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CLERGY THOUGHTS FROM TOM
When you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed.
Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.’
When Mark recorded Jesus’ words to his followers war was then, as
now, an ever-present reality. It was, even then, upending the lives of
those merely seeking to make their way and provide for their family.
Despite our vaguely bucolic ideal of Jesus’ first followers being only
humble fishermen, war touched the lives of them all. Indeed, Jesus
had taken on among his Twelve followers one named Simon, the
Zealot – someone who had participated in violent uprisings against
the Greek, and then the Roman occupying forces in Judea and Israel.
Given it was already well known, for Jesus to say that we would hear
of wars, and rumours of wars, what is he actually saying? Was there
ever a time when there was not war, somewhere? Certainly, a quick
sweep of world history suggests that this has never been so. And
now we see clearly a conflict instigated for the sake of pride, that
cannot, if we are honest, be waved away as a product of religious
mania or even misaligned values. Instead, we see that conflict,
violence and their traumatic consequences are ingrained in the
human soul.
Yet for the last thirty years or so, many of us have been in the highly
unusual situation of not being directly affected by war. So much so
that war had, for many, become folk memory and ceased to alarm us.
And now the war in Ukraine seems to have touched the
consciousness of generations unused to such alarm, in ways that
even the grinding attrition of conflict in Afghanistan, or the
desperately traumatic upheaval in Syria (not to mention countless
other places) have not. Nor can it be left to a professional army at
arm’s length. For, with the economic consequences of this war to be
felt by us all, and the presumption of our whole way of life being tilted
askew, we are indeed alarmed. Yet Jesus instructed his followers not
to be alarmed. How is that possible?
Although the scope and magnitude of war has changed, its nature
has not; therefore, if we trust God, we can be calm, come what may.
This may sound incredible, but Jesus’ words remain as true now as
they were then, and these are not his only words on the matter. Jesus
also declares that there will be an end to these terrible events, and
war, as horrific as it is, is not the end. Jesus has promised that he will
return; through him God has promised that he will rescue us and
Jesus’ Resurrection, that we celebrate this month, is the first
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2

April 2022

instalment of what is possible in the grace and power of God.
As we respond to the crisis further unfolding here in Europe, with
money and time and welcome of the dispossessed, we can do so
calmly, in the certain knowledge that God has overcome the world,
the ways of violence and death, and in that grace we find true peace.
Tom

QUATFORD NEWS
It is difficult to believe that we will soon be in to the 4th month of the
year, and Easter will be upon us. After one or two early morning
chilly starts our heating appears to be functioning again, but Anne
and I are looking at various ways in which we may be able to improve
our heating system. The remedial tree work took place on the 17th
March . Carried out by James Rozewicz with great efficiency. Many
thanks to James and his team. A great relief to know that all well and
safe, and that the neighbouring cottage is free from any risk of falling
trees!. Our next project?? ,Difficult to choose! There are so many.
It is so good to have Marjorie back with us again, and I’m sure
Oldbury must feel the same, and to be able to enjoy her “weekly
notes”.
We have various fund raising events in the pipeline, still in the
planning stages, information will be posted as the dates are
confirmed .
Our young man who has just started his D of E (gold) has made an
excellent start with his work in the Church yard as part of his
community work. We are lucky to have him.
The rooks are very busy refurbishing their nests, so plenty of my
twigs about to use as morning sticks!!.

From all at Quatford we wish you all a Happy and peaceful Easter .
Rachel Edwards
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ASTLEY ABBOTTS NEWS
As I write the sun is shining, the birds singing & the daffodils &
blossom are cheering up the hedgerows, I hope this continues to give
us cheer in these worrying times. Speaking of cheer, we thoroughly
enjoyed our first two Pop Up Cafes at the Village Hall, it was great to
see so many people, friends met again, new friendships were forged
& a cycle ride organised. Please join us at one of the upcoming cafes
which will take place on the 1st Wednesday of each month from 911am & the 1st Saturday from 10-12noon. We serve free Fairtrade
tea & real coffee, homemade cakes, biscuits & bacon sandwiches
and there is a children's corner with supervised play & craft. We were
pleased to display our plans for the changes to the church building at
the cafes, and the plans are now on the screen at the back of church
for everyone to view if they would like, do feel free to pop in, or come
along for coffee after a service to discuss them with us.
The Eco Group are continuing to work towards our Silver Eco Church
qualification, and we are pleased to be registered as a Fairtrade
church. We’ve also ‘Twinned’ our portaloo, however we are saving
our framed certificate to hang on the wall in our new ‘inside’ toilet!
The choir are continuing to meet each week to prepare for Lent &
Easter services, with traditional Mothering Sunday posies & Simnel
Cake on 27th March.
We are looking forward to Palm Sunday, 10th April, when we will be
joined in church by a donkey, we’ll have a bucket & shovel ready as
usual!
If you would like to help us Spring clean church for Easter we will be
doing that on Thursday 14th April, starting at 9.30am, the coffee
machine will be on. Please do come along to help us if you can, its
not just cleaning, there are lots of very physical jobs that need to be
done that involve ladders & climbing so all ages & sexes are very,
very much needed & will be well rewarded with cake. We wish you all
a safe, healthy and happy Easter & hope to see you at a service or to
chat over coffee soon.
God bless
Idonea & Helen
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"WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
(Ecumenical Service) 4 March.
St Mary's hosted the 2022 service. Each year a service is written
focusing on the persecution, dangers and difficulties women face
throughout our World. England, Wales and Northern Ireland were
this year's countries under the spotlight with WDP member churches
across the globe holding the specially prepared service planned more
than a year ago.
The event was considered a great success with more than 60 people
attending including town Mayor Sarah Barlow in her official capacity.
Jane Peeler led worship in a professional, warm, welcoming way and
the organist was Stephen Lomas. Jane began with prayers for
Ukraine that set the mood for the tone and theme of the service.
Following worship, everyone enjoyed delicious refreshments baked
by Bridgnorth WDP committee members. The generous support of
St Mary's volunteers who helped in the kitchen was much
appreciated.
A social follow-up event is planned for 4th July when a bring and
share afternoon tea 2.30-4.30pm will be held in the Rectory
Garden. An invitation will be sent to all Bridgnorth churches.
This is an annual service hosted by Bridgnorth churches that offers a
warm inclusive welcome to everyone.
Chris Blaze

ST MARY’S COFFEE SHOP
St Mary’s Coffee Shop

Every Saturday—10.30am—12.30pm
At the back of church
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Quiet Day at St Gregory’s Morville

On Saturday 7th May 2022 we will be running a Quiet Day
with guided reflections led by Rev. Dr. Sue Foster, the theme
for the day is "So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be
dismayed, for I am your God...... Rev Foster is an experienced
guide and will help us explore the day’s theme
in a variety of ways.
Tea and coffee will be available from 10.30a.m. and the
programme for the day will be as follows:
Morning Session - 11a.m. – 1p.m.

Lunch - 1p.m. –
Afternoon Session

-

2p.m.

2p.m. – 4pm.

Please bring your own packed lunch, tea and coffee will be
provided throughout the day. The cost is £5 per person all
enquiries to Jane Peeler who can be contacted via email
janepeeler371@btinternet.com or phone 01746 767043.
Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come first
served basis.
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TASLEY NEWS
How lovely it was to see so many people at the first coffee
morning of the year.
In view of the recent atrocities in the Ukraine it was
decided that the funds raised would be donated to the
Ukraine appeal. We continue to think of all those affected
and keep them in our thoughts and prayers.
Our APCM and PCC will be held in Church on Monday 4th
April at 7.15pm
Now that life is beginning to return to normal, hopefully our
fund raising events can begin again. Keep a lookout for our
list of events.
Looking forward to seeing you at the next coffee morning on
Monday 4th April 10.30 - 12.00.
Margaret
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ST MARY’S CONNECT
Our next lunch and get together is on Tuesday
19th April In The function room at The
Shakespeare Pub at 12.30 If you would like to join
us please contact Helen Howell on 01746 763066
to book your place, these are limited and will be
allocated on a first come first served basis. This will take place on
the Third Tuesday of every month thereafter.

ST MARY’S 200 CLUB
Winning tickets for the February 2022 200 Club
draw are as follows:

£20 David Deighton 24
£10 Kathy James 48
£10 Martin Blackburn 5
£10 Laura King 166
£10 Margaret Parket 157
£10 Sheila Royle 68
£10 Bill Hammerton 15

Winning tickets for the March 2022 200 Club draw
are as follows

£20 Anwen Arthur 73
£10 Mr and Mrs Smallman 8
£10 John James 193
£10 Chris Gill 164
£10 Carolyn Cundy 125
£10 Derek Clarke 187
£10 Margaret Edwards 65
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FROM + RICHARD
Hello Everyone,
I feel little choice but to write about the situation in Ukraine. I’m
hesitant because writing this piece several weeks in advance means
that it is likely to be out of date. As I write, the news is emerging of
an airstrike on a children's hospital in Mariopal. Each day outdoes
itself in reports of wickedness and villainy. I’m not sure this graphic
demonstration of evil fits with modern psychological theories of
human wrongdoing. What is happening in Ukraine is simply sinful
and evil. It demonstrates what Christians and our Jewish forbears
have said for centuries. There is something deeply wrong with
human beings. We are created in the image of God and capable of
great goodness, but sinful, rebellious against God and therefore
capable of great evil at the same time.
Putin is motivated by distorted views of history, misplaced pride
and preparedness to get his own way through the projection of
power. I see this sort of motivation played out all the time, even in
familiar contexts; even in Herefordshire and South Shropshire! The
difference is that our petty delusions don’t have access to one of the
world’s largest armies to do so much damage.
I pray that Putin won’t get his way through violence. It is certainly
proving counter-productive in gaining political submission. Power
like this never achieves its ends. In the temptation story, Jesus
rejected the use of power, even to bring about good outcomes. Real
change both in the world and in our hearts only happens through
love. Jesus seeks to build a kingdom not through coercion but by
invitation.
As we approach Easter his crucifixion reminds us he was prepared to
pay the price in himself for justice to be done. What flows from this
is the possibility of forgiveness, something we all need, not just Mr
Putin.
Yours in Christ
+ Richard
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OLDBURY NEWS
On Sunday 20th March a special Ukraine Appeal Tea-Coffee Pot will
be taking place in Oldbury and I know we would all like to thank
Helen Bagnall and her team for arranging this.
These uncertain and worrying times make us all appreciate our
community and the stability and sense of continuity it provides.
Building work has now started at the church and we are hopeful that
our new loo and improved facilities will be nearing completion by
Easter. The contractor is Graham Marsh. The support for this project
from the local community has been incredible with funds raised
through generous donations. Shropshire Historic Churches Trust
have made a grant of £20,000 and the All Churches Trust have also
awarded us £1,800.
Some minor roof and wall repairs were identified in the quinquennial
inspection and these have now been completed by Haycox and Son.
We are pleased to report that the church is in a state of good repair.
On the fund-raising front the gardens at Westwood will be open for
the NGS on Sunday 24th April from 2-5 pm. Admission is £5 for
adults with children under 16 FOC. There will be plenty of plants for
sale and dogs are welcome on a lead. Teas will be provided by the
Oldbury ladies, with all the profits going to the fabric fund for the
church. The tulips should be at their best so please come and
support if you can.
Carolyn Trevor-Jones
Oldbury PCC

www.bridgnorthteamministry.org.uk

10

April 2022

www.bridgnorthteamministry.org.uk

11

April 2022

The purpose of the churches in the Bridgnorth
with Morville Benefice.
I would like to remind readers of the on going work we are doing
through our parish councils and team council arising from our
conversation at the benefice meal at the back end of last year.
In this Lent and Easter season could you take a few moments to reflect
on what is going well in the life of the church where you worship.
Given the lifting of restrictions, and the new frame of reference given by
the war in Ukraine what do you think is going well where you live and
worship?
What would you like to see more of?
What would you like to see less of?
How can the church better help you to pray, to live as a Christian?
Have you found the conversations of the Lent Course ‘Living well in the
world’ helpful?
What other topics would you like to talk about in a pubic meeting?
Has your parish made any progress on developing or reworking a
welcome pack for those moving into homes in the parish where you live?
What is your hope for the parish in the coming Easter season?
Any answers can be directed to any of the clergy. Sarah is the one
continuing to think about this side of parish life and she can be reached
on sarah.h.l.cawdell@btinternet.com. Or 01746 761573 or by post at 16,
East Castle Street, WV16 4AL
Sarah
Coffee, Cake and Company!

Friends of the beautiful, ancient Church at
Aston Eyre have started to hold monthly
Community Coffee Mornings. They began
with a Coffee, Cake and Cleaning morning
to sparkle the church ready for Christmas and recently
held a very successful fundraising Coffee Morning raising £110 for the
DEC Ukrainian Humanitarian Appeal.
Coming soon is a further Coffee, Cake and Clean to
prepare the Church for the special Palm Sunday
Service and for Easter. This will be on Saturday 9th
April from 10 – 12.00.am. Following this there will be
Coffee, Cake and Company on 14th May from 1012.00.am. with a Bring & Buy in aid of the Church
www.bridgnorthteamministry.org.uk
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WEEK OF ACCOMPANIED PRAYER
26th June – 2nd July
What is a Week of Accompanied Prayer?

A week of Accompanied Prayer is one way in which we can seek to
enrich our prayer life - where in the course of a week particular
attention is given to praying, and through sharing with an
experienced prayer guide, the nudges of God are noticed and
responded to. Many who have participated in Weeks of Accompanied
Prayer speak of great richness in their praying afterwards. A team of
experienced prayer guides from the diocese will lead the week.

Who can Participate?

No experience is necessary. Anyone can participate, Christian or
not, used to praying or not. All you need is a desire to grow closer to
God.

Cost

It costs £25 per person participating to hold the Week of
Accompanied Prayer. We ask that each participant contributes what
they can. For those not in a position to contribute financially you are
welcome to join the Week of Accompanied Prayer with our love and
blessing.

Commitment

We ask that you commit to at least the first and last session.

How do weeks of Accompanied Prayer work?

Each day through the week the participant commits to spending half
an hour in personal prayer and half an hour meeting to reflect on their
experience of praying with their prayer guide. The prayer guide’s role
is to listen and suggest ways of praying that are creative and life
giving. Prayer guides do not direct, but affirm and encourage,
seeking to recognise the movement of the Holy Spirit. The pattern of
prayer and reflection can be deeply rewarding giving attention to God
and seeking a deeper experience of God’s presence.

www.bridgnorthteamministry.org.uk
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Opening Session Sunday 26th June 6pm

Everyone joins together for an introduction to the week, including
examples of different ways of praying. Participants will also meet
their prayer guides.

Monday - Friday

We ask that you commit to around 30 minutes per day for personal
prayer and reflection. It may be a little less or more and can involve
praying with scripture, going for a walk, maybe painting a picture. As
well as this we offer a daily meeting with a prayer guide. It is not
intended that you pray together but that your prayer guide walk
along with you to offer direction and support.

Closing Session with breakfast Saturday 2nd July
9 a.m.
A gathering of everyone involved concluding the week. There will
be an opportunity to reflect and share some experiences of the
week.

How to apply to join the Week of Accompanied
Prayer?

As well as the application form in Crosslink forms are also available
from the parish office and will be available in all the benefice
churches. Please return all completed forms to Avril in, The Parish
Office, St Leonard’s Hall Church. Race Course Drive. Bridgnorth by
Thursday 26th May 2022.

Payments

Payments can be made by BACS – sorting code 60-03-26
ac.no.36812242, or by cheque, please make cheques payable to
Bridgnorth Team Ministry and return them along with your
completed application form to The Parish Office.
If you have any questions please do get in touch.

Contact details: Mrs Jane Peeler, Email:
janepeeler371@btinternet.com or phone: 01746 767043
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Quiet Garden
open for Prayer and Reflection
at 16, East Castle Street 10am – 3 pm
All welcome. Refreshments provided.
March 9th
April 13th
May11th
June 8th
July 13th
August 10th
September 14th
October 12th

REGISTERS
Baptisms
27.2.22 Bella Rose Burton
13.3.22 Noemi Susan King

FUNERALS
2.3.22 Denise Clare Mary Lloyd
3.3.22 Timothy Paul Walford
7.3.22 Robin Mathew Wellings
10.3.22 Jessie Weaver
12.3.22 Harold Roy Norgrove
15.3.22 Iris Christine Timmins
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St James’ Hall Church ROB’S MAINTENANCE
For Hire
SERVICES
Lodge Lane, The Grove.
Available to hire.
Following extensive
renovation provides a
comfortable, welcome
venue, at a very reasonable
cost.

CHANGING LOCKS/PAINTING & GLAZING

Bookings: Liz Fisher

OWN TOOLS/SENSIBLE RATES

Over 25 years experience
BRICK AND STONEWORK
GARDEN MAINTENACNE
TREE REMOVAL/EDGE TRIMMING
FLOOR/WALL TILING

CARPENTRY/FENCING
CLEANING GUTTERS / BLOCKED DRAINS
LAYING PATIOS/DECKING
HOUSE/GARAGE CLEARANCES
LIGHT REMOVALS
HELP IS ONLY A CALL AWAY

01746 764059 or

SO CALL NOW!!

email:
stjameshallbridgnorth@gmail.com

t: 01746 712408
M. 07814 104407

If you wish to advertise
in this space
Please contact Avril
On 01746 767174
Or email
bridgnorthteamministry
@yahoo.co.uk
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PLEASE SUPPORT THE BRIDGNORTH
FOOD BANK WITH DONATIONS OF
FOOD OR MONEY
Opening hours Mondays
10.30am – 12.30pm
Number Seven,
West Castle Street,
Bridgnorth
07960285520
contactus@bridgnorthfoodbank.co.uk

www.bridgnorthteamministry.org.uk
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Royal Shrewsbury Hospital 01743 261000
Shropshire Fire and Rescue 01743 260260
Princess Royal Hospital 01952 641222
NHS Direct 0845 4647
Shropdoc 0333 222 6655
Bridgnorth Hospital 762641
Bridgnorth Medical Practice 767121
Police non-emergency calls 101
Gas emergency 0800 111999
Electricity emergency 0800 056 8090
Shropshire Council 0345 678 9000
Cllr Julia Buckley, tel. 01746 552121,

Bridgnorth Library 763358
Traveline (Buses) 0870 6082608
Bridgnorth Endowed School 762103
Oldbury Wells School 765454
St John’s Primary School 762061
St Leonard’s Primary School 762781
St Mary’s Primary School 763455
Castlefields Primary School 764072
St Leonard’s Church Custodian 769720

Bridgnorth and
Morville Parishes
Team Ministry

Open to personal callers:
Team Office: St Leonard’s Hall Church, Mon - 11.00am - 12.30pm
Tues - Thurs 8.30am - 11.30am
Racecourse Drive,
Tasley,
Email :
Bridgnorth
bridgnorthteamministry@yahoo.co.uk
WV16 4NR
Website :
Tel: 01746 767174
Team Administrator: Mrs Avril Bridges www.bridgnorthteamministry.org.uk
Revd Prebendary Simon Cawdell
- Rector
16 East Castle Street, WV16 4AL
01746 761573
s.h.cawdell@btinternet.com
Revd Sarah Cawdell - Team Vicar
01746 761573
sarah.h.l.cawdell@btinternet.com
Revd Tom King –Team Curate
01746 552101
revtrex@icloud.com
Anna Chaplain/Reader
Mrs Jane Peeler
767043

www.bridgnorthteamministry.org.uk

Honorary Assistant Minister
Revd. Marjorie Brooks 01746 761942
marjorie.brooks47@googlemail.com
Revd. Clive Parr
767023
Local Ministry Development Group
Mrs Sandie Phillips 769271
Mrs Kay Prior
768259
Miss Sheila Royle
766577
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St Mary Magdalene, Bridgnorth
Churchwardens
Mr David Oxtoby…766053
Mrs Jane Parr...766984
Secretary Miss Catherine Wilson...761786
Treasurer Mrs Nicky Cooper ….762487
Verger Mr Roger Taylor...767345
Organists Dr John Turnock...716282
Mr Oliver Clarke...07545756869

St Peter and St Paul, Tasley
Churchwardens
Mr Robert Turner...764881
Mr John Andrews 761708
Secretary Ms Lesley Edwards...761847
Treasurer Mrs Irene Rogers...765926
Organist Mr Stephen Lomas...768648
St Mary the Virgin, Acton Round
Churchwardens
Mrs Bridget Chappuis...714035
Mr Thomas Kennedy...714360
Secretary Mrs Jayne Madeley...785571
Treasurer Mrs Susan Kennedy...714203

St Nicholas, Oldbury
Churchwardens
Mrs Dorothy Leiper... 764559
Mrs Liz Fisher … 764059
Treasurer Mr Quentin Leiper...764559
Organist Mrs Carol Wall...764365

Upton Cressett Monkhopton
Churchwardens
Mr Terry Fellows...01902 564748
Mr Ed Pugh….01746 789685
Treasurer Mr Roger Wilson ..07785 996630

St Calixtus, Astley Abbotts
Churchwardens
Mrs Idonea Pickering...763065
Mrs Helen Holding….07813 584469
Secretary Mrs Juanita Gennard...768674
Treasurer Miss Mary Tipton...763171
Organist Mr Stephen Lomas...768648

St James’ Hall Church
Booking Secretary Mrs Liz Fisher...764059
elizabethfisher29@icloud.com

St Gregory the Great, Morville
PCC Vice Chair
Mr Tim Morris...789271
Secretary Helen Smith ….01952 883599
Treasurer Mrs Kathy Renshaw...789271

St Leonards Hall Church
Booking Secretary Rachel Connelly...767660

Aston Eyre
Churchwardens
Mr Will Winton...
Mr Dafydd Jenkins….07703 457839
Treasurer Mrs Shelley Caine...714362

Astley Abbotts Village Hall
Booking Secretary Charles Morris…..762029

Tasley Village Hall
Booking Secretary Rachel Connelly...767660

St Mary Magdalene, Quatford
Churchwardens
Miss Rachel Edwards...766146
Mrs Anne Wenlock… 07773608556
Verger Mr Bob Curtis….766126
Secretary Miss Rachel Edwards...766146
Treasurer Mrs Marian Newell…765287
Organist Mrs Carol Wall...764365
Deadline for Cross+Link articles for

May issue
Wednesday April 13th 2022 by 1.00pm
(N.B. Week early due to Easter holidays)
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If you would like to contribute to the magazine,
please send to Avril at the Office on
bridgnorthteamministry@yahoo.co.uk.
If you would like to advertise please also
contact Avril on the above details
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HC = Holy Communion
MP = Morning Prayer

Palm
Sunday

Lent 5
3rd April

10th April

Easter

Easter 2

17th April

24th April

(6.30am Sunrise
service in Lavington

8.00

St Mary

8.00 HC

HC1662

Magdalene Bridgnorth

10.30 HC

10.30 HC

Gardens)

8.00 HC
10.30 HC and
Baptism

8.00 HC 1662
10.30 FS and
Baptism

St Mary
10.30 HC

Magdalene
Quatford

St Calixtus Astley
Abbotts

St Nicholas Oldbury

St Peter and St Paul
Tasley

9.00 HC

9.30 FS

10.30 FS

10.30 HC

St Leonard’s Hall Church

10.30 FS

St Gregory the Gt
Morville

11.15 MP

9.00 HC

9.00 Life and
Soul

10.30 HC

10.30 FS
and Baptism

10.30 HC

10.30 Life and
Soul

10.30 FC

11.15 HC

Aston Eyre

10.00 MP

St Mary the Virgin Acton
Round

10.00 HC

Monkhopton

10.30 HC

11.15 HC

11.15 HC

10.00 HC

10.00 MP
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