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From the Clergy
Dear Neighbours
Greetings from the cosmopolitan metropolis of Ewyas
Harold, my home since 2018 and home to street lamps (yuck),
GPs (yay), two pubs (yippee) and the best fish and chips this
side of Shoreditch (yum). I’m Mark Godson, one of the local
people who will be supporting the Black Mountains Group
of parishes in the coming months following the departure of
Nicholas Lowton to the Elysian fields of retirement.
It’s a strange thing for a group of parishes to find themselves,
not in a vacancy expectantly waiting the arrival of a new priest,
but being part of a transformation across all 35 parishes in
the area. Rather than being imposed upon us, we have all
been invited to help shape the new Parish Clusters, and your
church councils (PCCs) have been engaged in this since 2016
when Nicholas and others sought to find a good way to live
well with the shifting sands of church finance, attendance and
purpose.
After the past 18 months of threat, tiredness, confusion and
loss, I’d be inclined to opt for rolling over in bed on a Sunday
morning, hoping for a coffee and the Sunday papers, rather
than check a labyrinthine schedule of which church service
is where and how long it’ll take me to get there. I might
imagine myself here when my current grouping of parishes
had three clergy, and I could roll down the hill, frock up and
rock up for a quiet 8am, a choral 10am and a sleepy 6pm –
all within 100 yards of the aforementioned bed. Perhaps you
imagine the time before 1977, when there were two
stipendiary clergy for two benefices in the Black Mountains?
Craswall, Llanveynoe and Clodock; and Michaelchurch,
Newton and St Margarets?
We hanker for the familiar, the comforting, the normal. Part
nostalgia, part simply a response to the trauma in our bodies.
Just when we need the church to be just what we need it to
be (insert whatever that is for you), we discover ourselves
discomfortingly propelled forward at an unwelcome pace.
Clusters are not new, and the idea started with farmers. A
pilot scheme was started by the Game and Wildlife
Conservation Trust in 2013, and there are now over 100
Farmer Clusters in the UK. What is a Farmer Cluster? “It is
a group of contiguous farms that work together at a landscape
scale on ecological and biodiversity projects, chosen and
organised by themselves.” (https://www.farmerclusters.com)
What is a Parish Cluster? It is a group of contiguous parishes
that work together at a scale at which natural systems work
best, and deliver real and lasting benefits on mission and
ministry projects, chosen and organised by themselves. Small
enough to be relational, large enough to be viable and
sustainable.
Farmer Clusters help dispel the myth of rich farmers
swaggering about in tweeds with shotguns or hunting poor
little foxes while desecrating our landscape, despite the fact
that agricultural wages (including those of farmers
themselves) remain low and the average farm in 2019–20 did
not make any profit.
Parish Clusters help dispel the myth of self-indulgent
churches languishing in past glories or revelling in the
obscure and incomprehensible while the country goes to hell
in a handcart, despite the fact that in 2019 there were 20,000

ordained, and 10,000 lay ministers working across 12,500
parishes.
A central feature of Farmer Clusters is that they are made up
of local people who retain the focus and oversight of their
projects rather than having outside ecologists tell them what
to do. In a sense they are not new, and you may recall
common shearing – sociable, communitarian, efficient, fun.
Local people, caring for the area in which many were born.
A central feature of Parish Clusters is that they acknowledge
a strong streak of independence and dislike of centralising
power common to rural communities. These Parish Clusters
tell the tale of 1500 years of social history and change –
common life, common prayer and common worship, radical
and conservative. Nurturing local leadership, retaining focus
and oversight of mission projects (children, schools, young
people, older people, Life Events, pilgrimage, digital church
etc).
In October, the new Parish Clusters will be launched – more
like a ship than the latest Elon Musk rocket. The Parish
Clusters will undergo fitting out, sea trials and working up to
full capability. Heck, I’m beginning to sound like an admiral!
They’re not set in stone, they are living, evolving, sociable
and, maybe, even fun. All aboard!
The Rev’d Dr Mark Godson
Abbeydore Deanery
SEPTEMBER READINGS
Sunday September 5th
Old Testament
Isaiah 35: 4-7a
New Testament
James 2: 1-10 (11-13), 14-17
Gospel
Mark 7: 24-37
Sunday September 12th
Old Testament
Isaiah 50: 4-9a
New Testament
James 3: 1-12
Gospel
Mark 8: 27-38
Sunday September 19th
Old Testament
Jeremiah 1: 18-20
New Testament
James 3: 13 – 4.3, 7-8a
Gospel
Mark 9: 30-37
Sunday September 26th
Old Testament
Numbers 11: 4-6, 10-16, 24-29
New Testament
James 5: 13-20
Gospel
Mark 9: 38-50
For the October services, please see the back page

Deanery Update
Firstly, a request to please put Tuesday October 19th at
7.30pm in your diaries. This is the date for the next
Gathering. It will be held at The Hub at St Peter’s in
Peterchurch. There will also be the opportunity to join the
Gathering via Zoom. Look out for more details next month.
Over the last month, lots of things have been starting,
re-emerging and developing across the Deanery. Mums and
Tots groups, fundraising events, worship, food distribution,
cluster discussions, live streaming amongst lots more. It’s
great to see communities joining together for worship and
service.
I hope by now many of you will have met Angie, our new
curate, if not, don’t worry there’ll be lots of opportunities to
do so as we move into Autumn.
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I hope that you will join in this month either onsite in one of
the churches, or online on Zoom or YouTube. We are
committed to providing both ways of being part of what’s
going on in person – onsite and online.
In addition to services, there are lots of ways you can be part
of the Deanery community and the best way to keep up to
date is to receive the weekly newsletter. Please contact Anne
Lloyd 07432 873422 abbeydoredmc@gmail.com.
The website: abbeydoredeanery.org.uk has lots of
information and you can find out more and join in the chat
with the ever-growing Facebook Group – Abbeydore
Deanery.

Thanks
CRASWALL BARBECUE
We would like to thank EVERYONE who helped to make
the barbecue such a huge success. The weather proved perfect
and we raised an amazing £2069 for the church!
Christine Cleaton – on behalf of Craswall PCC

Forthcoming events

L O N G TOWN AND
NE W S E A S O N

DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY –

We would like to welcome back members and friends to our
season that begins on Monday 6 September at 7.30pm in
Longtown Village Hall, HR2 OLD.
Tim Hoverd will be the speaker and the subject is “New
developments at Snodhill castle: the Lost Castle of Herefordshire”.
Ten years ago the castle was a vegetation-covered ruin in
danger of collapse but, through the work of the Snodhill
Castle Preservation Trust, much has been conserved and
discoveries made which, together with those gained in the
Longtown castles’ excavations, is shedding new light on the
Norman occupation of our area. Mr Hoverd is the county’s
Archaeological Projects Manager and was a consultant on
the castles project.
The cost of membership remains £10 and guests are very
welcome (£3).

The AGM will take place on 4 October followed by a talk by
Martin Cook on the clay pipes of Longtown. Items for the
agenda and any other queries should be sent to Neil Kidd,
nkidd2000@yahoo.com
Further details and the full programme of talks can be
viewed at http://www.lhsarchive.org.uk/news, which
should always be checked for updates and changes.
NEWTON ST. MARGARETS WOMEN’S GUILD
We hope to recommence our meetings on the 2nd
Thursdays of each month from September.
Speakers and venue to be confirmed by the end of August.
Please do phone for more information then.
New members and guests are always very welcome. Tel: 07794 920729
LONGTOWN & DISTRICT WI
At our next meeting on Tuesday 14th September, we shall
be welcoming guest speaker Richard Jordan who will be
talking to us about “The Other Glenn Miller Story”, an
account of the life and work of the famous musician and
band leader illustrated by clips of music, and video as well as
photographs. We are all looking forward to holding our
meeting at the Longtown Village Hall for the first time since
March 2020. Visitors are welcome at 8pm, which will be
followed by refreshments; £3 for non-members. Libby Davis
ST CLYDAWG’S CHURCH
Churchyard
A workday to work to improve and maintain the
environment of the churchyard is to be held on September
18th from 09:30. Fuel provided for tools and humans! More
information from Chris Haywood or Nick Vaughan.
Graveyard
When tending family graves, please help us to take care of
the churchyard by taking home with you any wreaths or
flower wrappings and other removable items that are no
longer required.
Please ensure you comply with the Diocesan churchyard
regulations that are displayed in the churchyard and porch
paying particular heed of the type of container and ‘flowers’
that should be used. Your co-operation is appreciated.
For those of you who have missed to opportunity to sing
hymns in Church as part of our worship, it’s time to enjoy
this simple pleasure again in our churches. With this in mind
the Black Mountains Benefice is arranging “Songs of Praise”
on 31st October 3pm at St Clydawg’s Clodock.
Nick Vaughan, Churchwarden
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Saturday October 9th at 5pm
THE MAGNARD ENSEMBLE
St Michael’s Church, Michaelchurch Escley HR2 0JW
In a change to our published programme, we hope you’ll join us
for an evening of wind chamber music from the exuberant
Magnard Ensemble.
Described by composer Paul Patterson as “a hugely gifted
ensemble,” The Magnard Ensemble have built a reputation for
both high-quality concert performances and dynamic
educational projects.
With a passion for new music, their programme includes works by
Zemlinsky, Barber, Ligeti, Ibert, Beach, Hindemith and Patterson.
Previous holders of the Chamber Music Fellowship at the Royal
Academy of Music, the Ensemble have also been selected artists
for Making Music, the CAVATINA Chamber Music Trust, the Tillett
Trust Young Artist Platform, the Tunnell Trust and the Nicholas
Yonge Society.
The players each follow their own individual performing careers,
appearing as soloists, chamber musicians and with many of the
UK’s leading orchestras.
'Their joy is infectious…The mix of tight ensemble and solo
virtuosity was musical delight.' [Andrew Connal, The Latest].
Further details and tickets available at
https://concertsforcraswall.org/live-music/
or call 01981 510112.

DARE WE MENTION CHRISTMAS CARDS?!
On Friday, October 15th 2021, there will be a Coffee
Morning at 14 Hawthorn Rise, Peterchurch from 10.30am
until 12.30pm when, as in previous years, you can buy
Christmas Cards in aid of St Michael’s Hospice, have coffee
or tea & biscuits, chat with friends not seen recently, and
make a donation for your coffee to St Peter’s Church in
Peterchurch.
On Saturday, November 6th we shall have our Crafts Day
again at St Peter’s Church, Peterchurch with Crafts stalls &
refreshments. There will be more details later & the day will
be held under whatever Covid restrictions are then in place.

Local Newsround
VOWCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Vowchurch Country Market
Saturday September 25 10am - 12 noon
Harvest Supper
Friday October 1 7pm Food, music, bar. Save the date!
VAT50 August winners were: Neffy Hensher (£50) and
Alison Wallace and Chris Saville (£20).
Pilates at Vowchurch Hall, Tuesdays from 6pm. Contact
hannahmthomas@hotmail.com
Bowls will resume in the Autumn
The Village Pub will re-open in the Autumn.
Vowchurch Hall is available for parties, weddings and
events as well as meetings and presentations at very
reasonable rates.
Enquiries to Jane Wheatley on 01981 550791
www.vowchurchturnastonehall.co.uk

VOWCHURCH & DISTRICT GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
The Lengthsman continues to visit all areas of the parish
currently on a monthly basis. This will increase to twice a
month from October onwards to cover the winter season
when there tend to be more problems. It is his responsibility
to strim around grit bins and road signs along with the verges
on bends and junction splays. It is not his responsibility to
cut all the verges. These will be cut by Herefordshire Council
in late summer/early Autumn as agreed with the Parish
Council. Footpaths are also the responsibility of
Herefordshire Council so if you come across any problems
with overgrown paths or damaged stiles etc, please report via
https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-apublic-right-of-way-problem
Litter can be a problem in all of our communities and I am
sure some have seen the purple rubbish bags on the side of
the road after a litter pick waiting to be collected by
Herefordshire Council. Did you know there is a local litter
picking group? Golden Valley Litter Pick Group organises
community litter picks and can be contacted via Graham
Cox on tel. 07904 439270 or email
coxgraham1999@gmail.com.
You can also get free equipment from Herefordshire
Council if you would prefer to organise your own litter pick
at ‘Stopthedrop’ tel. 01432 383262 or email
stopthedrop@herefordshire.go.uk
Linda Cowles
Parish Clerk Tel. 01544 321906
Email. vowchurchparishclerk@hotmail.com
IT'S NOT A CHEAP DAY OUT!!
On one of the recent extremely hot days a friend and I were
lucky enough to be sitting in a local church listening to four
lovely girls, a string quartet, rehearsing for a concert later in
the day. Where better could one be than in the stillness and
coolness of a lovely old building with music to enjoy.
When we had arrived before the musicians, a man working
locally was visiting and took photographs of the memorial
to those twenty seven men who served, and the two who
died, from such a remote small parish in the Great War.
During the afternoon 2 ladies came in and stayed for an hour
or so to listen to the music as did a man and woman who
didn't stay so long. But I was amazed that no one of them
left a donation in the wall safe, not even small change! We
must all try to remember that especially in small remote
communities populations are small and churches are well
cared for by a few loyal folk. Perhaps people do not stop to
reflect on these facts but the reality is that donations from
visitors can make all the difference to the buildings being
kept open for us all to visit and enjoy the peace, beauty and
solitude that they supply. So always be ready with a donation
and Gift Aid it if you can as my friend and I had of course,
done!
Eva Morgan

Round and About
PETERCHURCH VILLAGE HALL – We are back!!!!
The hall is now open again for bookings. We were happy to
join in with the summer activities over the weekend of the
18/19th July. Our thanks to Jedda and Beryl for making the
hall look very colourful. The butterflies were brilliant along
with the planters and hanging baskets.
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We have a few things happening in the hall over the next few
months. Why not come for Gentle Dance exercise with Abbie
Mason 10.30am-11.15 am and 11.30am-12.30 am Starting
Thursday 23rd September. Please look out for posters.
Peterchurch Village Hall is a community building, run by a
small committee of dedicated trustees. It is the ideal venue
for local events, and is available for hire from £10 an hour.
As well as hosting many a birthday party, the hall has a few
regular user groups:
Parish Council every 3rd Tuesday of the month
W.I. Starting again in October
Youth Club (Tuesdays), where children can get
together to enjoy craft and play.
We always welcome new groups! If you wish to hire the hall
or have any other inquiries, please call any of these numbers:
The Booking Secretary (Sarah) - 07774 457887
The Chairman (Brendan) - 01981 550482
The Hall - 01981 551162.
Please leave a message if you are unable to reach anyone on
the numbers above.
GOLDEN VALLEY DAY CENTRE
We are still not able to open at the moment unfortunately
but hopefully with the restrictions easing things will start
getting back to normal soon.
The July winners of our draw were Margaret Taylor and
Marion Castree. Congratulations to them both.
Heulwyn Herdman and Iris Bardsell have been in hospital
recently but they are home now. Our best wishes go to them.
If there's anyone I am missing please get in touch with me.
I'm not sure when we will be opening again (but it will
definitely be happening) I am hoping to be able to give you
more information soon.

Notices and Advertisements
ESCLEYSIDE HALL
MICHAELCHURCH ESCLEY
Announcement
The Annual General Meeting of the Escleyside Hall Management Committee will take place at the Hall at 7.30pm on 14th
September 2021. This is the meeting previously postponed
due to the Covid19 crisis.
Members of the general public who wish to contribute to the
running of the Hall are encouraged to attend, subject to any
Covid regulations that might be in place.
Elections to the Committee will be held and there are still
vacancies to be filled.
Dr Jeremy Davis, Chairman
01981 510463
Longtown Village Hall AGM
21 September 2021 at 7.30pm
In the hall
CRASWALL HARVEST FESTIVAL
10th October at 11.00
followed by
HARVEST LUNCH
Craswall Village Hall at 12.30.

H Art 2021 – 4th September – 12th September
Once again H Art is running with venues around
Herefordshire County. St Michael’s Hall in Ewyas Harold is
hosting 15 artists collectively known as
Artivariouscrafts Group.
Our group of artists include:- Angela Thoo; Black Cat Glass
Designs; Barbara Bromhead-Wragg; Carey Godwin; Firedrake
Jewellery – Chris Helm; Crispin Thornton Jones; David Morton;
Jessica Benjamin; Miriam Vincent; Pauline Elliott; Sarah Adby;
Tim Bray; Marion Butler and Lorna Hollom; Bill Rolls
The media covers: Basketwork; Felt; Ceramics; Fused Glass;
Jewellery; Metalwork; Painting; Photography; Print Making
and Textiles.
Check our website for details:
https://artivariouscrafts.wordpress.com
The opening times each day are 11am to 5pm
We will be serving refreshments, light lunches, cakes.
For parking there is a small car park at the venue. If this is full,
drive past the venue, following the signs for the recreation
ground, where there is space to park.
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Come along one and all we want ALL YOUR VOICES!!
Coming back to your airwaves VERY soon, so now is the time
to get in touch!!
If you, your family or group of friends have 5 tunes to
share with the community we can guide you through the
process.
If you have an interest or hobby that you would like to
share with the community OR have an idea for a show we
would LOVE to hear from you.
Music by Haydn, Schubert (including the Trout Quintet), Schumann,
Brahms, Vaughan Williams, Bliss, Gurney and words inspired by our
beautiful local countryside.
For fuller details of these and other events over the three days
and to book tickets visit https://thefitzwilliamathay.com/
or tel: 07768 020129.
Tickets can also be bought on the door, subject to availability.

Please contact Vicki on 01981240248
Christy on 01873 860607 or Lydia on 01873860847
or email admin@blackhillcommunityradio.org.uk
To listen to previous shows and have a look at up what
community events are planned please visit
https://www.blackhillcommunityradio.org.uk
And follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Black Hill
Communities Network

clodock.watch@gmail.com

Events Planner
Tue

5 October

7.45pm

Wed

6 October

7.30pm

Sat

9 October

5.00pm

Sun
Tue
Tue
Tue

10 October
12 October
19 October
26 October

12.30pm
7.45pm
7.45pm
745pm

Wed

3 November

7.30pm

Sat

4 December

October Whist Drive, Escleyside Hall. £2.50. Profit to Hall funds.
Escleyside Gardening Club: How to take care of yourself in the garden,
Alexandra Probert. Longtown Village Hall
Concerts for Craswall: The Magnard Ensemble, St Michael's Church,
Michaelchurch Escley
Craswall Harvest Lunch (following the festival), Craswall Village Hall
October Whist Drive, Escleyside Hall. £2.50. Profit to Hall funds.
October Whist Drive, Escleyside Hall. £2.50. Profit to Hall funds.
October Whist Drive, Escleyside Hall. £2.50. Profit to Hall funds.
Escleyside Gardening Club: Apples and Pears for Cider and Perry, Tom Oliver,
Longtown Village Hall
Alaw in concert, Escleyside Hall (courtesy of Arts Reach for Flicks in the Sticks)
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Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri:
Late night Thurs:
Saturday:
Sunday (May - Oct):
(Nov - April):
Bank Holiday Mondays

7.30 am - 5.30 pm
7.30 am - 7.00 pm
7.30 am - 4.00 pm
10.00 am - 2.00 pm
10.00 am - 12 noon
10.00 am - 2.00 pm

FREE Covid 19 tests
Due to the success of the collection morning Herefordshire Council
are back on Thursday 26th August 10am - 2pm. Please come and pick
up tests, for yourself, neighbours or spare packs for guests. Thanks
to the Talk Community - Black Hill Community Network for the
referral.
Ice Cream pop up continues through September
Our pop up Shepherds scoop ice cream continues on Fridays and
Saturdays 2-4pm. If you are paying by card, pop into the shop
beforehand to pay and bring across the copy of the receipt.
Evenings are getting longer
I’m getting older, writing this in August I am already commenting
about the nights drawing in. Treat yourself and save pennies by buying
a 1kg of Fairtrade Clipper hot chocolate now and make those evenings
cosy. Take a look at our magazines, learn a new skill with our craft
magazines that are now coming in and, if you have a favourite which
we haven’t currently, don’t hesitate to ask us to stock it (there are
1000s to choose from).
Successful Appointment shopping
Tip top customers we are now taking bookings for the shop to all to
yourself for Christmas. October onwards you can browse at leisure
and post all international gifts the following week with plenty of time
to spare. You can start gift shopping now as we continue to have
customers benefiting from Wednesday evening and Sunday afternoon
appointments.
Come and join us celebrating organic September with the Soil
Association.
LONGTOWN POST OFFICE
Saturday 9am ~ 11am & Monday to Friday 10.30am ~ 3.30pm
New Special Army vehicle stamps, arriving 2nd September.
Pay your bills at our Post Office If an invoice has a barcode on it, it is likely it can be paid at the Post
Office when you want, using cash, card or cheque (except Welsh Water). Keep track and you can pay
your council tax, BT, Water, nPower, at the Post Office on a day you choose.
For holiday insurance go on line and quote our Post office code of 2056186,
this is super helpful to us.
Longtown Post Office can scan QR codes to return your parcels.
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Top up your mobile phone at Longtown Post Office, so you can have those important chats and texts
with those you care for. (Plus if you need a new SIM card just ask)
Save time, use our Post Office as your local bank for personal and business reasons
●

Using your bank card you can pay cash into most personal and business bank accounts

●

Using a personalised paying in slip you can pay cash into your personal and business bank
accounts

●

Using a personalised paying in slip and an envelope you can pay cheques into personal and
business accounts. We have the paying in envelopes, please ask us for spare ones if you are self
isolating and wish to prepare in advance

We are very, very grateful for your continued custom.
Hopes of Longtown – Open seven days a week 01873 860444
www.hopesoflongtown.co.uk / @HopesofLongtown / info@hopesoflongtown.co.uk
join our Facebook group Hopes of Longtown and post community/charity events for free
Like our Hopes of Longtown business page to keep up to date with news
Tag us in your passion for food and community via
Twitter / Instagram / Pinterest / Facebook

Black Mountain Group Newsletter

ADVERTISING DIRECTORY

Contact: Jill Cook
Clodock Mill, Longtown, Hereford HR2 0PD

01873 860408
jill@clodockmill.com

Agricultural services

MARK LEWIS
AGRICULTURAL, DOMESTIC &
EQUESTRIAN
HEDGE LAYING, FENCING &
FIREWOOD PROCESSING
TEL: (01981) 241115

much more than pet food
Home Delivery of Pet Food from a local business,
one less thing to worry about!
● Free home delivery (using hygienic, no contact methods)
● British-made complete and balanced life-stage pet foods
○ Puppy to Senior, including Working Dog
○ Kitten to Senior with Dental Care
○ Honestly labelled and made from high quality
ingredients
○ Sensitive and special diets catered for

MOB: 07807 079027

● Free samples or £5 starter packs for dogs and cats
● Dog chews and treats, and cat treats

ANDREW PHILLIPS, GLANDWR FARM
Agricultural & Domestic Weed Control
Large and small areas

Visit

● Toys and healthcare products

COUNTRYSTORE –
Suppliers of Point of Lay Hens from £10, Pygmy
Goat Kids, Ouessant sheep & Alpacas.
Specialist feed, pygmy goats, Alpaca, wild bird
feed and poultry feed inc an Organic range &
layers pellets with wormer.

● Rabbit food, Fish food and Bird food

Contact Nic on 07521 607029
To place your order or to find out more.

Fencing and Ditch cleaning

nic.kinch@oscars.co.uk

Small and large bales of Hay
and Straw

www.oscar.co.uk/branches/herefordshire

Manufacturers of Poultry housing, Multipurpose
Arks, Livestock Field Shelters, Runs & more.
Open Tues-Friday 9-4.30 – Saturday 9-12.30

FREE DELIVERY!

Weed wiping service
Any amounts
01873 860208 / 07903 933820

Arts

Animal care

The Wild Bird Store
Wild Bird Food and Accessories
01432 340500
www.thewildbirdstore.co.uk
Free delivery in Herefordshire
every weekday from 12.30 pm
‘Click & Collect’
46 Rural Enterprise Park
Vincent Carey Road
Rotherwas HR2 6FE
Open Monday to Friday
09.30 - 12.30
Call for your free 24 page catalogue
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Business & Financial

Health and well-being

BODY MASSAGE
MANUAL LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE
INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
HOPI EAR CANDLING
ONCOLOGY MASSAGE

07807 820332
ABBE Y DOR E , HE R E F OR D
R E P AI R ~ R E N E W ~ R E V I V E

Personal and Family Support

Food & Catering

Life can be complicated. If you, your family or someone you
care about are having a tough time I offer social, emotional
and behavioural support. From an informal discussion (cake
optional...) through to intensive mentoring, together we can:
Gently explore what is happening.
Set simple goals so the positives replace the not-sopositives.

Agricultural Insurance
with Price Checker

INDEPENDENT ADVICE

• COMPETITIVE COVER

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Farm Insurance
Abergavenny based Neil Smith is best placed to give
Independent Advice, Great Premiums, Great Cover
being a Farmer in his own right.
Satisfied with your existing Insurer or not, it won’t cost
you anything to get a quote?
Pick up the phone and give Neil a call on 07885
257788 quoting
for your 20% discount.

T: 07885 257788 E: neil@frball.com
W: www.frball.com

Find and use your strengths to help you be kinder to
yourself.
Impartial, consistent and objective support
from someone with over 20 years experience.
Support grounded in Social Work Theory and
Evidence Based Practice.
Acceptance and encouragement
Reassurance of what is working well. Flexible times
and places to meet.
Prevention of issues worsening.
Improved self esteem and confidence. Improved
relationships.
A stronger, happier you.
Patient - Sensitive - Friendly
For a free initial discussion
please call me anytime on
07973 332990 / (01981) 570763
at www.carlgriffithssupport.org or
email:carl.griff071@gmail.com
I'd like to help.
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HEALING-SHIATSU
Christopher Sheehan. HSEC. FwSS.
Sessions in Hereford and Longtown
chris@eryritai-ji.co.uk
01873 860667
07870 149 745
www.eryritai-ji.co.uk

Come and join us in our beautiful, heated and fully
equipped yoga studio (no need to bring anything but
yourself!).
We offer a variety of classes suitable, from Gentle
(suitable for beginners) to more advanced. Private lessons
are also available.
For more details of the timetable, events and prices please
look at our website:

Monday-Thursday 9-3.30 ~ Friday 9-12

ACUPUNCTURE
in Craswall
HR2 0PN

Christopher Woodward
LicAc, MBAcC
Over 20 years of experience
helping patients.
Tel 01981 510154
Mobile 0790 321 67 63
christopherswoodward@gmail.com

Fountain Cottage
Newton St Margarets
Hereford
HR2 0QW
jo.rowland@hotmail.com
01981 510136
07917 125053

Home and Domestic

Tech Support
Having technical issues?
For any kind of problem
big or small

Release tension
Aid Sleep
Encourage the body to re-balance naturally
Provides a complementary treatment to conventional
healthcare.
AOR registered (hot stone and VRT – vertical
reflexology also available).

All types of cleaning – Private houses & House Keeping
service for Holiday Homes/Lets/B&Bs etc.
High standard of work.
All aspects of Horse Help undertaken
Clipping, sale/show prep, local horse transportation.
Experienced and capable rider and Groom.
Happy to tackle a wide range of jobs, No job too small.
Just Ask Gabz!!!!
Reliable, Local, Friendly, Helpful
Excellent references available. Non Smoker
Tel – 07875 535 619 / 01981 510606
Email – askgabz@yahoo.co.uk

44ethanmitchell@gmail.com

Ethan Mitchell
Services include: Hardware repairs. Device setup
including printers, Software selection and use,
General guidance.
To contact send an email, or text on

07945 960623

Maintenance & Services

Local Makers

For all your soft furnishing needs –
curtains, pelmets, blinds, cushions,
bedding and more

Please contact
Fiona Witcher
01981 242040 / 07811 396258
City & Guilds qualified.

Free home consultation.

Airguns
Shotguns
Rifles
Servicing, Repairs, Alterations,
Refinishing and Gun Fitting.

SARAH L. HOPE

BSc. (Ost)

Registered Osteopath
Old Hall Farm, Orcop, Herefordshire HR2 8ET

Tel: 01981 580 371

Registered Firearms Dealer
Contact James Phillips
07503 616760
james@thegunworks.co.uk
www.thegunworks.co.uk
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Is your Broadband
driving you mad?
Are you unable to use the
internet as you would like?
Are you unable to use services like BBC iPlayer and
Netflix, which require a faster, more consistent
connection?
Access to reliable, high speed broadband is patchy
in our area, with some properties struggling to
receive more than 1Mbps download speeds.
Hopefully, high-speed fibre broadband will reach us
all one day, but if like me, you don’t want to wait,
there may be alternatives. In many locations where
the existing phone line broadband is only able to
provide very low broadband speeds, the 4g mobile
phone network is capable of providing 70Mbps,
which is easily enough to stream HD movies and can
provide a consistent, high quality service. There are
other benefits to using 4g mobile broadband over
services provided by BT and other cable based
providers.

Monmouth
MemorialsLtd
MONUMENTAL MASONS EST. 1988

Nigel Cave

Property services

Air dried oak for sale
Various sizes
and thicknesses
01981 510 522

BRAMM Registered Mason
(British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons)

Suppliers of quality memorials

at competitive prices,
additional inscriptions and
renovations undertaken with
free quotations and inscription
proofs provided

Contact: Ben Hill
Tel: 01981 510136
Mob: 07990 638125
Email: bingoben@hotmail.com
If you suffer with poor internet speeds or WiFi dead
spots in your home, I may be able to help.

Tel: 01600 890 098
Mobile 07950 117 122
monmouthmemorial@aol.com

Personal services
Private Hire

16 & 8 seat minibuses
4 seat Land Rover Discovery
Weddings, celebrations, restaurants,
shopping, rail & air travel
Hassle-free travel to suit you

Independent Funeral Directors

Booking

01981 510356
Unit 3, Wormbridge Court, Wormbridge,
Hereford, HR2 9DH

Produce and Products

THE GOAT COMPANY
Luxury Mohair products from
our prize-winning flock of
Angora Goats.

Visit the shop and meet the goats.
Darren Farm, Llanveynoe
Open 11am to 4.30pm except Sundays

All aspects of groundworks, construction and steel
building erections
We specialise in:
Ground source heat systems
Electric cables
Ponds/lakes
Treatment plants
Supply & disposal of soils
Tree shear with 300mm cut
Bulldozing
Tractor & Dump trailer hire
Footings
Concreting
Ditching
Pipe laying
Site clearance
Muck away
Driveways
Drainage
Contact: Tommy Wood-Cole
Phone: 07964355422
Email: TommyWood-Cole@hotmail.com

September 2021 Directory – Page 11

DECOR
SOLUTIONS
tjsj@me.com

Painting & Decorating
Tim Jones
Tel 01981 540242
Mob 07810 895355

Woodland and Garden

3 Generations of experience,
specialising in Painting & Decorating
services.
General property maintenance
duties carried out.
Fully insured.
Good competitive rates.
A high standard of workmanship &
customer satisfaction guaranteed.

RP ELECTRICAL
All Electrical Work Undertaken

Scrub Clearance and Timber Extraction
Most types of scrub and woodland cleared,
including brambles, bracken and gorse, as well
as meadow/small field topping. Sloping and
narrow access areas reached using compact
(Alpine) tractor semi-offset topper and
mulching flail.
Timber forwarding service also available.
Felled timber moved using Alpine tractor and
trailer with crane.
Call Ben Hill
01981 510136 or 07990 638125

Testing & Inspection
PAT Testing & Fault Finding
All carried out by Qualified Electrician
07814 008626

Sooty’s ey
Chimn
Service
Richard Watkins
01981 240 185
07947 959 452

AVALON TREE SURGERY
WE CARE FOR YOUR TREES

MATTHEW THOMAS
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
NPTC QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED

WWW.AVALONTREESURGERY.CO.UK

01981 541307
07794 569284

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN

Mob: 07810 288115
Evenings: 01432 378163

MATTHEW MAFLIN
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING AND
DECORATING SERVICES
Internal and exterior decoration
Tel: 01873 860867
Mobile: 07497258129
matthewmaflin@gmail.com
Public Liability Insurance held
References available on request

kwilliamson027@hotmail.co.uk

K&D building and landscaping
All aspects of building new and old
undertake
Drainage specialist/septic tanks
Fencing specialists
All aspects of landscaping/
patios/decking /ponds/retainers
and stone walls
All internal work carried out
Over 20 years experience between
us and a large portfolio

TUGWELL TREE
SERVICES
For a professional service in all
aspects of tree care, including
Pruning, Felling, Planting
Supplying Trees & Shrubs and
Hedge Maintenance
Specialists in:
Tree Reports & Surveys,
Stump Removal with a
High Power Narrow
Access Stump Grinder
for all those inaccessible
stumps

DAVID TUGWELL Tech Cert. Arbor A
Bridge End, Newton St Margarets. HR2 OQP
Tel: 01981 510104 / 07968 093898
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CHURCH SERVICES
As you may be aware Rev Preb Nicholas Lowton’s retirement comes at a period of change for the Abbeydore Deanery as it
looks to reduce the number of clergy across it. During the suspension and transition period from September through to end
November 2021, the Deanery has agreed to provide a clergy led Holy Communion service within our parishes of the Black
Mountains Benefice on a weekly basis, which will allow us to have a clergy led service within our parish roughly once every
six weeks.
In addition to this we have the opportunity to have lay led services and within our Benefice the various parishes are in the
process of organising Harvest Festival/Thanks Giving and Songs of Praise services. If you feel you are able to assist with
these or possible future lay-led services please get in touch with the relevant churchwarden/rep.
The details of these services are:
Sept 5th
Trinity 14
St Margaret’s
09:30
Ven. Derek Chedzey, Archdeacon
Sept 12th
Trinity 15
Craswall
09:30
Rev. Simon Lockettt
Sept 19th
Trinity 16
Newton
09:30
Diane Bates (and Rev. Bob)
Clodock
11:00
Harvest
Sept 26th
Trinity 17
Michaelchurch Escley 09:30
Bishop Michael Westall
Oct 3rd

Trinity 18

Oct 10th

Trinity 19

Oct 17th

Trinity 20

Oct 24th

Bible Sunday

Oct 31st

All Saints’

Nov 7th
Nov 11th
Nov 14th
Nov 21st
Nov 28th

3 before Advent
(Thursday)
Christ the King
Advent Sunday

Clodock
Newton
LLanveynoe (Baptism)
Craswall
St Margaret’s
Michaelchurch
Craswall
Llanveynoe
Newton
Clodock

09:30
Tbc
10:00
11:00
09:30
Tbc
09:30
Tbc
09:30
15:00

Bishop Michael Westall
Harvest
Ven. Derek Chedzey, Archdeacon
Harvest and Lunch
Rev. Simon Lockett
Harvest and Lunch
Rev. Luci Morriss
Harvest & Supper
Rev. Mark Godson
Songs of Praise

Michaelchurch Escley
Clodock
Llanveynoe
St Margaret’s
Clodock

09:30
10:50
09:30
09:30
09:30

Diane Bates (and Rev. Bob)
Armistice Day
Rev. Jane Rogers (Remembrance)
Rev. Mark Godson
Rev. Simon Lockett

We will then receive further information about the development of Mission communities in October from the Abbeydore
Deanery (details to be shared via Anne Lloyd’s updates in due course), which will be looking at the patterns of worship and
clergy arrangements for the future as a whole Deanery.
SEPTEMBER DIARY
Wed

01 September

Afternoon

Escleyside Gardening Club: Visit to Nant-y-Bedd

Wed

01 September

2.30 - 4.30pm

Longtown Library re-opening. Tea and chat.

Mon

06 September

7.30pm

Longtown & District Historial Society: New developments at Snodhill castle: the Lost
Castle of Herefordshire, Tim Hoverd. Longtown Village Hall

Thu

09 September

Tue

14 September

8.00pm

Longtown & District WI: The Other Glenn Miller Story, Longtown Village Hall

Tue

14 September

7.30pm

Escleyside Hall AGM, at the hall

Tue

21 September

7.30pm

Longtown Village Hall AGM, at the hall

Newton St Margarets Women’s Guild.

Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team
Peterchurch Police & Fire Hub, Hereford HR2 0RU. 01981 550253
PC 3687 Jeff Rouse
07870 150972
PCSO 6378 Pete Knight
07773 053 919
peter.knight@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Contact: 101 ext 4820 – Email: goldenvalley.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

