Like many charities, St. Paul’s church is likely to have a reduced income this year
because of COVID19. Fortunately our church has enough to manage this year despite
the reduction in income. Other charities are not so fortunate and have an immediate
need for financial donations. For instance, local charities that normally rely on
income from charity shops are in desperate need of cash. In particular, the
Greenwich and Bexley Hospice currently has an emergency appeal.
In 2019, a third of our church’s income came from hall rent. Most of our hall rent is
paid on a school term basis. The rent mainly comes from preschool and uniformed
organisations. At the moment I am assuming that we will lose a term's rent, so about
a third of our total for the year. For a single term we would lose about £11,600.
We still normally collect about £10,000 a year in cash collections. If you could make
individual donations by bank transfers instead it would help your church. However,
in the next 3 or 4 months, we could lose another £3,000 because we are not having
services.
However, all of our church buildings are closed, so we won't have to pay for gas,
electricity or water for the next 3 or 4 months. We don't pay much for gas in the
summer as the buildings don't need heating, but we may save £1,500 on electricity
and water. Also, the church does not currently have a cleaner so we will have a
saving on our wages bill of another £1,500.
This year we had budgeted for a deficit of about £1,000. It looks like our deficit will
be closer to £13,000. Of course, if churches are not allowed to open until 2021, the
loss will be up to £22,000.
Some of you who pay weekly or monthly standing orders have already increased
your giving. Thank you! Some of you have lost some or all of your income as you
cannot work because of the restrictions currently in place. You cannot support your
church financially at the moment and we understand that.
That leaves the rest of us. If you don’t make a regular standing order to the church
already, please could you consider starting one? If you cannot commit to regular
giving, could you make one off donations to the church using online banking? If you
are already making regular payments to the church, are you able to increase them?
If you cannot access online banking, please could you put money aside for your
church and let us have your gift when church services resume. You could also send a
cheque, made out to “St. Paul’s Church” to:
Charles Brooke
St. Paul’s Church,
Mill Road,
Erith,
DA8 1HN

To start a new standing order or to make one off payments, you will need the
following details. NatWest and other banks have recently introduced “Confirmation
of payee”. This means that for new standing orders and online payments to the
church, you need to use the exact name of the church account. Someone at the
banks has not thought this through, as they also restrict the number of characters of
the account name you can enter online to 18 characters. Our account name has 19
characters. I hope that the first 18 will do!
Account name:
Account number:
Sort Code:
Reference:

St Pauls church PCC
66526434
60-15-28
Your name

If you use your name as a reference and have filled in a Gift Aid form, we can claim
tax back from the government. If you are already making regular payments via bank
transfer but have not signed a Gift Aid form, and would like to do so, please let me
know and I will post or email one to you. We can claim back 25% of whatever you
give from the tax-man, at no cost to you.
Charles Brooke

