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| would like to share a story that is circulating around the Internet and whose
origins appear to lie in a story by Pablo J. Luis Molinero.

A tale of two babies

Il n a motherds womb are two babies

One asks the other: o0Do you believe i
The other replies, oWhy, of course. T
Maybe we are here to prepare ourselve
ONonsense, 0 says the other. o0There is
be?6

ol dondt know, but there wil/l be mor e
our |l egs and eat from our mout hs. o

The other says, o0This is absurd! Wal ki

Ridiculous. The umbilical cord supplies nutrition. Life after delivery is to be

excluded. The umbilical cord Is too s
ol think there is something and maybe
The other replies, ONo one has ever ¢

life, and in the after -delivery it is nothing but darkness and anxiety and it takes us
nowhere. 6

oWel | , I dondét know, 6 says the other,
wi || take care of us. o

oMot her?!d6 You believe in mother? Whe
0She 1 s al/l around wus. It is in her t
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This bulletin has been collated by Gill Elliott of Trinity URC St Albans.
If you have news or notices that you wish to be included in the next Bulletin,

please email gilldotelliott@gmail.com, or ask your Heartland representative to do
S0 on your behalf.




NEWS FROM HOMEWOOD ROADS January 2020

We look back on a very joyful Christmas season:

# Faye set up an Advent prayer trail starting in the church

foyer é N

Carols around the tree & the lighting up of our outdoor
Christmas tree and a time to sing carols and share festive
refreshments and fellowship.

Jesys is
€oming
Ale y oU ready?

An Advent themed Family Service including the blessing of
all these knitted angels!

Operation Christmas Angel - over 225 knitted angels
sharing messages of love, joy and hope were distributed
across the town centre and Marshalswick on the morning
of 21 st December

1 Choir Carol Service involving our church choir and singers from our wider congregation
and other URC churches in the cluster.
Family Crib Service on Christmas Eve
Midnight Service on Christmas Eve

1 Christmas Day Family Service

We now know that Sarah Green, our children and families worker, will not be returning to
Homewood Road after her maternity leave because her little son, Rufus, still has considerable
health care needs and is under the wonderful care of Great Ormond Street Hospital. We still
remain in touch with her and her family and we ask for your prayers for Sarah and Eddie and
their family at the start of this New Year.

The children and families vacancy will now be filled by Faye, who has been with us since the
beginning of the summer.

We congratulate Faye on her now permanent appointment and also on her marriage to
Adam on 21 stDecember 2019 4 so she is now Faye Evans. We wish them both every happiness
together.

We | ook forward in a few mont Bmidy Fairi- oneSattraday a5th xprilt i n



News from Welwyn Garden City

Our traditional Christmas Fayre was held on 23 November
and proceeds were shared between the Church Window
Fund and Isabel Hospice. This year we were able to present
them with a cheque for £1,200. Pictured here is Joyce
handing the cheque over to Val, a volunteer at Isabel
Hospice.

On the 1st of December the congregation brought unwrapped

' ) s 4 gifts for Gift Sunday. These gifts together
with gifts we received from our local
Sainsburyds customer
Womends Refuge, Reso
Charity, YMCA and the Zion Foodbank.

- Pictured here(left) is Chris Moffat,

o Chaplaincy and Support worker of the
- YMCA with a few of the 25 Bags of

. goodies we donated and Tim Lengden
' (right) the Lead Youth Worker Central
“Herts.

“ Service 0 a blessing of all animals. It was lovely to see how well all
the dogs (no cats were brave enough to attend!) got on and they
were rewarded for their good behaviour with lovely donated
homemade dog biscuits. Pictured here is Jane chatting with
& Pamela who brought her working dog to be blessed.

Our Thursday Club had their annual Christmas
lunch on the 12th of December. Everyone who
attended had a great time. The tables were
laden with delicious roast dinners and Jane
read poems to the group whilst also leading
them with carol singing. Thank you to Joyce
and her dedicated team who made this
another great success and Wendy for playing the piano.




Wendy organised a lovely Christmas party on the 15th of December for all the

childrends groups who attend events here durir
parents/carers attended the afternoon of storytelling and sang Christmas carols. This

was a great success followed by tea and refreshments for all.

The Community Café had their Christmas party on the 17th of December with 46
people attending. It was a lively session with carol singing and endless hot and cold
shacks being served. There was also a lucky draw and everyone went home with a
gift. Thank you to the team of volunteers that helped on the day.

The congregation decided again this year that instead of giving individual Christmas

cards to everyone, only one card would be written for the entire congregation and

the money saved would be donated to charity. The charity chosen was Embrace the

Mi ddl e East and the project supported call ed ¢
and this will benefit health clinics offering antenatal and postnatal care in the heart

of a West Bank community in Palestine. The clinic's presence means local women

living in poverty always have someone to turn to during their pregnancy 0 and can

give their babies the healthiest possible start in life.

On the 21st of December we had our Longest Night Service and Drop in. While
Advent and Christmas is a time of great festivity and joy for the majority of people
within the Christian Community, it must be recognised that Christmas can be a
particularly difficult time for people who may be grieving a loss, for those who are
living alone, or those who have painful associations with this time of year. A short
service and prayer stations gave people time to reflect and interact.

On the 22nd of December we had our traditional Carols by Candlelight Service and
a nativity play. This was extremely well attended and the £512 offertory went to
another project by Embrace the Middle East called Cool Clear Water. This project
will put a water supply into the homes of refugees and other people living in poverty,
making life healthier and happier for the whole family.

We would like to take this opportunity
to wish everyone a very Blessed 2020.
May God bless you with good health
and happiness.

Pl ease also 6liked our
Facebook page and you will receive

more information about our

community outreach: The URC

Community Group of Welwyn Garden

City.



