The Link
Minister : Rev John Mills
Email : millses89@gmail.com 02392 731858
Sunday November 15th
Opening Prayer
‘Lord, we come into your awesome presence, from the shadows
into your radiance’ May the light of your presence guide our
worship today. Amen .
Hymn: Be Thou my Vision (Singing the Faith 545)
Prayer of Praise and Invocation
Lord Jesus, Light of the World; You came to turn our world
upside down, or rather the right way up.
Word of God made flesh, You came to show us how to truly live,
to love and to serve; how to live out the values of your kingdom
here on earth. As we gather to praise you for all that you are and
all that you bring, we pray; ‘mirrored here, may our lives tell your
story’ today and every day. Amen.
Prayer of Confession
Lord we acknowledge that there have been times when we have
not shared the riches of your kingdom with others.
Times when we have taken the easy route, choosing options that
require less time, less energy, less thought.
Times when we have turned back to the ways of the world, that
are contrary to the values of your kingdom.
And in a moment of quiet we bring into your light our own
personal confessions.

Lord, we remember you are a God of mercy and grace, who
forgives us and transforms us, by the power of your Spirit, into
the people you have truly made us to be. Amen.
Today’s Readings: Matthew 25: 14-30, 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11
You may like to read Acts 17: 1-9 which details Pauls’ visit to
Thessalonica.
Time to Reflect
I used to work for a company where every month we were visited
by a mystery shopper. There used to be quite a lot of anxiety
amongst certain staff around the time this visit may occur. When
exactly would they come? How would we be rated? Our boss
had us doing lots of extra tasks to prepare. However, I was never
that worried, thinking if we were behaving as we should be, we
would have nothing to be concerned about.
One of the questions concerning the people in Thessalonica,
who Paul is writing to, is ‘when will the day of the Lord come?‘
Paul replies, ‘about times and dates we do not need to write to
you’, that day ‘will come like a thief in the night’ (1 Thess 5: 1-2).
However, for those who are living in the way God has guided
them, ‘this light will not come like a searchlight to reveal the sins
done under the cover of darkness’, but like the light of a new day
(Howard Marshall, 2011, p1283).
The Thessalonians focus should not be on trying to predict this
day, but living as children of light. In my job the mystery shopper
came to
assess how we were treating all customers. It wouldn’t have
done the company any good if we had only treated the mystery
shopper well. It was the many other customers every day that
would be
speaking to their family and friends and at risk of not returning.
How we treat all people, how we live our lives on a daily basis,

amidst the challenges and competing values of the world,
matters.
The church in Thessalonica was relatively new. Paul had to leave
after only three preaching sessions due to mob violence from
those who opposed his teachings.
The new believers were living during a time of persecution. There
is the military image of being awake and on watch, but here,
‘peace and security’, a slogan sometimes associated with
imperial Roman rule, is not brought about through military might
and threat of violence, which only brings fragile peace. Rather
the Thessalonians are to put on the defensive breastplate and
helmet of faith, hope and love (Roots Nov – Dec 2020). They are
to live as a contrast society. They are to live the Jesus way.
Our Gospel reading is also set at a time where the values of
God’s’ kingdom are clashing with the values of the world.
This parable is told two days before the Passover festival in what
we now call Holy Week, where the story reaches its climax and
Jesus himself brings about peace, not through violence but
through the way of the cross.
Jesus, firstly is offering a challenge to his own day,
a time where he is forcing a final confrontation between God’s
kingdom and the system that had resisted it.
The third slave could be seen as representing the Pharisees,
who had been given the Law of Moses, the Temple, and the
command to share God’s blessing and yet had kept the light to
themselves. The other slaves can be seen as those who take
the good news of God’s kingdom they have been entrusted with,
share it and act to help it grow (Wright, 2004).
To ponder
What do we do with the news of God’s’ kingdom that has been
entrusted to us? How do we live each day in light of this news?

As Paul writes to the Thessalonians, how can we encourage one
another and build ourselves up in our faith?
Take a time to sit quietly
A time of prayer
We pray for places where people face persecution
for their faith and are not free to worship you,
and for people who have not yet heard the
Good News of Jesus;
Lord, help us shine your light and share our faith.
We pray for those who fear for the future,
those facing job uncertainty or loss,
those anxious about the continued impact of the Covid pandemic;
Lord, help us shine your light and share your hope.
We pray for those who are ill,
those facing loneliness, isolation and separation from loved ones;
Lord, help us shine your light and share your love.
In a moment of quiet we bring before you our personal prayers.
Lord, we remember ‘the light of your love is always shining’ as we
offer you these prayers in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
A prayer of blessing
As we are sent out to live as children of light;
May we walk in faith, be sustained by hope,
and share the all-embracing love of God
with everyone we meet.
Amen.
Original material by Rachel Atkinson

