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doing - our lives should not be built on the period and are happy to celebrate new life
sinking sand of this world but on the solid and growth, but we need to strengthen all
rock of Christ. Matthew 7 i T h e r e f ooureengageneent to ensure we are fit to rep-
ryone who hears these words of mine and resent Christ as a biblically faithful bride of

Eastert Hope

Dear Friends,

We approach Easter with more earthly
hope than we did last year. The vaccine
programme is working well and the
wretched Covid-19 pandemic seems to be
retreating in the UK at least. If you have
had your jab do consider sponsoring some- |

puts them into practice is like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. ”

At St John’'s Well.
are in the processofre-bui | di ng.
Welling is looking to come out of the Pan-

one around the world not so fortunate as|

yourself — Charities Aid Foundation are
accepting donations of £5 and more with-
out costs at www.cafonline.org/home/covid-
19-fund. We look forward with hope to
sometime in the summer when some of the
restrictions we have been under will lift.
But ..

As Christians we should be looking to a
much more glorious hope — The Easter
Hope!

My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness

| dare not trust the sweetest frame

But wholly lean on Jesus' name

On Christ the solid rock | stand

demic stronger than we went into it — but all powerless without His Spirit, and nothing if
Go
not hi ngkndwRNew thid i3 eternal likeothat they L

schemes of man (and woman and Adam)
wi || come to
prayer. What should continue? What
should cease? What should start? The con-

Christ. We need to reach all the new
homes in the Quarry with the Good News —

n g and alldhe lnqustry iowards the Thames—+

and {o addgegsthe gmental health issues
which have increased during Covid. | hope
the leafletting that is beginning to take
place and the re-launch of Alpha may help
us in this.

Why do | write this to both Welling and
Erith? Because we are Kingdom people

- |and need to support and pray for the whole

Kingdom. Welling, Erith and the ends of the
Earth! | have learnt so much from my time
hel ping |l ead St.
Pandemic, the most important lessons be-
ing reminders that Church is nothing with-
out people, only a social club without God,
we don’'t Wor ship
may know you, the only true God, and Je-
sus Chri st

Joh

whom yo’u

10 TOCK temporary 4 o’'clock is somet hin

All other ground is sinking sand we hope may re-energise our life in addi- By God'bless Sou Adam
Edward Mote1834 tion to 10.30 and 6.30. : |

. Adam Foot, Vicar S
This Hymn has found a revival — _be_cause it At St John's Erith we qape ;mare ;iZhady ahrad
says what we need to keep believingand way t hrough Neil’'s and my initial 2 e

4 Qave {gminded an haII d us,famﬂx,

{ u W 2 K y:mci of the natu nt| us have been praying for Katherine
SUke eredChrls nlt Charlie and Di An

even in lockdown and have been preparing I ong time members of

We are coming out of the tunnel, we really us for the days ahead and there are new cancer diagnosis last July. Her courage as

are and there is a real danger we may soon
be meeting more in
least on Sundays!

p eAdasno and tGbrdon

things!

she underwent many chemo cycles was awe

lwave ihtroduced..ana ihspiring. Sadly by mid February her treat-

online Compline service four nights a week ment became end of life care and although

One of the real positives that has come from at 9pm and many of us are finding it a help- we knew this, we have all been struggling
this strange season is that we have learnt to ful way of ending our day... (do consider with real sadness following the news of her
use technology in a way that pre lockdown, joining.) death on Feb 28" Many of us met (on
we knew was possi bl eAndihertnew development has ieénlthie Bag- dzoom) that evening to grieve together and

We now know Some gatherings are defi- ents group which meets weekly (on zoom!)

nitely as good via zoom (see below) or at
|l east the positives
for sure, things will never be quite the same
again with, as a definite, live streamed ser-
vices being a vital part of Church life ena-
bling housebound people to join in worship.
So, hardly necessary to say that the last two
months have continued, like the two before,
with maybe limited occasions of note but our
sermons and studies on the Christian Com-

on Thursday evenings... this is a group

awhieh wontist really rwelliog zoond ds paaemts

can join without need of a babysitter!
Saying that earthly Goodbye is never easy
and sadly Dorothy Holmes -Jones died very

soon after the last Grapevine issue. Itwasa . . .

real privilege to be able to join her live
streamed funeral and celebrate and learn so
much about a lovely member of our church
family. We continue to pray for John and the

pray for her family and Everyone struggling
to come to terms with the news... we con-

tinuato bth grieve and pray.

Graham Curd and family need our love and
prayers as they mour
reen.

So, l et’s keep cl
ingly to each other... We have much to look
forward to in the coming months and doubt-
less a challenge or four.

Estelle Woodcock


http://www.cafonline.org/home/covid-19-fund
http://www.cafonline.org/home/covid-19-fund

\% i; 7 Well, what a year 2020 was! With
,.,j the pandemic we saw a massive in-
crease in the level of violence

II M against those in poverty - increased

vulnerability to trafficking, an explo-
sion of online sexual exploitation of
children (OSEC) as western paedo-
philes had more time at home online and greater vio-
lence against women, trapped at home with their abus-
ers during lockdowns. We experienced a significant in-
crease in the need for our work at a time when funding
was challenged by the economic impacts of COVID. UK
lockdown hit just before our major fundraising month of

the year.

And in total, there have been

97,000 PEOPLE

rescued from slavery and
violence since IJM began.

So we pressed into prayer. |IJM UK started lockdown by
stopping work for a whole day and praying. Subse-
quently, IJM generated a literal global wave of prayer by
its staff, starting in Washington DC and moving across
13 different time zones, ending in Ghana. At the start of
2021 IJM UK staff again stopped for 36 hours of con-
tinuous prayer. In July 2020 our prayer supporters
joined us for our first online Pray for Justice Event. This
was followed by another event this
last February. If you missed it check
touton] JM UK’'s You
nel.

And our loving Father answered in
ways we could never have imag-
ined:

1 Despite lockdowns across
the world, we saw rescue
after rescue, as we part-
nered with local authori-
ties.

1 Ghana saw 71 children
rescued from slavery, 3
convictions, 24 survivors
restored and 40 arrests.

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISS

The Philippines marked our 100™ conviction for
OSEC.

1 IJM Romania launched a new project to com-
bat human trafficking. Their first case involved
the UK.

1 We saw IJM staff and survivors helping local
communities by providing essential supplies
and PPE kits and training.

1 And God graciously provided finances through
our amazing supporters and staff who found
creative ways to fundraise, enabling us to ex-
ceed our income targets!

Thank you for your prayers and financial support.

You have brought freedom and hope in the midst of

darkness and despair.

Our 2030 Vision is to rescue

millions, protect half a billion

and make justice for people
who are poor unstoppable. It
feels impossible, like the first
manned flight to the moon!

But in God all things are pos-

sible.

Please pray for:

1 God’ s prot ec

sion and continued break-

through.

1 Our Romania office as

they work cases in conjunc-

tion with the UK.

1 Our new casework office

on the coast of Kenya, work-

ing child sex trafficking cases
and the ongoing trial of 5 accused in the
killing of our lawyer in Kenya.

1 Our UK team providing input to a review of
sentencing for OSEC crimes and for our
Virtual Fundraising Gala in March.

You can do more by becoming an IJM Prayer Partner,
Champion or Fundraiser.

Steve Webster, 1IM

ALSOIN 2020

You helped us facilitate one of
IJM'’s largest rescues back in May,

when the rescue of 360 people
from forced labour in a brick kiln
then led to the RELEASE OF
AROUND 6,750 TRAPPED
MIGRANT WORKERS.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3CZwlWc9Mo&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3CZwlWc9Mo&t=3s
https://www.ijmuk.org/pray-for-justice
https://www.ijmuk.org/champions
https://www.ijmuk.org/fundraise

Whilst Covid 19 has been difficult for (the ramifications are still continuing,
us here in the UK, it has been more
difficult for poorer countries around the
world, and particularly Uganda.
Schools closed, no work, food in short

the opposition is still under arrest), it
has been a trying time. But still their
faith remains strong in the face of ad-
versity. Some vaccinations are now
happening albeit in small num-
ber s. St John’
erous during the pandemic
and gave almost £5k through
the church and through one
particular housegroup (thank
you, you know
who you are) |¥
and food was 3o
| distributed to AN
school families
and people who
needed it in the

town. Secon-
dary Schools,
' Uni ’ s,

P7 are now §

i back at Modern
School with P5 e
" and P4 return-
. ing in April and
the rest of the
school by June.
Sadly, we have
< not been able :
to go this year but we g s
are hoping, God willing =
that we may be able to =
go after the London '
Marathon in October if
we are allowed to. Start

supply, people returning to their vil-
lages and unless they were able to
grow a food source, were starving.
Coupled with other illness (Alice and
John were both very sick) and a very
hotly disputed and very biased elec-

tion thinking about it if you
An Empty Paint Tin Meditati
Introduction : I bl ame it on the damp si ds

other coat of Cuprinol protective paint. So this month, (February), | endeav-
oured to give that vulnerable side
Revelation : Painting creates that quiet thoughtful meditative mode in hu-
mans that God utilises, and He revealed that whilst the paint would last for-
ever in a sealed tin, the tin needs to be opened and the paint brushed care-
fully onto a needy, thirsty surface, a process which not only uses up the
paint, but also enables it to fulfil its purpose. Paint can be spilt and wasted,
but with care it can add value and weather protection to all surfaces it comes
into contact with. However, if it is just sealed in the can, it is only full of po-
tential but of no real use.

Interpretation : We are like the paint; the living God is the painter. We need
to open the can of our lives, and through the Holy Spirit become willing f to
allow Him to use us as He sees fit, blessing the needy of the world with prac-
tical assistance, and thereby proclaiming that He lives, through Christ and
His Holy Spirit. . (Matthew 28 v16-20 the Great Commission)

Encouragement : | hope our lives will be fulfiled and useful to God, and
when we finally depart, we might leave some beauty on earth behind us, and
be rather like a well-used but empty paint tin, completely spent, but thankful
to God for the chance to be so. Mike Cosser

@ Rukungiri Orphan Partnershifs i o scomm

his year for the Marathon, |
will be raising money for the deaf
school in Rukungiri, one of the only
mai nstream school s
their children with disabilities away.
We have also built up a good relation-
ship with them on our visits).
Please pray that the all the children
and & t8ach¥ér€ detife b&ck Wl in all
schools and that peace reigns across
a politically divided country.

Sue Read




My Hopes for 2021 Do it Anyway

Reconnect. It is without doubt that many things should go first, vaccine, to see fam-

ily and friends, to hug someone not in my family unit, but none of them come close =~ Found written on the wall in Mother Teresa's
to my true heart’'s desire. | |l ong to s emRomeforchildrenlinCaleutta: r euni t ed
Our daughter no longer displaced, but back in her new home in Coventry, not here*,

and our son safely interacting with his peers.

They are my world and | know how much | love them, and how much more God People are often unreasonable, irrational,
does. It is a concerning time for children and young people and the effects of this and self-centered. Forgive them anyway.
pandemic will be long lived
in them. We do not know
the deeper impact, yet we
are assured by God that
He does, and He alone
holds us all in the palm of
His hand.

As | write this, | have not
been in the church building
for a year, barring the
alternative Christmas ser-
vice, but | have been to §
church virtually far more
during the week than ever
before. We have also
joined other churches and
discipleship groups or
training.

God has given us the tools to deeply invest our experience and worship of Him and The good you do today, will often be forgotten.

If you are kind, people may accuse you of self-
ish, ulterior motives. Be kind anyway.

If you are successful, you will win some un-
faithful friends and some genuine enemies.
Succeed anyway.

If you are honest and sincere people may de-
ceive you. Be honest and sincere anyway.

What you spend years creating, others could
destroy overnight. Create anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness, some may
be jealous. Be happy anyway.

in truth our children are covered in a hope that is not of this world but of that from Do good anyway.
Heaven. God will restore all the things that have been taken away and many new
blessings will be given. Give the best you have, and it will never be

We have an opportunity to reconnect. | have reconnected with an old school friend
and cannot wait until we can meet in person.

I am looking forward to 2021 being the year we reconnect in meeting together in
person. | hope we will have opportunities to reconnect with mission, and our com-
munity locally, whilst also reconnecting more deeply with God, to the benefit of
those He cares most about.

enough. Give your best anyway.

In the final analysis, it is between you and God.
It was never between you and them anyway.

Billy jo OolLeary

*Charlotte is now back in University at Coventry — Reconnecting. Some sense of
new normal is on its way

C = =, One day | had | learnt about God is that he is at his

My Road to ChrIStIanIt son to attend st r ongest when we're
t J o hthis madched my life. | realised that God
My faith journey occurred over many years Church, and someone spoke to me about had been present and active in all those

and was happening behind my back and God. | was doing my best not to listen, but major life crises.

Mother Teresa

against my will. | grew up with one parent on t hat occasi on, i t Hewrew thebptam hhedhadtfoo rhydraith jdum t
who was an atheist and the other anon- Chr i sti ans are al/l ey coldceomly statt Wwheert | realised that |
practicing Christian, and | was one of six nates with me today. needed Him.

children. Then one Sunday morning as Terry was It was when | got baptised and wrote my
My first recollection of Church was having getting ready for Church, and | was about t e st i mony, t hat | f
to attend Sunday school and St Johns on my life.

Church in Eltham, sitting through the bor- Now my thirst for knowledge and under-

ing Sunday Service with bags of smelly
smoke wafting in the air. That set the
scene for my relationship with God, even
throughout my adult life Then when one of
my sons got cancer, my sister took her
own life and my mum gave up on life
within 6 months of my sister, my question
was , ‘how <can a | o
much pain?’

| worked diligently and provided a home
and security for my immediate family but |l "ve read the Bible
somet hing was missi . . n Scwipture every day, | help with our Youth,
what it was. | drank, and my behaviour Il > m part of aandHeven sng
caused the family pain. to leave for work — epiphany! | attended busi ness has a hew
Years later, my son had recovered from Church for the first time! | totally enjoyed Today | get asked to pray for others, and
cancer, and all 3 children had grown up, it; I felt the honesty of the Church. it’'s an honour t o |
Two of them were following God and Over the following months | started to friends and family to God, who has a plan
shamefully, | was doing what | couldto t hi nk about my | i f e fSeach & SuflifeR.Y - I JimSGblding t
stop Terry from also following Christ. count my blessings. One of the first things

standing of God grows daily. Each morn-
ing | can’t wait to
of day, | want people to feel how | feel!

Has becoming a Christian changed me?
Yes, for the bette
confirmed, and | have the best Father any-
one could ever have, and get to speak to
him anytime. There is still a part of the old
Jim within me, but now | know where to
find peace.




