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PARISH LETTER

ear Friends,

February is upon us. At the

beginning of Januarit felt like this
year would stretch forever with the ne
lockdown regulations and the new variar
of the virus. There was little good newse
hung our hope on the vaccination
programme. Here we are in Fahry, time marches on. Yese are still
in lockdown, but more and more people are being vaccinated and the
impact of the scheme should enable some relaxation of the rules in the
weeks ahead.
February is a turning month, we start in winter and end imgpwe
really notice days lengthening, new thingg®wingin the gardens, birds
gathering nest building materiaBy the end of the monthwe can
wriggle out of winter gloom and look to a fresh spring.
Right in the middle of February we celebrate St Vtaten this year on a
Sunday. No one knows who the oridifgt Valentine really was. There
are a number of St Valentineb6s al
way with folk tales which change over time. What is clear is that those
associated withhie nameValentinewere change makers. Th&ok risks
to make life better for others often in the face of persecution, perhaps that
is where the secrecy of sending Valaes come from.
Nowadays Valentinebdbs Day eiflewerg,ss o
chocolates, bubbly and cards, but that is far from thgiral actions of
those who share the title St Valentine, they were the ones whose secre
actions of faith made life a little bit better for others.
In this month of change maybe we can put on thetlmanh St Valentine,
and be a secret change maker. Whows what mighjust happeg

Day

Happy Val enét.i.nebd
fro it S a secret!
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READINGS FOR SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY

Sun 7

Sun14®

Sun 2%

Sun 28

Sun

Sun 14

Sun 2%

NT Reading: Colossians 1.2
GOSPEL John 1. 114

NT Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:-:@
GOSPEL Mark 9. 29

NT Reading: 1 Peter 3. 3&hd
GOSPEL Mark 1. 915

NT Realing: Romans 413-end
GOSPEL Mark 8. 3tend

COLLECT S FORFEBRUARY

Almighty God, you have created theavens and the ear
and made us in your own image: teach us to discern
hand in all your wiks and your likeness in all yot
children; through Jesus @st your Son our Lord, whc
with you and the Holy Spirit reignsupreme overall al
things, now ad for ever:Amen

Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in maj
before he suffered deatlpan the cross: give us grace
perceive his glory, @t wemay be strengthened to suff
with him and be changed into his likeneksm glory to
glory; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of t
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for evémen

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fastetyfdays in
the wilderness, and was tempted as we are, yet withou
give us grace to disciplineurselves in obedience to yo
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Spirit: and, as you know our weakness, so may we k
your power to save; thogh Jesus Christ your Son o
Lord, who is aliveand eigns with you, in the unity of th
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for evékmen

Sun 28  Almighty God, you show to those who are in error
light of your truth, that they may return to the way
righteousess: grant to all those who are admitietd the
fell owship of Christodos r
things that are contrary teir profession, and follow a
such things as are agreeable to the same; through outr
Jesus Christ, who is alivand reigns with you, in the unit
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for evekmen

SERVICES DURING FEBRUARY

Sun7th Service
Sun @ Service
Wed 17" Ash Wednesdagervice
Sun21st Service
Sun B Service

ALL OF THE ABOVE SERVICES BEGIN AT 10.00AND WILL
BE ON ZOOM ONLY . THE LINK FOR WH ICH
WILL BE SENT LATER

DETAILS FOR THE LENT COURSE

1st week Lent CourseWednesday 24tRebruary 78pm Zoom

2nd week Lent CourseéWednesday 3rd March-8pm Zoom

3rd week Lent CourseWednesday 10th March8pm Zoom

4th week Lent CourseWednesday 17th March8pm Zoom

5th week Lent CourseWednesday 24th March8pm Zoom

Palm Sunday 28h March-Jes i e 10am St Maryods

DETAILS FOR SERVICES AND EVENTS DURING HOLY
WEEK WILL APPEAR IN NEXT MONTH &
MAGAZINE
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OUR NEXT APCM IS ON 7 MARCH 2021AT 11.150N ZOOM.
PLEASE ATTEND IF AT ALL POSSIBLE.

THE DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH |ISSUEOF
THE CRAYFISHER ISWEDNESDAY 10 FEBRUARY . PLEASE
HAVE YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS IN BY THI SDATE 1
ANYTHING RECEIVED AFTER THIS DATE WILL BE HELD
OVER UNTIL THE NEXT ISSUE

GOD'S
WORD

isa

to guide my feet
and a

for my path

PSALM 119:105

Courtesyof Parish Pump.couk

PARISH PRAYER GROUP
We cannbmeet @ Murielé home,but wearestill praying for al in need
especialy at thistime.

FRIENDSOFST MARYDHS
For furtherdetails cortact Tony Lathey 01689872742

SOCIAL EVENTS

AT STANDREWO BNDST MARBY O
Regretfully, our planned events for 2020 hd to be postponedWe
are however, hopeful that we can do some social evenits2021
WATCH THIS SPACE!




Oy

o c*
°*
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SPACES AVAILABLE NOW
For Children Ages 2-5 years old

A variety of of sessions available

St Andrew's Church Hall
Lower Road
Orpington, BR5 4AL

Please contact Ros on 07307 175501
Email: rossys.rascals@outlook.com

/MU CHURCH HILL GARAGE LTD

76 years of dedlcated experience

AUTOMOTIVE
ata TECHNICIAN
ACCREDITATION

Church Hill, Orpington BR6 OHE

email: info@CHgarage.co.uk www.CHgarage.co.uk

MOIFARPROVED)




LOVER RCAD ALLOTMENB
IFY OU O RNEE RESTED
IN TASTING N ATURAL GOODNESS
CALL AT THE SITE FOR A CHAT

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
www.low erroadallot nment s. org /

FOR THE YOUNG AND YOUNG AT HEART

A funny stoy to make you smile ithese trying tires

The cat

A vicar and his wifavere going out for the eveningnd carefully set the
securitylights and pt the cat outBut when they opened the doorgo
to the taxi, thecatslipped back inanddisappeagd upstairs Irritated, the
vicarfollowed it.

The wifewaited with the taxi driver Not wanting him to know that they
were leaving th@arsonag empty, she said’My husband igust upstairs
foraqickwor d with my mother. o

A few minutes lter, the husbanarrived, breathless'Sorry | took so
long" hesa d , Abut s h Stupmwld thingpvasaidifigiumpért !
the bed and | had to pokerhaith a coat hangerral grab her by the
scruff of thenecktoget her out . 0O


http://www.lowerroadallotments.org/

St James the Leasbf Al
On why our church does not need health or safg...

The Rectory
St James the Least All

My dear Nephew Darren

| appreciated yourrecent concern when yu heard one of our
parishioners had slipped on gravestone.Your desre to hép was
entirdy commendableand | do know thasending your own ahr ¢ h 6 s
health and safety officer to give us some advice was kimaignt. But

the 200-page report wasat welcome. If we implementeéven half of

y our odudgestoesjifévsould becane unbearablgde.

St James the Leasf All has survived perfély well for the last 600
years without gutter cleaning inspections, path degreasithglactrical
sakly cetificates, so | think we may survive a little lagryvithout them
As far as lam aware,thenl y di saster to hit
soldiersstabled their horses in the naveavhich | suspect a few of our
oldest members still elrly remember.

The slock the sidesmen sometimes get when switchinghenlights
occus only occasimally, is rehtively mild and soon over and if it
happens when pparing for the 8am Service, helps to wake thenTp.
weight oftheDu k e o f @arhlemdrmplydsss slowly detaching
the south aisle from the rest e church, butt is very sbw i and the
pews in that area are used only once a year wherlatsons visit from
America to commemorate his death at Agincdusthich is probablyyst
beyond remeimranceof the oldest of our congregation.

Leaks from theceiling in the north aisle ae
solved wit arow of bucketd and even you must
concede that th fungi on the oak beams loo
really rather attractive when the sun catches the
The spling growing ot of the spire is certainly
an issud although it looksso attractivein Sping
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whenin blossomAs for our fire extinguishers, they were serviced when
my predecessdsut-two was in office, and | have the certificate to prove
it.

So, i thank your healt and sfety officer for all his work and tell him
we will bear his recmmendaions inmind. Also ell him | was so sorry
he slipped and broke his l@gour choir stalls while he was with us. But
that bit of floor has been out of alignmesihce 1748, andt seens a
shame to disturb it nowt only he hadarrivedencased in tbblewrap, it
would nevethave happened. Perhaps you could put that on the agénd
your next health and safety meeting.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace

A SUDOKU PUZZLE FOR YOU TO SOLVE
Solution will appear in next mondh issue.

1 6 8

9124 3

2|9 6 8

]

013 KrazyDad.com
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HOLY DAY SIN FEBRUARY

2" Feb: Candlemas, ThePresenation of Christ in the Temple

In bygone centuries, l@istians said their last farewells to the Christmas
season on Candlemas!2Febrwary. This is exactly40 days after
Christmas Day itself.

In New Testament times 40 days old was an ingmrage for éaby
boy: it was when theppemadacebei M
good Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesudireemale child
-to6psreent Him to the Lorddé. At the
was O p uhus, Wwa havthé FestiVal of the Presentation of Christ in
the Tempte.

So where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is described in the Ne\
Testament as the Light tfie Wald, and early Christians developed the
tradition of lighting many candles in lebration ofthis day. The Church
also fell into the custom of blssig they e ar 6 s supply of
church on this dayhence the name, Candlemas.

The story ofhow Candlemas began can be found in Luke 202

Si meonbs gr eat adderecdgaitmaftwhoJesusomas if a |
of course found in the Nunc mittis, which is embedded in the Office of
Evening Prayer in the West. But in medieval times, the NDimaittis

was mostly used just on this day, during the distribution of candles
before he EucharistOnly gradually did it win a place in the daily prayer
life of the Church.

3d Feb: Blaise the cure for sore throats

St Blaise is the saint for youybu have a sore throat, or a pet who is ill.
He was born in Sebastea, ancient Armenia, (now Sivag,uikey)
sometime during the late“3century, and becama physician. But his
compassin did not sbp there: he went ailm become bishop of Sebastea,
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andthus a physician of souls. Known for his dedication to prayer, Blaise
taught by his own example of we ard sanctity, as much as by his
words. His ministrywasaccompanied by many mirasl of healingand
people (and amals) came flocking to him fromear and far.

When in 316 the governor of Cappadocia and Lesser Armenia began
persecution of Chrisains, Baise was arrested. As he was being led to
prison,a distraught mother, whose lgrchild waschoking to death on a
fishbone, threw herself at hisdt and begged for help. Blaise prayed, and
immediately the child was cured. Regardless, the goveradrhim
beaten and beheaded. But the miracle was nobtterg by the people
who lovedhim, and Blase became the patr@aint of illnesses of the
throat,and of wild beasts.

Blaise was one of the most popular saints of the Middle Ages. There ar

several burches named after him in England, from Cornwall to
Oxfordshire.

VALENTINE MICE TO COLOUR
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: ible B“'& A short story from the Bible

When the Jews reached the place that God had
It can be read, inthe Bible in Tosh13:8-2:43 | [promused them, each tribe wds gven land to
| Sam31:1-S, 25am 2342, 3:12,17-27 4,5:1-5 | |Uve tn. But they were surrounded by enemes..

David was made king of
the southern tribe of

W

A eayg [KingSaul and two of s
sons died fighttng the

But Sauls arm\? commander, | |Joabwasaid's commander. | ||sbosheth was a
Abner, took Saul's last son, | |The two armies fought and |  |poor king and Abner
Ishbosheth, north and made | | Abner killed Joab's brother. | |deccded to join

him king of the rest of Israel. David. [~ |

-

1

Abner persuaded allof | [Abner came forasecret | [soJoab tricked Abner
the northern tribes to | |meeting with David.[| |tnto another meeting
have David as king.| , and kulled him.

But Joab found out. |\ m

Then two men sneaked ‘I‘ncmcxpcctcd a veward from David | |So David became
ito [shbosheth’s house | | but he was vcrqsﬂl&qsg bﬁcausc they| kg over all of

had murdered eth. | Isruel, [

He &8
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How to handle temptation

@ can resist everythig buttemptationd(Oscar Wilde). During Lent

xA OAI AT AAO *AOOO6 APPAOEAT AR, EI
when O (whs led by the Spirs 0T AA OAI POAIA AU OE
Temptation is a test ofobedience whether we do things our way or

" T A 6 OAfter A0days of fisting Jesus was tired, hungry and
vulnerable. Like Him, the Devil will attack us at our mostwnerable
moments, especially during this pandemic.

The first temptation was to turn stones into bread ¢ * AOOO8& |
was not about meetirg Hisown needs, b® AAET C T 7T OOEOE
Word. @e do not live by bread alone but by every word that comes
AOT I OEA | (Déu@ranomyA:3). Liikd Zesus, we are called

to make God our priority and trust Him completely.

The second temptation was to put God to the test: Jumping off the
Temple pinnacle would have been a dramatic way for Jesus to gain

Pi DOl AOEOUh AOO OQOf(EO EO HDOO OEAG,
OE A (Oeueromdriy 6:16). We too need to learn this lesson!

The third t emptation was to worship Satan: Finally, the devil took
Jesus to a mountain to offer Him worldly powerln contrast, His

calling as Messiah was marked bsuffering and honouring God.

071 OOEED OEA , 1 OA Ul (Dauterohoini 6:18)L A
This is often our expeience in living for God.

Jesus stands with us in our temptations. As we claim the promises of
Scripture, we will find strength in the power of the Spirit and the
victory of the Cross.

For the Young and Young at Heartis courtesyof www.paishpump.couk
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Doves
Funeral Directors

We create every funeral individually, just for you.

Doves Funeral Directors are here to support
and guide you. We offer a friendly, professional

service to families.

Orpington ~ Bromley

01689 870 030 020 8460 1888 -
19 Carlton Parade, 38 Homesdale Road, *
BR6 0JD BR2 9LD

Call us for immediate support, advice or to
arrange a home visit. .

We are here to help 24 hours a day.

24-hour service
Bereavement advice
Transparent pricing
Home visits

Private chapel of rest
Floral tributes
Memorial masonry
Repatriation

Prepaid funeral plans

www.dovesfunerals.co.uk

.= Funeral Partners
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POETRY CORNER

Life is mostly frothand bubble.
Two things stand like stone.
Kindness inanother's wuble:
Courage in your own
Adam Lindsay Gordon (1838 1870)

WINTER

Oh precious wintewhere have you gone?
Those Autumn days seem to linger on,
What became of your pristirsmow
Replacedy rain in forceful flow!
The frost that once gracedery bough
Where has it gone, whersit now?
The daffodils thabnce didknow
The winds of March an8pring 6 s weak gl ow
Now greet the snowdrops in themwodlandknell.
A worrying story hey alone catell
Of concerning change that befalls our land
A tedimony to masdcareless hand.
Jim Cok

| had a nice picture of my s@tlog this morning which prorgn meto
write this.

Ada-canine detective

There's a mystery afoot

It's around tts tree,

Crisscrossing the root

Then over thescree.

Bushesgive cover, so do theegds
But I've a good nose for trackjrieads
The grass is ahead asd isthattree,
The squirrel is flushed

He's just faster than me!

Joyce Ozsvald
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THE PARISH CHURCHES OF ENGLAND

according taSir John Betjeman (19061984) the Poet Laureate

The parish churches of Elagd are more varied than the landscape
He gave these examples:

0The tall town c¢hur chandhatwaeet pipésn.g «c
The little weathetbeaen hamlet church standing a farmyard down a
narrow lane, batlroppings over thegws and one service a month ... The
church of a oncg@rosperousrillage, its soaring splendour of stone and
glass a relic bthe 15"-centurywool trade ... The suburbanuwich with
Northamptonshirestyle steeple rising unexpectedly above the slate roofs
of London and calling with mi¥ictorian bells to the ghosts of the
mercharvcarriage folk for whom it was built ... The timapé-of-ease on

A

the edge of the industrial est e . 0

| t hi nk adf hheanosét selighttulrdescriptive prose that Betjeman
ever wrote. His powers of observation were extraordinary and he had a
comprehensive knowledge of Anglican Church architecunrehstory.

Letds see how sudiwrté welsd, wpoNBlleng in thena n
openaithespote d OA Lincolnshire Churcho

Greyly tremendous the thunder hung over the width of the wold

But here the green marsh was alight in a huge cloud caveyaldf

Andthere on a gentle eminence, toppingngoash trees: a tower

Silve and brown in the sunlight, worn by seand and shower.

What sort of a church, | wonder? The path is a grassy mat,

And grass is drowning the headstones sloping this way and that.

60Cat hedtasso6 in the itableslaleo ws: a r
Restored wtt a vengeance, for certain, about eightegghty-eight.

The Victorians were industrious atending ormaking additions to the
interiors and ext er i oexpertiseehabledhidh c |
to identify at first glancehelikely date that eachiece of work had been
done.

Jerry Dowlen
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DADS!!

good at everything drawing, driving, piggybackides, playig in
the @and on holidays,angel rides to watchhé Trooping ofthe
Colours and making toys, to mention a féw

They have a lot to live up tby their childred They have to be

My dad started off as a fitten London Transport, working the night
shift. Sq after his morning sleepe would collect me from my aundies
across thealley (mum worked full time tog)and wve 66dwor k6 t og
the garden or in his shédne time when dad wasoncreting the back
path, | threw my ball in the cement mix and splattered hithbught it
hil ariouks!Bie di dem@et | ose hi s

After that he made my wooden shop to fkeee out of his hairlt had a
counter, a shelf and could squeeze betweedust big enough for a 4
year oldbefore starting schooNo nurseries around thehhad little jars

of sweetn the shelf andmall paperbagsf r o m J alockl 8hepl t |
had toy scales, but no monexcept for Ceop tin coins! (Might have
been older thenMy customers weré&inda and Susan, my neighbours,
and my cousin, Glenddut she ate the swekts T h a't wasno
Theywere suppsed 6 go back in the jars!!!

| hope others will put their Dad emories in the&Crayfisher.
Jacky Cook

GARDENING TIPS

seeds as a presentheck planting times

some may be abl® be planted idoas or ¥
under gass from now on, for example g &
cadiflower. Rita McKay a

I f like me you were lucky enough to g
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MM"V"‘E\&
Funshine Club

Cray Valley Parish
Toddler Group

Every Wednesday during term
time

We meet in St Andrew& Church
Lower Road
Car parking in the church car
park

£1.00 per adult,
Children free

(Includes craft activity,
tea/coffee, squash and biscuit)

Enquiries to: Sarah Rideout
0794 1020724

Please see the notice on
page ?? We will be putting
story time on-line if you
wish to join

Please come along and
join in the fun.

HALL FOR HIRE

St Mary® Church
Centre is available
most days and
evenings
throughout term
time and school
holidays.

If you would like to
enquire about this
venue, please
contact the Parish
Administrator on
07484 193188

or email
crayparish@outlook.com

EASYFUNDRAISING.ORG.UK
[0 Raise money the easy way i just by shopping online!
00 Shop with over 2000 retailers like M&S, Amazon, Argos and

more

00 Raise a free donation for us EVERY TIME you buy

something
0 Completely free

00 Lots of money saving vouchers too!

Sign-up now and start raising money for >St Mary 6 s1d &t

Andrewb s

Che<r c
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