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PARISH LETTER

God 6s wor dé sharedgedswarcthan a t wo
he children satrosslegged hands in their laps eyes rivetted on
the Sunday school teacher. Under their sammas a tightly held
bi bl e. The g sworesd Anc lforé ybu \@onynthe
namecomes from the title of this article.

Eyes rivetted and silence, waiting f@bible reference from the teacher,
and then, the command: 6Draw Swo
out, and little fingers scramble to fintie verse. The winner jumpg

ard reads it out. It was a great game and a brilliant way to learn my way
around the bible.

Much has been made in past weeks
bible. You may have seen the clip from the late late show hosted b
James Cordon. Hmvited his cad Malcolm, a onetimeChristian book
salesmanto give a bibleholding demonstrationunder the arm to pull
out quickly and return if @& not wanted held close to the heara
precious gift sandwiched between outstretchkdnds like taking an
oath held open resting in two hands an offering of love. It was
beautifully done and got me thinking about how we read lphbles
today.

Is your bible in lockdown, or is it out regula®y4ow do you like to hold

your bible? | like mine open. Of course we maaveelectronic versions

and they are brilliant, but not the same as actually holding the book and
turning the pagesl expect some of us have bibles which carry deep
significancei they are precious gifts to remind us of a $g@legerson or
occasion. Th words they contain, the word of Gpds even more
precious and lifegiving and we need to feed on it.

There are lots of ways to read the bible, what is important is that we do
read it.Here are some ideas:

Look up the readingfor the Sunday zoom sepé andread the whole
chapter not just the bit given of the service.



Find a psalm that really speaks to yty some of thesé, 8, 23,34, 42,
48, 121, 134, 150

Choose a New Testament letter and imagine it is being writtenrto ou
parish or to ya: Galatans, phesians, Philippians or Colossiamsuld
be great a great choice

Down load the Church of England Daily prayer app and read what
thousands of other Christians are reading every day:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailypray
er&hl=en_GB

However you read, |l etds get our
open hands so we ¢ aner thanjawg-edged d 6
swad. Readslowly and savour the good news God has forSgs.get
your bible, hold it tightly under your arns i t comfortabl
have to be crorssegged on the floor) Are
references for you:

John3:6 €é. Dralw Swords

Helrews4 : 1 .2Déaw Swords!

Psalm 37: 18 é . Draw Swords! (this 1is
passage)

How about sharing your favourite verses with the WhatsApp group
Here is the c¢clip of Malcom Cordo
hol di ngo i nt ond iG 0 cslgoutle  come up

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZv8GQXS8E1l

Blessed reading, Rev Jane


https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&hl=en_GB
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&hl=en_GB
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READINGS FOR SUNDAYS IN JULY

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Genesis 24. 388, 4249, 5867
Romans 7. 185a

GOSPEL: Matthew 11. 1619, 2530

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Genesis 25. 1end

Romans 8. 111

GOSPEL: Matthew 13. 19, 1823

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Genesis 28. H29a

Romans 8. 125

GOSPEL: Matthew 13. 2430, 3643

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Genesis 29. 128

Romans 8. 2@&nd

GOSPEL: Matthew 13. 3133, 4452
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COLLECTS FOR SUNDAYS IN JULY 2020

O God, the protectasf all who trust in you,
withoutwhom rothing is strong, nothing is holy:
increase and multiply upon us your mercy;
that with you as our ruler and guide

we may so pass through things temporal

that we lose not our hold on things eternal,
grant this, heavenly Father,

forour Lord Jesus Christos
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for evemen

Almighty and everlasting God,

by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church
is governed and sanctified:

hear air prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,
that in their vocation and ministry

they may serve you in holiness and truth

to the glory of your name;

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity d the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for eveimen

Merciful God,you have prepatsfor those who love you
such good things as pass our understanding:

pour into our hearts such love toward you that we,
loving you in all things and above dftlihgs,

may obtain your promises,

which exceed alliat wecan desire;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

whois alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for eveikmen
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Sun 26 Lord of all power and might,
the authomlmndgive of all good things:
graft in our hearts the love of your name,
increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness,
and of your great mercy keep us in the same;
through Jesu€hrist your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for eveikmen

PLEASE NOTE THAT BOTH CHURCHESARE CLOSED DUE TO
CORONAVIRUS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. WE ARE TRYING TO
PROVIDE MATER IAL SO PEOPLE CAN JOIN TOGETHER AND
WORSHIP AT 10AM ON SUNDAYS (OR WHEN CONVENIENT).

PLEASE CONTACT DANIELLE AT THE PARISH OFFICE IF YOU
ARE NOT RECEIVING THE WORSHI P MATERIAL.
ALL SOCIAL EVENTS TOO ARE ON HOLD.
WE WILL RESUME AS SOON AS POSSBLE

PLEASE NOTE
Sunday 26 April wasour APCM but unfortunately due to the current

Coronavirus situation, this hasbeen put on hold for the tme being. You will be
informed when thisis to take place. As alays, pleasattend if possible.lt is
your chance tohave a say in how your burch is being maraged.

THE DEADLINE FOR THE AUGUST ISSUE OF
THE CRAYFISHER ISTUESDAY 14 JULY . PLEASE HAVE
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS IN BY THI S DATE T ANYTHING
RECEIVED AFTER THIS DATE WILL BE HELD OVER UNTIL
THE NEXT ISSUE




//ﬁ/u CHURCH HILL GARAGE LTD

76 years of dedlcated experience

AUTOMOTIVE
TECHNICIAN
ACCREDITATION

Church Hill, Orpington BR6 OHE

003 o - MO fARRROVED]
email: info@CHgarage.co.uk www.CHgarage.co.uk J

: REGULAR SERVICES ACROSS THEPARISH :
' Even thaigh we cannot jm togetherin church at these times, we can still prby
' for our world, those in need amhe anther.
' If you areable why not join us on Zoom on your phonBad, laptop o!
' other device for our Sunday worship. If you would like to join cm
' haverit done so alreadylease let Danielle know and she will send 3!ou
' the link each weel(See page 2 for details of how tontactDanielle at
the Parish Offick The service starts around 16cimck solog on a little!
! beforehand so that everyone wsady to std. We still haw our coffee!
| and chat time at the end of the service, so you can catchntbp!
! - everyone then.

PARISH PRAYER GROUP
We cannbmeet at Muriefs home,but we are still prayingor dl in need
especially at this time.

ST. MA R YHUBCHMOPEN HOUSE
StMary6é s C h ill beadening itsdoors agairthis year, etails from
Peter o Terry.

FRI ENDS OF ST MARY®
For furtherdetails contet Tony Lathey = 01689 872742
8




SOCIAL EVEN TS
ATST ANDRBNDBDST MA RIN 2020

PLEASE SEE NOTICE BOARDS AND LISTEN FOR NOTICES
TO GET THE FULL DETAI LS
PLEASE LOOK OUT FOR MORE EVENTS TO COME

DATE EVENT VENUE
17 Octoler Annual Dinner StAndr ewo s
28 Novembe Christmas Fa StMar y 06s

[t et g e s ey

PLEASENOTE THAT ALL OF THE SOCIAL EVENTSAND OTHER
ACTIVITIES ARE POSTPONEIFOR THE TIME BEING. YOU
| WILL BE INFORMED WHEN WE ARE ABLE TO RUN THEM.
I THE INFORMATION IS SUBJECT TO CHAKE, SO PLEASH
| CHECK WITH THE PARISH OFFICE AND/OR THE CHURCH
I | WEBSITE FOR FIRTHER UPDATES. I

NEW POEMS 2020
M any of our Britishleading poets haveritten poemsabout the

coronavirus lockdown. These are in characteristic st{lam

Ayersi light humour; Casl Ann Duffy i the raw emotion of a
worried mother; Roger McGoughwry ard reflective( 6 We must ¢
optimism.
| have been most impressed with the variety and the quality of the poems
that | have seen from members ofr dacal Croft Poetry Club. lis
fascinating tsee hows har ply a poet 6s mind ¢
poetcan seeHere are short extracts froimur new poems 2020:

Now every day is Sunday. The sun rises and it sets.
We get out of bed, go forawalkeys, t hat 6s as good
[Beverley Gillard]

*k%k

6Mum, we know youbre all al one,
so shut your eyeandfeel our arms around you
as weodore sending | otdChrstinefopefl d| e s

9
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| take in all the sights and sounds and smells
and solitude that fill this timand place[Douglas Hall]

*k%k

Even as the chaos of the virus looms, &atclp in our rooms,
| still see what no one else does: amidst the doom and gloom
| zoom all the way tohe moon[Doubra Fufeyin]

*k%k

And here is a haiku (6771 5 syllables) by Lsa Winton:

News saddens daily
Will total freedom return?
How will this changeus?
Jerry Dowlen

m

ric took social distancing
while bell ringing very seriously.

Courtesy of Parish Pump.co.uk
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LOVER ROAD ALLOTMENTS
IF Y OUO6 REE RESTED
IN TASTING N ATURAL GOODNESS
CALL AT THE SITE FOR A CHAT

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
www.low erroadallot nents.org /

11



http://www.lowerroadallotments.org/

CALL TO GLORY SO SOON

buried in All Saintsd Chlunech

2020. Rev. Jessie conducted the service which was attdnd
his family and friends, and broadcast on the internet for those still in
lockdown. There were beautiful tributes from his family, friends and
colleagues.
To everyone who knew Anthony,shdeath came as a great shock and
because of the Lockdown mafipmthe Cay Par i sh coul
paytheir respects.
Anthony had beea member and server of S_
Maryds Church for m.
much energy and timas a previous membe 4
of the PCC ando the everyday running o i\"
the church, often witha thoughtfor himself
after working a night shift caring for patienG s
at Homerton Hospital.
He will be greatlymissed for his generou
spirit and friendliness, his Christian faith a
love for mankind. He has generousl
provided JaM (Sunday School) wit
expensive tems, such as a televisioffior
watching DVDs)and CDplayer andcome to
the aid of the church with the necessa
refrigerator.
Anthony has served Jesus to his very eril.l.P.
We are hoping a memorial service for Anthony will take plater dhe
Lockdown has finished.

Ayodeji Bamdele Babington died on March™2020. He was

T AT

Jackie Cook
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V/Qigong & Tai Chi Chuan

For Health & Wellbeing

Join us to start the New Year with a new energised,
focused and healthier you!

St Andrew’s Church Hall
Lower Road
Orpington
Kent BR5 4AL

Tuesday evenings 7-8pm
(first session 7t" January)
£6 per session, no need to book in advance

Sessions will include a mixture of Tai Chi Forms.
For more information please call on 07449 725 321 or email
motherjessiedanielswhite@gmail.com

13



WHAT HAV E YOU ALL BEEN UP TO DURING LOCKDOWN?

they had been doing or makimyring the lockdown. It was so
good to see, | wondered if now weea coupé of months or so
down the line what you hadll been up tol have been dom some
dressmaking which | havé@nattempted for many, many yeaws you
will see from thephotos,they didnd turn out too bad not perfect asdn
a bit out of practe, but thg are good enough to ear as eeryday
dressesut not fordbest | managed to get all three garments from one
pattern, so | thought that was pretty good galu
Letés see some merphotos of what you have been making or doing to
keep yourselvebusy. It wauld be nice to see

Back in our May issue, quite a few people sent in photos of what

14



At my daughteis suggestion, because the dress has red spots, | put a
contrasting red zip in the backll | need row are some nice new red
shoes to go with iltndmore imprtantly saomewhere tago to wear them.
Brenda Smith

KNITTING PREMATURE BABY HATS

A few weeksago, after our Zoom service enSunday Tracey from St
MaryG said that she is still looking for hats for the premature babies.
Have some of you knitters run outprojects? Brhaps yod like to knit
a few more. We can always ask Tnadeow she wants them delivered
when they are done.

Brenda Smith




FOR THE YOUNG AND YOUNG AT HEART

BibleBike

A short story from the Bible

God chose Saul to be the King of [srael,

= =

)

)

It can be read, tn the Bible in but Saul chose to disobey Him. God said
| Samuel 24 that tre next king would not be Saul's son
Saul dedn't know | | David was very successful and had to g0 on the rut and
that God had as afighter and ver :
chosen Qavid to | | popular. [ g 4
be the next king. ., ¢

>a 7

’ Washt fighting the Philistines,
Saul trved to catch David.

One day, Saul David crept over and

and his army cut a plece off Saul's

were i En- G robe.

Saul ne;dcd tot

pee, so e wen

wto asheep B

fold buclt next aod has chnq

toacave... a dhance to kill himlj[ Saul didnt notice.

Then David felt bad. | | [David wacted until Saul|( Your majesty , | could have
= was far enough away || kilked gou today , but |

then he Shauted to him |\ knew it was wronq | Want

; He ¢s
God's Chosen
3 ing. Having the
dhance to do somethen
doesut make it right.

W

to prove to

wg 10 harm You.

you I'mt not

tﬁ\_/g lbut goa were kgwl.

David, you are better tian
me. [wou (d have killed you ||

Now [ know you will be
the next kutg, but please

Look after my famcly. )

David promused, and
Sadl and his armg
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Editor: TheRew Dr Gary Bowness continues his
tonguein-cheek lette s  f r o m sd @ rct@s$d &
was written before lockdown.

Beware the spelichecker on yaur special service
sheets!

TheRectory
StJameghe Least

My dear Nephew Darren

When producing material for your magazine or church services, beware
the @mputerspellchecker We once let our own system check a
Christmas carol sheet grah the night found ourselves obliged to sing
Afaway igerad mamanger s apparently b
machine.

If you use special sheets regularly, it seems a law of na@seavith
metalcoat hangersthat they all intermingle while no one is watugi

Thus on Easter Day, half the congreigatt will have ben issued with

sheets for Harvest, which will only become obvious once the service
begins. The first hymn will be argly lost whilesidesmen scuttle about
looking for replacements only to findahtherewon 6t be enoug
anyway andhen the seconldymn will be lost while others helpfully
wander about church donating their sheets to those looking helpless and
then trying to findsomeone to share with.

Never, ever, print on thedDo not tale homéasthis will only ensure
everyone des so. | haveosnetimes wondered if the instructiéhake

this sheet home for referericgould ensure that they stayed neatly
arranged in the pews &#r the service. And if it is a service where babies
are likelyto be preent, be assured that many of topies will be

returned half chewed and coated with bits of whatever the infant had for
breakfast. There must be a market for papated with a dkd-repellent
flavour for such occasions.

Anyone who thinks ware an urmaginative nation should visit@urch
after aspecial service to see how many places members of congregations
can invent to hide the booklets: under kneelers yhéatded and hiden
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inside hymn books, among flower arrangements and behinithgpea
pipesso that no one can quite reablem. They therurk there
reproachfully for the next ten years until mice solve the problem.

No, stick to large, hard bound book$€ly are resistarnb teeth and are
too substantial to be hidden in pockets. Tloaly dravback is that they
tend to fall wctim to the pul of gravity at the quietest moments.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Courtesy of Parish Pump.co.uk

Up to now lhaverd included stories ofUncle Eustac@ If you enjoy tls
one,l will look for more inthe future. Please do let me know.
Brenda Smith

Please contact me on 07 799 767036

or mick@mc - electrician.co.u k;
All work carried out to BS 7671 2018 18th Edition Wiring Regulations
Inspection an d te sting 2 Rewiring 2Additions - Alteratio ns

Part P registered with NAPIT who prov ide a six - year guar antee

Www.mc - electr ician .co.uk
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