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From the Clergy
In August, Angie Kateley, our Curate, was ordained priest
just as I celebrated thirty five years of that vocation in the
midst of my fifty tenth year. There is a time for everything
under the sun, and this seems a good time to reflect on being
a priest.
I’ve served in NHS chaplaincy in a very busy London
hospital, and through the move from a large psychiatric
institution to community care. I’ve been a rural dean, team
rector of large, rural multi-parish areas, and deep in the midst
of time I was an innocent newbie in a cluster of parishes in
rural Hampshire.
I’ve been supported to train in psychotherapy, and as a
spiritual director. These led to a post as director of the
London Spirituality Centre in the City, near Bank tube
station, and locum director of the Marylebone Health and
Healing Centre.
All of this has led me to the conclusion that what a priest
needs is a deep sense of awe and ignorance. I may have
endless post-nominals, registrations, and accreditations but
awe and ignorance will do just nicely thank you very much.
St Paul puts it like this, “If I have the gift of prophecy and
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have
absolute faith so as to move mountains, but have not love, I
am nothing.”
For me awe and ignorance is a complete contrast to the
military tactic of shock and awe, technically known as rapid
dominance, that is based on overwhelming force and
spectacular displays of force to paralyse the enemy’s
perception of the battlefield and destroy their will to fight
(OUP). Once upon a time the church was like that, a deeply
flawed, narcissistic version of Ghost Busters.
Living in awe and ignorance is to see all whom I meet as
wonders made in the image of God, whose lives, full of joys
and challenges, are worth paying attention to. It’s to
remember that my words and gestures and actions take place
in the midst of a great drama, about the details of which I
know little or nothing. In our disordered society, building
and cultivating relationships is the most significant thing we
can do on earth.
People let us down. Wounds can cut deep. Some heal and
some don’t. We start where we are, and continue on this
journey of answering the divine leading, and placing
ourselves in a position to learn and grow. With love, awe and
ignorance.
Mark Godson
AUGUST READINGS
Sunday August 7th
Old Testament
New Testament
Gospel
Psalm
Sunday August 14th
Old Testament
New Testament
Gospel
Psalm
Sunday August 21st
Old Testament

Genesis 15: 1-6
Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16
Luke 12: 32-40
33:12-end
Jeremiah 23: 23-29
Hebrews 11: 29 – 12:2
Luke 12: 49-56
82
Isaiah 58: 9b-end

New Testament
Gospel
Psalm
Sunday August 28th
Old Testament
New Testament
Gospel
Psalm

Hebrews 12: 18 - end
Luke 13: 10-17
103: 1-8
Proverbs 25: 6-7
Hebrews 13: 1 -18, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14
112

Deanery Update
The weeks since the last article have been filled with firsts…
Grow Strong had their first residential weekend at the
Longtown Outdoor Education Centre. Following canoeing,
walking and archery they finished the weekend with a Forest
Church celebration. We’re now planning for the Autumn
term with the first date set for 8th October. If you’d like to
know more about this group for Year 6 and above – do get
in touch.
Rev Angie Kateley, our Curate, celebrated her first service of
Holy Communion at the beginning of the month at
Michaelchurch Escley following her priesting at the cathedral.
We welcomed the first international visitors to the Golden
Valley Pilgrim Way as the Girls’ Choir from Wenatchee
Valley who walked most of the route, singing Evensong in
six of our churches. They loved the welcome they received
from people along the way and meeting Prince Charles in
Hay on Wye! They seemed to be blown away by the
landscape and the food in each of the pubs too!
If you’re reading this at the beginning of August, you may
see more pilgrims walking as part of a collaboration with the
British Pilgrimage Trust. If this inspires you to find out more
about our beautiful and fascinating landscape and the secrets
of the past it holds, why not come along to St Peter’s Hub
on September 7th at 7pm? We’ll be holding an informal
evening with an opportunity to listen, discuss, chat and enjoy
the history around us.
There was a 50% increase in demand for the food boxes
provided by the Food for Families project at the end of the
school summer term. As well as financial and food
donations, there are other ways to help including packing
and transporting boxes. If this is something you’d like to get
involved in, or for more details about anything that’s going
on in the Deanery, please get in touch.
For more information contact me:
Anne Lloyd, Deanery Mission Coordinator – 01981 620145
www.abbeydoredeanery.org / abbeydoredmc@gmail.com
WENATCHEE TRINITY CHURCH GIRLS CHOIR ON THE
GOLDEN VALLEY PILGRIM WAY
Today I am recovering from a week of walking the Golden
Valley Pilgrim Way last with 18 North Americans
compromising a Girls’ choir, 4 Mums and their pastor Matt
and his wife Julie, the choir leader. It was a blast. They took
up their staffs, back packs and scallop shells with total
enthusiasm. They sang Evensong in 6 of our Churches across
the Deanery; they stayed the night in churches along the path
and in one case slept in bell tents next to Craswall Church.
Near Tyberton they received a holy well blessing and taught
me to play wild volleyball in the hills above Michaelchurch
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Escley. They loved the welcome they received from people
along the way and meeting Prince Charles in Hay on Wye!
They seemed to be blown away by the landscape and the food
in each of the pubs. Whenever they were cooked for, they
sang a thank you and in one case as our path crossed a garden,
they sang a blessing over the crops.
I was so impressed with the way they used the silent walking
and contemplative practice to reflect on their own journey of
faith and they all kept a journal to record their feelings and
reflections. What I did not expect from a group so young was
their spiritual maturity especially in the way they discipled one
another. The sheer positivity was inspiring. One of them
wrote these words in a letter and then ended with some words
from Psalm 90.
‘What a divine honour to walk the Golden Valley Pilgrim
Way, to know the land so intimately, to come face to face
with the people of this place and to be your teammates in
pioneering this beautiful vision you’ve shared. I cherish
everything – our shared joy and growth, delightful ice cream,
‘wild volleyball’ (and frisbee), centring prayer amongst the
oaks, and most especially a mystical holy well…’
Oh! Teach us to live well!
Teach us to live wisely and well!
Come back, GOD—how long do we have to wait?—
and treat your servants with kindness for a change.
Surprise us with love at daybreak;
then we’ll skip and dance all the day long.
Make up for the bad times with some good times;
we’ve seen enough evil to last a lifetime.
Let your servants see what you’re best at—
the ways you rule and bless your children.
And let the loveliness of our Lord, our God, rest on us,
confirming the work that we do.
Oh, yes. Affirm the work that we do!
Rev Simon

RUTH DAVIES (PARRY)
The family of Ruth Davies(Parry) would like to thank all
those who have sent cards, messages and donations since her
death on June 12th. We would like to invite anyone who
would like to come, to afternoon tea at Longtown village hall
on Saturday September 24th. at 3 pm. You are welcome to
come for a chat and to reminisce over Ruth’s life and her
contribution to life in Longtown, a village which she loved

Forthcoming events
ESCLEY AND DISTRICT SPORTS FEDERATION
Tuesday 2nd August, 7pm
The Bridge Inn, Michaelchurch Escley:
Annual AGM for the Escley and District Sports
Federation – all welcome.
Friday 9th September, 6pm
Cricket Pavilion, Michaelchurch Escley:
Family Rounders game for all at the pavilion.
Saturday 15th October, 7pm
Cricket Pavilion, Michaelchurch Escley:
Quiz Night The Autumn Quiz night is back with
Dutch Auction, bar and food – £5 per person.
Saturday 12th November, 7pm
Cricket Pavilion, Michaelchurch Escley
Bingo Night Our first Bingo Night with cocktails,
lots of prizes to be won – child friendly games, fun for
all the family – don’t forget to bring your dabbers!
Saturday 24th December, 5pm
Cricket Pavilion, Michaelchurch Escley
Christmas Eve carols at the PavilionCome and join
us for the annual sing along, some festive cheer and a
special visitor with gifts for the children. Kirsty Stewart

Thanks
BLACK HILL COMMUNITIES ART, CRAFT
AND MUSIC EVENT

Our grateful and appreciative thanks to all Artists,
Designers and Musicians who took part in this July event
contributing support for the incoming Ukrainian
Community in our area. The Exhibition and
Performance in Longtown Village Hall gave us all great
enjoyment and encouraged generous donations. As the
result of sales, our raffle, and sustained by delicious lunch
boxes provided by Gabriella, we were able to donate so far
£905 to the work of the Black Hill Communities Ukraine
Group.
Joyce Hvass
CLODOCK JUBILEE GARDEN PARTY UPDATE
We’re pleased to say that the cheque we finally sent to St
Michael’s Hospice was for £3400, £300 more than we
announced last month.
Sharon, Isobel and Beryl
ART FOR VETERANS AUCTION AND ART EXHIBITION
A4VH would like to thank everyone who generously
donated and supported the successful Auction and
Exhibition evening at Casa Lupo which made an amazing
£2,000.
Anna Knight

Next open on 3rd August
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CRASWALL LLANVEYNOE PILGRIMAGE
Saturday 6th August
3pm start at Craswall Church
concluding with a short service at Llanveynoe Church
Details:
geoff.holder@live.co.uk or cleatonfamily@btinternet.com

Sunday, 7th August 2022 at 3.30pm
HOPE CRAMSIE, classical guitar
St Mary’s Church, Craswall
An exceptional talent, local Golden Valley guitarist
Hope Cramsie presents a wide-ranging programme of
music by Mudarra, Dowland, Bach, Barrios, Assad,
Tansman,Presti and Dyens.
Having recently graduated from the Royal College of Music in
London, Hope will continue her studies this September at the
Koninklijk Conservatorium Brussel with acclaimed international
guitarist Antigoni Goni.
Pre-concert meals are available at The Bulls Head or postconcert pizzas and refreshments at Chapel House Farm next
door. Pre-booking for either is essential.
Full details and tickets on our website
More information/tickets from our website
https://concertsforcraswall.org/concerts
or the box office tel: 01981 510112

LONGTOWN & DISTRICT WI
Our 9th August meeting will be held at the Cornewall Arms
in Clodock. Afterwards we will have our annual bring and
share Summer Supper.
The report on our meeting on 12th July can be found on the
next page.
Libby Davis
BARBECUE AT THE CORNEWALL ARMS
& fun in the sun
7 August from 12.30 onwards
Everybody welcome
Bring your own meat (or veg), plates and
cutlery.
Bread, salads and puddings
will be provided.
Proceeds to Longtown Village Pride

LONGTOWN THURSDAY CLUB
Two meetings are scheduled for August, both in Longtown
Village Hall from 2pm to 5pm:
Thursday 11 August
Thursday 25 August
Outing to Aberystwyth, Thursday 15 September
Enjoy the last of the summer on a day out in Aberystwyth,
with its stunning beaches, cliff railway, National Library of
Wales, shops and art galleries.
The Thursday Club is organising a trip on 15th September,
and is able to offer some places to non-members. If any
non-members would like to go, please contact Hazel or
Pauline by 31 August. A deposit of £10 will be required. The
fare will be £20.
The coach will leave Ewyas Harold Memorial Hall at 9.30,
and Longtown Hall at 9.50 approximately.
New members are always welcome – further information
from Hazel Pugh, 01873 860803 or Pauline Jones 01873
851782; jonespauline@pobroadband.co.uk
NEWTON ST MARGARET’S WOMENS GUILD
Thursday, 11th August: Early evening visit to Black
Mountain Botanicals in Michaelchurch Escley for tour and
talk about gin making with gin tasting. Non members are
welcome but phone Jane tel 0779492729 for precise time.
Cost £8 per person.
Jane Hopcraft

DANIEL NORMAN, TENOR AND
HUW WATKINS, PIANO
Sunday, 14 August at 3.00pm (doors open 2.30pm)
Dorstone House, Dorstone HR3 6AW
A wide ranging selection of songs performed by an extraordinary musical partnership in the beautiful music room at
Dorstone House
A4 BRASS QUARTET
Tuesday, 23 August at 7.00pm (bar open from 6.00pm)
The Castle, Hay-on-Wye
This dynamic quartet of principal players from some of the
UK’s top brass bands play an eclectic and accessible
programme of music for all ages and musical tastes
Tickets and full programme details at www.haymusic.org
LONGTOWN & DISTRICT SHOW IS BACK
SATURDAY 20TH AUGUST 2022
A warm welcome awaits all when visiting Longtown and District
Show. After a few years of being unable to hold the show, our
committee have been working hard and are gearing towards
the return of the 77th Show which is packed with entertainment
for the whole family.
We have: horse and pony classes, dog classes, livestock classes,
vegetable/flower/handicraft and produce classes, vintage
car/tractor displays, speed shear, children’s sports, craft stalls,
trade stands, variety of food/drink stalls with licensed bar, bale
pitch, children's activity area and so much more. We are excited
to announce the “Wye Valley Axemen” will be joining us as our
main ring attraction with two displays throughout the afternoon.
Following the show, there will be an “After Show Dance” that
evening and the following afternoon (Sunday) “After Show
Buffet Lunch” (ticket only) to include entertainment for all the
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family. If you would like to book a trade stand or stall, please
contact the show team as we do have some space available.
We extend our thanks to the landowners, committee members,
volunteers and stewards who combined, all make this wonderful
show happen.
We look forward to seeing you at the show, gates open from
8am on the 20th August!
For more information, please email us on
longtownshow@outlook.com or contact:
Andrew Christopher – 01981 510240
Sally Bigley – 07966 968290
Amanda Howells – 01981 510264

LLANVEYNOE HARVEST FESTIVAL AND
DONALD’S 60 YEAR CELEBRATION
18 SEPTEMBER AT 6 P.M.
Please put the date and time in your diaries today!
Llanveynoe’s traditional Harvest Festival is back! And
afterwards, Mountain Mayhem have kindly agreed to host
the equally traditional Harvest Supper, with raffle and
auction in aid of the Hereford Food Bank … we will be
in touch with our usual marvellous helpers to arrange the
decorations, donations of produce etc.
Main course, delicious puddings, cider and lemonade
provided: bring your own wine. Cost £15 for adults,
children £5 on the door.
And that’s not all … Donald Phillips clocks up an
amazing 60 years as Churchwarden in 2022; we will
celebrate this at the Supper with some stories and
reminiscences (mostly true!)
It will be a very special occasion; one not to be missed!
Peter and Pamela Tribe

Local Newsround

VITAL SPARK CONCERT
Saturday 27th August at 7pm in Clodock Church
Last year our annual Vital Spark concert was a victim of covid
closures, but the singers don’t want to miss out on their regular
visit to the Clodock Church west gallery. They are West Gallery
Singers who present an uplifting mixture of church and folk
music which dates from the times of Thomas Hardy when often
raw local musicians and singers came into conflict with the vicar
and church authorities. Do come and enjoy what promises to
be a very enjoyable evening. There will be refreshments.
No charge, but there will be a retiring collection to
support Clodock Church and Building Schools in Uganda.

Sarah McQuaid
In concert at Escleyside Hall
Friday 9th September 2022
Doors open 7:00 for 7:30 start
Born in Madrid (to a Spanish father and an
American mother), raised in Chicago and
holding dual Irish and American citizenship,
Sarah McQuaid has made England her
permanent residence since 2007. Her sixth solo album
was recorded and filmed live in the beautiful medieval church
of St Buryan, not far from Sarah’s home in rural West Cornwall. Released
in October 2021 on CD and limited-edition double LP, it features
stunning solo performances by Sarah on acoustic and electric guitars,
piano and floor tom drum, her lush, distinctive vocals echoing through
the soaring space. A playlist of videos from the sessions can be found
on Sarah’s YouTube channel.
More details at Sarah McQuaid in Concert : Arts Alive
Tickets for sale at artsalive.co.uk or by calling 01981 510116
Adult Ticket Price: £12 Child Ticket Price: £6
Family Ticket Price: £30

LONGTOWN & DISTRICT WI
At our meeting on July 12th, we welcomed Jessica Fish, the
Therapy Co-ordinator at Jamie’s Farm. Jess gave us a very
interesting and informative talk about the work that is done
at the farm with disadvantaged children between the ages of
11 and 16. We learned that the residential programme at
Jamie’s Farm combines farming, family and therapy to build
self-esteem, and help the children to realise their full potential.
We all appreciated the life changing benefits that Jamie's Farm
offers and several members expressed an interest in
volunteering.
Libby Davis
CRASWALL YFC UPDATE
First of all an apology for missing last month’s update.
We had a fantastic Rally, coming second overall. A good
portion of our members went on to represent County at the
Royal Three Counties Show in a variety of competitions,
including Stockjudging, Photography, Shearing, Poultry
Boning and Jointing, Junior Exhibit, and the classic soapbox
race.
Craswall, along with Teme Valley, represented
Herefordshire at the National Finals in “Farm Safety Skills”
on the 9th July and came 2nd.
Our first meeting of July saw many of our juniors doing an
egg whisking competition in preparation for the Junior Field
day at the end of the month at Hereford Livestock Market.
We have been out with the pikes providing “Guard of
Honour” at the weddings of two past members recently.
Adam Price and Verity were married on the 28th May and
Charlotte Watkins married Will Jones-Davies on 25th June.
Congratulations to both couples.
We are in preparation for our AGM in August before we
start our 75th anniversary year in September.
Phil Powell, Craswall YFC Secretary
07468 411649 / phillip_blackhill@live.co.uk
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MICHAELCHURCH ESCLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
What a year! I can’t remember what I wrote at the opening
of my final newsletter entry last July – the second school year
that was seriously disrupted with Covid – but it was probably
along similar lines! The end of school year is always
extremely tiring (even without Covid), and every year we
prepare ourselves as best as we can for it, but I really do feel
this year – particularly this final term – has been the most
challenging and tiring I’ve ever had as a teacher.
Covid and OFSTED have certainly featured highly in the
reasons for this exhaustion, and it certainly hasn’t helped
having a mini-heat wave and ‘the OFSTED phone call’ on
the penultimate day of term! OFSTED accepted a deferral
request thankfully, so our end of year celebrations for Year
6 were not disrupted!
All of this following the sudden and devastating loss our
family suffered of Felix, Gary’s son and my step-son, at the
end of April. However, our hearts have been warmed and
Gary and I have been overwhelmed by the incredible
support, understanding and love we have received from the
whole school community. We feel very blessed to be part of
such an amazing ‘family’. The staff in particular have been
fantastic. Everyday this term seems to have thrown up a new
staffing challenge (with most of us catching Covid!) yet
everyone has simply rallied around and found solutions
which have allowed the school to not just keep functioning,
but to continue to provide exciting and rewarding
experiences for the children. It has also been fantastic to
welcome our Ukraine families in the last few weeks. They
have all been amazing and are settling in so well.
There are always mixed feelings at this time of year however,
as we say goodbye to our wonderful Year 6 children. We
wish them all the very best of luck (not that any of them will
need it) and can’t wait to hear about their adventures in their
new schools. Fortunately, we don’t have to say goodbye to
any staff this year, which is wonderful news!
Despite all the challenges this year, we have not sat back and
taken the easy path. The opportunities the staff have offered
to the children this year have been fantastic and there have
been so many highlights. One of the reasons these
experiences are possible is that the children are so brilliant.
Their resilience, curiosity and ‘have-a-go’ attitude makes all
these things possible. I could fill ten more pages looking
back over the year, but I won’t! Just briefly, some highlights
that jump into my mind are:
○ The Oak Class residential to London
○ Planting an oak tree for the Queen’s jubilee with the
Deputy Lieutenants of Herefordshire
○ The wonderful ‘Stay and be curious’ group for our
0-5 friends and adults
○ The brilliant ‘Selfish Giant’ performance at
Michaelchurch Court
○ Many amazing sporting achievements – especially the
netball competition in March (winning one match 80!) and winning the School Games Bowl trophy in
hockey
○ Our successful ‘cultural well-being’ day

○ High quality swimming lessons from Miss Cook and
Miss Matthews
○ Mountain bike ride to Hay from school (for a
Shepherds Ice Cream!)
○ Our traditional Walking Nativity in the village
So that’s why we’re all tired – as I know the children are too!
They need their summer holiday as much as we do and I
wish everyone a very relaxing, fun and safe summer.
Hopefully the settled weather will continue and we’ll all be
able to enjoy time outside with friends and family – or just
quietly with a good book (that’s what I’m hoping for some
time for!).
Louise Crocker, Headteacher

Round and About
VOWCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Vowchurch Market Saturday August 27 10am - 12 noon
VaT50 July winners were: Rupert Marlow (£50) and Jane
Wheatley (£20).
Tajii classes are held at St Margarets during the summer
months, Tuesdays 10 - 11am, and will return to the hall in
the Autumn. Contact janefleet88@gmail.com
Pilates at Vowchurch Hall, Tuesdays from 6pm. Contact
hannahmthomas@hotmail.com
Bowls returns in the Autumn. Contact Richard Stokes
rtastokes@hotmail.co.uk
The Village Pub will re-open in the Autumn
Vowchurch Hall is available for parties, weddings and
events as well as meetings and presentations at very
reasonable rates.
Enquiries to Jane Wheatley on 01981 550791
janewheatley@gmail.com
www.vowchurchturnastonehall.co.uk
GOLDEN VALLEY DAY CENTRE
July has not only bought us some very hot weather but also
another trip out.
This time we had a trip to Aberystwyth where everyone
hopefully had a great day beside the seaside.
Our first trip out in over 2 years was to Goytre Canal. I will
let you have some details of both in the next issue.
I hope everyone enjoyed the Village Hall Flower, Produce
and Craft show which was held on the 30th July .
We are always looking for volunteers and if you feel you
would like to help us as a volunteer please ring Mrs Kath
Gaze 01981550579. You don’t have to do it every Monday;
we are happy with any time available. It’s just making Tea
and Coffee.
Feel free to drop in on a Monday between 10am and 12pm
and you will be guaranteed a warm welcome.
PETERCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Day Centre every Monday morning 10am-12pm
Why not come for Gentle Dance exercise with Abbie Mason
every Thursday morning 11.30 am-12.30.
The Village Art Club every Monday Evening and Friday
Morning.
Hatha Yoga is being held every Wednesday 7pm -8.30pm
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We are holding our AGM on Tuesday 13th September at
7.30pm. If you feel that you would like to come and join us
it would be great to hear your ideas.
As well as hosting many a birthday party, the hall has a few
regular user groups, including Parish Council every 3rd
Tuesday of the month, and we always welcome new groups!
If you wish to hire the hall or have any other inquiries, please
call any of these numbers:
The Booking Secretary (Sarah) - 07774 457887
The Chairman (Brendan) - (01981) 550 482
The Hall - (01981) 551 162 (Please leave a message if you are
unable to reach anyone on the numbers above.)

Notices and Advertisements

Looking for a new home
Hello
My name is Liri Filippini. I have been living in Stroud,
sharing a house with my best friend Sabine for over 10
years now, which has been working out very well.
However, the house we have been living in has now been
sold and we are urgently looking for a pet friendly, two
or three bedroom house, converted barn or cottage to
rent in a tranquil location, close to nature.
Sabine is an artist and a semi-retired Reiki teacher and
healer and I am working as an Anthroposophic
Therapeutic Art Practitioner at the Glasshouse College in
Stourbridge and the Sheiling School in Thornbury. I am
used to commuting and we are open to move to any nice
area, anywhere in the Cotswolds, Gloucestershire,
Herefordshire, Worcestershire or the Malvern Hills.
We would be ever so grateful if you could help us to find
our new home.
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me.
Thank you so much for your support and kind regards,
Liri
07786 582908 / liri.filippini13@gmail.com
SURVEY: INSTALLING CAR CHARGING POINTS AT VILLAGE HALLS
Local rural charity, Community First, and Share Energy
Consultants are carrying out a project aimed at exploring the
issues related to installing car charging points at village halls in
Herefordshire and Worcestershire.

Black Hill
Communities Network

The project will look at the nuts and bolts of installing car
charging points, solar panels and batteries at halls. Aiming to
make the best use of off demand power, renewable energy and
supporting electric community vehicle schemes to help with
rural transport challenges.
As part of the project we are collecting opinions from individuals
in areas around village halls in Herefordshire and Worcestershire.
Please can you consider circulating this survey in your local
newsletter or bulletins and hopefully filling in the form yourself.
No personal information will be shared from the surveys or used
in any marketing.
The link to the SHORT electronic survey is here:
https://forms.gle/ohHRbhn8L1X24JAJ8
The survey will close in mid September and the more
information and views we have about this issue the better will
be our advice and support for village halls when they are
considering installing car charging points.

Let us spin your
whilst you tell
io,
‘Fab 5’ on the rad
an to you!
us just what they me
https://www.blackhillcommunityradio.org.uk
or Ring Vicki on 01981 240248

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri:
Late night Thurs:
Saturday:
Sunday (May - Oct):
(Nov - April):
Bank Holiday Mondays

Many thanks in anticipation.
Richard Timney
Community Buildings Officer at
Herefordshire and Worcestershire

7.30 am - 5.30 pm
7.30 am - 7.00 pm
7.30 am - 4.00 pm
10.00 am - 2.00 pm
10.00 am - 12 noon
10.00 am - 2.00 pm

Community

Hopes of Longtown
www.hopesoflongtown.co.uk
@HopesofLongtown
info@hopesoflongtown.co.uk

Longtown Post Office: Saturday 9am - 11am, Monday to Friday 10.30am - 3.30pm

First

in
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LONGTOWN POST OFFICE
Monday to Friday 10.30am ~ 3.30pm and Saturdays 9am ~ 11am
Pay your bills at our Post Office If an invoice has a barcode on it, it is likely it can be paid at the Post Office when
you want, using cash, card or cheque (except Welsh Water). Keep track and you can pay your council tax, BT, Water,
nPower, at the Post Office on a day you choose.
Taking a last minute opportunity to travel or go on a work trip, you can pick up euros at Longtown Post Office
immediately and any other travel currency can be ordered for collection safely at the Post Office
Save time, use our Post Office as your bank for personal & business accounts
▪ Using your bank card you can pay cash into most personal and business bank accounts
▪ Using a personalised paying in slip you can pay cash into your personal and business bank accounts
▪ Using a personalised paying in slip and an envelope you can pay cheques into personal and business accounts.
▪ Old style £20 notes can be paid into your personal and business accounts before September 2022

Black Mountain Group Newsletter

ADVERTISING DIRECTORY

Contact: Jill Cook
Clodock Mill, Longtown, Hereford HR2 0PD

Agricultural services

MARK LEWIS
AGRICULTURAL, DOMESTIC &
EQUESTRIAN
HEDGE LAYING, FENCING &
FIREWOOD PROCESSING
TEL: (01981) 241115
MOB: 07807 079027

The Wild Bird Store

ANDREW PHILLIPS, GLANDWR FARM

Wild Bird Food and Accessories

Agricultural & Domestic Weed Control
Large and small areas

01432 340500
www.thewildbirdstore.co.uk

Fencing and Ditch cleaning
Small and large bales of Hay
and Straw

Free delivery in Herefordshire
every weekday from 9.30 am

Weed wiping service

46 Rural Enterprise Park
Vincent Carey Road, Rotherwas HR2 6FE

Any amounts

‘Click and Collect’, Monday-Friday, 9.30-12.30

01873 860208 / 07903 933820

Call for your free 24 page catalogue

Animal care
Arts
much more than pet food

Home Delivery of Pet Food from a local business,
one less thing to worry about!
● Free home delivery (using hygienic, no contact methods)
● British-made complete and balanced life-stage pet foods
○ Puppy to Senior, including Working Dog
○ Kitten to Senior with Dental Care
○ Honestly labelled and made from high quality
ingredients
○ Sensitive and special diets catered for
● Free samples or £5 starter packs for dogs and cats
● Dog chews and treats, and cat treats
● Toys and healthcare products
● Rabbit food, Fish food and Bird food

Contact Nic on 07521 607029
To place your order or to find out more.
nic.kinch@oscars.co.uk
www.oscar.co.uk/branches/herefordshire

FREE DELIVERY!

Business & Financial

01873 860408
jill@clodockmill.com
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Health and well-being

SARAH L. HOPE

BSc. (Ost)

Registered Osteopath
Old Hall Farm, Orcop, Herefordshire HR2 8ET

Tel: 01981 580 371

Agricultural Insurance

Personal and Family Support

with Price Checker

INDEPENDENT ADVICE

• COMPETITIVE COVER

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Farm Insurance
Abergavenny based Neil Smith is best placed to give
Independent Advice, Great Premiums, Great Cover
being a Farmer in his own right.
Satisfied with your existing Insurer or not, it won’t cost
you anything to get a quote?
Pick up the phone and give Neil a call on 07885
257788 quoting
for your 20% discount.

T: 07885 257788 E: neil@frball.com
W: www.frball.com

BODY MASSAGE
MANUAL LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE
INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE

Life can be complicated. If you, your family or
someone you care about are having a tough time I offer
social, emotional and behavioural support. From an
informal discussion (cake optional...) through to
intensive mentoring, together we can:
Gently explore what is happening.
Set simple goals so the positives replace the not-sopositives.
Find and use your strengths to help you be kinder to
yourself.
Impartial, consistent and objective support
from someone with over 20 years experience.
Support grounded in Social Work Theory and Evidence
Based Practice.
Acceptance and encouragement
Reassurance of what is working well. Flexible times and
places to meet.
Prevention of issues worsening.
Improved self esteem and confidence. Improved
relationships.
A stronger, happier you.
Patient - Sensitive - Friendly
For a free initial discussion
please call me anytime on
07973 332990 / (01981) 570763
at www.carlgriffithssupport.org or
email:carl.griff071@gmail.com
I'd like to help.

HOPI EAR CANDLING
ONCOLOGY MASSAGE

07807 820332
ABBE Y DOR E , HE R E F OR D
R E P AI R ~ R E N E W ~ R E V I V E

Release tension
Aid Sleep
Encourage the body to re-balance naturally
Provides a complementary treatment to conventional
healthcare.
AOR registered (hot stone and VRT – vertical
reflexology also available).

HEALING-SHIATSU
Food & Catering

Christopher Sheehan. HSEC. FwSS.
Sessions in Hereford and Longtown
chris@eryritai-ji.co.uk
01873 860667
07870 149 745
www.eryritai-ji.co.uk

Come and join us in our beautiful, heated and fully
equipped yoga studio (no need to bring anything but
yourself!).
We offer a variety of classes suitable, from Gentle
(suitable for beginners) to more advanced. Private lessons
are also available.
For more details of the timetable, events and prices please
look at our website:
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Home and Domestic

All types of cleaning – Private houses & House Keeping
service for Holiday Homes/Lets/B&Bs etc.
High standard of work.
All aspects of Horse Help undertaken
Clipping, sale/show prep, local horse transportation.
Experienced and capable rider and Groom.
Happy to tackle a wide range of jobs, No job too small.
Just Ask Gabz!!!!
Reliable, Local, Friendly, Helpful
Excellent references available. Non Smoker
Tel – 07875 535 619 / 01981 510606
Email – askgabz@yahoo.co.uk

Fountain Cottage
Newton St Margarets
Hereford
HR2 0QW
jo.rowland@hotmail.com
01981 510136
07917 125053

PRITCHARD

For all your soft furnishing needs –
curtains, pelmets, blinds, cushions,
bedding and more

SERVICE

Please contact
Fiona Witcher
01981 242040 / 07811 396258
City & Guilds qualified.

AND REPAIRS

Free home consultation.

CALL ANYTIME BETWEEN
9AM - 4PM 07773303662
Services offered
Car
Service

MOT Failure
repairs

All types of
vehicles

anthonyandbenna@gmail.com

Maintenance & Services
Is your Broadband
driving you mad?
Are you unable to use the
internet as you would like?

Local Makers

Monday-Thursday 9-3.30 ~ Friday 9-12

Are you unable to use services like BBC iPlayer and
Netflix, which require a faster, more consistent
connection?
Access to reliable, high speed broadband is patchy
in our area, with some properties struggling to
receive more than 1Mbps download speeds.
Hopefully, high-speed fibre broadband will reach us
all one day, but if like me, you don’t want to wait,
there may be alternatives. In many locations where
the existing phone line broadband is only able to
provide very low broadband speeds, the 4g mobile
phone network is capable of providing 70Mbps,
which is easily enough to stream HD movies and can
provide a consistent, high quality service. There are
other benefits to using 4g mobile broadband over
services provided by BT and other cable based
providers.
Contact: Ben Hill
Tel: 01981 510136
Mob: 07990 638125
Email: bingoben@hotmail.com
If you suffer with poor internet speeds or WiFi dead
spots in your home, I may be able to help.

Tech Support
Having technical issues?
For any kind of problem
big or small

44ethanmitchell@gmail.com

Ethan Mitchell
Services include: Hardware repairs. Device setup
including printers, Software selection and use,
General guidance.
To contact send an email, or text on

07945 960623

Airguns
Shotguns
Rifles
Servicing, Repairs, Alterations,
Refinishing and Gun Fitting.
Registered Firearms Dealer
Contact James Phillips
07503 616760
james@thegunworks.co.uk
www.thegunworks.co.uk
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Personal services

Private Hire

16 & 8 seat minibuses
4 seat Land Rover Discovery
Weddings, celebrations, restaurants,
shopping, rail & air travel
Hassle-free travel to suit you

Booking

01981 510356

All aspects of groundworks, construction and steel
building erections
We specialise in:
Ground source heat systems
Electric cables
Ponds/lakes
Treatment plants
Supply & disposal of soils
Tree shear with 300mm cut
Bulldozing
Tractor & Dump trailer hire
Footings
Concreting
Ditching
Pipe laying
Site clearance
Muck away
Driveways
Drainage
Contact: Tommy Wood-Cole
Phone: 07964355422
Email: TommyWood-Cole@hotmail.com

Independent Funeral Directors

Produce and Products

THE GOAT COMPANY
Unit 3, Wormbridge Court, Wormbridge,
Hereford, HR2 9DH

Monmouth
MemorialsLtd
MONUMENTAL MASONS EST. 1988

Nigel Cave

Luxury Mohair products from
our prize-winning flock of
Angora Goats.

Visit the shop and meet the goats.
Darren Farm, Llanveynoe
Open 11am to 4.30pm except Sundays

Property services

BRAMM Registered Mason
(British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons)

Suppliers of quality memorials at

competitive prices, additional
inscriptions and renovations
undertaken with free quotations and
inscription proofs provided

Tel: 01600 890 098
Mobile 07950 117 122
monmouthmemorial@aol.com

Showroom at
51 Edde Cross St
Ross-on-Wye
HR9 7BZ

RP ELECTRICAL
All Electrical Work Undertaken
Testing & Inspection
PAT Testing & Fault Finding
All carried out by Qualified Electrician
07814 008626

EVANSPLUMBINGSERVICES
BathroomInstallations
Heating Installations
Magna Cleans
24 Hour Call Outs
All Plumbing Works Undertaken

AdamEvans
07497 869302
adamevans2618@gmail.com
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DECOR
SOLUTIONS
Domestic & Commercial pest control
Moles – Rats – Mice

Contact 07808 294511
Public liability insurance and fully licensed

tjsj@me.com

Painting & Decorating
Tim Jones
Tel 01981 540242
Mob 07810 895355
3 Generations of experience,
specialising in Painting & Decorating
services.
General property maintenance
duties carried out.

MATTHEW MAFLIN
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING AND
DECORATING SERVICES

Fully insured.
Good competitive rates.
A high standard of workmanship &
customer satisfaction guaranteed.

AVALON TREE SURGERY
WE CARE FOR YOUR TREES

MATTHEW THOMAS
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
NPTC QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED

WWW.AVALONTREESURGERY.CO.UK

01981 541307
07794 569284

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN

Internal and exterior decoration
Tel: 01873 860867
Mobile: 07497258129
matthewmaflin@gmail.com
Public Liability Insurance held

Mob: 07810 288115
Evenings: 01432 378163
kwilliamson027@hotmail.co.uk

References available on request
K&D building and landscaping
All aspects of building new and old
undertake
Drainage specialist/septic tanks
Fencing specialists
All aspects of landscaping/
patios/decking /ponds/retainers
and stone walls

TUGWELL TREE
SERVICES
For a professional service in all
aspects of tree care, including
Pruning, Felling, Planting
Supplying Trees & Shrubs and
Hedge Maintenance
Specialists in:
Tree Reports & Surveys,
Stump Removal with a
High Power Narrow
Access Stump Grinder
for all those inaccessible
stumps

All internal work carried out
Over 20 years experience between
us and a large portfolio

Sooty’s ey
Chimn
Service
Richard Watkins
01981 240 185
07947 959 452

Woodland and Garden
Scrub Clearance and Timber Extraction
Most types of scrub and woodland cleared,
including brambles, bracken and gorse, as well
as meadow/small field topping. Sloping and
narrow access areas reached using compact
(Alpine) tractor semi-offset topper and
mulching flail.
Timber forwarding service also available.
Felled timber moved using Alpine tractor and
trailer with crane.
Call Ben Hill
01981 510136 or 07990 638125

DAVID TUGWELL Tech Cert. Arbor A
Bridge End, Newton St Margarets. HR2 OQP
Tel: 01981 510104 / 07968 093898
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CHURCH SERVICES, AUGUST INTO SEPTEMBER
7 August, Trinity 8
9.30am
Llanveynoe
Morning Worship
3.00pm
St Margaret’s Holy Communion
14 August, Trinity 9
9.30am
Clodock
Holy Communion
11.00am
Michaelchurch Morning Worship
Favourite Hymns, Pimms & Summer Picnic

21 August, Trinity 10
9.30am
Craswall
3.00pm
Newton

Morning Worship
Holy Communion

28 August, Trinity 11
11.00am
Michaelchurch Group Holy Communion

4 September, Trinity 12
9.30am
Llanveynoe
3.00pm
St Margaret’s

Morning Worship
Holy Communion

11 September, Trinity 13
9.30am
Clodock
Holy Communion
11.00am
Michaelchurch Morning Worship
18 September, Trinity 14
9.30am
Craswall
Morning Worship
3.00pm
Newton
Holy Communion
6.00pm
Llanveynoe Harvest Festival and Supper
at Mountain Mayhem
25 September, Trinity 15
11.00am
Clodock

Group Holy Communion

AUGUST DIARY & EVENTS PLANNER Please see https://blackhillcommunities.net for events further ahead
Tue
Wed
Wed
Sat
Sun
Sun
Tue
Thu
Thu
Sat
Sat
Sat
Thu
Sat
Sat
Sat
Mon
Fri
Fri
Thu
Sun
Sun

02 August
03 August
03 August
06 August
07 August
07 August
09 August
11 August
11 August
13 August
20 August
20 August
25 August
27 August
27 August
27 August
05 Sept
09 Sept
09 Sept
15 Sept
18 Sept
18 Sept

7.00pm
2.30-4.30pm
7.30pm
3.00pm start
3.30pm
12.30pm onwards

6.00pm
6.00pm

Sat
Sat
Sat

24 Sept
15 Oct
29 Oct

10.00am-Noon
7.00pm
10.00am-Noon

2.00pm - 5.00pm

From 8.00am
2.00pm - 5.00pm
10.00am-Noon
2.30pm onwards
7.00pm
7.30pm
6.00pm
7.00pm

Escley and District Sports Federation AGM, Bridge Inn, Michaelchurch Escley
Longtown Library, Longtown Village Hall
Escleyside Gardening Club: Plants that changed the world, Escleyside Hall
Craswall to Llanveynoe Pilgrimage, St Mary's, Craswall
Concerts for Craswall: Hope Cramsie, guitar. St Mary’s, Craswall
Barbecue at The Cornewall Arms in aid of Longtown Village Pride
Longtown & District WI, Bring and Share Summer Summer. Cornewall Arms, Clodock
Newton St Margarets Women’s Guild: Gin tasting, Black Mountain Botanicals
Longtown Thursday Club, Longtown Village Hall
Longtown & District Historical Society: Summer visit, Garway Church
Longtown Show
Longtown and District Show
Longtown Thursday Club, Longtown Village Hall
Longtown Village Pride, Longtown Castle
Duck Race and Barbecue, Bridge Inn, Michaelchurch Escley
Vital Spark Concert, Clodock Church
Longtown & District Historical Society: Dr Jane Adams, The Cornewalls of Moccas
Escley and District Sports Federation, Family Rounders. Cricket Pavillion
Sarah McQuaid in concert, Escleyside Hall
Longtown Thursday Club outing to Aberystwyth
Llanveynoe Church: Harvest Festival and Supper
Llanveynoe Harvest Festival & Supper. Celebrating Donald Phillips’ 60 years as
churchwarden
Longtown Village Pride, Longtown Castle
Escley and District Sports Federation, Quiz Night. Cricket Pavillion
Longtown Village Pride, Longtown Castle

Village hall contacts
Craswall Hall
Bookings: Janet Watkins 01981 510226
General inquiries: Christine Cleaton,
cleatonfamily@btinternet.com

Longtown Hall
Mark Ewins, 01873 860829
www.longtownvillagehall.org.uk
bookings@longtownvillagehall.org.uk

Escleyside Hall
Rachel Pritchard: 01981 510368
rachel.pritchard86@hotmail.co.uk

Newton Church Room
Mary Powell: 01981 510295
mary.powell37@btinternet.com

Escley & District Sports Pavilion
Kirsty, 01981 510682
www.escleysportspavilion.com
escleysportspavilion@gmail.com

Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team
Peterchurch Police & Fire Hub, Hereford HR2 0RU. 01981 550253
PC 3687 Jeff Rouse
07870 150972
PCSO 6378 Pete Knight
07773 053 919
peter.knight@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Contact: 101 ext 4820 – Email: goldenvalley.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

