"St Maryés 2279st Maryods 11

29"St Andr ewos
READINGS FOR SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER

Sun ¥ 14" SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Proverbs 22.-P, 89, 2223
Gospel: Mark 7. 24nd

Sun 1 15" SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
EDUCATION SUNDAY.
Preacher Peter R h oSdhed | S
Proverbs 1. 233
Gospel: Mark 8. 2#&nd

Sun 19 16" SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Proverbs 31. 1-&nd
Gospel: Mark 9. 37

Sun 26th 17" SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Esther 7. 16, 9, 10; Esther 9.202
Gospel: Mark 9. 3&nd
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Sun 5th

Sun 1%

Sun 19

Sun 28

COLLECTS FOR SEPTEMBER

Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a n
and living way into your presence: give us pure hearts
and steadfast wills to worship you in spirit and in truth
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive :
reigns with yai, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God
now and for ever. Amen

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upol
your Church in the burning fire of your love: grant that
your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the
gospetlthat, always abiding in you, they may be found
steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
ever: Amen

O Lord, we besedryou mercifully to hear the prayers «
your people who call upon you; and grant that they m
both perceive and know what things they ought to do,
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil

them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, one God, now and for ever:
Amen

Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and ou
hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: pour
your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, and
bring us at lasto your heavenly city where we shall se:
you face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our L
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Hc
Spirit, one God, now and for ever: Amen
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UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

We have organised the following parish events:

Rock Choir Concert
Friday 24th September, 6.30@hStAndrew's Church.

llyrica Concert
Sunday 17th October, 3pat St Mary's Church.

Parish Quiz
Saturday 28 October(postponed from 4 September)

Dinner dance scheduled for 23 October is now postponed.
Details to be confirmed.
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Funshine Club
Cray Valley Parish Toddler Group
Every Wednesday during term time

We meet in St Andrewos
Lower Road
Car parking in the church car park
£1.00 per adult, Children free

(Includes craft activity, tea/coffee, squash and biscuit)

Enquiries to Sarah Rideout
0794 1020724

Please check Funshine Facebook page for the latest updates.




www.rockchoir.com

ROCK CHOIR

POP ROCK AND CHART SINGING

Friday 24th September 2021
7pm (doors open at 6.30pm)

St Andrew’s Church
Lower Road
Orpington
BR5 4AL

Tickets: £10, please email or call 07484 193 188
Refreshments included

Current advise is that face coverings should be worn, this may change with Government guidelines







CRAY VALLEY PARISH
QUIZ NIGHT

SATURDAY23 OCTOBER 2021
(POSTPONED FROM 4 SEPTEMBER)

£10.00 PER PERSON
TEAMS OF 6
FI SH Y“WNY% CHI PS

BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS

DOORS OPEN 7.00 P.M.
QUIZ STARTS 7.15 P.M.
RAFFLE

TICKETS AVAILABLE IN
ST ANDREW»%LS CHU

? 7
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Cray Val |l ey Pari sh Fs&Gdup 6 NGO

Come and join us f osGroupeverf ifaurth &6 N
Wednesday ofthe month, doors open 12.15, lunch at lpm
at St Maryob6s Church Centre after
and Healing Service at 11.30am which alternate s between
St Andrewbs and St Maryds church

Dates: Wednesday 22 " September
Wednesday 27 ™ October
Wednesday 24 ™ November
Wednesday 22 " December

Price: £6.50 (Incl. Main Meal Fish and Chip s with tea,
coffee and cake or biscuits. To be paid fori nadvance )

Please speak to Malcolm, Tony or Rosemary to

book a space.
All are welcome
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FAREWELL

the congregations of Cray Vall e
fifty -one year$ the last eleven as a lay ministeandhad expected
to see out my final years there. Howe\de as we all know, has a wa
of derailing our plansandso it has done to me. More recently | have
made good f r i amdwibmisadverydrie.at bdthachuycles

I t is with deep regreaindgreat sadness that | write to bid farewell to

ipl ease remember, I 6m still at ¢t
It has been a joginda privilege to serve as a lay mit@sandl send my

thanks forallthelovands upport |1 6ve been gi Ve
I wi || continue to uphold you al

on eachandevery one of you; | hope that you will pray for me as | step
out in faith to an unknown future but knowing that God will be walking
beside me.
With my love,
Jill

We are all very sad to see Jill |
thank you, Jillfrom the bottom of our hearts for your ministry over the
years and wish you well in the future.

PARISH PRAYER GROUP
We were delighted to meet toget h
continue to pray for all in need andwwe can meet in person to do.

FRI ENDS OF ST MARYO0S
For further details contadtony Lathey = 01689 872742

THE PARI SH FISHNCM6 CHI P

The second Parish FishdndChips Lun
well. A total of twentyone lots of Fish and Chips were needed although
sever al went home to others who ¢
enjoyed their main meal with teaffee and biscuits to follow
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We hope that even more will also feel able to join us in our future meals,
then next ones are Wednesda{ 2tigust and Wednesday 22nd September,
the Church Centre will be open after the service and lunch served at 13.00.
Best Wishes and God Bless from Malcolm, Rosemary and Tony

For details of the lunches and /or bookings with £6:50 cash per person to:
Malcolm - 01689 601827 or Rosemary or Tory01689 872742

CRAY VALLEY MOTHERSOG UNI ON.

The next CrayValley Mot her s o Uni on meeting
September 2021 at the Church Centre at 14.30, subject to -C@vid
restrictions. Please attend if you can, we will be electing the Branch Officers
and deciding futureneeting placeand programme, etc.

The Mary Smner Day Service was held at Rochester Cathedralartof
thenormal evensongonth#® ugust. Farnborough M
are holding Zoom meetings on th& Monday evening of the month at
7:30pm and actual me e t i nag aftermobns & t
1;30pm, you are welcome to attend these if you are interested. Details from
Jayne Calvert or fromiony Lathey The Farnborough M.U, has raised a total

of £280:00 for A.F.I.A (Away From It All Holidays) to date.

ST. MARY6S CHUHOUSE OPEN
St Maryo6s Church wil|l not be ope
further notice.

BROMLEY FOOD BANK
The Food Bank donations should be made directly to the food Bank until
the Covid19 restrictions are lifted.

Tony Lathey

Thank you teeveryonewhoever you are, who brought the Zoom servifles
into our homes over the past 18 or so montWe arenot technically
inclined and have no idea how you did it but appreciated all your ef§prts.
Thanks again,

Rosemary, Tony, Debbie and Angela Lath




///NU/U CHURCH HILL GARAGE LTD

76 years of dedicated experience

AUTOMOTIVE
TECHNICIAN
ACCREDITATION

& [ g AT
01 689' 821 836
Church Hill, Orpington BR6 OHE

s : (MOT APPROVED
email: info@CHgarage.co.uk www.CHgarage.co.uk —_

LOWER ROADALLOTMENTS
I F YOUORE I NTERESTED
IN TASTING NATURAL GOODNESS
CALL AT THE SITE FOR A CHAT

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
www.lowerroadallotments.org/
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FOR THE YOUNG AND YOUNG AT HEART

St James the Least of All

TheRev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongueheek letters from
0Uncl e Eustaceodé

On the perils oftaking a wedding

The Rectory
St James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren

As with many of your ideas, your intentions are admirable; it is just that
they donét wor k.

Sa it was with the recent wedding in your church, where you allowed the
happy but quite mad young couple to try and imitate the marriage of the
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge. It was kind of them to want to celebrate
Wi | | and K dtweddisg amnieesagy nbut it didDnot seem to
occur to anybody that your church, converted from a 1960s warehouse,
is fractionally less impressive than Westminster Abbey. And | feel that a
backdrop of a car park and canal make a poor substitute for the House:
of Parliamenand the Thames. Finally, even 43 very enthusiastic young
people can hardly pretend they are a congregation of several thousand.

However, | do applaud your decision to invite me to take it, in order to
impart a degree of gravitas to the proceedings,ghai course | would

not presume to upstage the Archbishop of Canterbury. (Although were he
to ask my advice on how to run the Anglican Church, | have several
helpful suggestions to hand.) But even | struggled to keep things on a
proper course when the 86, lacking a horsdrawn carriage, simply
walked up the lane with her ancient pony. (Which

then tried to bite me at the church door!)

Her arrival was greeted with music. | will pass 1
comment on this, as the Bible says we are
make a joyful noise, natecessarily music, untc
the Lord. | am sure that drums and kazoos ¢
guitars all have their pladesomewhere or other
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It was a pity that the groom, unlike Prince William, had not thought to
get to the church on time or indeed, at all. It was fortunate that the
bridebés mother found him in that
struggled to complete the wedding.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace

NEWS ITEMS FROM PARISH PUMP
Be careful with Covid, urges Bishop of London

The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, has encouraged churches and
individuals to continue to take precautions to protect the vulnerable
from Covid-19.

AMany wi | | wel come the possibildi
a difficult point in the course of the pandemic. Despite vaccination
rates, cases are up, hospital admissions are up and long covid remain
an ongoing concern. Therefore, oypaoach needs to be cautious and
careful.

ARTaking personal responsi bility
those more vulnerable than we consider ourselves to be. Local church
leaders know their communities and their own circumstances, and we
will support them making local decisions to keep themselves and their
community safe. o0

The Church of Englandds invest me

The Church of Engl andds National
updated General Synod on their progress against climate change
measures agreed in July 2018.

The Church of England Pensions Board, Church Commissioners for
England and CCLA, which colleciély make up the NIBs, had agreed
with Synod:
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- to work with companies in which we are invested to meet our
climate hurdles,

- to start to divest in 2020 from companies that are not taking
seriously their responsibilities to assist with the transition to a low
carbon economy;

- to ensure that by 2023 they have divested from fossil fuel
companies that are not prepared to align with the goals of the Paris
Agreement;

- andto seek and scale up investments in renewable energy and lov
carbon technology.

The NIBs in Janary 2020 committed to their investment portfolios being
net zero no later than 2050, in line with the Paris Agreement. As asset
owners and a fund manager with holdings across all aspects of the globa
economy, the NIBs®6 | ouinflneagngchdange n e
in the real economy and policy environment as a whole, rather than solely
implementing carbosaving measures themselves.

All in the month of SEPTEMBER
It was:

700 years ago, on 38ept 1321 that Dante Alighieri, Italian poet, died.
Regarded as the most important poet of the Middle Ages. Best known for
his Divine Comedy

125 years ago, on P4Sept 1896 that F Scott Fitzgerald, American
novelist and short story writer, was born. Reted as one of the greatest
American writers of the 20century. Best known for his novEhe Great
Gatshy.

100 years ago, orf"8Sept 1921 that Sir Harry Secombe was born. This
Welsh comedian, actor, writer, singer and TV presenter was one of the
stars of the 1950s radio seriébe Goon Show.

80 years ago, on*1Sept 1941 that Nazi Germany ordered all Jews in
Germany and its occupied territories to wear a yellow Star of David
badge.
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75 years ago, from 80Septi 5" Oct 1946 that the first Cannedri
Festival was held.

65 years ago, on Y6Sept 1956 that PlaRoh went on sale in the USA.

It was originally sold as a wallpaper cleanicgmpound butvas then
rel aunched as a modelling compo
discovered that nursery schatlildren were using it to make Christmas
ornaments.

60 years ago, on Sept 1961 that the World Wildlife Fund (now the
World Wide Fund for Nature) was founded in Switzerland.

50 years ago, on I5Sept 1971 that Greenpeace, the international
environmental group, was founded in Vancouver.

30 years ago, on"6Sept 1991 that the Russian city of Leningrad was
renamed St Petersburg, restoring its original name.

25 years ago, on Sept 1996, that the Taliban seized control of Kabul,
Afghanistan, ousting President Burhanuddin Rabbani, and executing
former President Mohammad Najibullah.

20 years ago, on 11Sept 2001, that the 9/11 terrorist attack on the USA
took place. 2,973 pete were killed.

Shifting the cobwebs in the North aisle
requived a faculty
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FOR THOSE WHO CANOT LI VE WI THO!

dlalv|i|d|glilhlo/n|t| hle
nmm/ip/riomi|s|ela|s]|i
dim/s|njo|i|s|e|p|jlmale
plo|lnlo|l|d|nimli|lmb|n|v
X/ tlaln|nloju/n|cle|d|c|e
s/hlijeim/r|lo|d/hle/n t|r
tlelilo|t|d|e|s|t|t|aju]y
cir|l|elalt|h|n|y|r|t|a]o
flolk|d|i[t]i[t]|blolh|r|n
s|lli|vialo|r|e|lqlulaly|e
x| g/n/b/nla|l|r|d|/bln|r|f
clilg/nipleleimu|lle t]i
n hia|siclalrie/demalw
party promise David

trumpet sanctuary  Gihon

everyone  Bathsheba son

Adonijah  trouble noise

king mule annointed
friends mother Solomon
invited scared celebrate
Nathan announced old

If you are interested in hiring our Church Hall at St
Andrew's or Church Centre at St Mary's please
enquire via the parish office on

07484 193188

crayparish@outlook.com

HALL FOR HIRE

or email
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