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Old Malden News 

 
 

The Parish Magazine of  

St John the Baptist Parish Church Malden 

Church Road, Worcester Park KT4 7RY 

 

 Please send any articles or other material to: 

   St John the Baptist Parish Office  

   020 8330 2817 

   administrator@stjohnsoldmalden.org.uk 

 

 Advertising and Distribution: 

   Janet Flemming 

   020 8640 9377  

   Janet.flemming15@gmail.com 

 

 Copy date for the magazine is the 15th of the month and 

 please only send submissions in Microsoft Word. 

 

 ST JOHN’S HALL 

411 Malden Road 
Worcester Park, KT4 7NY 

 
Large and small halls available for hire with kitchen facilities 

For parties, receptions, meetings etc 
Reasonable Rates     -     Recently Redecorated 

 
Details from the Bookings Secretary – Pat Sutton 

Tel: 020 8942 8321 
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St John the Baptist Parish Church, Malden 

Directory 
 
Vicar   The Revd Michael Roper  020 8337 8830 
    gore_lodge@yahoo.co.uk 
Asst Priest         The Revd Milly Broome        020 8337 1572 
          m.broome@hotmail.co.uk 
  
Reader &         Mrs Marilyn Burkett         020 8337 6017 
Choir Director       m.c.burkett@btinternet.com 
  
Pastoral Asst          Mr Anthony Pullen       020 8949 6784 
                              tony@pullen.me.uk 
  
Organist           Mr Barry Eaton    07968 031225 
  
Church Wardens Mrs Lynn Sanger        020 8715 2066 
   Mr Mike Broome   020 8337 1572
      
  
PCC Secretary         Mrs Sally Pusey   020 8330 2817 
PCC Treasurer Mr Peter Chugg    07941 842957 
Parish Administrator Mrs Sally Pusey   020 8330 2817 
 
Safeguarding      

   Officers  Mrs Sally Pusey                020 8330 2817 

   Mrs Margaret Barrington              020 8330 2817 

  

Church Electoral 

Roll Officer  Mr Steve Clarke   020 8337 2392   

    

Hall Bookings          Mrs Pat Sutton    020 8942 8321 

  
Parish Website:       www.stjohnsoldmalden.org.uk  
Parish Office:            administrator@stjohnsoldmalden.org.uk 
 

To receive the Parish Mailing please scan the 

QR code with your smart phone camera 
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St John's is OPEN  

St John’s is open for worship so please see the Parish Mailing for 

details  Live Streaming of services will continue so you will be able to see 

services live via our YouTube Channel. 

 

Sunday 8am   -   Said Eucharist 

 

     Sunday 9.45am   -    Sung Eucharist  

 

     Wednesday 11am —  Said Eucharist  

Coffee hosted by Mothers’ Union after the first Wednesday service of the 

month. 

 

Please make sure you are signed up to our mailing list to get up to date 

information regarding the services. 

http://eepurl.com/gNz4Tf   or scan the QR Code  

     Services for January 

http://eepurl.com/gNz4Tf
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Vicar’s Letter 
 
Dear Friends, as the New Year begins we take stock of the past and look to the 
future.  On Sunday the 5th we will celebrate the Epiphany, when strangers from 
the East visited the Christ Child in Bethlehem and gave him those symbolic gifts 
reflecting his kingship, his divinity, and foreshadowing his death on the Cross.  
Then we will put away all that is Christmasy and reflect on what worked and 
what didn’t over our celebrations.  Apart from hosting carol services for two of 
our primary schools and a number visitors at the Crib service and Midnight Mass, 
there is more we need to do to really engage with our wider community at 
Christmas in our services.  Part of this may be down to publicity during a busy 
time for many, and it may well be that we could broaden the appeal of what we 
offer.  Christmas is the one time of the year that people who don’t normally 
attend church may attend a service they otherwise wouldn’t.  Easter doesn’t 
draw people like the story of the birth of Jesus and all the nostalgia we bring to 
the season of our own Christmases past.  So the onus is on us to get it right!  
Perhaps you have an idea you’d like to offer of what we could do in a service that 
could make that vital difference.  Feel free to share them with me please. 
 
In other news the Red Envelope appeal has met with some success.  We have five 
new donors who have joined our stewardship scheme and, with increases from 
other generous parishioners we have almost £5,000 of new donations.  That is 
good news.  Unfortunately giving across the board is down due to people moving 
away or having to adjust their financial support due to the economy and personal 
financial pressures.  In spite of the worst of the crisis being behind us, the pain is 
still felt across many families and households as prices remain high.  Altogether 
we now have a £10,000 shortfall for the coming year which will necessitate a 
hard look at what we are doing and can we make cuts to our spending.  Energy 
prices have stabilised in the short-term, but we may be able to navigate the 
uncertainty going forward.  We have made it this far and God has been very good 
to us, but we are aware that we have not increased our Parish Support payments 
to the Diocese for several years and they have borne the burden of inflation and 
rising costs across the Diocese and we would like to be able to meet our 
commitment to the wider Church.  We will see what the New Year holds.  In the 
meantime, thank you to everyone who gives of their time and resources to 
support our mission and service here at St. John’s. 
 
January brings changes for our committees and teams across the Parish in the 
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wake of our review of Governance facilitated by Harvey Howlett.  Harvey has 
managed to get us back on track and we now have a functioning Standing 
Committee as mandated by law.  PCC has decided on revamping our committees and 
cutting them down to four instead of the many different ones we have had.  The 
Hall, governed by a separate charity, requires a committee of its own, but other 
areas of the Parish will fall under the umbrella of one of the other three committees: 
Resources, Faith and Nurture, and Mission and Outreach.  Resources will manage 
our financial and people resources (volunteers and Parish employees), Faith 
everything we do in worship, teaching, and care of our congregation, Mission covers 
ministry to the wider community and sharing the Gospel further afield.  Other 
groups will now either be a Team, doing something on a regular basis indefinitely, or 
a Working Group that takes on a time-limited task or project.  It is hoped that the 
restructure will bring new energy and people to help us become more agile and 
responsive to the many things we need and could be doing as a parish church in this 
special place.  Those “committees” that haven’t met or folded because they lost 
their chairperson, may find a new outlet for their energy and a place of support.  All 
four Committees will now report directly to the PCC, while all Teams and Working 
Parties will relate to one of the three new Committees.  Over the next few weeks 
members of the Standing Committee will be working with all those currently serving 
to work out Terms of Reference and scope of work in order to join everything up as 
effectively as possible.  The new Working Parties may enable people new to this 
aspect of Parish life to take on something for the short-term and get a taste of how 
we work together.  St. John’s certainly needs more people helping if we are to carry 
on delivering the outreach, ministry, and worship we do now.   
 
Finally, we give thanks for the opportunities the New Year will bring and pray that 
we may meet the challenges it brings.  We all have something to offer and each has 
a gift or talent that can make a real difference in what we offer and do.  Please do 
consider what it is that God may be calling you to give this year.   
 
With every blessing for the New Year,  
 

Michael 
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THANKS FOR RECENT STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

We would like to thank everyone who responded to the recent Stewardship 

Campaign. The pledges received indicate an increase of £4,700 per annum, 

and Gift Aid recovery is expected to raise total income by £5,800 per 

annum. We set a target of £5,000 based on the 2025 budget requirements, 

and this has been achieved. We also hoped for five new givers, and are 

pleased to see that four have joined to help with sharing the financial 

burden of running St. John’s. Whilst this is a good result, it is partly offset by 

the natural erosion of our giving base for a number of reasons, such as 

people dying, moving away or reducing their giving. We are of course, very 

conscious that the increasing cost of living, combined with income and 

pensions not always keeping up with inflation, makes the situation difficult 

for many people.  

So, thanks again for those who did respond, and particularly for those who 

were able to increase their giving. We can now contemplate the 2025 

budget with greater confidence that it will work. It was also very good to 

hear from some of the congregation that they intend to leave a legacy in 

their Will to St. John’s. 

 If you need any help with Giving, particularly turning pledges into reality, or 

for Legacies, please do not hesitate to contact either of us: 

Stewardship officers 

Jane Bransgrove 

Richard Burkett  
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St John’s Knitting & Crochet Group 

Any New Year’s Resolutions yet? Why not take up 
another craft/hobby and learn to knit or crochet? 

 

If you come along to St John’s Knitting & Crochet 
Group which meets on the last Thursday of the month 
in the Church Coffee Lounge, you will learn what you 
need to get started. Our January meeting will be on 
Thursday 30th January from 2.00pm -4.00pm.  

Open to all – do come and join us! Learn to knit, 
follow a pattern, take up crochet! Or just come along 
for a friendly chat and cup of tea. 

Marilyn 
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Book Quiz Christmas & New Year 2024-2025 

1.In which fantasy world is ‘The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe’ by C.S. 
Lewis set? 

2.Which Victor Hugo book was adapted as a musical? 

3.Which author wrote ‘The Lord of the Rings’? 

4.In which country is ‘The Kite Runner’ by Khaled Hosseini set? 

5.Was Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen published before or after 1850? 

6.Which French author wrote ‘Remembrance of Things Past’, the longest 
book in the world? 

7.Name the Prime Minister in ‘Precipice’  

8.What is the most sold book? 

Who lived at these addresses? 

9.221b Baker Street  

10.4 Privet Drive (Rowling) 

11.Manderley (Du Maurier) 

12.Satis House (Dickens) 

13.Pemberley (Austen) 

14.Bag End (Tolkien) 

15.32 Windsor Gardens (Bond) 

16.Wuthering Heights (Brontë) 

17.Green Gables (Montgomery) 

18.Elsinore Castle (Shakespeare) 

 

19.Which Scottish novel gave its name to a major train station? 

20.Who wrote the satirical novel, Candide? 

21.Who wrote The Name of the Rose? 

22.Who wrote the Song of Solomon? 

23.What’s John Steinbeck’s longest novel, which takes its title from a phrase 
in the Bible and became a film starring James Dean? 

24.Bridget Jones’ Diary is a modern retelling of which classic novel? 

25.The protagonist of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time is 

https://screenrant.com/harry-potter-things-didnt-know-number-four-privet-drive/
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affected by which condition? 

26.What is the surname of the sisters in ‘Little Women’?   

27.Which Elizabeth wrote the poem ‘How Do I Love Thee?’?    

28.Who wrote Greyfriars Bobby?  

29.Name the only novel written by Oscar Wilde 

30I haven’t been entirely honest with you is the autobiography of which 
celebrity?  

31.Name the author of ‘Orbital’. 

32.Give the title of the latest Kate Atkinson novel. 

33.What is ‘The Siege’ about? 

34.Who wrote ‘The Silent Boy?  

Fill in the missing vowels: 

Wht y r lkng fr s n th lbrry 

Th Fgrn  

Th B  Stng 

Yllwfc 

Th Ghst Shp 

Th Frd 

Th Lst Dvl t D  . 

Th Pstcrd                                                         Answers next month!  

 

                         MCB                    
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December 8th 2024 Intercessions 

 

O Advent God, whose coming meant salvation for our race 

We thank You for attending to the prayers that we place 

Into Your tender keeping, that Your mercy might imbue 

Them with the kind of wisdom that could only come from You.  

 

This time of preparation for the coming of a king 

Inspires us to heed the words of Malachi and bring 

The hearts that You want to refine, that we might hear Your call 

And never be a party to what keeps the poor in thrall. 

Where people look for wages and are trafficked for their labour 

Or profit is put higher than Your aim of love for neighbour 

We pray for just remuneration – so people know their worth, 

For all to have equal access to the riches of Your Earth. 

LORD, in Your mercy… 

 

As watchers look on, doubting, at the errors of our church 

And scandal after scandal sees potential seekers lurch 

To seeking other options – yoga, New Age, atheism 

We pray we are ambassadors, show unity, not schism 

And truth of who You are would shine forth from our lives 

That others would be drawn to a place in which to thrive. 

LORD, in Your mercy… 

 

Repentance is a word that we don’t often hear these days, 

A hedonistic lifestyle lived in individual ways, 
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We pray for a resurgence of desire to live with You, 

That all would know the purity John the Baptist alluded to, 

So at this time of year folk would see what Christmas means, 

Through the tinsel and the presents to truly living dreams 

Of harmony, tranquility, the kind of peace of mind 

That prevents addiction, living thoughtlessly and blind 

To the traumas and the messes that create desire to harm –  

We pray that those who hurt and those who suffer fit the palm 

Of Your hand that you might make all their crooked paths straight, 

For the prisons and the locked wards we pray You be the gate 

To salvation. 

LORD, in Your mercy… 

 

I have been asked by the Mothers’ Union to say the RISEUP prayer - a 
response to domestic abuse during 16 days of activism. It says: 

We pray… 

For your compassion as we seek to respond 

For your wisdom as we become better informed 

For your gentleness as we try to support 

For your strength as we hope to empower 

And the mark of Your Holy Spirit that Unites us together to work and pray 
unceasingly, 

Until situations change and freedom, life and love are restored to all 

In Your dear and powerful name we cry out to you together. 

 

Paul’s words to the Philippians remind us of concern 

To have for one another’s growth, but sometimes we must turn 

To You to seek the healing that the people we love need, 
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For them to be fulfilled and have the lives you’d have them lead.  

Thinking of: Charlie, Derek. June Rose, Bob, Elsie, Jackie, Caroline, 
Neville, Lizzie, Alison, Alice and Anne.  

LORD, in Your mercy… 

 

As autumn turns to winter and the branches become bare 

We think of those who left us, the people who aren’t there 

To sit at dinner tables in the coming Christmas meals, 

We pray Your warming presence be the comforting that heals 

Where time itself does not reduce the sadness and the grief 

Show us how to be the arms that hold, restore belief. 

Thinking of those who died recently: Lesley Brotherston, Nathaniel Addy, 
Jane Milton 

And in the Year’s Mind: Leslie Northwood, Joan Hewitt, Nigel Dixon, 
Brit Carne, May Piggott and Susie Brett.  

LORD, in Your mercy… 

 

Merciful Father 

Accept these prayers 

For the sake of Your Son, 

Our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ. 

 

By Neia 
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     St. John’s 150  

  

2025 marks the 150th anniversary of the consecration of the main nave of 

our church.  The enlargement of St. John’s was the vision of The Rev. 

Chetwynd Stapylton. We will be celebrating this in the summer and also on 

7th December – the actual date of consecration.    In the summer there will 

be a historical-cum-choral event. This will take the form of a historical 

narrative by Alastair Daniel with a number of large –scale anthems of the 

period performed by a much augmented choir. This is due to take place on 

Saturday 14th June at 7.30pm. It is also likely that there will be a flower 

festival which will run until the Patronal Festival the following week.    The 

organ recital on 11th October will also focus on music from the same 

period. Finally, on Sunday 7th December there will be a cathedral style 

Choral Evensong with the same choral forces to celebrate the day and bring 

events to a fitting climax.     Do put these dates in your diaries and let’s take 

this opportunity to celebrate our heritage.                                                                                  

Barry Eaton.  
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Fundraising 

Thank you to everyone who supported the Christmas Fair. Over 

£2000 was raised for St John’s. 

Date for your diary; 

Vintage Afternoon Tea at the hall ; 

16th February 2025 
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THE NATION’S FAVOURITE CAROL? 

Whatever YOU might have voted for, I’m absolutely certain that amongst 

all the Christmas carols you sang or heard this Christmas, there will have 

been one composed by Sir John Rutter – probably more than one. 

So you might be interested in hearing him interviewed – he is the guest of 

Putney Music Society on Monday, 3rd February, 2025.  The interview will 

be illustrated with his own choice of music. 

I’m sure he will be fascinating to hear, and he might even tell us how to 

write a Christmas Carol! 

Putney Music Society meet at The Dryburgh Hall, Putney Leisure Centre, 

SW15 1BL at 7.45 pm; the charge is £10 for non-members. 

I have leaflets – and a poster – and am happy to give more information. 

Bobby Child 

07946 532 846 
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    The Men's Thing 

Here is the programme of talks which will be held on the 
2nd Saturday of each month in the Church extension. 
Tea, Coffee and biscuits etc. will be available from 10.00am. 
    

January 11th -A talk by Oliver Detlef a British Airways Pilot  

February 8th– To be confirmed 

March 8th -To be confirmed 

April 12th—A talk by Benjamin Jackson- Hog’s Bristle, Tin 
Foil and Soot: a Brief History of Early Sound Recording 1860 
– 1924.  
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Reflecting the Kingdom of God by Enriching and 

Transforming Lives 

 

Clerk to Governing Body of Malden Parochial C of E 

Primary School 

 

We have an opportunity for part-time work for the Governing Body of our local 

school. 

Our present Clerk to Governors has been with us for over 6 years, and has been a 

fantastic support for the work of the school’s Governing Body. We are pleased for 

her, but sad that she has been offered a new job which means she is no longer 

able to continue with us. 

 

If YOU have an interest in a part-time post that involves arranging agenda’s, taking 

minutes of meetings and after training, guiding the governance of Malden 

Parochial school, then please contact the school Office for more details. 

 

Office@maldenprochial.school 

mailto:Office@maldenprochial.school
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St John’s Reading Group  

January 2025 
                                    

First of all, Happy New Year – and I hope that one of your New Year’s 
resolutions is to make more time for reading and relaxation. Good for mind 
and body… 

 

Our Reading Group choice for December was– ‘The 
Postcard’ by Anne Berest. This is an international bestseller 
translated from the French, and it is a deeply moving story 
about a Jewish family’s struggle against antisemitism in 
wartime France and their search to maintain their identity in 
the face of such cruel persecution. The Vichy governments 
and the French police had a lot to answer for.  

The book is almost in two halves, the first half beginning when the Berest 
family receive a mysterious anonymous postcard with an image of the 
Opera Garnier on one side, and the names of four relatives who were 
killed in Auschwitz on the other. The story of how two of the youngsters 
are taken by the Nazis, and shortly followed by the parents. One youngster 
hides in the garden and escapes. The second half of the book follows 
Anne’s quest to discover the truth as to what happened to her family. A 
very moving novel, harrowing at times, which focuses on relationships, 
family and survival. A good read which the group gave an average score of 
9/10. 

 

For our January meeting, we turn to a favourite Jane Austin 
classic, Pride and Prejudice. This is Jane’s second novel 
written in 1813 and is often described as a novel of manners, 
following the character development of Elizabeth Bennet. It is 
one of the best-loved books, but maybe we have focussed too 
much on TV and film adaptations rather 
than the beauty of the text. So here is our 
opportunity to re-read this great novel. It is 
a timely choice as 2025 will commemorate 

the 250th anniversary of Jane’s birth in December 1775. 
If you are planning ahead, then on December 13th 2025 
there will be a Yuletide Festival Ball in Bath to celebrate 
the occasion. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novel_of_manners
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Bennet
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A few members of the group have opted for another book choice for 
January: ‘You are here’ by David Nicholls – author of One Day. It is the 
story of two lonely people who go on a walking trip and who find mutual 
solace. One of those heart-warming novels – just right for January. 

  

 
Our choice for February is Ben Mcintyre’s The Spy and the 
Traitor. 

Set in the time of the Cold War, it is a story of betrayal, 
duplicity and raw courage and was reputed to have changed 
the course of the Cold War. It is the story of Oleg Gordievsky, 
a respected KGB agent who came to detest both the KGB 

and the Soviet Government. Whilst in Copenhagen, he was approached 
by an MI6 officer and so became a double agent. A fascinating story told 
so brilliantly by Ben Macintyre. 

 
 
 

Having finally caught up with ‘North and South’ and 
managed to finish reading it (9/10), I began to read the 
new Booker Prize winner, ‘Orbital’. It is a beautifully poetic 
story of six astronauts who are looking down on earth from 
the space station. They see earth’s continually changing 
weather patterns, the effects that humanity are having on 
our beautiful planet. They come to feel so very protective 
of their home and its spectacular beauty. At night-time, 
cities and coastlines are illuminated with lights and that 

too shows its beauty. 

A gentle but very thought-provoking read which I would really 
recommend.  

 
 
I hope that Father Christmas managed to find all the books that you wish 
to read and bring some surprises too. 

 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 9th January (note change of date) at 
8.00pm in the Church Coffee Lounge.  

Happy Reading. 

Marilyn 
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There are boxes on the church porch bench for 

your donations to the Foodbank. 

Foodbanks are now vital to so many people 

and our support is really important. 

Please donate if you are able. 

Tinned meat, Long-life milk, Coffee, Rice, Pasta 
sauce, Squash, Instant mash, Tinned vegetables, 
Pot Noodles, Oils, Ketchup and mayonnaise, 
Sanitary towels, Toilet paper, Washing up liquid, 
Household cleaning products, Washing machine 
tablets, Shaving foam , Men's and women's 
deodorant, Tinned potatoes, Crisps and treats, 
Tinned tomatoes, Shampoo and conditioner, Tooth 
paste and toothbrushes, Biscuits, Jam , Pasta , 
Cereals, Pulses, Baked beans , Soup ,Tea. 
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Thank you to everyone who supported the Bereavement Cafe 
through the Co-op community Charity scheme!  You raised over 

£1,100!  The next meeting will be in the coffee lounge at St. 
John's on Tuesday 21st January 2:00- 3:30pm.  We have been 
very fortunate to be trained and supported by Princess Alice 

Hospice, who will continue to work with us to provide this 
needed service for our community. 
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Sarah James 
Mobile hairdresser  

with over 20 years experience 
Tel:  020 8337 5204 
Mob: 07753 585837 
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PLOUGH GREEN PHARMACY LTD 

364 MALDEN ROAD 

WORCESTER PARK, KT4 7NW 

 

Tel: 020 8337 2083 
Email: plough364@yahoo.co.uk 

Your Local Community Pharmacy open  

Monday-Friday: 9am-6.30pm, Saturday: 9am-1pm, 2-5pm  
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS 
Free Service ~ Free Delivery ~ or Collect at your Convenience 

Facility to re-order your prescriptions through our registered online pharmacy at 

www.ploughgreenpharmacy.co.uk 

or through our mobile phone app. Call pharmacy for details. 

 

FREE SERVICES 
Medicine Use Review ~ Blister Packaging Medication 

And many other services available 

 
For further details please contact Plough Green Pharmacy  

or call in and meet our friendly team who are always on hand for assistance & advice 

 

Your Local Specialists in Natural Health Remedies & 
Products 

Come and try our new range of natural and organic products 

New range now includes organic/fair trade health foods. 

 

*    We take pride in caring for our customers   * 

mailto:plough364@yahoo.co.uk
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