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From the Clergy

A mild and calm November day brought 1,185 refugees
across the channel — women, children and men — a number
that’s similar to the total population served by this parish
magazine. It’s the highest number of refugees in one day, in
a year that has seen 23,500 people making this dangerous
journey, with no guarantee of being granted asylum status at
their journey’s end.

Jon Featonby, the refugee and asylum policy manager at
British Red Cross, said in a recent newspaper article: “It is a
brutal, life-threatening journey, especially in the worsening
winter weather. The immediate priorities must be to save
lives and to ensure anyone who makes it to the UK is met
with dignity and compassion — dry clothes, medical care,
food, clean water and a safe place to sleep.’

Within days of these landings, I had the joy of retelling the
nativity story with a group of Key Stage 1 children (that’s
infants in old money) at one of our primary schools; it’s very
special watching children making this ancient story their own.

This year it’s not the cosy familiarity of the story that draws
me, but its grittiness. A young, unmarried mother facing
potential rejection by her community; a young couple
compelled by an occupying army to travel to register for a
census; Mary, so close to her due date, travelling in harsh
conditions for over a week to reach Bethlehem. In spite of
Mary’s condition, accommodation is in short supply, so she
gives birth in poor surroundings, without the support of
family a first-time mother might expect; the couple are
visited by strangers who offer both gifts and unsettling
insights into the future of their new baby. A threat to those
in power from his birth, according to St Matthew’s account,
Jesus and his parents are forced to leave all that’s familiar and
journey to Egypt as refugees. How many of those travelling
across the channel might recognise part of their own story in
the story we love to retell at Christmas?

I wanted to play Mary in the nativity. When other Marys
were chosen, an angel was a good compromise (great wings),
followed by a king (sparkly costume), a shepherd (less
attractive costumes but with the benefit of toy sheep). 1
never had a desire to be the innkeeper (plain costume, too
grumpy) but this year I see this character differently. There’s
no mention of him (or her) in the gospel account, which
gives us permission to use our imaginations. I see a busy and
harassed person, delighted their inn is full but most likely
counting the days to when their guests will clear off home. A
woman about to give birth was the last thing they needed
but, in spite of this, the innkeeper shows compassion. Mary
and Joseph are found some space, perhaps the innkeeper
called the local mid-wife, brought clean water, offered a
simple meal and some dignity. I hope that in my Christmas
busyness, I might not miss the opportunity to be an
innkeeper ...

With blessings this Christmas. Revd Luci

DECEMBER AND JANUARY READINGS
Sunday December 5th
Old Testament

New Testament

Gospel

Malachi 3: 1-4
Philippians 1: 3-11
Luke 3: 1-6, Luke 1: 68-79
Cont'd ...

Sunday December 12th
Old Testament
New Testament

Zephaniah 3: 14-end
Philippians 4: 4-7

Gospel Luke 3: 7-18
Sunday December 19th
Old Testament Micah 5: 2 — 5a

Hebrews 10: 5-10
Luke 1: 39-45 (46-55)

New Testament
Gospel
Christmas Eve
Old Testament
New Testament

Isaiah 52: 7-10
Hebrews 1: 1-4 (5-12)

Gospel John 1: 1-14
Christmas Day
Old Testament Isaiah 9: 2-7

Titus 2: 11-14
Luke 2: 1-14 (15-20)

New Testament

Gospel

Sunday 26th December
Old Testament

New Testament

2 Chronicles 24: 20-22
Acts 7: 51-end

Gospel Matthew 10: 17-22
Sunday January 2nd

Old Testament Isaiah 60: 1-6
New Testament Ephesians 3: 1-12
Gospel Matthew 2: 1-13
Sunday January 9th

Isaiah 43: 1-7
Acts 8: 14-17
Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22

Old Testament

New Testament
Gospel

Sunday January 16th
Old Testament

New Testament

Isaiah 62: 1-5
1 Corinthians 12: 1-11

Gospel John 2: 1-11

Sunday January 23rd

Old Testament Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10
New Testament 1 Corinthians 12: 12-  31a
Gospel Luke 4: 14-21

Sunday January 30th

Malachi 3: 1-5
Hebrews 2: 14-end
Luke 2: 22-40

Old Testament
New Testament
Gospel

Deanery Update

As we enter this season of Advent and approach Christmas,
there are many services and events being planned
throughout the Deanery. For all details of these do keep
checking our website. There’s a variety of types of services
across too many different locations to list here!

Have you heard the word Cluster? Are you wondering what
they are and how they might involve your A cluster is the
name for a handful of parishes working together. Some
parishes are already operating in this way, for others it’s a
new step. The idea behind Clusters is to enable people to
offer worship, care for one another, and tell the good news
of Jesus by sharing practical resources. Clusters ensure that
every parish is sustainable by supporting each other in fund-
raising, maintenance and repairs. Your local church warden
will be able to tell you what other communities are in your
Cluster and in the New Year, you’ll begin to see evidence of
how they’re working and what they’re up tol
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Our team of four Rural Pioneer Priests (Cate, Luci, Mark
and Simon) continue to work on their particular areas of
mission. Do pray for the initiatives that are developing which
include communities in growing villages, Grow Strong group
for young people, the Golden Valley Pilgrim Way and those
coming to our churches, perhaps for the first time, for Life
Events.

If you couldn’t go along to speak with Bishop Richard at the
listening event at Escleyside Hall recently there are a couple
more opportunities to do this in December, the closest being
Wednesday 8th December at The Bishop’s Palace,
Hereford. See https://hereford.anglican.org/about-
us/our-vision/strategy-reboot/ for more details

Best wishes and thanks to you for all the support given to all
our churches and their communities throughout the year in
so many ways, and we look forward, with hope, to 2022.

Anne Liloyd Deanery Mission Coordinator
01981 620145 | abbeydoredmc@gmail.com

NEW RURAL PIONEER PRIEST

In October, a new Rural Pioneer Priest, Rev Cate Thomson, joined
the Deanery team. Here’s a note from her:

My name is Caitlin (though feel welcome to call me Catel)
and I am 31 years old — I was born in Oxfordshire but grew
up in a market town in Cumbria. I’ve lived in a lot of places
over the years, and I enjoy getting to know new people and
areas.

Most of my time before ordination was spent studying (my
background is English and Applied Linguistics), but I had a
brief stint teaching English as a second language in a Hong
Kong Kindergarten. In my free time I enjoy reading, creative
pursuits (music, drawing & crafts), and playing board games
with friends. I especially enjoy sci-fi and fantasy novels and
movies. I look forward to meeting you. Rev Cate

REVD. NICHOLAS LOWTON AND THE KAMILI TRUST
Nicholas’ favourite charity is the Kamili Trust in Kenya,
which provides mental health and other medical care to those
in need. He asked that the charity be the recipient of any
funds raised towards a farewell gift. The impressive total of
£1420 came via the collection plate at his final service in
Clodock church and the online donations page. Well done
and thank you to all who contributed.

The BMG Churchwardens

Thanks

THANK YOU, FROM NICHOLAS

I had hoped to be able to include this in an earlier edition of
the Newsletter, but The Kamili Organisation had anted to
include a note of thanks for the donations offered them at
my final service, and it proved ingeniously complicated for
the funds to reach them. Anyway they now have, and my
good friend Melanie Blake, who set up the organisation in
2009 has sent me this note to thank all of you for the gift to
the organisation of £1420:

On behalf of Kamili Organisation, 1 wonld like to send my heartfelt
thanks for the extremely generous donation. In these difficult times we
are humbled when people think of those suffering with Mental Health
issues on the other side of the world. Your donation will ensure that
Kamili’s outreach clinics in the counties all over Kenya will continue to

provide quality accessible mental health services to people in very remote
areas.

From the team, our patients, the carers.
Thank _you all and God bless you, may you stay safe and well.
Melanie Blake MBE

There are many other thanks I need to add. Thank you first
of all to everyone who turned up to that final service: it was
very moving to see so many of you there. It was also really
kind of so any of you to provide so much food and drink.
Delicious!

I have also been very touched by the many letters, cards,
emails, phone calls and conversations I have had: you have
been unnecessarily kind, but they have meant a huge amount
to me.

At the moment, I am taking a break from all active ministry
until after Christmas. This is giving me the chance to gain a
clearer idea of what I would like to do in the future. My
licensing as Public Preacher means that I will be able to
operate wherever I am asked, except, of course, here. Itis the
understandable and sensible rule that no priest operates in
parishes which he or she used to serve in.

Anyway, much of my attention of late has been focused on
the garden, which brings me to my final ‘thank you’ for the
rose bush given to me by you to mark my retirement. It has
— to date - escaped the depredations of my randomly
rose-pruning puppy (Baldwin, since you ask.) Nicholas Lowton

CLODOCK CHURCH THANK YOU
A big thank you to everyone who helped with the beautiful
flower arrangements for Nicholas’ farewell service.

Also many thanks to all who helped decorate the church for
the harvest festival and at other times throughout the year.

We have been gradually reintroducing the flower rota and 1
will prepare a new one which will start in January. If there is
anyone who would like to join the rota, once or twice a year,
please let me know. Maggie Collins

FROM SHEILA WATKINS

I cannot put into words my gratitude for the offers of help
and support that have so kindly been offered to me at this
difficult time. Your kindness and thoughtfulness has helped
me enormously to come to terms with what has happened. I
am overwhelmed by all your love and friendship.

CLODOCK CHURCHYARD
A huge thank you to the hardworking souls, from Clodock
and other parishes who helped out at the workday, and
throughout the autumn, that made huge steps toward
improving and maintaining the environment of the
churchyard. Many hands make light work: Acts 20:35 I hawe shonn
you i every 1wy, by labouring like 1his, that you st support the sveak. .And rementber
the words of the 1ord Jesus, that He sadcl, 5 is 1ore blessed to give than 1o recesve.

Nick V anghan

CLODOCK GRAVEYARD

Another huge debt of gratitude to the group of volunteers
who have helped in the regular maintenance of Clodock
Graveyard throughout the summer, caring for all the graves
of those departed ensuring that the burial ground is kept
beautiful, accessible and linked to the communities of
Clodock, Longtown and Craswall. It is a substantial
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commitment on their part: Deuteronomy 11:12 A Jand that
the Lord your God cares for. The eyes of the Lord your God are alhways
upon it, from the beginning of the year to the end of the year.

When tending family graves, please help us to take care of
the churchyard by taking home with you any wreaths or
flower wrappings and other removable items that are no
longer required. We are unable to provide facilities for this
purpose. Do not leave plastic wrapper, glass jars or plastics
in the graveyard or compost area.

Please ensure you comply with the Diocesan churchyard
regulations that are displayed in the churchyard and porch
paying particular heed of the type of container and ‘flowers’
that should be used. We thank you for your co-operation.
Nick Vanghan

FrROM DIANA ROBINSON

I would like to thank all my friends in the Longtown area
especially the Longtown W.I. for all their kindness and
support during the last difficult year or so. Without any family
nearby, you have been truly wonderful.

I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and Healthy 2022.

BENEFICE SONGS OF PRAISE 31ST OCTOBER

Many thanks to all those in the community who contributed
to the successful Songs of Praise, it was a lovely opportunity
to sing and hear a variety of hymns that have a special
meaning or memories for the individuals who chose to share.
It was great to hear the Black Hill Voices ring around
Clodock church once again. Nick V anghan

Forthcoming events
F, m Yo 2 P

RToE e O

Every first Wednesday of the month

Next open on 1st December

Community
coftee Horning

N/4d%

Friday 3 December
08:30-10:30

Longtown Village Hall
Open to everyone!

-

ALAW AT THE ESCLEYSIDE HALL, MICHAELCHURCH
HR2 0PT - Saturday, 4th December, 2021 7.30pm
Courtesy of ARTS ALIVE, don’t miss this long-awaited
evening of LIVE MUSIC from the fabulous “Welsh Super
Group” ALAW. Oli, Dylan and Nia have a shared passion
for the traditional music of Wales. With fiddle, guitar, and
Nia’s exceptional voice, we are promised an evening of

J

“stirring  songs” and

contemporary edge.

Tickets available through ARTS ALIVE or phone 01981
510116.

NB. Flicks in the Sticks will recommence in 2022. Keep
Wednesday 19th January 7.30pm free for “KNIVES OUT”
starring Daniel Craig.

“driving jigs” maybe with a

LONGTOWN THURSDAY CLUB

Our final event of 2021, will be our Christmas Lunch on
the 9th December, which, this year, we have unfortunately
had to restrict to members.

Our first meeting of 2022 will be on Thursday 3rd March,
when we hope to return to a normal programme of meetings
and outings. In the meantime, we should like to thank
everyone for their help in coming through the last two years,

and wish all readers a peaceful and restorative Christmas and
New Year. Hazel Pugh and Panline Jones

TEA SET

The Tea Set continues to meet regularly on the third
Wednesday of every month in Newton Church room, 2.30 -
5.00. All are welcome to pop in for a chat over tea and cake.
Do mark up your calendars for next year!

However this December there is a change: we will be open
on Tuesday December 14th, 2.30 - 5.00 as always and at
Newton Church room. Please note this change of date and
come along for a festive afternoon, greet and see your
friends, and meet newcomers.  Elizabeth May

YOUNG FARMERS CLUB

At the moment, most of our attention is focused on our
annual pantomime “Treasure Island”, which will be
presented on the 17th and 18th December at Longtown
Village Hall, Covid permitting.

October held a lot of activity for Craswall YFC including
New Members Evening, Hereford Cattle Judging, Live and
Carcass, NFYFC’s 90th Anniversary, Llanthony Show’s
Hedging and stone walling Comp at Tyn-y-berth and lastly
our Spooky Farm walk.

On to November, Craswall YFC were invited by Marcus
Lloyd and family to attend a Bonfire, Fireworks and Clay
Pidgeon shoot, with many a comment about how well it
went.

Friday 12th November, HFYFC held their “Junior Quiz”
we sent three full teams with a member to spare, who
teamed up with Ledbury YFC.  Phi/ Powell, CYFC Secretary

Phillip_blackhill@live.co.uk | 07468 411649

Family Carol Service

Thursday 23™ December 3pm
£t Margaret's Church
A shore, Infarmal canc| service.
Fixliowed by hot Chocolatemulied
LWIneE ana minde pres,

Everyohe welCome !
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The Parish Church of St Peter and St Beuno
in Llanveynoe

is delighted to invite you all to a service of

C%ristingle

9

ais

At the church on Christmas Eve, Friday 24" December.

There’ll be a Christingle candle for every child (and for
anybody who would like one).

To warm your cockles on this festive eve we’ll be glad
to serve you

a Mulled Wine or a Hot Spiced Apple Juice from
4.30pm.

The service will begin at 5 o’clock

And many of us are looking forward to
Carols at the Castle afterwards.

CAROLS AT THE CASTLE

5.30pm on Christmas Eve at Longtown Castle.

Come and enjoy Christmas carols in the spectacular setting
of Longtown Castle. Lights, music, mulled wine, seasonal
refreshment and the opportunity to join in and sing carols on
Christmas Eve.

Children, please make a lantern and bring it along. Father
Christmas is always very busy on Christmas Eve but we hope
that Frosty the Snowman will join us. We have asked one of
his helpers to bring a collection bucket for mums and dads
to contribute towards building schools in Uganda.

See you there — don’t forget the lantern.

VITAL SPARK CONCERT

Wednesday 29th December at 7pm in Clodock Church.
Each year Vital Spark, a group of West Gallery Singers
mainly from the Malvern area willingly travel to Clodock to
present a short concert of old English carols from Clodock’s
rare West Gallery.

This will be a step back in time to that of Thomas Hardy.
Vital Spark will sing and accompany their programme by
candle-light. Mulled wine and seasonal refreshment will be
provided. The concert is free, but there will be a retiring
collection for the schools Bob Burson builds and supports
in Uganda.

LONGTOWN WASSAIL

Sad news: Normally the traditional Longtown Wassail takes
place in eatly January. It is with great regret that again it has
had to be cancelled for reasons beyond our control. Here’s
hoping for next year. Bob Burson

Local Newsround

LONGTOWN & DISTRICT WI

At our meeting on November 9th we welcomed Penny
Platts, the archivist for the Herefordshire Federation of
Women's Institutes. Penny brought along some fascinating
material from the archives, and spoke to us about the best
way to preserve our WI documents and other items safely
for future reference. Her talk was interesting as well as useful

and we asked Penny lots of questions about how we can
improve our current archiving system. We all enjoyed
hearing how much detective work is involved in determining
the locations and dates of unmarked photographs from W1I
functions in the past. Libby Davis

MICHAELCHURCH ESCLEY PRIMARY AND PRE SCHOOL
Christmas is fast approaching and this is, as I’'m sure you are
aware, an incredibly exciting time in primary schools with so
much to look forward to. Our youngest children in Squirrel
Class will be visiting Father Christmas again at the Madley
Environmental Centre. Mr Crocker will be gathering our
school Christmas tree with a small group of lucky children,
then there is Christmas Decoration Day, the panto at the
Courtyard, our delicious school Christmas dinner (with a
visit from a white bearded gentleman to follow) and, most
excitingly, the return of our Walking Nativity in
Michaelchurch to look forward to as well. Last year’s nativity
could not go ahead because of Covid restrictions. This year,
we will be asking everyone who attends to wear a face mask
and for all adults and high school pupils attending to have
negative lateral flow tests before coming along.

Swimming this term has been a huge success. Because of the
closure of swimming pools due to Covid, the majority of
children had either done very little or no swimming at all for
nearly 2 years. We therefore took the decision to have two of
our full-time teachers fully trained as swimming teachers and
lifeguards. Consequently, we’re able to take groups to the
Riverside International Caravan and Leisure Park, Bronllys
and make use of their excellent facilities. The groups of
children we’ve taken so far have made excellent progress and
we look forward to continuing these sessions in the Spring
when the pool re-opens.

Covid has also had a huge impact on children’s general
physical activity levels and whilst rural children have, on the
whole, fared better than children living in urban areas, they
have still missed out on organized sporting activities during
the past 18 months or so. We have been very keen therefore,
to take advantage of as many sporting opportunities as
possible for our children. Oak Class children have
participated in hockey and football tournaments and all of
Sapling Class participated in a small-schools football
tournament too. On top of this, Year 6 spent the day in
Hereford completing their Bikeability training with the
fantastic BikeRight team. Lovely though it is to have a school
where the only traffic is just an occasional tractor or cyclist
going past the front playground, there are not really
sufficient challenges, especially when it comes to dealing
with traffic and road junctions, in Michaelchurch. We
therefore decided to transport the children, and Mr Crocker,
to Hereford so that they could complete their training in a
proper, urban environment. Not only did they have a great
time, they learnt a tremendous amount which will help them
stay safe when they venture out onto the roads.

It’s currently time to apply for a primary school place for
September 2022. The online application process is open on
the Herefordshire website, so if your child was born between
1st Sept 2017 and 31st Aug 2018 you need to make sure you
complete this before 15th January 2022. If you're interested in
sending your child to our lovely school (), youre very welcome
to contact us for a chat and a visit. We’d love to see you.
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On another note, we’re still looking for a school governor.
If you feel you would like to play a part in the governance of
our thriving, friendly rural school, please contact us by email,
admin@michaelchurch-escley.hereford.sch.uk or call
01981 510208.

To finish, I would just like to wish everyone in our
community a very merry Christmas and a happy new year

from all of us at Michaelchurch Escley Primary and Pre-
School. Louise Crocker, Headteacher

ey

HOPES

OF LONGTOWMN
wnTm e

20 Years Serving the Community

On 17th December 2021 Hopes of
Longtown will celebrate 20 years in
business, serving the small community of
Longtown.

When the village shop in Longtown closed
Christine Hope, backed by her parents and now Business
partners Jenny and Philip Hope, developed Hopes of
Longtown on the family farm in 2001. Christine saw an
opportunity for a vibrant village store which could serve its
local community in a variety of ways.

Hopes of Longtown is more than just a village shop: not
only do they stock a range of high-quality local produce, gifts
and essentials, but they also provide support to local people.
They act as a local food bank and offer a refill service
allowing people to shop in an environmentally friendly way.
Morte recently they have developed a Covid secutre shopping
environment to suit their customers differing needs, going
the extra mile by offering an individual appointment service,
popular at Christmas, allowing customers to shop at their
leisure without feeling pressured. The Post Office, which
opened at Hopes of Longtown in 2003 is an essential service
for this rural community. It provides a much needed banking
service at a time when an increasing number of banks are
closing their doors in rural towns.

Just a stone’s throw from the Welsh border, Hopes of
Longtown utilises the vast number of small businesses that
exist locally, stocking wonderful produce and gifts.
#ShopLocal30 was the brainchild of Christine, who wanted
to put local produce at the centre of the shopping basket. It
is Christine’s way of contributing to the local economy. By
encouraging customers to shop locally, jobs in the area can
be sustained and maybe even new ones created. Produce
from within 30 miles of the shop is signposted, so that
customers can easily see which products come from the local
area.

Crucial to the success of Hopes of Longtown is its staff, a
passionate team of people who value their community.
During the recent pandemic the team went above and
beyond for their customers, supporting them in whatever
way they could, ranging from a quick chat, to taking their
orders over the phone and delivering them in person on the
same day. Hopes Of Longtown has acquired many awards
and accolades over the years, but Christine prefers to
measure success by how happy her customers are. She never
stands still, always looking for new ways to add value and
offer something more to her customers.

Due to the ongoing pandemic, there won’t be a birthday

party, but rather some small gestures to celebrate 20 years in
serving a rural community.

Christine, Jenny and Philip agree, ‘We’re over the moon to
reach this milestone! We’ve come a long way and couldn’t
have done it without the support of the local community,
and members of the family coming to our rescue’.

VOWCHURCH & DISTRICT GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
Mr Paul Mason has decided to resign from the Parish
Council and his position as Chair. The Parish Council would
like to thank him for his work over the years particulatly in
developing the Neighbourhood Plan. At the September
meeting Ms Elizabeth May was elected as the new Chair. The
Parish Council also co-opted Mr Graeme Deas at the
October meeting to fill the Vowchurch vacancy left by Paul
Mason.

The local police would like to encourage everybody to sign
up for a new initiative ‘Neighbourhood Matters’ which is a
community messaging service launched by West Mercia
Police. It enables residents, businesses and community
groups across Herefordshire to find out about what is
happening  in  their  local  community.  Visit
www.neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk to sign up.

As winter is now upon us, landowners are reminded of their
responsibilities under Riperian Ownership in keeping
roadside ditches clear. This helps immensely with drainage
and keeping the roads clear of water.

Coronavirus is not going away and with flu and other
seasonal illnesses already prevalent, it is more important than
ever, that people continue to follow the advice to help
protect themselves and others.

Please wear masks in crowded areas, continue to wash hands
with soap and water and have good ventilation in the home
and work place. Test regularly, even if you don’t have
symptoms and take up the offer of a Covid vaccination,
along with your booster if you haven’t already done so. You
can download a summary of the impact of Covid-19 in
Herefordshire at:

https:/ /understanding.herefordshire.gov.uk/health/

covid-19-summary Linda Cowles,Parish Clerk
01544 321906 | vowchurchparishclerk@hotmail.com

VOWCHURCH VILLAGE HALL

Christmas Lights will be switched on at 6.30pm on
Thursday December 9th followed by mulled wine, mince
pies and the village pub.

The Village Pub Thursday December 9th from 7pm at
Vowchurch Hall.

Vowchurch Christmas Market Saturday December 18,
10am - 12 noon at Vowchurch Hall.

VAT50 November winners were: Robbie Prior (£50) and
the Craddock family (£20).

Pilates at Vowchurch Hall, Tuesdays from 6pm. Contact
hannahmthomas@hotmail.com

Bowls Wednesdays, 7 - 9 pm, Vowchurch Hall.
Tai ji Tuesdays 10-11 am at Vowchurch Hall. Contact Jane
Fleet janefleet88@gmail.com

Vowchurch Hall is available for parties, weddings and events
as well as meetings and presentations at very reasonable
rates. Enquiries to Jane Wheatley on 01981 550791,
www.vowchurchturnastonehall.co.uk
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UPDATE FROM LONGTOWN OUTDOOR LEARNING TRUST
The centre team were delighted to welcome back schools,
children's homes, charities, youth groups and families to the
centre throughout the summer months. Initial fears about
the post-lockdown ‘appetite’ of many schools quickly
subsided as residential bookings came in thick and fast. It
soon became apparent that we would need additional
manpower to keep pace with demand. Despite successful
apprentice recruitment, the recruitment environment for
other staff was (and remains) challenging. Matt Freer, our
Chair of Trustees, suggested we made an appeal to the local
community for help to enable us to get through our busiest
time. We ate indebted to the local community volunteers who
volunteered their time to assist with the huge task of washing
up for up to 120 people twice a day!

The centre’s Coronavirus operating procedures kept pace
with the DfE’s expectations for schools throughout this
period. Measures such as lateral flow testing for staff,
additional cleaning routines for accommodation and
equipment, quarantine routines for some equipment,
additional ventilation in minibuses and face mask wearing in
buses / certain rooms (and caves!) became commonplace.

One of the June weeks was the busiest the centre has ever
experienced with an unprecedented number of children,
schools and representative counties all having the opportunity
to experience the great outdoors. Although there were many
pressure points on our systems (staffing, resources, catering)
a fantastic team effort ensured the success of the summer
programmes.

The centre’s Bell Tents and campground really proved their
worth, not only providing surge capacity for accommodation
but a more affordable means for many children to have their
first experience of the great outdoors. They also proved very
popular with local children at two different Adventure Club
camps. The summer holidays not only provided the
opportunity for us to offer our Bell Tents to hire for family
camp groups from across the UK but also a chance to work
with a diverse and inspirational range of groups including the
Ellen McArthur Cancer Trust, Jamie’s Farm and the Hope
charity. We also ran holiday activities for 30 local children
and over 50 children funded by Herefordshite Council's
Holiday Activities and Food programme, ensuring that the
children had a range of healthy activities and a healthy meal
each day.

The centre was very fortunate to be able to harness some of
the Government’s recovery funding to attract three new
apprentices to join our team for the coming year. We have
been joined by Giles from Bradford, Emma from Bristol and
Michael from St. Albans. They have quickly immersed
themselves in our busy Autumn programme.

Despite alarmingly low bookings initially, this Autumn has
seen an unprecedented number of new residential bookings
including bookings from schools in Oxfordshire,
Monmouthshitre, London and Cardiff. We have also hosted
the regular monthly sessions of the Abbey Dore Deanery
Grow Strong project for local young people, a number of
Scout groups and the Limbpower charity Family weekend.
This inspirational weekend for family members with limb
deficiencies was a huge success for all concerned. We were
thrilled to hear that one of the Limbpower ambassadors who

had attended a previous Longtown weekend had just returned
from Tokyo with a Paralympic swimming Silver medall

We are also currently working with primary schools in
Garway, Kingstone, Llanvihangel Crucorney and Longtown
and run after school clubs in at least one school every evening.
These clubs remain very popular but plans are now being
made for the Spring term so do check the centre website
www.longtownoutdoorlearning.co.uk to find out whether
there are still any vacancies for the club at your school. We
have also increased the day time P.E. sessions we do with
local schools and are currently delivering weekly kayaking and
rock climbing sessions for Longtown Primary and Hidelow
Grange School pupils. It is exciting to think that some
Olympians and Paralympians of the future may be taking their
first steps in two outdoor sports whilst at the centre.

As a result of the expansion of bookings we are now
recruiting to fill a number of posts in preparation for a busy
year in 2022. The posts on offer are Catering assistant,
Domestic assistant, Activity instructor and Outdoor Learning
Tutor. Flexible employment hours are possible for all posts
which will be considered on both an employed and freelance
basis. Further information and application packs for all posts
are available on the Trust's website.
www.longtownoutdoorlearning.co.uk

We are also interested in securing some local accommodation
in the Spring for one or two staff on a ‘rent-a-room’ basis.
Accommodation would ideally be within walking / cycling
distance of the centre and would also provide access to a
kitchen and bathroom. If you have suitable accommodation
available we would love to hear from you, please do get in
touch. Mike Fawcett, Director

mike@longtownontdoorlearning.co.uk, 01873 860225

Coneerts & Craswall

S

All good things must come to an end, even a wonderfully
successful return. Thank you everyone who helped make
2021 such an enjoyable and welcome return to live music.

To our many Friends both new and returning we thank you
again for all your support. As we announced our concert
with The Eusebius Quartet in July, we were all unsure how
people would feel about meeting face to face again. The
musicians were delighted to be performing to a “real live”
audience again and we were overwhelmed by the number
of people who turned out to support them and us.

Another full house followed for guitarist Ross Morris in
August when the glorious summer weather enabled us to
enjoy this young musicians’ talents followed by pizzas from
neighbouring Chapel House Farm.

The season concluded in October with The Magnard
Ensemble — a quintet of amazingly talented young wind
musicians. A truly magnificent concert which surpassed all
expectations.

As a charity, the additional financial and support in kind
that many have again offered this year, makes a huge
difference. Thank you everyonel!

And finally to the many, many volunteers in the wider
Community who helped with the organisation of our
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concerts; feeding musicians; decorating the Churches; and
parking our audiences, thank you.

We wish everyone a very safe and happy Christmas and
New Year.

Details of our 2022 concerts now online at
www.concertsforcraswall.org

The Trustees, Concerts for Craswall
Registered Charity No 1092005

L. Herefordshire
O Council

BE AMAZING. BECOME A FOSTER CARER IN 2022

If you have been thinking about fostering, the New Year is a
great time to start your journey. By next Christmas, you could
be giving the ultimate gift to a child by transforming their lives.
Fostering ranges from short emergency stays, weekends or
holidays, to longer term placements, which means you can find
an option which fits in with your work and family commitments.
You will be fully trained and supported, and receive an excellent
financial package, plus full allowance to cover all the child’s
costs.

Options include:

° Short breaks in your home for children with disabilities

° Supporting a young adult with life skills like cooking,
laundry and budgeting.

° Therapeutic fostering — working with children with
complex behaviours.

Being the forever home that some children need.

Call the fostering team on 01432 383240, email us at
fostering@herefordshire.gov.uk or visit
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/fostering

Round and About

4th December 2021 - 10am to 5pm

Christmas Fair

St Michael’s Hall, Ewyas Harold
Come to Ewyas Harold on the 4th December to find
your individually hand craft gifts for Christmas.
We are holding this event as part of the
H Art winter show

Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th December
10.30am - 4pm
St. Deinst Church, Llangarron

FESTIVAL OF NATIVITIES

Come and see over 80 Nativities and Cribs

from around the World
Christmas Produce Table
Refreshments:- coffee, tea and cakes hot soup and
bacon rolls
Contact:- Gill Drayton - 01989 770387
or Penny Saunders 01989 770321

HAY L{usic

HEXAD
Then and Now: Christmas Music from Medieval to Modern’
Friday, 10 December at 7.00pm
5t Mary’s Church, Hay-on-Wye, HR3 SHA
Anna 5emple - mezzo-soprano, Daniel Gethin - countertenar,

Gopal Kambo - tenor, lack Granby - tenor, Simon Grant - baritone,
Piers Kennedy — bass

Traditional music and music by composers including William Cornysh,
Hans Lea Hassler, Peter Warlock, William Walton, Hugo Distler,
lohn Rutter, Piers Kennedy and Anna Semple

Full details and ticket information at www.hay_musk,nm

PETERCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
The hall is now open again for bookings.

We have a few things happening in the hall over the next few
months

Why not come for Gentle Dance exercise with Abbie Mason
10.30am -11.15 am and 11.30am-12.30 am Starting Thursday
2nd September . She is also running a dance exercise class in
the evenings from Thursday 7th October. Please look out
for posters.

Day Centre is open again every Monday morning for Tea,
Coffee and a chat 10am - 12pm.

Peterchurch Village Hall is a community building, run by a
small committee of dedicated trustees. It is the ideal venue
for local events, and is available for hire from £10 an hour.

As well as hosting many a birthday party, the hall has a few
regular user groups:

= Parish Council every 3rd Tuesday of the month
= W.I. Which started again in October

We always welcome new groups!

1f you wish to hire the hall or have any other inquiries, please
call any of these numbers:

The Booking Secretary (Sarah) - 07774 457887

The Chairman (Brendan) - (01981) 550 482

The Hall - (01981) 551 162

Please leave a message if you are unable to reach anyone on
the numbers above.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Hall
committee.

GOLDEN VALLEY DAY CENTRE

I am sorry that I missed last month but I did have a good
excuse . Luckily it was a quiet month through September and
October have also been relatively quiet.

Unfortunately we had some sad news with the passing of one
of our original members Mrs Sybil Jones. She had recently
been staying in the Weir Nursing home. Many of you will
remember Sybil as the wife of our Primary school headmaster
during the 70’s and 80’s (I certainly do). I remember them
taking us on camping trips to the Devil’s Bridge area where
we swam in rivers and climbed rock faces a long time before
Health and Safety. She was also the leader of the Scouts in
Hay on Wye and the custodian of the local history paperwork
after her husband John passed away. Cont'd ...
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In her later years she volunteered at the Hospice shop in Hay
with Kath Gaze. Our condolences go to her family
Adrian,Penny, Gareth and Nick.

We held our usual Remembrance Day meeting many thanks
to Bob Murrin for kindly coming once again.

Feel free to drop in on a Monday between 10am and 12pm
you will be guaranteed a warm welcome.

We would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year

Notices and Advertisements

{ﬁﬁa"ﬁ'# vacancies

Catering Assistant
To assist children with the preparation of their packed
lunches, Longtown Outdoor Learning Centre is looking for
an enthusiastic catering assistant to work with us on
Tuesday to Friday mornings. The ideal candidate will have
some catering experience and a current food hygiene
certificate.
As the Catering Assistant you will be responsible for:
e Assisting with the preparation and serving of lunches
and occasional other meals by prior arrangement
e Ensuring that the kitchen and service areas are clean
and tidy
e Ensuring health and safety regulations are followed
and recorded
Maintaining stock levels and placing stock orders
e General cleanliness of all food areas and catering
equipment
Successful applicants will be required to undergo an
enhanced DBS check and provide two satisfactory
references. 16 hours per week between 9.15am and 12.15pm
Tuesdays to Fridays. Exact times to be agreed with the
suitable candidate. Occasional weekend cover may be
required at times with prior notice. Pay £9.50/hr and paid
holidays. Enquiries for freelance work also welcome, rates
negotiable. If you would like to apply or require any further
information, please contact Rebecca on 01873 860225 or
email rebecca@longtownoutdoorlearning.co.uk

Domestic Assistant - Mornings

Longtown Outdoor Learning Centre is looking for a
domestic assistant to join our small team. Duties will include
washing up after breakfast, servicing dining rooms,
common rooms, public areas, visitor bedrooms, bathroom
and toilet facilities. Successful applicants will be required to
undergo an enhanced DBS check and provide two
satisfactory references. 16 hours per week Mondays to
Fridays. Exact times to be agreed with the suitable candidate
but a usual start time of 9.15am will be essential. Occasional
weekend cover may be required at times with prior notice
provided. Pay £9.50/hr and paid holidays. Enquiries for
freelance work also welcome, rates negotiable. If you would
like to apply or require any further information, please
contact Rebecca on 01873 860225 or emall
rebecca@longtownoutdoorlearning.co.uk

Accommodation Wanted:

Longtown Outdoor Learning Centre is seeking rooms to let
within walking or cycling distance of the village for our
increasing staff team . Ideally from February 2022 for a
minimum period of 6 months. Our team members will need
furnished, or part furnished single bedrooms with access to
a kitchen and bathroom. Rent/room rates must include the
supply of utilities — water, heat and light. Typically employed
full time Monday to Friday, occupants will mostly inhabit
rooms during the evenings, overnight and weekends when
no work commitment is necessary. Each of our employees
are DBS checked and undergo a vigorous referencing
process. If you can help or are interested in hosting a
member of the team please contact Mike Fawcett on 01873
860225 or email mike@longtownoutdoorlearning.co.uk

1 DAY FOOTPATH CLOSURE
The permissive footpath across Lewis Gilbert and Thomas
George Charity land between Cayo Ford and the
downstream footbridge will be closed on
11th January 2022 for one day only.

Black Hill
Communities Network

Blackhillcommunifies.net
01873 280028

Black Mountain Group Newsletter
ADVERTISING DIRECTORY

Contact: Jill Cook
Clodock Mill, Longtown, Hereford HR2 OPD

01873 860408
jill@clodockmill.com

Agricultural services

Animal care

MARK LEWIS

AGRICULTURAL, DOMESTIC &
EQUESTRIAN

HEDGE LAYING, FENCING &
FIREWOOD PROCESSING

TEL: (01981) 241115
MOB: 07807 079027

ANDREW PHILLIPS, GLANDWR FARM

Agricultural & Domestic Weed Control
Large and small areas

Fencing and Ditch cleaning

Small and large bales of Hay
and Straw

Weed wiping service
Any amounts
01873 860208 / 07903 933820

Four Paws Kennels

A local kennels for all your dog’s
needs while you are away - even
for one day.

Individual attention, heated
kennels & exercise paddock so
your dog enjoys its stay.

Daily hours of business:
Sam-11lam & 4pm-Gpm

Special Arrangements
apply for bank holidays

Tel Janet on: 01873 B60237
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OSCAR

much more than pet food

Home Delivery of Pet Food from a local business,
one less thing to worry about!
e Free home delivery (using hygienic, no contact methods)
e British-made complete and balanced life-stage pet foods
o Puppy to Senior, including Working Dog
o Kitten to Senior with Dental Care

o Honestly labelled and made from high quality
ingredients

o Sensitive and special diets catered for
e Free samples or £5 starter packs for dogs and cats
e Dog chews and treats, and cat treats
e Toys and healthcare products
e Rabbit food, Fish food and Bird food

Contact Nic on 07521 607029

To place your order or to find out more. 1

nic kinch@oscars.co.uk eacipienll
www.oscar.co.uk/branches/herefordshire 4
FREE DELIVERY! YoscAR

The Wild Bird Store

¥, Wild Bird Food and Accessories J\

01432 340500
www.thewildbirdstore.co.uk

Free delivery in Herefordshire
every weekday from 9.30 am

46 Rural Enterprise Park
Vincent Carey Road, Rotherwas HR2 6FE

‘Click and Collect’, Monday-Friday, 9.30-12.30
Call for your free 24 page catalogue

)
|

w.h»‘ |
| | .; \r-_fi" |.F-—3

ACHIEVE

Helping enterprise
to flourish
Chief Helper
Christine Hope

07875 384439
www.hopetoachieve.co.uk

Passionate about rural business,
entrepreneurship and
making a difference

I:)aﬁj

INSLRANCE

THE HAY BINDERS
{Christine Cleaton)
Fepair. restoraticn and rebinding of cloth

arrl leather bound hocks,
M hindding in hisloric or modern shlos

Tha Blacksmiths Shop, Lion Sirest,
Hay-on Wye, Herelord, HH3 SAD
Texl: (01497) BA0540 or (01987) F10674
www.thehaybinders.co.uk

Business & Financial

SPOWELLS

R R X Y O L A PR

Lymy Whaod - Cale
soricr sales Megetiator
CIIARTERLD SURVIVORS « 1AM & FSTATT AGIHTS
RURAL PROPERTY APTOIALISTS
Srphkta Cane His e Park worastiees Basd. Manmnch HZS cls
e Ml 07464 947477

- B B S W
Whsile: .--mpuulls.l ra.oouk

intact Simon Aston

on 01633 840000

For advice on Savings, Investments
and Retirement Planning

www.kymin.co.uk 3 @Kymin
T 01633 840000 E: info@kymin.co.uk

Fyriin Houa, 35 Bridon Straet, Mewgsoe!, South Walis, WP2D 48H

Agricultural Insurance
with Price Checker

VAT Farm accounls

Payrall Quickbooks
01873 BEOG1T

Kim Mather M5c MICE PM Dip
ryelandbookkeeping@outlook.com

Food & Catering

4 N\

The Crotwn Inn
Traditional Sunday Lunch Served
All Day Sunday Restaurant & Bar
Iaals sareed avars day feacsp! Fanhesnay awing lam tmas
Feal Ae & Legal Cidera B&b Avalade Julide Hars & Calaing
Trem: *Mighls. Bodr Foalivakk, Lve Musis
P cwes [ur lodheemics; geenls
The Crown Inn, Longlown, Herelord. HRZ OLT
Tel: (01873) 860 217
www.crownlnnlongtown.co.uk

Rowelestone Jarm Iee Cream
lce cream parour on farm coffes shop & light
urschins, Woodland walkes & play oroas.
loze crearn for sale on farm all year round
OFEN
Apri to the and of Sectember
11 10 4 Wisdnaszday -0 Friciay
11 0 § Wesskisrnds & Bank Holkdsy Mondays
Tel: 01961 240322
info@rowlestonecourt.co.uk

INDEPENDENT ADVICE « COMPETITIVE COVER
50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Farm Insurance

Abergavenny based Neil Smith is best placed to give
Independent Advice, Great Premiums, Great Cover
being a Farmer in his own right.

Satisfied with your existing Insurer or not, it won’t cost
you anything fo get a quote?

Pick up the phone and give Neil a call on 07885
257788 quoting Black Mountains Group Newsletter
for your 20% discount.

T: 07885 257788

E: neil@frball.com
W: www.frball.com

InHouse Senvice of Full Colow Print and Embroidery
Clothing available from over 120 Brands For

Workwear Corporatewear
Sportswear Leisurewear
Safetywear Teamwear
Schoolwear Collegewear

Full Range Of Promotional Products Also Available
37 Cross Street Abergavenny NP7 SER

Call us today on 01873 860844

admin@dynamitebranding.com
www.dynamitebranding.com

Health and well-being

e -ﬁnﬂt@

(%

%—-ﬁ MOBILE UNISEX

! HAIRDRESSER
N3 01873860279
D
SARAH L. HOPE Bsc. (ost)
Registered Osteopath
Old Hall Farm, Orcop, Herefordshire HR2 8ET

/

Tel: 01981 580 371
A 4

Josephine Robey Therapies

BODY MASSAGE
MANUAL LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE
INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
HOPI EAR CANDLING
ONCOLOGY MASSAGE

07807 820332
ABBEYDORE, HEREFORD

REPAIR ~ RENEW ~ REVIVE

f JOSEPHINEROBEYTHERAPIES
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Personal and Family Support

Life can be complicated. If you, your family or someone you
care about are having a tough time I offer social, emotional
and behavioural support. From an informal discussion (cake
optional...) through to intensive mentoring, fogether we can:
Gently explore what is happening.
Set simple goals so the positives replace the not-so-
Find and use your strengths to help you be kinder to
yourself.
Impartial, consistent and objective support
from someone with over 20 years experience.

Support grounded in Social Work Theory and
Evidence Based Practice.

Acceptance and encouragement

Reassurance of what is working well. Flexible times
and places to meeft.

Prevention of issues worsening.

Improved self esteem and confidence. Improved
relationships.

A stronger, happier you.
Patient - Sensitive - Friendly
For a free initial discussion
please call me anytime on
07973 332990 / (01981) 570763
at www.carlgriffithssupport.org or
email:carl.griffO71@gmail.com
I'd like to help.

Reflexology
A relaxing, non-invasive treatment on the feet and
hands which can help to:
Release tension
Aid Sleep
Encourage the body to re-balance naturaﬂy

Provides a complementary treatment to conventional
healthcare.

AOR registered (hot stone and VRT — vertical
reflexology also available).

01873 860358 email: sophia@blackmountainsbarns.co.uk

http://www.blackmountainsbarns.co.uk/wellbeing/therapies

Yoga Classes and Day workshops

Come and join us in our beautiful, heated and fully
equipped yoga studio (no need to bring anything but
yourself!).

We offer a Variety of classes suitable, from Gentle
(suitable for beginners) to more advanced. Private lessons
are also available.

For more details of the timetable, events and prices Please

look at our website:
http://www.blackmountainsbarns.co.uk/wellbeing/yoga

Or contact Sophia: Tel: 01873 860358
email: sophia@blackmountainsbarns.co.uk

HEALING-SHIATSU

Christopher Sheehan. HSEC. FwSS.
Sessions in Hereford and Longtown

chris @ eryritai-ji.co.uk
01873 860667
07870 149 745

www.eryritai-ji.co.uk

4 N

Flatalic' s
Eeanty Sa lore

Waxing, Facials, Massage Manicures,
Pedicures, Tinting, Make Up
St Tropez Spray Tanning
\ Westwaeod, Ewyas Harold _/
Tel: 07813120172

Home and Domestic

ASK GABZ

READY TQ HELP YOUI!
CLEANNG, HOUSE KEEPING, HOUSE & ARIMAL SITTING i

All types of cleaning — Private houses & House Keeping
service for Holiday Homes/Lets/B&Bs etc.
High standard of work.

All aspects of Horse Help undertaken
Clipping, sale/show prep, local horse transportation.
Experienced and capable rider and Groom.
Happy to tackle a wide range of jobs, No job too small.
Just Ask Gabz!!!!

Reliable, Local, Friendly, Helpful
Excellent references available. Non Smoker
Tel — 07875 535 619/ 01981 510606
Email — askgabz@yahoo.co.uk

LOGS FOR SALE

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
PLEASECALL - 01981510292

I T o ™ - e
o X P
¥

PRINT ZTNEA R

Tur L s g wezr il emnbridery needs.
Monday-Thursday 9-3.30 ~ Friday 9-12
Moo Minizam Crder
Fairficld schonl uniform available

.“ :

G Herra o _|-:.k:'::r 1Ll

Unit £ Cld Forge Ingy Fitete
Feterchurch, Herelomd, T2 002
iagl 550467 capecovers@pmail.com

E;wZﬁ@ f%

Jo Rowland ;
Dressmatker 5
Clothing, costumes and soft furnishings k i

Fountain Cottage |
Newton St Margarets
Hereford |

HR2 0QW e
]’n.mwland@hntmail.mm o
01981 510136 LR
07917 125053

FIONA’S FURNISHINGS

For all your soft furnishing needs -

curtains, pelmets, blinds, cushions,
bedding and more

Please contact

Fiona Witcher
01981 242040 / 07811 396258

City & Guilds qualified. Free home consultation.

ety
SR T
@Srails

furniture maker

[RTTTTTRREEE SR TR o W R Sl
frevee Ll iy
01281 510153
B R L e R e L AL 1T

anthonyandbenna@gmail.com

Maintenance & Services

KEITH J. HARRISON
Piano Specialist

All types of Grand & Upright pianos
% .tune reggired_

(2

-

07443 948094

Tech Support

Having technical issues?
For any kind of problem
big or small

e | 44ethanmitchell@gmail.com

Ethan Mitchell

Services include: Hardware repairs. Device setup
including printers, Software selection and use,
General guidance.

To contact send an email, or text on

07945 960623

an¥ PRITCHARD

SERVICE

CALL ANYTIME BETWEEN
9AM - 4PM 07773303662

Services offered

Car MOT Failure == 5= All types of
. N o A
Service repairs =% vehicles

l‘{ -
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THE GUN WORKS

Airguns
Shotguns
Rifles

Servicing, Repairs, Alterations,
Refinishing and Gun Fitting.

Registered Firearms Dealer
Contact James Phillips
07503 616760
james @thegunworks.co.uk
www.thegunworks.co.uk

Is your Broadband
driving you mad? o

L
Are you unable to use the »
internet as you would like?

J‘""""\'

Are you unable to use services like BBC iPlayer and
Netflix, which require a faster, more consistent
connection?

Access to reliable, high speed broadband is patchy
in our area, with some properties struggling to
receive more than 1Mbps download speeds.
Hopefully, high-speed fibre broadband will reach us
all one day, but if like me, you don't want to wait,
there may be alternatives. In many locations where
the existing phone line broadband is only able to
provide very low broadband speeds, the 4g mobile
phone network is capable of providing 70Mbps,
which is easily enough to stream HD movies and can
provide a consistent, high quality service. There are
other benefits to using 4g mobile broadband over
services provided by BT and other cable based
providers.

Contact: Ben Hill
Tel: 01981 510136
Mob: 07990 638125
Email: bingoben@hotmail.com

If you suffer with poor internet speeds or WiFi dead
spots in your home, | may be able to help.

Personal services

MONUMENTAL MASONS EST. 1988
ot R

Nigel Cave

BRAMM Registered Mason

(British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons)

Suppliers of quality memorials at
competitive prices, additional

inscriptions and renovations

undertaken with free quotations and
inscription proofs provided

L= )
Tel: 01600 890 098
Mobile 07950 117 122

monmouthmemorial@aol.com
Showroom at
51 Edde Cross St
Ross-on-Wye
HR9 7BZ

TED WILLIAMS & SONS

Eslablishod 18RS
FUMERAL DIRECTORS &
MONUMENTAL MASOMNS
Pre-paid funeral plan available
Algcally owred family business sandng tha Adergaverny
end surraunding distncss for aver 100 years
Diedizaied Chagel & Rasl Aoams « Prisvale Car Park at
Park Road Funeral Home, Abergavenny
Telephone: 01873 853942 or 854358

Golden Valley Funeral Services
Independent Funeral Directors

Tel: 01981 257203
(24 Hours)

Unit 3, Wormbridge Court, Wormbridge,
Hereford, HR2 9DH

o "

Clierished Funerals

A caring bespoke
funeral clwoice

I ]

I Heveford

sfiive covering e

Crnlelent Vialfey & swrronineding countics
For maore information
Contact Kate Gladwyn on:

01873 860675 | 07975 558250

info@cherishedfunerals.ca.uk

www,cherishedfunerals.co.uk

(. )

Produce and Products

THE GOAT COMPANY

Luxury Mohair products from
our prize-winning flock of
Angora Goats.

SHOP NOW OPEN
Please ring to visit

i Tel: 01873 860240
Visit the shop and meet the goats.
Darren Farm, Llanveynoe
Open 11am to 4.30pm except Sundays

Property services
Martin

Griffiths L
BUILDING CONTRACTOR

Stonewoark & Oak Framing

Barnm Conversions & Renowvations
MNew House Builds & Extensions
Septic Tanks & Blo-discs Fitted

Tel: 01873 BEOESE

Clodock. Herefordshirg

P.J.
" WATKINS

GENERAL BUILDER &
ROOFING CONTRACTOR

MEADOW BAMK. LOMNGTOWMN.
HEREFORDOSHIRE. HR 2 OMA

TELEFHOMNE: 01873 BE0683

ALL ASPECTS OF RUILBING & RODFING

THOMASCREW
BUILDING & ROOFING

STEVE : B74RISHRERT
JASTN  DTHGIIRIGIH

EMARL : THSMELSCREW 200G VAL G

ONES

Minibuses and
Private Hire

JE

16 & 8 seat minibuses
4 seat Land Rover Discovery

Weddings, celebrations, restaurants,
shopping, rail & air travel

Hassle-free travel to suit you

01981 510356

All aspects of groundworks, construction and steel
building erections

We specialise in:

Ground source heat systems

Electric cables

Ponds/lakes

Treatment plants

Supply & disposal of soils

Tree shear with 300mm cut

Bulldozing

Tractor & Dump frculer hire

Footings

Concreting

Ditching

Pipe laying

Site clearance

Muck away

Driveways

Drainage

Contact: Tommy Wood-Cole
Phone: 07964355422

Email: TommyWood-Cole@hotmail. com
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DECOR

SOLUTIONS

fisi@me.com

Painting & Decorating
Tim Jones

Tel 01981 540242

Mob 07810 895355

3 Generations of experience,
specialising in Painting & Decorating
services.

General property maintenance
duties carried out.

Fully insured.
Good competitive rates.

A high standard of workmanship &
customer satisfaction guaranteed.

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
PEST CONTROL SPECIALISTS

01873 830204

Bees = Wasps » Flies = Ants
Rats = Mice = Fleas = Moles

info@pandppestcontrol.co.uk

‘:? <pta ()
—_— - .

RP ELECTRICAL

All Electrical Work Undertaken
Including:

Testing & Inspection

PAT Testing & Fault Finding

All carried out by Qualified Electrician
roger.probert@icloud.com

07814 008626

So0ty's

chimney
.

4 I
PLUMBER
RSL PLUMBING
Rob Stockton-Link
0777 231 6398
Any plumbing jobs,
\ big or small.

MATTHEW MAFLIN

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING AND
DECORATING SERVICES

Internal and exterior decoration
Tel: 01873 860867
Mobile: 07497258129

matthewmaflin@gmail.com

Public Liability Insurance held

References available on request

Service
Richard Watkins
01981 240 185
07947 959 452
MARTIN WATKINS
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Meaw Houze, Cobhall Court,
Allensmore, Herefosdshise, HRZ 986G

Email; mwelecon@omail.com
Tel: 07974 244653
Part P Registered
Drornestic, Agricultural, Carmmescial, Electrical
Irtallation, fMaintenance & Inspection & Testing

__C—/T? aﬂrf:tiﬂﬂa !{9@ (e ‘,{[J

QOuality, Baspoke Handmade Serdce
Dozra, Windows, Corsarvaiaries & Much Maore

Urit 1, Rarmadan Courl, Ramadan Road.
Hodkarwas, Herelomd, HHZ BN
Tl 07432 A7AEI5 « Mobile: 076 816268
wearwIrsditionalpiraervheraford. ca.uk
Contact us for a FREE Cunie

Woodland and Garden

Scrub Clearance and Timber Extraction
Most types of scrub and woodland cleared,
including brambles, bracken and gorse, as well
as meadow/small field topping. Sloping and
narrow access areas reached using compact
(Alpine) tractor semi-offset topper and
mulching flail.

Timber forwarding service also available.
Felled timber moved using Alpine tractor and
trailer with crane.

Call Ben Hill
01981 510136 or 07990 638125

AVALON TREE SURGERY
WE CARE FOR YOUR TREES

MATTHEW THOMAS
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
NPTC QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED

WWW.AVALONTREESURGERY.CO.UK

01981 541307
07794 569284

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN

Kevin Williamson

Mob: 07810 288115

g Evenings: 01432 378163

kwilliamson027@hotmail.co.uk
K&D building and landscaping

All aspects of building new and old
undertake

Drainage specialist/septic tanks
Fencing specialists

All aspects of landscaping/
patios/decking /ponds/retainers
and stone walls

All internal work carried out

Over 20 years experience between
us and a large portfolio

TUGWELL TREE )

SERVICES

For a professional service in all
aspects of tree care, including
Pruning, Felling, Planting
Supplying Trees & Shrubs and
Hedge Maintenance

Specialists in:

Tree Reports & Surveys,
Stump Removal with a
High Power Narrow

. Access Stump Grinder

- l for all those inaccessible
stumps

DAVID TUGWELL Tech Cert. Arbor A
Bridge End, Newton St Margarets. HR2 OQP
Tel: 01981 510104 / 07968 093898 )
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% 73 B4O 444 Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 7.30 am - 5.30 pm
—— Late night Thurs: 7.30 am - 7.00 pm

LIMNDCC Saturday: 7.30 am - 4.00 pm
:'_{ {ﬁ) N by | Sunday (Nov - April): 10.00 am - 12 noon
OF LONGTOWN (May - Oct): 10.00 am - 2.00 pm

RTe.em

Bank Holiday Mondays 10.00 am - 2.00 pm

17th December, 20 years of trading

Crucial to our success has been our wonderful staff over the years, a passionate team who value their community
and YOU our tip top customers popping in to purchase a daily paper or a weekly shop via telephone.

Christmas orders

As I type this we are still waiting for prices of some meats, next time you visit please pick up your copy for return
by Saturday 4th December at 4pm. If you want us to send you a Google link or a PDF version of the form please
email us info@hopesoflongtown.co.uk

Book the Hopes to yourself

After the success of last year, again we can pop on Michael Buble. You can try Black Mountain botanicals tipples
or hot chocolate. Enjoy the entire shop to browse local produce, unique crafts and gifts in a safe, relaxed
environment with no time pressure. Slow Festive Shopping at it’s best on Wednesday evenings or Sunday afternoons.
If you fancy it buy it

Due to being one of the unlucky businesses whose energy supplier has gone into administration our energy costs
day rates have jumped from 12p to 27p a unit. So we have switched off our spare chillers and freezers.

For our 20th year we will be celebrating one of our fab Herefordshire producers/suppliers every month. Starting
with Willy’s Apple Cider Vinegar in January, check out it’s health benefits using ‘the mother’ making a great start
to 2022

Want to join our Hopes team? Please look out for new opportunities or ask Christine the next time you see her.

LONGTOWN POST OFFICE
Saturday 9am ~ 1lam & Monday to Friday 10.30am ~ 3.30pm

Christmas Stamps available at the Post Office

One 4 all gift cards available now, they can be spent at many high street shops and restaurants, perfect for tricky
grandchildren, spa treatments for parents and meals out for grandparents.

Top up your mobile phone at Longtown Post Office, so you can have those important chats and texts with those
you care for (plus if you need a new SIM card, just ask).

Pay your bills at our Post Office If an invoice has a barcode on it, it is likely it can be paid at the Post Office
when you want, using cash, card or cheque (except Welsh Water). Keep track and you can pay your council tax,
BT, Water, nPower, at the Post Office on a day you choose.
Christmas Travel made easy at ours

® Purchase your bus ticket at the post office and avoid the queues

® DPick up your Euro’s the same day to keep plans flexible

® Treating a friend travelling with a few notes for treats? Any currency can be ordered with three days notice

For holiday insurance go on line and quote our Post office code of 2056186, this is super helpful to us
Longtown Post Office can scan QR codes to teturn your parcels

Save time, use our Post Office as your bank for personal & business accounts
e Using your bank card you can pay cash into most personal and business bank accounts
e Using a personalised paying in slip you can pay cash into your personal and business bank accounts
e Using a personalised paying in slip and an envelope you can pay cheques into personal and business
accounts. We have the paying in envelopes, please ask us for spare ones if you are self isolating and wish
to prepare in advance

We are very, very grateful for your continued custom.

Hopes of Longtown — Open seven days a week 01873 860444
www.hopesoflongtown.co.uk / @HopesofLongtown / info@hopesoflongtown.co.uk
join our Facebook group Hopes of Longtown and post community/chatity events for free
Like our Hopes of Longtown business page to keep up to date with news
Tag us in your passion for food and community via
Twitter / Instagram / Pinterest / Facebook
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DECEMBER AND JANUARY CHURCH SERVICES 25th December
5th December 9.30am  Clodock Family Communion
9.30am  Llanveynoe Morning Worship 26th December
9th December (10.30am Ewyas Harold Carols & Communion)
4.00pm Michaelchurch ~ Community Carols (10.30am Bredwardine Holy Commmnnion)
12th December 2nd January 2022
9.30am  Craswall Holy Communion 9.30am  Craswall Celtic Morning Prayer
3.00pm St Margaret’s Evening Prayer 9th January
19th December 9.30am  Clodock Morning Worship
3.00pm  Newton Evening Prayer 11am St Margaret’s Holy Communion
22nd December 16th January
7.00pm  Clodock Nine Lessons and Carols 6pm Newton Celtic Evening Prayer
23rd December 23rd January
3.00pm St Margaret’s Informal Carol Service 9.30am  Michaelchurch  Morning Worship
24th December 9.30am  Llanveynoe Holy Communion
5.00pm  Llanveynoe Christingle 30th January
9.00pm  Michaelchurch  Bethlehem Midnight 9.30am  Clodock United Setvice for
Communion Candlemas

DECEMBER AND JANUARY DIARY
Wed 01 December 2.30pm - 4.30pm  Longtown Library, with tea and chat. Longtown Village Hall

Fri 03 December 8.30am - 10.30am  Longtown Primary School PTA Community Coffee Morning.
Longtown Village Hall

Sat 04 December Longtown Primary School PTA Craft Fayre, Longtown Village Hall

Sat 04 December 7.30pm Alaw in concert, Escleyside Hall

(courtesy of Arts Reach for Flicks in the Sticks)
Tue 14 December 2.30 - 5.00pm Tea Set, Newton Church room

Fri 17 December Craswall Young Farmers Panto, Treasure Island. Longtown Village Hall
Sat 18 December Craswall Young Farmers Panto, Treasure Island. Longtown Village Hall
Thu 23 December 3.00pm Family Carol Service, St Margaret's Church

Fri 24 December 4.30 for 5.00pm  Christingle service, Llanveynoe Church

Fri 24 December 5.00pm Carols at the Castle

Wed 29 December 7.00pm Vital Spark Concert, Clodock Church

Wed 05 January 2022  2.30pm - 4.30pm  Longtown Library, with tea and chat. Longtown Village Hall

Wed 19 January 7.00 for 7.30pm  Flicks in the Sticks, Escleyside Hall: Knzves Out (12)

Village hall contacts

Craswall Hall
Bookings: Janet Watkins 01981 510226
- General enq: Christine Cleaton, cleatonfamily@btinternet.com

Black Hill CommunitylRadiag

Escleyside Hall
Rachel Pritchard: 01981 510368
rachel.pritchard86@hotmail.co.uk

We are back and on the air waves
10.30 - 11.30 each Saturday morning

With the show being available to listen again at anytime from midday
onwards, by logging onto our website.

We are wanting as many voices as possible!!

Longtown Hall
Mark Ewins, 01873 860829,
bookings@longtownvillagehall.org.uk

Please send in via the website

Newton Church Room

Shoutouts!! For BIRTHDAYS, OCCASSIONS, THANK YOUS, Mary Powell: 01981 510295, mary.powell37@btinternet.com

a FAVOURITE TRACK, or your favourite CHRISTMAS song.

Escley & District Sports Pavilion

Maybe you have written a poem you would like X . .
Kirsty, 01981 510682, escleysportspavilion@gmail.com

to share on poetry corner

Send in your community event along with a tune Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team
Community 5 tracks Peterchurch Police & Fire Hub
Or if you have an interest or hobby that you would like to share with the Hereford HR2 ORU. 01981 550253 CALL YOUR

. . LOCAL
community OR have an idea for a show we would LOVE to hear from you. PC 3687 Jeff Rouse 07870 150972 |POLICE

https://www.blackhillcommunityradio.org.uk 10'
Get in touch - e.mail admin@blackhillcommunityradio.org.uk PCSO 6378 Pete Knight 07773 053 919 |4 EM
Or Ring Vicki on 01981 240248 Contact: 101 ext 4820 — Email: it

Thank you for listening!! goldenvalley.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk




