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Don’t forget - if you need anything,
don’t hesitate to contact us
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THE CITIZENS’ ADVICE BUREAU:

This has reopened but can only be
contacted by phone. Opening hours
are 9-5 Monday to Friday. They are
keen to deal with the backlog of
Attendance Allowance claims that have
built up during Lockdown, so, give
them a ring on 616750 for advice on
claiming.
CHILDLINE

A Helpline for young people
Tel No: 08001111
24 hours, seven days a week.
SILVERLINE

A Helpline for older people:
Tel: 08004 708090
24 hours, seven days a week.
THE SAMARITANS help line is also 24
hours and their number is 116123.
BURNLEY TOGETHER:

Good news is that this is still going
strong with its food parcel delivery and
has intro-duced a befriending service.
Opening hours are:
9-5 Monday to Friday.
Phone 01282 686402.
NATIONAL DOMESTIC ABUSE HELPLINE:

This is run by Refuge. It is open
24hours seven days a week. Or
contact them online. Freephone:
0800 2000247
The Men‘s Advice line number is
Freephone 0808 8010327
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm.

Please ensure that all articles for
the JUNE magazine are submitted
no later than 15th May
pamelamcgrath1@hotmail.com

Barbara
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On 19th March eleven of us from both churches
went to the Festival of Faith in Daily Life for the
launch of the ―Vine Community‖ at Blackburn
Cathedral, starting 10 a.m. and finishing around 3
p.m. This was attended by representatives from a
variety of churches, including both lay and clergy.
The morning began by a service of worship presided over by Bishop Philip, with
Holy Communion. After that was a talk by Lord David Alton whom cited many
examples of religious and other persecutions from around the world.
There was a break for lunch. The afternoon featured a variety of workshops
and each person attended two. Topics were(a) Being honest about life‘s challenges. Development of a community church
on the outskirts of Blackpool which, against all the odds, raised £250,000
and had made a meaningful contribution to the lives of local residents. By
Pete Tomkinson, Freedom Church, Mereside.
(b) Renouncing the World- faith in daily life and work. Importance was given to
making a quiet time for prayer. By Cannon Rowena Pailing.
(c) Framework for faith- living a Rule of Life. How to create and develop this
Rule and make space for God, grow as a Christian and show the hope and
joy of Jesus in the world. Talk by Ruth Hassall from St. Thomas, Lancaster.
(d) Faith at work- setting aside a time for prayer at work. Talk by Sheila Fisher,
St. Wilfrid, Standish.
(e) Tips for clergy supporting people in the workplace. Talk by Anderson
Jeremiah.
(f) But how can there be a God if ...? - dealing with life's big questions. The
group was encouraged, when asked by others of little or no faith, questions
- to have Biblically firm answers that we can be ready to use as evidence.
Not to shirk away but be confident and courageous in our faith. By Peter
Howell-Jones, Dean of Blackburn Cathedral.
(g) Living and working with people of another faith or none. Living in a
multicultural diocese. The group agreed it was necessary to understand
deep rooted fears of what is different, and there was encouragement to get
to know different faith groups and explore how one can work with them,
eg. ―Building Bridges‖, Burnley- which was particularly recommended. By
Andy Pratt.
/continued ...
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(h) Balancing work/life/faith-how to develop a framework based on faith that can
help us develop spiritually. The concept of the, ―Vine Community‖ was
explored. By Ruth Haldane.
(i) Faith at home- resources for families with children. Churches need to equip
parents with confidence to support faith discussion and growth at home eg
with a family Bible, Diocesan podlets, take-home sheets from Sunday School
and regular contact with parents/carers. By Sarah Earnshaw.
Afterwards there was a service presided over by Bishop Julian.
The purpose was the launch of the, ―Vine Community‖. It‘s
members are invited to commit to pledges which are personal
between them and God and, in short, to develop for themselves
a, ―Rule of Life‖. There is a Service of Commitment at the
Cathedral on Sunday 19th June 2022 at 4 p.m. for those whom
have made a commitment. There are many resources and events that are
available to guide and encourage us in going to, and growing in, the Community.
Further details are contained on the Blackburn Diocesan website under the link
- https://www.blackburn.anglican.org/the-vine-community-main-homepage
This proved to be an enjoyable event with useful and informative workshops. It
certainly helped that the sun was shining and warm, which I am sure also
improved all of our spirits!

Adrian Norris

with St Stephen’s Wardens
SOMETHING'S COOKING AT ST STEPHEN’S:
St Stephen‘s has always had a good
reputation for its culinary endeavours.
To this end it has been decided to
extend the kitchen area to make
things easier for our dedicated teams
of cooks/chefs, who are always certain
to come up with menus that are
enjoyable to everyone, not forgetting
our friends with dietary needs.
The proposed kitchen project:
It is hoped that the kitchen will be
extended, and completely refurbished,
by making the community room
corridor part of the kitchen. The cost
of this will be somewhere in the
region of £45,000. We are dependent
on finance from grants which have
now been applied for, but it will be
June 2022 before we can confirm if
this will go ahead. Our church
architects, Overton's Architects, have
agreed to come on board with this
much needed essential work.
As we move forward it seems an
impossible task, but as part of our
vision strategy, it is important that we
don‘t stand still but think of the bigger

picture for the future. You will be
pleased to know our PCC are fully in
favour of this work should everything
go to plan. Watch this space!
Our Easter Sunday Service was
extremely well attended. A church
full of colour, along with splendid
floral displays, added to the most
important service of the year. It
would be unfair to thank any individual
as this was an all round team effort.
There were some lovely inserts and
touches added by Father Paul Payton,
Curate-in-Charge, which added to the
splendour of Eastertide.
By the time you read this article our
season of fundraising events will
have started with a brilliant organ
concert given by our good friend,
international and recording organist,
Chris Powell. 'Land of Hope And Glory'
seemed to be a good title to give this
concert as it would be St George's
Day.
RAISING THE FLAG:
Each year we continue the long-held
tradition at St Stephen‘s that the St
George's flag be raised from the
church tower. Unfortunately, due to
the high winds this year it was totally
torn to shreds. It‘s pleasing to know
that each year Jean Lonsdale donates
the cost of this flag. Many thanks

Jean and the family.
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SPRING FAIR:

THE APCM:

Our Spring Fair will be held on Saturday
21st May in the school on Woodgrove
Road. This always proves to be a joyful
event bringing the community together
and at the same time raising funds for
the church. One of our readers
referred to St Stephen's School as the
―new school‖, a lovely observation.

St Stephen's Annual Parochial
Church Meeting will take place in
church on Sunday 22nd May following the morning service. If you‘d like
to have your name included on the
Electoral Roll, or to put yourself
forward for the position of church
warden, please ask for an application
form from one of the wardens. We
are are always looking for new candidates who may want to join the
team! Please do try to attend the
meeting if you‘re able.

THE ORGAN FUND:
In last month‘s magazine it was reported
that £1,000 was donated to the organ
fund through a grant from Jeff Sumner.
This wasn‘t the case - the amount given
was actually £2,000. Thanks Jeff for
sourcing this donation from persons
who wish to remain anonymous. It‘s
good to know that we are keeping in
touch with the community through our
local councillor.

That's it for now folks! Enjoy the
merry, merry month of May - a
wonderful time of year!
Finally ….
'I can do all things through him
who strengthens me.'
(Philippians 4:13)

TAKING TIME:

Keith, Jean, Paul & Betty

The yearly maintenance on the church
clock has now taken place by The
Cumbria Clock Company. The clock is
an important part of the parish, shining
bright over Burnley Wood.

St Stephen‘s Wardens

ST STEPHEN’S
CHURCH FLOWERS

LOOKING FORWARD:
As we move forward into the year, we
hope and pray that a new incumbent
will be found for the Benefice. It‘s
pleasing to know that there have been
visits to the Benefice from potential
candidates, and we await in anticipation
for the appointment of a new
incumbent. We are very grateful that
Father Paul will now be with us until the
end of August 2022.

Thank you to everyone who
gave a donation for the
Easter flowers. It is much
appreciated.
Also to Brenda and Keith for
their help and support.

Elaine A
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Hello Everyone,
Spring has sprung and we hope you are enjoying
the sunshine, the flowers in the garden, and the
sight of newborn lambs in the fields.
We had some wonderful services over Easter, at
many of which we were joined by Bishop Philip for
our 900th year. It was very moving having our feet
washed by Fr Paul on Maundy Thursday, and
congratulations to Ana and Alisha on their
Confirmation at the Vigil service.
The church is looking beautiful thanks to the
displays the flower ladies have created for Easter.
The Easter garden and the archway are looking
particularly good.
Unfortunately we have seen some vandalism take
place recently with one of the stained glass
windows being smashed. As much of the original
glass as possible has been saved by Sandra and we
are working with the insurance company to have
this repaired as soon as possible.
Our thoughts are very much still with Ukraine at
this difficult time for them and it has been
heartening to see people donate so generously
towards the humanitarian appeal.
The next highlight in our 900th Anniversary
celebrations is a series of Anniversary Talks by
guest speakers on a range of interesting subjects
taking place throughout April and May. We hope
you are able to join us for these. Please see the
posters and the magazine for details.

Take care,

Many thanks everyone
for donations received
for Easter lilies and
daffodils. To all who
helped to decorate the
church, both on
Wednesday and
Saturday, it looked
stunning, thank you.

SANCTUARY
1st:
8th:
15th:
22nd:
29th:

Vacant
Mrs A Binns
Vacant
Mrs E Jessop
Vacant

TOWNELEY CHAPEL
1st: Vacant
8th: Mrs E Dawson
15th: Vacant
22nd: Mrs D Smith
29th: Vacant
If you are interested in
any of the vacant dates,
please contact any
member of the Flower
Guild

ureen

a
Alice & M

Sandra and Jason
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St Stephen’s Branch
LOOKING BACK
It was a real joy to welcome back Vanessa on the evening of March 22nd who,
very kindly, had agreed to deliver a craft session for us. Vanessa teaches graphic
design at Cardinal Newman College in Preston. She brought along some
amazing design work her students had produced.
Vanessa demonstrated two ways of making a note book. The first was a folded
notebook with an envelope cover. For the second Vanessa showed us how to
stitch bind a notebook. At the end of the session we had two handy notebooks
and a fine sense of achievement. A few of us were missing due to illness and
even holidays (!) Happily, Vanessa will return towards the end of the year with
a festive themed session.
LOOKING FORWARD
There is a change to the first meeting in May. Elaine and Jim‘s Iceland talk has
had to be postponed until later in the year.
We will be preparing for the Spring Fair by, among other things, wrapping
presents for our stall. We would be very grateful if you could buy a selection of
gifts for us which we can wrap up and sell for £1 each, as we all did at
Christmas. A selection of gifts for adults and children is best. If you can‘t make
the meeting please pass your unwrapped purchases to us beforehand. In
advance, many thanks for your donations.

St Peter’s Branch
t our March meeting several
people brought photographs of
people and past events at St
Peter‘s and we had an
enjoyable afternoon looking at
and talking about them.
As the Festival was at St
Peter‘s on 26th April, we didn‘t
have a meeting the following
day, but will be meeting on
Wednesday 25th May at
2.00pm. Everyone is welcome,
you don‘t need to be a
member to come along and
join us.

Carol

Later in May Christine Harbour will be speaking to us about aspects of her life
which she is calling, ‗Tapestry of Life‘.
MAY MEETINGS:
Tuesday 10th, 2pm, preparing for the Spring Fair
Tuesday 24th, 7pm, Tapestry of Life with Christine Harbour
MAY CELEBRATIONS:
Happy Birthday to you, Margaret Booth on the 13th,
and to Jean Gidley on the 24th.
Pam and John McGrath celebrate their wedding anniversary on the 23rd.
Congratulations!
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May in the Memorial Book of St Stephen’s

May in the Memorial Book of St Peter’s

1st

Albert Edward Mosely, Alice Mortimore, Madge Robinson

1st

Margaret Sephton Francis

2nd

Winifred Hopwood, Ron Seller, Thomas Marsden

4th

Ina Taylor

2nd

Vera Whitehead

5th

Joseph Ogden Heap, Beatrice Pike, Ellen Walton

6th

Nellie Stansfield, Gilbert Byrom Lamberty

6th

Joseph Jackson, Arthur S Driver, John Farrow, Rose Ellen Smith, Nora Smith,
Alan Alston, Anne Pearson

8th

Herbert Trotter, Charlotte Maud Hargreaves

9th

Ethel Warnock, Gladys Smith

10th

Florence Altham

13th

John Shallcross Goulding, Mary Eleanor Genevieve Goulding,
Phoebe Elizabeth Mellors, Isabel Smith

14th

Mary Hannah Newbold

16th

Michael Paul Beet MA, Ll.B.

17th

George Hector Kirby, Victor Stansfield

7th

Eliza Bell, Annie Marsden, Arthur Garnett

8th

Constance Mary Race, Nellie Halton, Alfred Hibbert, Dorothy Booth

9th

Fred Shaw, Edith Jackson, Gladys Singleton, Ethel Chadwick, May Johnson

10th

Gladys Ingham

11th

Mary A. Brennand, Bertha A Baker, Harry Sharratt, Jean Kippax

12th

Albert Schofield, Laura Jennings, Martha Lizzie Archer,
Charles Percy Whitehead, Levi Broxton

13th

Mary Ann Spencer, Alice Farrow, Albert Henry Haile, Herbert Simpson,
Arthur Haywood, Olga Parker Craven

18th

Vernon Bowker

14th

Sarah Ann Hartley, Annie T Halsted, Elizabeth Whittard, Thomas Jennings

19th

Beatrice Muriel Law, Elsie Layfield, Hubert Loder

15th

Edgar Skirrow, Martha Mary Horne

21st

Daisy Lilian Riley, Rachel Annie Barritt

16th

Maud Howarth, Eleanor Bulcock, Mona Mason

22nd

William Arthur Jessop

17th

Fanny Ellen Jackson, Paula Yvette Booth

19th

Roy Galloway

25th

John Joseph Ganley

20th

Dorothy Rawson Walmsley, Ernest Raymond Inman

27th

Pearl Mary Redman

21st

George Lee, Muriel Baker, Donald Moat

28th

Madonna Maria Lund

22nd

Beatrice Ludbrook, Thomas Howard, Maurice C Jephson,
Jeffrey Thomas Halton

29th

Agnes Jenkins, Margaret Whitaker

23rd

Joseph Thornton, Ivy Mills

30th

Ian Geoffrey Beal

24th

Emily McKnight, George William Hawes, Clifford Brogden

31st

Philip Henry Allen, Maurice Porter

25th

Joseph Henry Westwell

26th

Abraham Melbourne Turner, Emma Thornber, Nellie Bond

28th

Jennie Morris

29th

Joan Hargreaves, Margaret Mahoney, Mary Louisa Jackson

30th

John Kenneth Hoyle, John Howarth

31st

John Clegg, Ben Crawshaw, Percy Lister, Jennie Harrison

“I

am the resurrection and the life
The one who believes in me will live,
even though they die.”
RIP

(John 11:25)
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900 Anniversary - M

AY/JUNE

Wednesday 4th May 7.30pm: Environment and Climate Change
Rev Sam Cheeseman, Chaplain to the Bishop of Blackburn
Wednesday 18th May 7.30pm: Faith in a Multi-Faith Society
Rev Sarah Gill, Vicar of St Stephen and St James Blackburn and Bishop‘s Adviser
on United Kingdom Minority Ethnic/Global Majority Heritage Affairs.
Refreshments will be served at all the above talks.
Everyone welcome. Please come along.
Sunday 22nd May: Evening Service at Whalley Abbey
Sunday 29th May: Sunday morning Eucharist at BlackburnCathedral with the
Archbishop of York.
There will be no 11.00am service at St Peter‘s
and transport will be provided to and from the Cathedral.
Sunday 5th June: Pentecost Sunday




2.00pm – Procession around the Town Centre
3.00pm – 900th Anniversary Celebration Service in Church
4.00pm – Afternoon tea to celebrate the Queen‘s Platinum Jubilee
There will be no 11.00am service and we hope everyone will join in what will
be a wonderful celebration of 900 years of Worship at St Peters.

Sunday 26th June: St Peter‘s Day Service
This will be a Joint Service with St Stephen‘s
followed by a Jacob‘s Join lunch.
Sunday 26th June at 7.00pm: Summer Serenade – a concert by Burnley
Choir with Guest Singer Kathleen Wilkinson. Tickets £12.00 (£8.00 under
18‘s).
Wednesday 29th June: St Peter‘s Day – 7.00pm Holy Communion with
Bishop Julian

Carol W
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The Todmorden
Canal Trail

Just a reminder that Linda‘s next walk,
(the flat canal walk ), starts in
Todmorden on Saturday 7th May at
09:00, meeting outside the entrance to
the Market Hall. We‘ll be walking
towards Hebden Bridge and letting
everyone know at every mile so people
can individually decide when to turn
around or carry on all the way.

If you donated to the
appeal, congratulations! You have
been part of raising over £700 to
support the work of the British Red
Cross in the Ukraine as well as
helping displaced Ukrainians in
surrounding countries! (Plus gift aid
yet to be added!)

The whole route is 4 miles each way,
or you can just do the 4 miles to
Hebden Bridge where very regular
buses or trains will take you back to
Todmorden (in loads of time to still get
to Turf Moor if you‘re off to the match
after) for a couple of quid or less.

It’s been well publicised that the
overall appeal has raised over
£260m to date and although that
seems like an enormous sum, the
task at hand is even greater. Over
the coming months and years many
people will need our help as their
lives are rebuilt here, in other lands
and back in Ukraine but for now
know that in donating you helped
to change someone’s life for the
better.

Hope to see you there!

Paul H

“Whatever you did for the least
of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me"

Hosanna!
Our Palm Sunday Procession
at St Stephen’s
(complete with donkey - kind of!)
16
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Sunday School News
from St Peter’s
For two weeks after Easter we will be looking at the amazing stories of the
disciples meeting a Risen Jesus. In particular we enjoy stories which involve
Peter, a very likeable character, our Patronal Saint in our 900th year.
Then Roots takes us into the Book of Revelation to look at the wonderful
vision John had. We will be looking at a new heaven and earth, the Lamb and
Shepherd and a world when 'All will be well '. This will be an exciting and
completely new area for the children .
The Confirmation Candidates were given God Files Bibles as presents from
church . These encourage our young people to be agents for God with
additional activities to look at. These should focus us all in Sunday School to
deeper discussion.

HOLY WEEK WORKSHOP
An excellent morning telling the story of Holy Week with stations around the
church for Palm Sunday, Judas‘ betrayal, Last Supper, Garden of Gethsemane,
Peter‘s denial and Jesus‘ death.
Activities included decorating heart biscuits, cups, cockerels, making flowers
and bracelets.
Everyone enjoyed lunch.
Many, many thanks to all helpers as always.

Meena

We are delighted that Mackenzie will be baptised on the 8th May and we pray
for him and his family.
As always it is a blessing and pleasure to be part of our wonderful Sunday
School . The support given to one another each week and on WhatsApp
reflects Jesus' commandment to 'Love one another' .

Love from all in Sunday School

18
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On the run up to Easter we looked at the Christian Value of forgiveness. Here
is the acrostic poem -

CONFIRMATION AND WORKSHOPS

Forgiveness is…
Forgetting the hurts
Offering a new beginning
Restoring a friendship
Given and received
Identifying responsibility
Valuing the truth
Ending an argument
Not holding a grudge
Encouraging honesty
Saying sorry
Starting again

We had two excellent confirmation
preparation sessions looking at6
themes of water, growth rocks, light,
the Cross, Holy Spirit and Eucharist.
The children made candles, marbled
crosses, decorated rocks, planted
seeds and baked unleavened bred.
The sessions were amazing for
helpers as well as children. We all
developed affirmed our faith in
discussions.
Many thanks to Christine Harbour,
Emma Hopley, Sarah Hasty, Carol
Waddington adn Fr Paul for all your
support, prayers and efforts.

'Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive others.' (Colossians 3.13)
In a mysterious and amazing way, when Jesus died on the cross He was taking
all the wrong in the world upon His shoulders. He paid the price so that we
don't have to answer to God for the bad things we have done. We are
forgiven. The slate is wiped clean.
It was lovely to welcome Father Paul and Meena in to lead our worship. They
came on Ash Wednesday; Father Paul told us all about Lent and how it reflects
the forty days and nights that Jesus spent in the desert being tempted by the
devil. He then told us all about how the ashes for Ash Wednesday are made did you know that they are the burnt palm leaf crosses from last year? He then
put ash on Meena's head, as they would do in church.

Love and
congratulations
to Alisha and Ana
on their
confirmation!
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Then we had the PAIS team with us to lead our worship! They told us the
Easter Story; first, the children acted out the events of Palm Sunday, before we
watched a video about Easter, to help us think about the sorrow on Good
Friday followed by the joy of Easter Monday.
The children led our Easter Service in church on the 30th March 2022. They
sang songs, shared poems and prayers they had written and
got the whole congregation to join in!

Mrs Crowther
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we should thank them. We can offer
help and hospitality. Everything we do
should be done with Love.
Mother Theresa said :
“We cannot do great things on this
earth, only small things with great
love.”

Linda writes ...
Hi everyone,
Last month I had the opportunity to go to the Lowry theatre to
see ‗Les Misérables’.
I have seen the show many times in London and in Manchester. Even attending
the last night of the first run of shows in Manchester with Elaine Taberner
when the only tickets available were
standing room only! That we were
prepared to stand for over 3 hours shows
how much we enjoy the show. We were a
lot younger then as well, I don‘t think I
could do it now!
The new production at the Lowry was
marvellous. The final song was very moving
and although I knew every word one line
stood out that night and moved me to
tears.
“ Remember the truth that once was
spoken To love another person is to see
the face of God”
On the long drive home, (which due to
(which due to road closures took two
hours), I thought about that line. - What
does it mean? - We are created in God‘s
image and God is Love.
Victor Hugo‘s story covers relationships that demonstrate comfort, hope, and
selfless love, symbolic of Christ‘s relationship with us.
Love can be demonstrated in many ways. Love should be the underlying
motivation for all we do. We can all do small acts of love. We can give words
of encouragement. When we notice someone doing something for another
/continued ...
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Nothing big or small ever goes to
waste if it‘s done for Christ.
Linda
“ No one has ever seen God; but if we
love one another, God lives in us and his
love is made complete in us.” John 4:12

Alan writes ...
We‘re always on about
―getting out and meeting
the people where they
are‖. Well on four Saturdays in February and March some of
us did just that. As part of St. Peter‘s
900th Anniversary celebrations my
wife is compiling a special book, including all 166 verses of the Books of
St. Peter, each written by a member
of the public. So with all arrangements
made, based on a covered pitch on
Fleet Walk in Burnley town centre,
Annette, myself and a bunch of volunteers set about finding 166 people
who would be willing to copy a verse
into our book. How did it go? Here‘s
my random recollections ...
We were blessed with four dry weekends. But the first Saturday wasn‘t half

cold. We generally arrived
about 9:30 to set up and stayed till
maybe 2:00. Doesn‘t sound a long
time, but the combination of late
winter temperatures and being on
your feet for so long makes for a
tiring time. So it was a good job that
we were surrounded by coffee shops,
which were made good use of!
We met all sorts. The young and the
old. The rich (we had one donation of
£50), and the poor. The bold and the
shy. The sober and the not so sober!
Churchgoers and people of other
faiths. People of no faith. People who
remembered attending St. Peter‘s
Church or school years ago, and
people who had never heard of us.
We got shouted at and we got
sympathy. We got ignored an awful
lot too, but then again, don‘t we often
do that when people from charities or
utility companies approach us in town?
We had youngsters who were keen to
learn about prayer, and we had
youngsters who just wanted to make
trouble. We prayed for and with
people, and we listened to their
stories.
One of the shopkeepers on Fleet
Walk, who we spoke to every week,
gave us some advice on how to better
engage the passers by. We tried it on
the last week, and it worked! We got
to know the Charter Walk staff, who
provided the tables and chairs, quite
well, and they were always friendly
and supportive. We met football fans
on their way to the ―Turf‖. We
/continued ...

900th
Anniversary

tapped our feet to buskers. We were interviewed by Joe Wilson of Radio
Lancashire (I have a recording if anyone's interested). We also handed out
about 150 bookmarks and programmes advertising the 900th events.
So it was hard work, took a lot of time to organise and execute, and took some
of us out of our comfort zones. But it was a great way to meet the public and
remind them that St. Peter‘s is not only still going strong but cares about the
people of Burnley. The chats and conversations were as important as getting
the verses written. But we got that done anyway. If you came along and helped
in any way, thank you so much.

Alan Roadley (Vision Champion, St. Peter‘s)

Just a reminder about the service at Whalley Abbey
which takes place on the evening of Sunday 22nd May.
The truth is (because I‘m an honest sort of guy), the
details are still to be worked out. As I write, it‘s Holy
Week and I‘m busy with that, then I‘m away for a
break, then it‘s the Annual Meetings and all the work
associated with them. So that‘s my excuses out of the
way. What I can tell you is that on the Sunday in
question I hope people will turn up to enjoy the
grounds of the Abbey and join us for tea/coffee/squash
and cakes in the afternoon, followed by a service in
the chapel. I will be discussing possible transport
arrangements and assessing what might be required to
ensure all of our people can get there and back. If you
want to come you need to let me know (there will be
a list to sign) NO LATER than 15th May, preferably
earlier, and state if you have any dietary requirements.
This event is part of St. Peter‘s 900th Anniversary
celebrations. St. Peter‘s was once a daughter Church
of Whalley, and to remember that, I will be setting off
from St.Peter‘s after the Sunday morning service on a
―pilgrimage‖ to join those of you at Whalley Abbey.
Yes, I‘ll be walking there - 10 or so miles on mostly
traffic free paths or quiet country roads. The walk is
not an official Church event, but if you wish to join me
for the walk or meet me at some point then let me
know. You‘ll be walking with me as a friend and fellow
pilgrim and as part of a private venture, and you‘ll
need to be able to complete a 10 mile walk and take
responsibility for your own safety. Transport back to
Burnley can be discussed as above.
So please look out for new information in the coming
weeks about this event. Any questions contact me on:
07588 556640 or alan@alanroadley.net

24

Alan Roadley
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Raffle tickets for the
900th Anniversary
Raffle are now on
sale. We have had
donations of some
very nice prizes so
far, including gift
vouchers for Burnley
Football Club and
champagne and
glasses.
Tickets will cost £1
each or £5 for a
book. Please buy tickets and take some
books to sell to family
and friends. Get your
books from Stephen
Dixon
The draw will be after
church on Sunday
12th June; all prize
winners will be notified that week and the
list of prize winners
will be on the Noticeboard at the back of
Church, the Church
Website and the
Facebook page.

When Bill and I came back from living in Spain four years ago,
we planned to travel and have several holidays per year. Little
did we know how life would change! Now it is a coach tour in
the country, and the occasional day out. Our latest exciting
adventure was a bus trip to Rawtenstall! In that quaint town
with its cobbled streets there is a shop called ‘Sunday Best’.
That set me reminiscing. Didn’t we always indeed save our best
for Sunday? I looked forward to our Sunday School Anniversary
when without fail, instead of getting my older sister’s cast-offs, I
would get a new dress, shoes and snow white socks! - Those days have gone!
We are told that the best is yet to come and yet in these sad days of war,
conflict and uncertainty we often wonder don’t we? Yet even in the more
difficult times we have to remember to put on our ‘Sunday best’. This does not
mean designer gear or new clothes - it means doing our best, looking the best
we can, and living the life that Jesus showed us here on earth.
God the Father sent us his best, his only son, Jesus, who lived an exemplary life
of love and paid the ultimate sacrifice for us.
Once we wholeheartedly surrender our lives to God, he will make us the best
that we can be. This won’t happen overnight. There will be highs and lows, but
the Lord our God ‘will never leave us or forsake us’. That is his eternal promise.
We are his works of art. Needing to be refined and polished. Rough clay in the
Potter’s hands.
Then our Sunday Best is promised to us in ‘royal robes, we don’t deserve.’
Jesus wore a crown of thorns when he died for our sins and yet he promises us
a precious crown in heaven. What a wonderful God we serve!
Easter has gone for this year, but
Jesus rose to give us new life in Him.
He meets us where we are. And
moreover we come to him, just as we
are.
Love and blessings

Just as I am thine own to be
Friend of the young who lovest me
To consecrate myself to thee
O Jesus Christ I come.
Just as I am young, strong and free
To be the best that I can be,,
For truth and righteousness and Thee.
Lord of my life, I come.
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THE BOOK OF ST PETER
CHAPTER 1
THE TOWN OF BURNLEY
This part of the Book is nearly finished.
There are four verses left and it has
been suggested that the speakers at
our 900th Anniversary Talks may like
to take part and copy them out. The
last verse is being reserved for the
Archbishop of York!
The amount raised from this Event so
far (remember, there are 4 verses left
to do) is £273.54. We have some very
generous people in this Church and
Town of Burnley. A big ‗Thank You‘.
Later on in the year, when the Book is
completed, I hope I can take it to the
Literary Festival and say ‗Thank You‘
to the Town for taking part.

CHAPTER 2 THE ADULT CONGREGATION OF
OUR UNITED BENEFICE
I hope the adults of our United
Benefice are busy thinking about
what they are going to write in the
Book of St Peter. Remember, the
two questions are:
‘What does St Peter’s Church
mean to You?’ and/or
‘How did you come to the
Christian faith?’
You can also illustrate your writings
if you so wish.
Looking forward to seeing you all at
the back of St Peter‘s after the
Service on:
8th May, 11th May, 15th May
(hopefully at both Churches)
and 18th May (at St Stephen’s).

Archbishop of York’s Visit
The Archbishop of York will be visiting Blackburn Diocese in
May. Our congregations has been invited to join him at the
service at Blackburn Cathedral at 10.30am on Sunday 29th
May.
The 11.00am service has been cancelled at St Peter‘s on that day and we are
all encouraged to attend the Cathedral Service.
We have had an extremely generous donation to cover the cost of a coach to
take everyone to Blackburn and back. The donor has booked and paid for the
coach and there will be no charge. Transport will be available only for regular
worshippers at St Peters and St Stephens.
A notice will be put up in both churches at the beginning of May asking people
to ―sign up‖ for the coach. There are 72 seats available and we hope to fill the
coach.

Carol

I will be there with all the paper,
pens, pencils and paints that you will
need for your contribution to the
Book of St Peter. Please Note: I have
had to cancel the 1st May because the
Annual Meeting will be taking place
after the Service at St Peter‘s. I will
add more dates, if needed so please
look at the Weekly News Sheets
that are handed out at the beginning
of the Sunday morning Service.

I hope you heard us all on the radio!
Maureen, Alan, Jason and myself were
interviewed by Joe Wilson from Radio
Lancashire on the 19th March in the
Shopping Centre. We discussed the
fact that the Church had been in the
heart of Burnley for 900 years and it
was still thriving as a place of worship
and community. At the end we even
got Joe to take part by writing out one
of the verses.

CHAPTER 3 THE FUTURE

I am now going to start doing the art
work on this first Chapter. When I‘ve
got all the pages of the book together,
I may be asking the artists among us if
they would like to help and fill in some
of the gaps with a painting!

After Easter I will find out how the
children are getting on with their
contributions and see if they need
any more paper!

Annette Roadley
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Services & Rotas for May at St Stephen’s
If you are unable to be in church when you are on the rota,
please let the Wardens know.
Date

Services

1/05

9.45 am Holy
Communion

Christine N & Edith
Christine H

Christine H & W/C 2/05
Christine N
Team 2

8/05

9.45 am Holy
Communion

Betty M &
Ralph L

John H

Elaine A &
Brenda N

W/C 9/05
Team 3

15/05

WUAW
9.00 am
Breakfast
9.45 am Holy
Communion

Geoff K &
Judith K

Christine H

WUAW

W/C 16/05
Team 1

22/05` 9.45 am Holy
Communion

Elaine A &
Neil H

Jackie

Pauline L &
Shirley

W/C 23/05
Team 2

29/05

Sidespeople

Reader

Tea/Coffee

10.30 am Service at Blackburn Cathedral with the
Archbishop of York

Cleaning

W/C 30/05
Team 3

Services & Rotas for May at St Peter’s
Date

11.00am

Reader

Intercessor

6.00pm

1/05

Choral
Matins

M Eckersley Greta
H Slater
Kern

Carol
Pike

8/05

Holy
Communion

J Hacking
Bea

Roxy
Kern

Alan
Roadley

15/05

Holy
Communion

S Dixon
S Hacking

Stephen
Dixon

Joan
Ainsworth

Deanery Choir
Evensong

C Hacking
S Hacking

Child

Child

900th Service at
Whalley Abbey

22/05` Family
Service
29/05
30

Sidespeople

BCP HC

10.30 am - Service at Blackburn Cathedral with the Archbishop of York
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Once upon a pew I sat and heard the Vicar ask,
―We need someone to teach a class, now who will take this task?‖
Then God sat down beside me there and said, ―Now that‘s for you.‖
But, Lord, to stand before a class is one thing I can‘t do.
Now Jill would be the one to call, there‘s nothing she won‘t do.
I‘d rather hear the lesson taught from here upon my pew.
Once upon a pew I sat and heard the Vicar ask,
―We need someone to lead the songs, now who will take the task?‖
Then God sat down beside me there and said, ―Now, that‘s for you.‖
But, Lord, to sing before a crowd is one thing I can‘t do.
Now my friend Joe will do the job, there‘s nothing he won‘t do.
I‘d rather hear the music played from here upon my pew.
Once upon a pew I sat and heard the vicar ask,
―I need someone to keep the door, now who will take this task?‖
Then God sat down beside me there and said, ―Now that‘s for you.‖
But saying things to strangers, Lord, is one thing I can‘t do.
But Tom can talk to people, Lord, there‘s nothing he won‘t do.
I‘d rather someone come to me and greet me in the pew.
Once upon a pew I sat and heard the vicar ask,
―We need someone to mop and dust, now who will take this task?‖
Then God sat down beside me there and said, ―Now that‘s for you.‖
But, Lord, I haven‘t time to do my own, this work I cannot do.
Now Enid has a lot more time—there‘s nothing she won‘t do.
I‘d rather others cleaned before I sit upon this pew.
As years just seemed to pass me by I heard that voice no more,
Until one night I closed my eyes and woke on Heaven‘s shore.
‗Twas five of us together there to face eternity.
God said, ―I need just four of you to do a job for me.‖
―O, Lord‖, I cried, ―I‘ll do the job, there‘s nothing I won‘t do‖.
But Jesus said, ―I‘m sorry friend, in Heaven there is no pew.‖
32
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It has been an exciting month for us
in Sunday school, we have prepared
our Easter scene display board and
talked about the story of Easter. In
one of our sessions we talked about
Christian values and which value we
would like to live by. We also made
bracelets to represent each value and
we hoped they would remind us to
live by that value, the value we had
had were: courage, friendship, love
and compassion.
On Easter Sunday we had a very exciting day we talked about how Jesus has
risen from the dead and what that meant to us, we also had an Easter egg hunt
around Sunday school and the car park. We also did Easter crafts and made
pictures, and Father Paul had hidden three mice around the church that we had
to find for the
chance to win
and Easter egg,
they were really
hard to find.
We are looking
forward to
learning about
exciting new
things next
month.

Emma H
34

35

