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A newAlphacoursestarts on
Wednesday23rdJanuaryin
{0 [dzl SQ&a OKI
The doors will be open at
7/ pm and the talk will
start at 7:30 pm.

Kz

The first session is an Introductory talk and
there will bel0 sessions after that.
Maryanne will be running the course.
Feel free to invite someone along or if you feel like an Alpha
refresh then come yourself. The more the merrier!
If you do invitesomeone then it is good to accompany them to
the first few sessions.
In the next few weekdiere will be invitationsvailable at the
back of churcho give out.
S LI SFasSx
1 Pray for the whole Alpha course.
1 Pray for the person or persons that you are gamgvite
and that you will have the right words for them.

1 Invite someone!

There will be cake!


https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi5hu3NidLXAhVGKsAKHSuXB2oQjRwIBw&url=https://alpha.org/branding/&psig=AOvVaw33qT4W0APGsk077HSehHhH&ust=1511436428210992

Services for January
ST LUKEOS

6th | EPIPHANY
9.15am MORNING PRAYERO Barrie
11. 00am CONNECTI ONS at St Lukeo

13th | 9.15am HOLY COMMUNION & Rev Alan
11. 00am CONNECTI ONS at St Lukeo

20th 1 9.15am MORNING PRAYERS Barrie and Maryanne
11. 00am CONNECTI ONS at St Lukebod

27t 19.15am HOLY COMMUNION o Rev Alan
11. 00am CONNECTI ONS at St Lukeo

STCHADO S

6th | EPIPHANY
9.00am HOLY COMMUNION BCP o Rev Alan
10.45am CHRISTINGLEBERVICE lan and the team

13th| - Kath & Muriel F

20th | 10.45am ALL AGE HC o8 Rev Alan

27t 10.45am MORNING PRAYERO Kath & Muriel F

Please note: There will be no Wednesday morning ocoffee and
chatbsessi ons during the winter

MIDWEEK ECUMENICAL

HC SERVICES

Wednesdays at 9.15am
16", 30" Jan at Endon Me thodist Church
oh 2393t St Lukeds

A Very Happy New
Year to Everyone!

(PleaseSS . I NNASQa YSaal 3s
onpp4&H
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DIOCESE OF oA .JL
Ncrren @ F it
Come follow Christ in the footsteps of St Chad

No Defence for Bference
CKS . AaK2LIQa tlrad2Nrft [ Si
As we enter the New Year Bishop Clive is alert to a clash of
theological truth and cultural hangover.

TheArchbishop of Canterbury caused a flurry of media attention
0ST2NE / KNRadYla gKSyYy KS gl a |d
FSYILESo D2R A& y20 RSTAYlIOfSEd
RSAONALINIA2Ya 2F D2R a9 SNB hatz a2
| A4 / KFNFYOUSNRAFKOAZ2Y A aFF O0KSN
the same way as an earthly father.

Despite such theological wisdom, the Christian image of God as a
male heavenly father runs deep and has permeated our church
structures for almostwo millennia, ever since the early church
embraced the idea of hierarchy with, inevitably, males at the top and
a God with male attributes set over all.

With the advent of women priests and Bishops, the Church of
England appears a little less patriarchat deference to, and a
preference for, male authority still runs deep. Witness the huge
number of parishes which have still never had a woman vicar. The
YFYONF aFFOGKSNI ly26a 0Sade Aa |
rather than a historic relic, althdza K 0 KS aFlF 0 KSNE |
equally well wear a sharp suit as a flowing cassock.

The unspeakable crimes of abuse that have been facilitated by such ¢
culture will forever shame the church, and the Church of England will
continue to fall under the spotlight as the national Safeguarding
enquiry continues its investigations in 2019. Bdiile our awareness

of abuse tends to centre on the abuse of children and vulnerable
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adults, domestic abuse perpetrated by men against women should
cause us equal concern, especially as it is just as likely to be taking
place within our church communiteas outside.

In 2018 research among churchgoers in Cumbria concluded that one
in four churchgoers in that area had experienced domestic abuse
and/or violence within their current relationships. This is in line with
UK wide statistics about the prevalenof domestic abusaVe
cannot pretend that this is an issue that does not affect those within
our churches, but we do have a choice as to whether we ignore it or
whether we use our awareness as a basis for action. A starting point
might be to consider wdt appropriate forms of pastoral support
could be offered to those suffering from forms of domestic abuse.
How and where might safe places be created? What resources would
be needed to make our churches places of sanctuary and healing?
Questions, theans®NJ 12 GKAOK aFlF O0KSNE Yl
who knows best, but which must be addressed if our churches are to
be the conduits through which captives are set free and fear is cast
out by love.
+Clive
The Rt Re@ Clive GregonBishop of Wolverhampton

hdzNJ wSTI RSNJ . I NNRAS & N i
A MEANINGFUL PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEZ

v

t NP YLIWOSR o0é& !flFyQa aSN¥Yz2y | i
true meaning of Christmas, by confining our celebration to
simply Christmas Day, it pointed me to look in the same way,
as how we educe our New Year greetings to one another to
AAYLIX & &I L bSg | SIENESD® LY
as ours, it struck me that perhaps thigeslly what we mean

to wish for one another.
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May the Father of Life pour out His grame you;

may you feel His hand in everything you do

and be strengthenedybthe things He brings you through;
this is my prayer for you.

May the Son of God be Lord in all your ways;

may He shepherd you the length of all your days,

and in your heart may He receive the praise;

this is my prayer for you.

And despite how simple it may sound,

| pray that His grace will abound

and motivate everything you do;

and may the fullness of His love be shared through you.

May His Spirit comfort you, and make you strong,

YFe IS RAAGOALI AYyS é2dz ISyt e
and in your heart may He give you a song;

this is my prayer for you.

May Jesus be Lord all your ways,

may He shepherd you the length of all your days,
and in your heart may He receive the praise;

this is my prayer for you.

(Reproduced by kind permission of The Northumbria
Community Trust as authors of the wprk

Our thanks toBarrie for shamg this.



UCBWORD F& TODAY

Bob GassUUCBWestport Road, Burslem

Put God to the test!

0Bring the whole tithe

God is a meticulous planner. For example, He scheduled a banquet

called o6the marriage supper of tF
(seeRevelat i on 19: 9) . He instructed N
75 feet wide, and 45 feet higho (

specific colours and fabrics He wanted used in constructing the
tabernacle (see Exodus 26). And look how precisely He orders the
seasons and positions the stars.

Can you imagine such a God having no plan for your finances i the

product of your work I ife? Surely
whole tithe into the storehouseeéel
not éopenégheaaawde pour out so much b
room enough to store i1It.06 The ori

means before taxes and other deductions. Why? Because He wants to
be first in your life in everything i including your finances.

God also told His people, O0You he
( Mal achi 3:8 NKJV). Stop and thir
a house you decide whether or not
making. And in this Scripture Godiss ayi ng, oUnti |l vy«
rightfully mine (the tithe), why
Tithing isnodét jJjust about money; I
tithe your income, you can expect God to pour out His blessing on you
as He promised. You can live under an open heaven; the choice is

yours. God says, O06Test me in this

happens!

You can receive regular free copies of WORD FOR TODAY if you
contact UCB..see website.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi%203:10%20&version=NIV%20

The pastoral team in caroinging modeduringthe week before
Christmas at Hillswood Lodge. (Sue had landed at Manchester at 7.0
that morning!!)

1 ¢ [ Y9 Q;
PASTORAL TEAM

Please contact Shirley Brindley on 504089 if you are
available for pastoral visiting.
Next team meeting tQJanuary 2019

HILLSWOOD LODGE VISITS

Meet at Vicarage 10.50am for 11.00am
Next date:
Please consult Shirley or Rev Alan
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" | S Ge&aini® got
KA&d KI VR
X 0 dzil est Kiistndas
ever forproud new
Granddad Steve Dale! Wg
were delighted to welcome
these two lovely little
people they are cousins
born within a dy of each
other) with their mums and
dads to our Connections
™ Carols and Coffee service.
3 )

| Congratulations Stevand

" | lots of love from us all!

OURTOY SERVICE [ 7F
Thank you to everyone whep g
generouslysupported the mums &
and children at the Elizabeth
Trust this year. A representative
from the Trust came along to

receive our gifts andaye us an
update on their work.




news from
S t c had

Sheila Tipper write¥{ (i / KI RQA&a ¢ 2atizheReafleispf$hisii 2 & A
magazine a very happy and peaceful New Year.

LQY aAdidAy3a KSNFB
reflecting on our news since the
frad YFr3arTAyS Ay
YIRS YS GKAY]l |02
~ at the joint service on Sunday. He
commented that everything is
" back to front with us. Never mind
the 12 days of Christnsawe have
all our celebrations before
4 Christmas.

~ =7 e \{( And so | start with our Christmas
Fayre Wh|ch yet again, Was a terrlflc success. Not only did we make a net
profit of £1272.20 but the amount of goodW|II and festive cheer on the day
was priceless!! HSNE 0 A I o0 ‘ ’
L 2dz¢ Ydzad 3I32 G2 'y
helped or attended. 3

Next, we had our Christingle
service. | love this one, especially
when all the Christingles are lit anc,
heldhigh.o { SS al 0Af R
the next page.)

On Sunday'® December we had
our carols by candlelight. This ma™s
be one of my favorite services
throughout the whole year. The church was full and looked beautiful in the
candle light. Members of the community had been asked to participate with
readings et@nd the service flowed without introduction or explanation.
YFGKNEY YR adz2NASE g2N)] a2 KFENR I
extra specialand they certainly succeeded with this one.
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Christingle

A child holds the world

which glows orange between
his fingers, the seasons through
his hands that he watches as he
waits to eat them.

Our whole church smells of

them, or of the smoke when

the candles are blown out, which
curls slightly in the advent air, fresh
wax pooled in a tin foil base,

red line around a circled prayer.
Ahomemade, handmadeelfmade
love in them, in a heart with an
orange peel outer, that later,

when the light is snuffed for

al ¥FSteQa al 1Sz aoagatt assvya
as real light comes into theorld.

Matilda Houston Brown

Creative Corner Christmas Meal

MT GONI FTleéé¢ fIRASE ald R2gy G2 Syez
Stafford Arms on Monday YtDecember. | must admit I felt a bit of a fraud

a LQYS y20 0SSy FotS G2 FOGOGSYyR |yeé
grandmohter!) but | was made venyelcome and it was great to catch up with
everyone.

We had Christmas crackers and a choice afses (I was very good and
missed the dessert) followed by tea and coffee. There was plenty of chatter
and laughter and a good time was had by all. Needless to say there was no
crafting ! KdzaS a¢KIFyl , 2dz Ydzad 32 G2
thing so well.

And then for me it was off to see my beautiful granddaughters after being

AN YGSR alyydzrtf fSIF@S¢ o6& Yé RIdAKI
C2NJ YSZ LISNE2YIlIfféex GKS ySEG o6A3 S¢
Valley railway for Santa& { G4 S| Y ® L KF@gS 2 YSyi

10



2T Yé FSaldAOAGASaD . NALFY YR L G23
and families made up a party of 10 including my 4 grandchildren, Asif 13,
Sophie 10 and the twins Emmeline and Annab&lldt was a brilliant day with

lots of excitement (mainly from me), great presents from Santa and a few
tears when the balloon dog burst!

| have to admit that | missed the Christmas Eve services as we entertained the
twins for most of the day while themum did her last minute wrapping etc

and then we shooed everyone out to celebrate our wedding anniversary (yes,
we did get married on Christmas Eve) on our own in the evening.

¢2 3IASG o601 G2 Yé 2NAIAYyIE GK2dAKG A
For me all the celebrations are now over. How many of you feel the same and
OFyQli ¢FAG G2 3ISG GKS RSO2NIXdA2ya R
dzy GAf | FGSNI bSg , SFENJIodzi L R2dz00 &S
to the other thoughtthat Alan left me with on Sunday..... Am | packing Jesus
away with my decorations? | sincerely hope not but | do know friends and
family that get the Nativity scene out on December 1st, dust it down and tell
the story to the grandchildren, then happilgpack until next year and never

give a thought to the message behind the cute figures.

And so as | reflect on the year just gone and anticipate the coming of the next
@8SINE fSGQa K2LS GKIFId L OFry SNy 7
Christan, a better person and on a very personal note a thinner individual!

|l YR a2 @&2dz KI¥S Y& bS¢ ,SI N NBaz2ft dzi
flFrag 8SFNRa FyR GKS @SIFENIo6oSTF2NBE SiC

/7 178 USED
+ € &, STAMPS

| There is still
4 time!

' = TAUSERT f you have not yet

brought your used stamps you have till the end of January.

St Chadods folk may hand stamps
Ros
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Connections
Community Church
Part of the Family of Churches in Endon

Diversion
ENDS

All Welcome at 11.00am

every Sunday

in St Luke's Primary CE Academy for 35
minutes followed by refreshments, time
to chat and play.Here Rev Alan is
sporting his new Christmas waistcoat
which really does tell the story.

THANK YOU ALL!

Rev Alan and Maryanne would like to pass on their keao
everyone at both our churches who have worked so hard to make
our services welcomingver the Christmas periodVe also say thank
you to them both for all their effor$ over the last year oour behalf.
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CANDLE DEDICATIONS
for JANUARY

For £2.50 you can keep the Candle of Hope or the
Sanctuary L ight burning for a week with a dedication.

Contact Shirley Brindley on 504089 for a particular date  or
fillin a form at the back of church . Please note that Shirley
IS ushg a new list from Janu ary.

Jan

CANDLE OF HOPE

SANCTUARY LIGHT

Bth

LynPickeringor Ronald
Pickering, at rest on Jafi' 2013
Lovingly remembered by all his
family.

Janet Bowyein loving memory of a
dear mother on the anniversary of
her death.

Also , Anonin memory ofEmma
Williams- a special lady

witness of Edna Bond

13th | Sylvia Bradshawo celebrate the | Sheila and Stan Hurst celebrate
birthday of her granddaughter, | the birthday of their daughter in
Grace law, Jill (13"

20th | Barrie Jacksom memory of BarrieJacksorn celebration of
grandson, Tom a I S ¢ Birthday

27th | Anonremembering the life and | Anonremembering the life and

witness of Betty Whitmore

JANUARY GREETINGS
to

Margaret Millington (2nd JanRev Dunca
Birthasy Leake (10 KSQ& TnHULZ
o | Podmore (12), Rachel Tellwright, Mae ]
. (18", Suzy Jordan (29
Sheila Simpson (23, Ken Davis,
Scott Taylor (29)

Birthday
If you would like your own or a family birthday

included here contact Ros 504137

1t

N
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ADVENT QUIZ ANSWERS
PREPARING THE WAY OF THE LORD

No prizes but well done if you had all 17 correct! ,

1.2 K2 &l ARX dal NEX R2 y20 0SS | FNI AF
Ans: The angel Gabriel

2. Why did the child leap in the womb of Elizabeth?
Ans:Becausetlizabeth wadilled with the Holy Spirit when she
NEOSAOSR al N2eQa 3INBSGAyY3

3. What was the name of that child®ns: John

4.2 KF0 yYIFEYS RAR UKS ySAIKo2dzZNB 41 yi

Ans: Zechariah

5. Why did they want that name&ns: To name him after his father

6. Who wasthe Roman Emperor who decreed a census should be taken?
Ans: Caesar Augustus

7./ 2YLX SGS UKS aSyuSyoOSYy ac2 RIFe Ay
Iy aXYasbeenborntgou;l S Aa / KNAaAauU U0UKS [ 2NR
8. To whom was that sentence addressedl?s: The shepherds
9.2 K2 &l ARX Gaé azdAansWar@gy A FTASa G(GKS
10.To whom was it said®&ns:ToElizabeth in praise of the Lord

11.Which of the four gospels gives details of the shepherds at Bethlehem?
Ans: Luke

12.Which of the gospels tells us about the visit of the wren?
Ans: Matthew

13.Who was the king who interviewed the wise meir?s: Herod
14.Which gospel begins with a genealogy of Jegus2 Matthew
15.Who was father of Josephfhs: Jacob

162 KAOK 3IANBFG LINRPLIKSG ogNRGS GKS g2
Ans: Isaiah(ch 7 v14)

17.Which gospel gives us that quotatioABs: Matthew(chl v 23)
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FLOWERRRANGING...
CONTINU&

Aboveig | dzf Ay SQa RSY2 F2NJ 2 dzNJ
Christmas arrangement session.

Several more were created by

our team of novices ansome

sold off for churcHunds. More

sessions are to be arranged for

2019. Please csult Sue

Forrester for details of the first

session of the year.

Fair trade status

{ 0 [ dz] S-afle chuich.|If ydulddn&é items to the caterin
cupboard, please check that they are Fair Trade, Ethical Tea
Partnership or similar organisations that guarantee small trader

3

+AIRTRADE

and workers are not disadvantaged
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