The Black Mountains Group Benefice

NEWSLETTER

November 2023

=
-
=
-
-
-

Ly

S M R ek A T '.
e ot v St John’s, Newton

The Parishes of Clodock & Longtown with Craswall,
Llanveynoe, St Margaret’s, Michaelchurch Escley & Newton

Part of the Abbeydore Deanery
abbeydoredeanery.org
abbeydoredmc @ gmail.com
01981 620145/ 07432 873422

Min
£1

donation

Rev. Mark Godson: revmarkgodson @ gmail.com
Rev. Luci Morris: luci.borderlinkbenefice @ outlook.com

www.bmgparishes.org.uk




St Mary's

Ch “raswall

Epea st
Lol

Visitors are always welcome
at any of our churches

“St Michael's B

Michaelchurch Escley

= A3 DR AT
B
i
e ! [ Puitn i
Eroetmr foad
i
. i
.
Ty - LT H'

e
o =

A o,
i ""51 Margaret's
i B )

Churchwardens

Clodock & Longtown
Mr Nick Vaughan

Craswall

Mrs Christine Cleaton

01873 860201

01981 510674

Copgecy | Wil
St John the Baptist w=r Llanveynoe
Mewton
sl  Mr Donald Phillips 01873 860298
St Peter and St Beuno _.| commodore Peter Tribe 01873 860260
Llanvevnoe l‘_ i
St Margaret’s
13
! ¥ w Mrs Jane Baxter 01981 510388
.'I" L o e’
sage s Michaelchurch Escley
- Mrs Olive Howells 01981 510228
u Mr Chris Atkins 07767 687242
s P s St Clydawg's b
A= A ] ot e Newt
- 1 Clodock ewton
'- 1 (Vacant)
Couriesy of Google Maps.
Please ensure all copy is with the editor by Editor: Advertising:
email or post before the deadline below. Mark Ewins Jill Cook
Marlands Clodock Mill

Please send copy to newsletter@corefields.com

Longtown HR2 OPD
01873 860829
mark@corefields.com

Longtown HR2 OPD
01873 860408
Jill@clodockmill.com

ISSUE

December 2023/January 2024 double edition
February 2024

March 2024
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17 January 2024
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28 January 2024
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Newsletter by
EMAIL

Would you like to
Receive future
editions by email?

For a suggested donation of £6 per year a copy of each
edition will be personally emailed to you in PDF format.
Subscriptions may be paid by cheque or BACS.

Enquiries to mark@corefields.com
Subject: Newsletter by email

Please consider a subscription
For details please contact the editor.

We suggest a minimum donation of £11 per year if you
are willing to collect your copy from a church, pub, Hopes
of Longtown. For email subscription, please see above.

We suggest a minimum donation of £20 per year if you
would like a copy posted to you.

Subscriptions may be paid either by cheque made payable
to Black Mountains Group Newsletter and sent to the editor,
or via BACS, details by email from the editor.

Privacy Statement

We hold contact details for subscribers to this newsletter, for
contributors and for advertisers. The data we hold is restricted to
your email address and telephone number, and postal address for
subscribers who do not receive an electronic copy of this newsletter.

All data held is solely for the purpose of producing and distributing
this newsletter. It is not available in any form to any third party. The
legal bases for holding this data are Contract and Legitimate Interest.
Your data will be deleted on termination or expiration of a contract
or subscription, or on personal demand. For contractual and
subscription purposes, the date of your most recent payment will
constitute the date of consent for us to hold your data.
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From the Clergy

GRATITUDE AND THE BIG BANG
Before the theory of the ‘Big Bang’ became commonplace in
explaining the origins of the universe, most cosmologists
believed in the steady state theory. In the steady state theory,
the earth was said to always exist so there was no beginning,
no moment of creation. In contrast the ‘Big Bang’ is linear,
like a good story, it has a beginning and because the universe
is expanding it has a narrative and eventually it will have an
end. Similarly, the bible has a beginning, a narrative and an
end:

Beginning: = The creation account in Genesis

Narrative: = The story of the people of God

End: = Revelation of St John — which is actually a

new beginning.

It’s important to remind ourselves at this point that the
Genesis origin story of Adam and Eve is not to be read
literally and is not about how it all began but w#y it all began.

Fascinatingly, there are a lot of cosmologists today who are
uncomfortable with the ‘Big Bang’ theory because it seems
to reflect the biblical notion of a beginning, an unfolding
narrative and an end.

The other thing about the ‘Big Bang’ theory is that it is
utterly amazing how utterly, utterly, extraordinary that an
explosion leads to such abundant and finely tuned life on
earth. The chances that we have an atmosphere; that we have
ash and oak trees, snails, hippos, and badgers and food like
cucumbers, hazelnuts and lasagne; that we have all this life
and that we are conscious of it are infinitesimally minuscule.
The ‘Big Bang’ involved thousands of improbable but
precise so-called coincidences in the coming together of 4
particles, electrons, protons, neutrons, and photons with 4
forces, weak and strong nuclear, gravitational and
electromagnetic. According to the theoretical physicist Lee
Smolin, the chances of existence are 1 in 10 to the power of
229; astronomically low in other words. Infinitely
improbable.

On its own, none of this proves the existence of God but for
me it is another pointer in that direction. With the chances
being so low for life existing, for the harvest being gathered,
for such a beautiful planet whatever we think was the cause
of the ‘Big Bang’, these things should induce in us
astronomically high levels of gratitude. Everything is made
of the same star dust and one way to love this planet back to
health is to thank our lucky stars; our providential stars.
Rev Simon

NOVEMBER READINGS
Details of services for November and December can be

found on the back page.

Sunday 5th

Old Testament Revelations 7: 9 - end
New Testament 1 John 3: 1-3

Gospel Matthew 5: 1-12
Psalm 34:1-10

Sunday 12th

Old Testament Amos 5: 18-24

New Testament 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-end
Gospel Matthew 25: 1-13
Psalm 70

Sunday 19th
Old Testament
New Testament

Zephaniah 1: 7, 12 - end
1 Thessalonians 5: 1 - 11

Gospel Matthew 25: 14-30
Psalm 90: 1-8, (9-11), 12
Sunday 26th

Old Testament Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24
New Testament Ephesians 1: 15-end
Gospel Matthew 25: 31- end
Psalm 95:1-7

Deanery Update

DEANERY UPDATE

TheThere will be another session of Grow Strong this
month at Longtown Outdoor Education Centre. On 11th
November, there’ll be a chance to go Caving. The cost is
£23 with bursaries available. It’s open to anyone in school
year 6 and above.

We do hope that you’ll take the opportunity to attend one of
the many Remembrance services that are happening across
the Deanery. Details of the services in your immediate area
are listed elsewhere in this newsletter; for more services have
a look at the website or sign up for our newsletter.

Several churches are also arranging “Light up a Life” services
with an open invitation for anyone to come along and
remember someone they have lost. Do remember we have a
team of pastoral visitors and if you, or someone you know
might like to receive a visit from a member of the team — just
ask.

During November and January we’ll be running the
“Growing Good” course. This course helps churches
explore the connection between social action, discipleship
and growth. It starts on 1st November. Also, we have a free
introductory session from an ‘Out of the Box’ facilitator on
Tuesday 14th November. This is a resource which uses
story and play to support individual and community well-
being. Spaces are limited so let us know as soon as possible
if you’d like to come along.

Please remember the other initiatives that happen across the
Deanery in your prayers, and we’d love to hear from you if
youd like to support them in any other way. These
include...(but are not limited to)...The Golden Valley
Pilgrim Way (as featured recently in The Guardian), Repair
Café, Food for Families, Tea Time Club, Open the Book,
Messy Church, Reflective Rambles etc. etc.!

Contact Details

For any enquiries about anything mentioned here and what’s
going on in and around churches within the Deanery, get in
touch with the Deanery Coordinator, Anne Lloyd on 01981

620145 or abbeydoredmc@gmail.com.
Forthcoming events

now open,
Every first Wednesday of the month
2.30-1.30 pm
Swap hooks, tea and chat!

1st November
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7.30pm, Wednesday 1st November
Escleyside Hall

Hydrangeas are enjoying a welcome resurgence in popularity.

They offer many more choices than just the familiar ‘mophead’.

Dr Roger Lloyd (who opens his garden, Highfields Farm for the
MNGS) takes us through the different varieties & their cultivation.

Annual Membership: £15 Non-members: £5
See more at: www.escleysidegc wixsite.com/club

LONGTOWN AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
On Monday, November 6th at 7.30pm in Longtown
Village Hall, Bob Steele’s talk is entitled:

The Golden Valley Railway, the Great Western Years.

The GV line was one of many small railway projects planned
in the nineteenth century. After years of argument the line
was opened from Pontrilas to Dorstone in 1881 with an
extension to Hay coming later. From the start the line was
plagued with difficulties and by 1898 had to shut. After
lengthy negotiations the Great Western agreed to a takeover.
Would the GWR deal succeed?

Local author, Bob Steele, will explain what happened.

Membership costs £12 for the season from September until
July 2024, payable by cash or cheque at any meeting or by
BACS. The guest fee is £4 per meeting.

4th December — Rhys Griffith: The Mapping of
Herefordshire

CRASWALL HALL EVENTS

Whist Drives will be held on each Tuesday in
November: 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th.

There will also be a Bingo session on
Saturday 2nd December at 7.30pm.

Everyone welcomel

LONGTOWN THURSDAY CLUB
The last trip for this year.
FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
A visit to Cribbs Causeway
THURSDAY 9thNOVEMBER
The coach will leave Ewyas Harold Memorial Hall at
9.30 am and the cost will be £20
If you would like to join us, or know more, please contact
Hazel Pugh on 01873 860803 or Pauline Jones on
07903150588 / jonespauline@pobroadband.co.uk

NEWTON ST MARGARETS WOMEN’S GUILD

Thank you to all who contributed in any way to our Harvest
Auction. Nearly £200 raised for Hereford’s CLD Strong
Young Minds Project.

Next meeting: Thursday 10th November at 7.30pm

Newton Parish Room HR2 0QR: AGM (briefl) followed by
snacks and chat!

New members ate very welcome.
Phone Jane 07794 920729 for further information

BASSET

v D
Escleyside Hall, HR2 OPT

Wed 15th November, 7.30pm
Tickets: 01981 510116 & www.artsalive.co.uk

oy [}

art) [nam]
Whew {amma | [ id

{ian

Toronto-based folk duo, Basset, are full of timeless heart.
Acoustic songwriters Sam Clark and Yasmine Shelton will
take you through city streets in the hours before the world
has woken, or to a corrugated steel home north of the
treeline. Basset bring a deep love of the natural world to
their gorgeously meditative and assured debut album, In
The Clay (September 2022). This album explores themes of
life in change, their travels around Northern Ontario, the
Canadian and American prairies, their lives in Toronto, and
the many characters who have crossed their paths. Their
inventiveness shines on fiddle and intricate harmonies, with
Shelton and Clark’s voices wrapping around each other like
twin flames in a warm fire.

“If you're a lover of like great close harmonies, like Simon and
Garfunkel, or Gillian Welch and David Rawlings, I think you're
going to love this’ — CBC Radio.

LONGTOWN DISTRICT WI

Oneile you fo coime and fadn :r_tfms\r

LONGTOWN VILLAGE HALL
Sat 18th November
10-12.30am

Stalls with Cakes,
decarations, Rafffe, ‘Tombola.

IPRTCLLT S TROA THE W WL B D0 TG THE HEREFORD FOGOREAN
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CRASWALL COFFEE MORNING
There will be a Coffee Morning on
Sat 18th November at 10am, \
Craswall Village Hall.

Raising funds for the Parish party at Christmas.
Everyone welcome!

- ®

Ewyas Harold Craft Centre
Christmas Craft Fair

Sunday 26" November 2023
10am = 4pm at The Memorial Hall, Ewyas Harold

Beautiful locally handmade crafts

Café selling homemade cakes, biscuits and
hot and cold drinks

Christmas Wreath, Beaded Baubles and Card
making workshops bookable in advance

For more information see our website
ehcraftcentre.org.uk

Wednesday
6th December
7.00 to 9.00pm

Longtown Village Hall
HRZ2 OLD

to include tea,
£ 5 Coffes and a
mince pie
I ool Lorgicsan, Wileps ril fusch

Local Newsround

LONGTOWN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL

A Meeting was held on Wednesday 18th October at 8pm.
Council were given an excellent presentation by Bob Burson
and Nick Smith on the work of the Longtown Village
Projects.

The Parish Council have been supporting this work, and the
Councillors enjoyed hearing an update on the maintenance
of the Castle, Castle Green, 2 wells and Broome’s Garden.
They were thanked for their presentation.

The Clerk gave an update of the work to get signs to lower
the speed limit around the school to 20 mph. Consultations
with Balfour Beatty are moving forward, and siting positions
are being discussed.

The Cletk reminded everyone that due to Mr. Toby
Murcott’s untimely death, another applicant had come
forward to stand as our County Councillor. and there would
be a new Election.

Now that the evenings are drawing in, it is important to
remember Highway Safety. Please consider whether you can
be easily seen when you are walking, cycling or running on
our pavement-less roads, and think of wearing reflective
clothing and carrying torches or wearing headlamps.

The next meeting will be on November 15th, and will be at
the earlier time of 7.30 pm. As usual, you are warmly invited
to attend the meeting, and Open Forum on the Agenda is for
anyone who would like to speak. Please note that there will
not be a Meeting in December, and the next meeting after
that will be January 17th at 7.30 pm.

MICHAELCHURCH ESCLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

It doesn’t seem possible that we are now close to the end of
the first half term of the 2023/24 academic year. The
summer holidays are now very much a distant memory and
as the leaves begin to change colour and fall, our thoughts
have now been centred around Harvest and Autumn. Every
year time seems to rush by more quickly than ever!

It has certainly been an extremely busy start to the autumn
term that’s for sure. Acorn Class had an absolutely amazing
time on their day-trip to Barry Island. The weather was
bright and for the most part, the children, staff and parents
who were on the trip had a dry day — apart from when they
paddled in the sea that is! We are so grateful that we have
such capable and adventurous staff who can provide such an
exciting experience for the children.

Oak Class, meanwhile, headed towards Birmingham — well,
Bournville to be precise — and the wonders of Cadbury
World. As well as enjoying the tour of the factory, the 4D
cinema experience and stocking up with treats at the factory
shop, the children also had a brilliant lesson with one of the
Cadbury education team learning about the Mayans and their
use of chocolate. They also learnt how the Mayans made
their version of hot chocolate with chili and spices —
something the children recreated when they got back to
school. I can say, having tested it, that the Mayans must have
had very different taste buds to us!

School sport is really important to us at Michaelchurch and
we try to find as many ways as possible to allow our children
to interact with other schools in friendly competitions and
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tournaments. Both Oak and Sapling Classes have had the
pleasure of competing in friendly matches with Clehonger
Primary School this half term. We have been delighted that
Clehonger visited us twice now this half term for friendly
football and netball matches and just recently we sent a team
off to there to play tag rugby.

Coming up we have our harvest service on the 25th October
and the Herefordshire Schools Football Tournament on the
26th. Then, in the next half term, we will see swimming
lessons start again, led by our two resident swimming
instructors/lifeguards Miss Cook and Miss Matthews. These
lessons continue throughout the year and allow us to ensure
that the children make excellent progress with their
swimming. Also coming up at the end of November we have
Year 6 Bikeability training in Hereford. We have been taking
the children to Hereford for their Bikeability training for 3
years now as we felt that our local environment did not offer
sufficient challenge or depth of experience for the children.
In addition to all this, Sapling class have an exciting trip to
look forward to. They are visiting the Royal Welsh Museum
in Brecon for “A Wartime Christmas” workshop, which
offers an immersive experience of life during World War II.
They are also heading into Hereford to visit Beefy Boys
restaurant and Hereford Cathedral!

Of course, the main event in primary schools up and down
the country after half-term is Christmas and this year will be
as busy as any other. Our Walking Nativity Is really special
and there will be carol services, Christmas Decoration day
and much more to look forward to.

Finally, we are very proud to announce that our new
lunchtime meal provider, Farmhouse Kitchen, aka Verity
Price, received a 5 STAR food hygiene rating! The children
and staff are loving the meals she is providing,and we are
extremely grateful for her diligence and attention to detail
which resulted in such a positive inspection outcome.

We are always happy to make contact with new families and
have spaces in a number of year groups so if you are
interested in sending your child to our school, please drop us
a line at admin@michaelchurch-escley.hereford.sch.uk or
call our School Business Manager on 07987 570208. In
addition, we are running some free Forest School sessions
for home school families this term. They are on Fridays
between 1pm and 2:30pm and will run on the 10th, 17th and
24th November and 1st and 8th December. Drop us a line if
you’d like to come along] Louise Crocker, Headteacher

Michaelchurch Escley Primary School, 01981 510208

Round and About

VOWCHURCH VILLAGE HALL

The Village Pub — Friday November 10 at Vowchurch Hall.
Doors open 6pm. Bar, food, conversation, music.
Watercolour Painting with Emma Thacker-Vuts. A course
of four x 3 hour classes on the theme of birds, Wednesdays
October 25, November 1, 8 and 15. 9am - 12 noon. Details
on vowchurchturnastonehall.co.uk

Book with lucylevinge@btinternet.com 01981 550685
From Riots to Trooping the Colour: Life as a Mounted
Policeman A talk by Alan Hiscox, Friday November 3, 7.30
at Vowchurch Hall. Entry [£5

Security, Defence and the Ukraine War A talk by General
Sir Adrian Bradshaw, Governor of the Royal Hospital
Chelsea. Friday December 1, 7pm at Vowchurch Hall. Entry
£5.

Pilates Tuesdays 9.15 - 10.15 and 6pm - 8pm. Contact

Hannah Thomas hannahmthomas@hotmail.com
Community Juicing Days Booking essential with Graeme
on 07726 500391. Check website for dates:
www.vowchurchturnastonehall.co.uk

Bowls Wednesday October 25 and weekly thereafter.
Contact Richard Stokes rtastokes@hotmail.co.uk

VAT50 Winners were Lucy Levinge £50 and Robbie Prior
£20.

PETERCHURCH VILLAGE HALL

We are always looking for people to come and join us with
ideas for what can take place in the Village hall. Please feel
free to come to our meetings and have your say

Monday Club every Monday morning 10am-12pm. Pop in
for Tea/Coffee and a chat

Why not come for Gentle Dance exercise with Abbie Mason
every Thursday morning 11.30 am-12.30.

Hatha Yoga is being held every Wednesday 7pm -8.30pm
and 11am-12pm from September

The Village Art classes are held every Monday evening
7-9pm and Wednesday afternoon 1.30pm-3.30pm

Parish Council meetings every 3rd Tuesday of the month

Visit our website, www.peterchurchvillagehall.org
The new booking form is now on the website along with
what’s happening at the Hall.

We are looking for people who would like to join our
committee.

Peterchurch Village Hall is a community building, run by a
small committee of dedicated trustees. It is the ideal venue
for local events, and is available for hire from /10 an hour.

As well as hosting many a birthday party, the hall has a few
regular user groups. We always welcome new groups!

If you wish to hire the hall or have any other inquiries, please
call any of these numbers:

The Booking Secretary (Sarah) - 07774 457887

The Chairman (Brendan) - (01981) 550 482

The Hall - (01981) 551 162
(Please leave a message if you are unable to reach anyone on
the numbers above.)

THE MONDAY CLUB
This friendly little club is run at Peterchurch Village Hall
every Monday serving Teas and Coffee.

Not much has happened this month: so far I have heard 1
think everyone is getting ready for Christmas (sorty)

I have heard through the powers that be that there may be a
shopping trip to Trago Mills in Merthyr Tydfil on
Wednesday 22nd November but this date may change so
please keep in touch for more details.I have a feeling that the
next couple of months are going to very busy.

We had some sad news that Derek Maund had passed away.
He had been coming to club for many years with his late wife
Jenny and had recently started coming again and many
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people loved hearing his stories . Our thoughts go out to his
family.

We have now gone back to our normal opening times of 10
am -12 pm

We are always looking for volunteers and if you feel you
would like to help us as a volunteer please ring Mrs. Kath
Gaze at 01981550579. You don’t have to do it every
Monday. We are happy with any time available. It’s just
making Tea and Coffee.

Notices and Advertisements

Longtown Village Hall

Is offering you the chance to help it grow and thrive in
2024

The hall offers excellent facilities and a fantastic setting in the
heart of the village.

From January 2024, it needs a Booking Clerk
to further develop and manage bookings for the hall.

The present one is stepping back from the voluntary role, but
will work with you at the outset and help develop the process
to make it the best.

If you are just interested and want to ask questions,
or are ready to take on the opportunity, please email

bookings@longtownvillagehall.org.uk
or ring 01873 288 289

Concerts o Craswall

Dates for the Diary 2024

30th Anniversary Season

| 6th March 2024
The Marmen Quartet
6th July 2024
Katherine Gowers, Amy Norrington,
Jams Coleman and The Elysian Singers
with their conductor Sam Laughton
18th August 2024
Chroma Harp Duo

| 2th October 2024
Ensemble Moliere

www.concertsforcraswall.org
Registered Charity No: 1092005

T

The Sacconi Quartet with William Howard, piano

Friday, 3 November at 7.00pm (doors open 6.30pm)
5t Mary's Church, Hay-on-Wye, HR3 SEB

Known throughout the world for its creativity and integrity of
interpretation, the Sacconi String Quartet joins forces with internationally
renowned concert planist William Howard in a programime of music by
Franz Schubert, Graham Fitkin, lonathan Dove and César Franck.

Tickets and full details at www.haymusic.org
Tickets also from the Hay Tourist Bureau or at the door if still available.

(New Creative Arts

Limited spaces
available so

please call
to book your
place.

like-minded artists. All abilities are welcome!
Starting on
Wednesday 8th November 2023
1:00pm - 3:00pm
Drybridge House, St Martins St, Hereford, HR2 75G
First session free, £3 thereafter

The first session is free (whenever they join) and then it is £3
thereafter. Tea, coffee, cake and all the materials and equipment
will be provided.

Join a group of like-minded creative individuals, all abilities
welcome. We will be trying a range of different arts and crafts,
looking at artists and having guest artists to visit.

To reserve a place or for more information please call 0800 008

6077 or email referralhub@ageukhw.org.uk.

Planting trees to
help our rivers

Planting the right tree in the
right place can benefit the
Wye, its tributaries, and the
surrounding area by keeping
m Wye & Usk Foundation | water clean, keeping rivers
cool, holding water in the
landscape, storing carbon, providing shelter for livestock
and improving biodiversity.

Wye & Usk Foundation Agricultural Advisors are offering free
advice and support to landowners to apply for the England
Woodland Creation Offer grant by visiting
www.gov.uk/guidance/england-woodland-creation-offer

Or to find out more, contact Katie Parkinson, Natural
Capital Officer at The Wye & Usk Foundation, on
katie@wyeuskfoundation.org
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Two decades of experience

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri:

Late night Thurs:

Saturday:

Sunday (Nov - April):
(May - Oct):

Bank Holiday Mondays

7.30 am - 5.30 pm
7.30 am - 7.00 pm
7.30 am - 4.00 pm
10.00 am - 2.00 pm
10.00 am - 12 noon
10.00 am - 2.00 pm

Many congratulations to our Longtown Post Office Mistress Jenny, celebrating 20 years of Post Office service this
month. It is two decades since Jenny took up the role in a temporary caravan to keep this vital service open. There
have been many changes and challenges over the years, lucky for us all Jenny has been keen for the community to

be put first.

Christmas made easy at Hopes

Our 2023 Christmas orders forms are go, make life easy order now with a selection of pick up days to plan ahead.

Don’t like shopping much, make a Christmas appointment and have the shop to yourself on a Wednesday evening
or Sunday afternoon to browse at your leisure and sample a local tipple or two.

Starting in November from Saturday afternoon and Sunday our additional Christmas display will be out for your

perusal.

LONGTOWN POST OFFICE
Saturday 9am ~ 1lam & Monday to Friday 10.30am ~ 3.30pm

Last dates for Christmas Posting

1st class
2nd class

Mon 18th December
Wed 20th December

International Posting Dates for Christmas 2023

Africa Wed 6th December Hungary
Asia Wed 6th December Ireland
Australia Wed 6th December Italy

Austria Wed 13th December Japan
Belgium Wed 13th December Luxembourg
Canada Mon 11th December Malta
Caribbean Wed 6th December Middle East
Central America Wed 6th December Netherlands
China Wed 6th December New Zealand
Cyprus Thur 7th December Norway
Czech Republic Mon 11th December Poland
Denmark Wed 13th December Portugal
Eastern Europe Fri 8th December Slovakia

Finland

Mon 11th December

South America

France Wed 13th December Spain
Germany Wed 13th December Sweden
Greece Fri 8th December Switzerland
Hong Kong Wed 6th December USA

For Parcel Force dates pop into the Post Office for a leaflet

Fri 8th December
Wed 13th December
Mon 11th December

Wed 6th December
Wed 13th December

Thur 7th December

Wed 6th December
Wed 13th December

Wed 6th December
Mon 11th December
Mon 11th December
Mon 11th December
Wed 11th December
Wed 11th December
Mon 11th December
Mon 11th December
Wed 11th December
Mon 11th December

Sadly no posties are based at ours, so if you want to chase an item please

call Royal Mail Hereford on 01432 346100

Hopes of Longtown — Open seven days a week 01873 860444

www.hopesoflongtown.co.uk / @HopesofLongtown / info@hopesoflongtown.co.uk

join our Facebook group Hopes of Longtown and post community/charity events for free
Like our Hopes of Longtown business page to keep up to date with news

Tag us in your passion for food and community via Twitter / Instagram / Pinterest / Facebook
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ADVERTISING DIRECTORY

Contact: Jill Cook
Clodock Mill, Longtown, Hereford
HR2 OPD

01873 860408
jill@clodockmill.com

Agricultural services

ANDREW PHILLIPS, GLANDWR FARM
Agricultural & Domestic Weed Control
Large and small areas
Fencing and Ditch cleaning
Small and large bales of Hay
and Straw
Weed wiping service
Any amounts
01873 860208 / 07903 933820

HEDGELAYING & FENCING

Agricultural - Domestic - Equestrian
01981 241115 07807 079027
marklewishedglaying@gmail.com

ball

INSURANCE

Agricultural Insurance
with Price Checker

INDEPENDENT ADVICE ¢ COMPETITIVE COVER
50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Farm Insurance

Abergavenny based Neil Smith is best placed to give
Independent Advice, Great Premiums, Great Cover
being a Farmer in his own right.

Satisfied with your existing Insurer or not, it won’t cost
you anything to get a quote?

Pick up the phone and give Neil a call on 07885
257788 quoting Black Mountains Group Newsletter
for your 20% discount.

T: 07885 257788

E: neil@frball.com
W: www.frball.com

S Powells

Edward Fletcher § X
Asgaciale Rursl Surveyor

a0 (@ O0TE8] IRE58E6
Bl'ﬂnlu'll'l'. Hetchinrd® powglisrural,c o, uk
0 www. powellsrural ook

O T4
QR0 T

Animal care

The Wild Bird Store \
“= Wild Bird Food and Accessories ~ ~*
01432 340500
www.thewildbirdstore.co.uk
Free delivery in Herefordshire
every weekday from 9.30 am
Unit 7, Ramsden Court, Rotherwas
Hereford HR2 6NT

Retail store open Monday-Friday, 9am to 12.30pm
Call for your free 24 page catalogue

Helping enterprise
to flourish
Chief Helper
Christine Hope

07875 384439
www.hopetoachieve.co.uk
Passionate aboul rural businegss,

entrepreneursnip and

making a difference

Food & Catering

The Lrown Inn

=g !
Traditional Sunday Lunch Served (e HE
All Day Sunday Restaurant & Bar o = .
iils seread eyt Scan! Rednasday dunng e imag)
Fizgl Ak & Lacal Ciders "HéS Avalage Dutsce Bars & Cateing
Theme Migis, Boor Fuslials, Lo Vusic
Flazzs checs lor lotheoming evars
The Crowm Inn, Longtown, Hereford. HR2 OLT
Tel: (01873) 860 217
www.crewninnlengtown.co.uk

¥ i 1 b B T Py
Renrlestone Farm Iee Cream
I coresarn prarkoar oo faren colfes shop & Sghi
unchas, Wocdland walks & oay aress
leser ez for siee: on Faren all year round
OPEM
Aol b the end of Saplernzer
11 to 4 ‘Wadnescay -ts Frdeay
11 ke b Waorannds & Bank Haliday kMondays

Tel: 01381 240322

inla®@iowlesionecodrt. ao. uk

Health and well-being
‘,., E #
X 'ﬁl‘”m’

i

¥

~

THIL: HAY BINDERS
(Christing Cleaton)
Feepaair, ;-::-::‘.ur.1li!::-|| anu -'-::-Inrll-:iiHJ uf cdalh

ardl leather baund books.
MNew binding in histonic or modem stylea

Thie Blacksimithis Shajr, Lion Slraat,
Hay-on Wye. Hereford. HR3 HaD
Tezl: {01487) B20040 ar (D12A81) S10E674

www.thehaybinders.co.uk

Business & Financial

PRI NTZ‘NEA R
Far all i pevenarkanal weas ond embvicsiy nesss
Monday-Thursday 9-3.30 ~ Friday 9-12

M Mininsue Orler

PFairteld Schocl anitorm availzbly
1 Huocae f [ockhey LU
1his 4 i0d Forgr | adiissria’ Fatane
Frrorchereh, Tleresorsd, TTR2 05T
019851 5350467 capzooversigmall.com

Kymin

Financial Planners

Contact Simon Aston
on 01633 840000

For advice on Savings,
Investments and
Retireament Planning

wi www. kymin.co.uk
t: 01633 840000
e info@kymin.co.uk

Eyrmin House, 35 Bridge Streat,
Mewvport, South Wales, MP20 4BH

5 Lrd is Authansnn and Seguiaben by
Suthoaty, Frm et Mo TR0

WS—~& MOBILE UNISEX

- HAIRDRESSER
N3 01873 860279
HEALING-SHIATSU

Christopher Sheehan. HSEC. FwSS.
Sessions in Hereford and Longtown

chris @eryritai-ji.co.uk
01873 860667
07870 149 745

www.eryritai-ji.co.uk

f SARAH L. HOPE ssc. (ost) A

Registered Osteopath
Old Hall Farm, Orcop, Herefordshire HR2 8ET
Tel: 01981 580 371

A 4
( Platalie’'s )

Eeanty Salon

Waxing, Facials, Massage Manicures,
Pedicures, Tinting, Make Up
St Tropez Spray Tanning

\ Weshwood, Ewyas Harold /
Tel: 07813120172
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LOGS FOR SALE

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
™ PLEASE CALL - (}IQBI 31 0292 e

Local Makers
FIONA’S FURNISHINGS

For all your soft furnishing needs -

curtains, pelmets, blinds, cushions,
bedding and more

Please contact

Fiona Witcher
01981 242040 / 07811 396258

City & Guilds qualified. Free home consultation.

Q

Cherished Funerals

Call Kate Gladwyn on:

01873 860675
07975 558250

Longtown, Hereford
HR2 OLX

cherishedfunerals.co.uk
{) @cherishedfunerals

An independent family-run funeral service
covering our local area, Golden Valley,
Hay-on-Wye & Herefordshire

anthony
eradly

furniture makar
custo e o voarscureent
fromn oo frmfoer

01981 5101

rakonugn @aras newstor sk mergorst:

anthonyandbenna@gmail.com

[ 2

Jo Rowland b
Dressmatker N
Clothing, costumes and soft furnishings

Fountain Cottage
Newton St Margarets
Hereford

HR2 0QW

jarowland@hotmaiL com - Al
01981 510136 b b
07917 125053 J-

¥ =
=

Maintenance & Services

Golden Valley Funeral Services

Independent Family Funeral Directors

Proudly supporting our local community
since 2018

Family run funeral directors covering
Hereford and surrounding areas.

We are here for you 24 hours a day, 365
days a year, call us at your time of need.

01981 257203
gvfs@btconnect.com
Wormbridge Court, HR2 9DH

www.goldenvalleyfuneralservices.com

£} @goldenvalleyfuneralservices

THE GUN WORKS

Airguns
Shotguns
Rifles

Servicing, Repairs, Alterations,
Refinishing and Gun Fitting.

Registered Firearms Dealer
Contact James Phillips
07503 616760
Jjames @thegunworks.co.uk
www.thegunworks.co.uk

TED WILLIAMS & SONS

Eslablishod 158
FUMERAL DIRECTORS &
MONUMENTAL MASONS
Preepaid funeral plan available
Alzcally owred family business sanving tha Asergavermy
and surraunding disincss for aver 100 years

Deduzled Chage & Reasl Aoors « Privale Car Park &t
Park Road Funeral Home, Abergavenny
Telephone: 01873 853942 or 854358

EVANS PLUMBING SERVICES

Bathroom Installations
Heating Installations
Magna Cleans
24 Hour Call Outs

All Plumbing Works Undertaken

Adam Evans
07497 869302
adamevans2618@gmail.com

Martin
Griffiths

BUILDING CONTRACTOR

Stonewoark & Oak Framing
Barn Conversions & Renowationa
MNew House Builds & Extensions
Septic Tanks & Bio-discs Fitted

Tel: 01873 BEDBESE Clodock. Herefordshire

s

Pk
WATKINS

GEMERAL BUILDER &
ROOFING CONTRACTOR

MEADOW BANE, LOMNGTOWH,
HEREFORDSHIRE. HR2 OMA

TELEFHOME: 01873 860683

?Nmrjir‘mnal:ggme w

Daslity, Bespoks Hardimade Sevice
Coarrs, Yeiredoas, Conservranes & Much Bars
il 7. Fameden Courl, Ramsaden Rosd,
Rothersaes, Haraford. HEZ GHT
Tal: 014537 575635 - Mablla: Q7786 §1506E
wvratradiiaralonaryhenclors oo.uk
Conlact ue far 8 FAEE Juole

RP ELECTRICAL

Qualified Electrician

All Electrical Work Undertaken
Including:

Solar PV & Battery Installations.
Electric Vehicle Charging Points.
Testing & Inspection. Fault Finding etc
roger.probert@icloud.com

07814 008626

Property services

ABSOLUTE GARDENING

Professional garden services
Keiranphillips?8pgooglemail.com

076896999529
Absolutegardening.co.uk
Fully insured

Free quates

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
PEST CONTROL SPECIALISTS

01873 830204

Bees = Wasps » Flies = Ants
Rats = Mice = Fleas = Moles
info(@pandppestcontrol.co.uk

<hpta @
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All aspects of groundworks, construction and steel
building erections

We specidalise in:

Ground source heat systems
Electric cables

Ponds/lakes

Treatment plants

Supply & disposal of soils

Tree shear with 300mm cut
Bulldozing

Tractor & Dump trailer hire
Footings 4
Concreting

Ditching

Pipe laying

Site clearance

Muck away

Driveways

Drainage

Contact: Tommy Wood-Cole
Phone: 07964355422 _.
Email: TommyWood-Cole@hotmail.com

SOLUTIONS

fisi@me.com

Painting & Decorating
Tim Jones

Tel 01981 540242

Mob 07810 895355

3 Generations of experience,
specialising in Painting & Decorating
services.

General property maintenance
duties carried out.

Fully insured.
Good competitive rates.

A high standard of workmanship &
customer satisfaction guaranteed.

MATTHEW MAFLIN

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING AND
DECORATING SERVICES

Internal and exterior decoration
Tel: 01873 860867
Mobile: 07497258129
matthewmaflin@gmail.com
Public Liability Insurance held
References available on request

Kevin Williamson

Mob: 07810 288115
Evenings: 01432 378163

kwilliamson027@hotmail.co.uk

K&D building and landscaping

All aspects of building new and old
undertake

Drainage specialist/septic tanks
Fencing specialists

All aspects of landscaping/
patios/decking /ponds/retainers
and stone walls

All internal work carried out

Over 20 years experience between
us and a large portfolio

Richard Watkins
01981 240 185
07947 959 452

Taxi & Private Hire services

Woodland and Garden

AVALON TREE SURGERY
WE CARE FOR YOUR TREES

MATTHEW THOMAS
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
NPTC QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED
WWW.AVALONTREESURGERY.CO.UK

01981 541307
07794 569284

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN

\

TUGWELL TREE
SERVICES

For a professional service in all
aspects of tree care, including
Pruning, Felling, Planting
Supplying Trees & Shrubs and
Hedge Maintenance

Specialists in:
Tree Reports & Surveys,
Stump Removal with a
High Power Narrow

=i, Access Stump Grinder
"% for all those inaccessible
stumps

DAVID TUGWELL Tech Cert. Arbor A
Bridge End, Newton St Margarets. HR2 OQP
Tel: 01981 510104 / 07968 093898 )

jE ONES

Minibuses and
Private Hire

16 & 8 seat minibuses

4 seat Land Rover Discovery

Hassle-free travel to suit you

MARTIN WATKINS
ELECTRICAL COMTRACTING
New Housze, Cobhall Court,
Allensmere, Harefordshire. HRZ 9BG
Email; mwelecon@gmail.com
Tel: 07674 244653
Part P Registered
Droenestic, Agricultural, Carmmercial, Electrical
Installation, Maintenance & Inspectian & Testing

01981 510356
07583 527402

jejonesprivatehire@outlook.com

DAVE WATKINS

All Aspects of Tree Sarvices Coverad
Fully NPTC Covered & Insured

Local ta Longtown/Pontrilas
but cover any surrcunding areas

Tree Removal
Pollarding
Hedge Trimming
Tree Reductions
Site Clearance & Chipping
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER & DECEMBER

November Sunday 10th Desember .
Sunday 5th November 9.30am Clodock Holy Communion
9.30am Llanveynoe Holy Communion Sunday 17th December
3.00pm St Margaret’s Informal Service 11.00am Craswall Carol Service
Sunday 12th November 4.00pm Newton Carols & Mulled Wine
10.50am Clodock Service of Remembrance Saturday 23rd December
Sunday 19th November 4~28Pm Iéllar(livqgloe ghrlsltlsngle.
9.30am  Craswall Holy Communion 7.30pm odoc arol Service
3.00pm Newton Holy Communion Christmas Eve Sunday 24th December
Sunday 26th November 3.00pm 1Sv}.l\/}llar%a;et s X Ililarinlzf: Carol Se}mce
11.00am Michaelchurch ~ Holy Communion 9.00pm ichacichure oly Lommunion
December 2023 Christmas Day Monday 25th December
Sunday 3rd December 10.00am Clodock Holy Communion
9.30am Llanveynoe Morning Worship Sunday 31st December
3.00pm St Margaret’s Holy Communion 11.00am Newton Holy Communion
EVENTS PLANNER
Wed 01 November  2.30-4.30pm Longtown Library, Longtown Village Hall
Wed 01 November | 7.30pm Escleyside Gardening Club: Dr Roger Lloyd, Hydrangeas, a Gentle Obession
Sat 04 November  10.00am-4.00pm  “Singing Matters” workshop, Longtown Village Hall
Sat 04 November | 3.00pm Book signing by Chris Green, The House beneath the Black Hill. The Cornewall Arms
Longtown & District Historical Society: Bob Steele,
Mon 06 November - 7.30pm The Golden Valley Railway, the Great Western Years. Longtown Village Hall
Tue 07 November | 7.30pm Craswall Hall Whist Drive
Thu 09 November Longtown Thursday Club Christmas shopping, Cribbs Causeway, Bristol
Fri 10 November | 7.30pm Newton St Margarets Women’s Guild: AGM, snacks and chats. Newton Parish Room
Tue 14 November  7.30pm Craswall Hall Whist Drive
Wed 15 November Bassett, Canadian Indie-Folk Duo, Escleyside Hall
Sat 18 November | 10.00am Craswall Coffee Morning, Craswall Village Hall
Sat 18 November | 10.00am-noon Longtown & Districy W1, Coffee Cake & Christmas
Tue 21 November  7.30pm0 Craswall Hall Whist Drive
Sat 25 November  10.00am-noon Longtown Village Projects, Longtown Castle
Sun 26 November | 10.00am-4.00pm | Christmas Craft Fair, Ewyas Harold Craft Centre
Tue 28 November | 7.30pm Craswall Hall Whist Drive
Sat 02 December | 10.00am-noon Book signing by Chris Green, The House beneath the Black Hill. Hopes of Longtown
Sat 02 December | 7.30pm Bingo, Craswall Hall.
Wed 06 December | 2.30-4.30pm Longtown Library, Longtown Village Hall
Wed 06 December | 7.00-9.00pm Christmas Shopping Fair, Longtown Village Hall
Fri 15 December Craswall Young Farmers Panto, Longtown Village Hall
Sat 16 December Craswall Young Farmers Panto, Longtown Village Hall
Sat 23 December Craswall Young Farmers Carol Singing
Sat 23 December  16:00:00 Christingle Service, Llanveynoe church
Sun 24 December Craswall Young Farmers Carol Singing
Sat 30 December  10.00am-noon Longtown Village Projects, Longtown Castle
Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) (CALL YOUR)]
Peterchurch Police & Fire Hub, Hereford HR2 ORU. 01981 550253 LOCAL
PC 3687 Jeff Rouse 07870 150972  jeff.rouse@westmercia.police.uk Pouks
PCSO Margaret Andrzejewska 07773 053895 margaret.andrzejewska@westmercia.police.uk |E '0'
Contact: 101 ext 4820 — Email: goldenvalley.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk i i




